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MELECTA PACIFICA A TLANTICA IN THE CENTRAL 
UNITED STATES (Hymenoptera, Anthophorinae)1 

by 

CHARLES D. M ICHENER 

Law rence, Kansas 

T he bee described as Melecta atlantica Linsley ( 1943) is one of the ra rest 
large bees in the easte rn half of th e Uni ted States. ft was described from 
Georg ia and later recorded from New Jersey (Mic hener, 1948) . A single 
male in th e Snow En tomo log ical M useum is labeled D ouglas Count y, Ka n­
sas, 900 feet altitu de, May (F. H. Snow). T h rough the courtesy of Wilbur 
R. E nns of the U niversity of Missouri a single fema le has been received 
from Ranken, St. Lo uis Co unt y, M issouri , Ap ril 28, 1935 (E. P . Meiners) . 
Dr. P . D . Hur d of the U niversi ty of California repo rts (in litt.) a single 
male from C heaha State Pa rk, Alabama, Apr il 26, 1940 (E. C. Va n Dyke) 
in the collection of the Ca lifo rn ia Insect Survey . 

Th e Missouri fema le has the thoracic pubescence reel as in M. pacifica 
fu lvida Cresson, k nown from the Rocky Mo u ntains to Ca liforn ia, and like 
certa in Georg ian specimens has some pale (red) hairs amo ng the black on 
the first metasomal terg um. The red colorat ion sugges ts that M. atlantica 
may be only subspecifically dist inct from pacifica. T he Ka nsas and Alabama 
males have pale (not red) hair, however, and ag ree with the characte rs of 
male atlantica as described prev iously (M ichener, 1948) except that the 
min or genitalic differe nces there men tioned do not hold. Th e seventh meta­
somal tergum, at least in the Kansas specimen, is more deep ly notched than 
in ma les of pacifica fu lvida, but it is often slightl y notched in th em . Fo r 
these reasons, coupled with extreme similar ity of other charac ters ( as im­
plied by Hur d, 1943), atlantica is p laced as a subspecies of pacifica. F rom a 
stud y of the distr ibu tion of western America n forms of pacifica (see Hurd 
and Lin sley, 1951), combined with th e meage r data on the d istributi on of 
atlantica, it seems prob able th at th e species has a more or less continu ous 
d istributi on from coast to coast. 
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