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This is our annual open issue of the Developmental Disabilities Network Journal, and this fall’s issue is a 
collection of diverse and insightful contributions from researchers and authors spanning the United States 
addressing many different aspects of disability and disability systems. This issue reflects the ongoing 
commitment of the Developmental Disabilities Network to fostering knowledge exchange and advancing 
the disability research and advocacy fields through a wide range of perspectives and topics that highlight 
the diversity of the work occurring today.   

Because we only publish two issues of DDNJ per year: one special topics issue and one open issue, many 
of these authors have waited a long time to see their work in print!  We extend our sincere gratitude to 
the authors for their valuable contributions and their diligence in meeting our publication deadlines. Your 
dedication to sharing your research and expertise is essential to the growth and impact of our journal, 
and we are proud that you have chosen DDNJ as an avenue to share your work. 

Although we only publish one “open” issue per year, the Developmental Disabilities Network Journal is 
always open for submissions for these diverse and engaging editions of the journal. We encourage you to 
consider sharing your work with our readership and contributing to the ongoing dialogue on critical issues 
related to developmental disabilities and disability support systems. 

We are also excited to announce that our next special issue, focusing on digital accessibility, is currently 
in progress and is expected to be released in Spring 2025. This special issue will delve into the important 
intersection of technology and accessibility, exploring the challenges and opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities in the digital age, and our collective responsibility to make sure that digital content is 
accessible for everyone. 

We express our deepest gratitude to everyone whose contributions made this latest issue of the 
Developmental Disabilities Network Journal possible. Your collaborative efforts, expertise, and support 
ensure the continued growth and success of our publication. 

First, we extend sincere thanks to the authors who shared their time, knowledge, and research in the 
articles featured in this issue. Your work advances our understanding of mental health, developmental 
disabilities, and inclusive systems of care. We feel that the ideas and approaches in this issue have the 
potential to impact countless individuals, families, and professionals within our communities and schools. 

We are deeply grateful to the reviewers who volunteered their expertise. Your meticulous feedback and 
constructive criticism significantly strengthen the quality and rigor of our published papers, fostering 
academic excellence. The quality of the articles and the content in the journal is reliant upon the 
reviewers, and we appreciate everything that our reviewers do to ensure the ongoing quality of this 
journal. 

Our heartfelt appreciation also goes to the dedicated members of our editorial board and staff. Their 
commitment and professionalism are essential to the journal's high standards. A special thanks to our 
Managing Editor, Alex Schiwal; our Copy Editor, Mary Ellen Heiner; and our Assistant Editor, Dave Clark! 
Their tireless efforts keep the publication process moving smoothly and make this entire enterprise 
possible. 



Wappett Acknowledgments 

 

iii | P a g e  
 

Volume 4(2) ▪ 2024 

We are also grateful to the many organizations, including UCEDDs, LENDs, IDDRCs, DD Councils, and P&As 
that submit their work to DDNJ, and who share this research with their staff and constituents. The DD 
Network's commitment to promoting research, advocacy, and collaboration in the field of developmental 
disabilities has provided a vital platform for the dissemination of knowledge and the exchange of ideas. 

Furthermore, we extend our thanks to Utah State University’s Institute for Disability Research, Policy & 
Practice and the USU Merrill-Cazier Library whose financial and technical support has enabled us to 
produce this journal. Your investment in research and education has played a crucial role in advancing the 
field of developmental disabilities and improving the lives of individuals with disabilities and their families.  

Last, we extend our appreciation to our readers, whose engagement and support have been instrumental 
in the success of the Developmental Disabilities Network Journal. Your enthusiasm for the journal and its 
mission inspires us to continue promoting high-quality research and disseminating knowledge to foster 
positive change in the field. Research needs readers, otherwise, it is just sending words out into the void! 
We are grateful for your continuous support, contributions, and encouragement.  

We acknowledge that this list is not exhaustive, and we apologize for any unintentional omissions. The 
collective efforts of everyone involved have made this latest issue of the Developmental Disabilities 
Network Journal a testament to the collaborative spirit and dedication of the developmental disabilities’ 
community. 

If you would like to be a reviewer for DDNJ, we would love to add you to our reviewer board. We are 
seeking individuals with broad expertise in disability research, policy analysis, participatory action 
research, diversity, equity, and inclusion. We are especially interested in recruiting individuals with 
developmental disabilities, siblings of individuals with disabilities, and/or parents of children with 
disabilities as reviewers. If you are interested in joining our review board, please send us a short email 
describing your areas of expertise and any past review experience. If you have a resume or CV, please 
attach that to the email. Please send emails to editor.ddnj@usu.edu. You can also call us at 435-797-0836 
if you need assistance submitting this information. 

Thank you so much for reading and supporting the work of DDNJ! We hope that you find value in this 
issue, and we are interested in your thoughts and feedback. If there are ways that we can make this 
publication more accessible or inclusive, we want to hear from you. Please send your comments and 
feedback to editor.ddnj@usu.edu.  

Thank you so much. 

Matthew T. Wappett, Ph.D.  
DDNJ Editor-in-Chief 
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