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SEM comparison of in vitro dental plaque 

test strains to saliva-coated enamel for both culture 
conditions (with or without sucrose). 

Cell morphology within the S. mutans strain was not 
affected by growth conditions (CS or SG). No apparent 
cell destruction was observed in the cell sediment 
plaques, despite the vigorous preparation procedures of 
homogeniz.ation and spatulation. 

The S. sobrinus strain appeared to be more sensitive 
to growth conditions, resulting in altered cell morpholo
gy in the SG plaque. Although this effect was also seen 
in the CS glucan plaque (Fig. 4b), it was most prevalent 
in the SG non-glucan plaque (Fig . 3d). The reason for 
this finding is not certain. It is possible that growth of 
S. sobrinus may have been influenced by local condi
tions present at the enamel surface. The competition for 
substrate among closely packed cells may have resulted 
in changes in cell morphology. Another possibility is 
that localized changes in salt concentration may have 
resulted in alterations in cell morphology, since we 
observed that salt crystals formed on the enamel surface 
of some of the samples during incubation in the grown 
medium. This contention is supported by two previous 
studies in which ultrastructural changes were induced in 
S. sobrinus by varying the concentration of zinc ions 
(Scheie et al. , 1989), and changing the ratio of bicar
bonate to potassium in the growth medium (Tao et al ., 
1987). 

Differences in the uniformity of cell distribution 
were observed between the CS and SG plaques. SG 
plaque cells grew in clumps, creating variations in cell 
densities and glucan material across the enamel surface. 
Repeated homogeniz.ation and spatulation of the CS 
plaque produced a uniform distribution of cells, or cells 
and glucan, without causing disruption of the cells. The 
homogeneity of the CS test plaque can be considered an 
advantage in the IEDT model. A highly standardized 
test plaque minimizes variability due to differences in 
the acidogenic response of the plaque between one test 
and another. In contrast, the SG test plaque was highly 
variable, especially for cells grown in the presence of 
sucrose. The distribution of cells and glucan material 
varied from extremes of all cells to all glucan. 
Differences in the distribution of cells in plaque can 
result in marked variation in the demineralizing potential 
of plaque (Zero et al. , 1986b, 1992), thus complicating 
the evaluation of the virulence characteristics of a 
specific bacterial strain. Previous studies involving the 
IEDT model have been carried out utilizing CS plaque 
samples prepared in the same manner to that used in this 
investigation (Zero et al., 1986a, 1986b, 1992). The 
results in this current investigation support the use of a 
cell sediment plaque, rather than a surface grown 
plaque, for IEDT model studies. 
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Discussion With Reviewers 

T. Sabet: What is the basic chemical composition of 
the clarified saliva? Did the authors test for the pre
sence of antibodies against each of the 2 bacteria (in this 
study) in the saliva? 
Authors: The clarification of saliva is a standardization 
procedure to remove cellular debris and bacteria from 
whole saliva, while leaving proteins and glycoproteins 
which are involved in pellicle formation. Antibodies can 
be associated with the salivary pellicle; however, in this 
study, their role would be to enhance bacterial adhesion 
tp the enamel surface, rather than to initiate an immuno
logic response. 

P.A. Adriaens: In cell sediment samples, the interface 
between the enamel and the plaque mass may not be 
comparable to the interface in a surface grown sample. 
How will this difference affect the test results related to 
demineralization of the sample? 
Authors: There may be a difference. However, to 
grow bacteria on a surface requires metabolic activity, 
which leads to the production of acid and results in 
demineralization of the enamel surface. Thus, a direct 
comparison, in a controlled manner, of the surface 
grown and cell sediment plaque is not possible. 

P.A. Adriaens: Which kind of methods were used to 
quantitatively or qualitatively evaluate the subjective 
observations of the specimens? How do these support 
the statements made concerning the "uniform" distribu
tion of bacterial cells? Which statistical analyses were 
performed? 
Authors: Sample size was n = 2, which is not appro
priate for statistical analysis. A thorough examination of 
the samples was carried out in the SEM, and the micro
graphs shown are representative. 


