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Discussion With Reviewers

T. Sabet: What is the basic chemical composition of
the clarified saliva? Did the authors test for the pre-
sence of antibodies against each of the 2 bacteria (in this
study) in the saliva?

Authors: The clarification of saliva is a standardization
procedure to remove cellular debris and bacteria from
whole saliva, while leaving proteins and glycoproteins
which are involved in pellicle formation. Antibodies can
be associated with the salivary pellicle; however, in this
study, their role would be to enhance bacterial adhesion
to the enamel surface, rather than to initiate an immuno-
logic response.

P.A. Adriaens: In cell sediment samples, the interface
between the enamel and the plaque mass may not be
comparable to the interface in a surface grown sample.
How will this difference affect the test results related to
demineralization of the sample?

Authors: There may be a difference. However, to
grow bacteria on a surface requires metabolic activity,
which leads to the production of acid and results in
demineralization of the enamel surface. Thus, a direct
comparison, in a controlled manner, of the surface
grown and cell sediment plaque is not possible.

P.A. Adriaens: Which kind of methods were used to
quantitatively or qualitatively evaluate the subjective
observations of the specimens? How do these support
the statements made concerning the "uniform" distribu-
tion of bacterial cells? Which statistical analyses were
performed?

Authors: Sample size was n = 2, which is not appro-
priate for statistical analysis. A thorough examination of
the samples was carried out in the SEM, and the micro-
graphs shown are representative.




