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Transgenderism in
Ancient Rome

The Romans understood the
concept of transgender individuals
despite their lack of an official
noun, and Greco-Roman artists
represented them within their
work. Clothing from this period
does not last, so the best place to

, , Apollo seated with a lyre. Porphyry and
look is their artwork. y phyry

Marble, 2nd c.CE.National Archaeological
Museum of Naples, Italy.

My goal is to identify these
ancient gender non-conforming
people in artwork made during
their time, specifically looking at
marble sculptures of

Apollo. Apollo is sometimes
associated with traditionally
“feminine” qualities and features
from healing and music, to his
beardless face and affinity for
women’s clothing.

Present-day impacts

Over 150 laws targeted towards
transgender people were proposed
in 2021, 13 of which were enacted
into law. Two laws in Utah were
proposed the following year. This
research could help curb the
othering of transgender people by
showing history of those outside
the gender binary.
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