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s I MPLIUPFY!

Still we live meanly, like ants; though the

fable tells us that we were long ago changed into

men; « « ¢ 1t is error upon error. . .» Our life

is frittered away by detail.l

Centuries of technological advancements have contributed
to a propensity for Western man to judge the quality of his
life on a quantiative scale: bigger or faster or more has
been interpreted to mean better. The inhabitants of the West-
ern world are usually so caught up in the struggle for material
goods, they have neither the time nor the inclination to see
beyond that immediate concern. There have often, if not always,
been poets and philosophers to point out the weaknesses in such
a system but they have had little visible impact. A Cary
Snyder writing in the middle of the twentieth century sounds
the same alarm that Henry David Thoreau did in the nineteenth,
The struggle has not changed; it may have intensified.

The ways in which men make their living, that is,
live, are mere makeshifts and a shirking of the

real business of life--chiefly because they do not
know, but partly bhecause they do not mean any betters

l- 3 $ i ut v b
Henry David Thoreau, Walden, (Carl Bode, cd., The Port-

able Thoreauv, New York: The Viking Press, 1964), p. 344,

2 . 4 . . . :
Ibid,, "Life Without Principle,'" p. 638.
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If people continue to shirk the real business of 1life,
it should be because they do not mean any better, not because
they are unaware of it. Gary Snyder and Henry David Thoreau
seem to be concerned with defining the "real business of life"
and they write about it in stikingly similar terms.

Although Thoreau's major works are in prose and Snyder's in
free verse, their techniques are much the same. Both use puns
very effectively (the humor kind of creeps up on the reader);
both use inverted word order to create double or triple meanings
in simple statements; both are terse, compact and ironic. It
is probably not a coincidence that this similarity existso,
(Snydcr'alludes to Thoreau in several of his works.)3 Thoreau,
however, seems to concentrate on developing his theories ex-
plicitly while Snyder has (at least until Earth House Hold)
created word pictures from which any theory must be derived
individually.

Style, however important, is only a tool. This paper will
concentrate on what is said rather than how it is said. Thoreau
and Snyder will be compared primarily in their thoughts on:

(1) the technological world, (2) theory of work and its rewards,
(3) nature, (4) the function and sources of poetry and (5) the

search for ultimate values,

3Snyder alludes to Thoreau by name in his poem "Stone Gar-
den," and claims Walden as a source of inspiration for living in
another, There is a definite reference to "Civil Disobedience" in
'Buddhism and the Coming Revolution" in which Snyder moves from
Thoreau's position in "Civil Disobediencd to his position as an
activist in support of John Brown's violence in one paragraph.
These references plus the fact that Eastern mysticism is a source
of inspiration to both of them cause their images to be very
Similar in my opinion.
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A farmer dug a well and was using the water for

irrigating his farm. He used an ordinary bucket

to draw water from the well, as must primitive

people do. A passer-by, seeing this, asked the

farmer why he did not use a shadoof for the pur-

pose; it is a labor saving device and can do more

work than the primitive method. The farmer said,

"I Xnow it is labor-saving and it is for this very

reason that I do not use the device. What I am

afraid of is the use of such a contrivance makes

one machine-minded. Machine-mindedness , leads one

to the habit of indolence and laziness.

Technological advances tend to breed even more techno-
logical innovations, snowballing so rapidly that the machines
become the focus of the whole activity. This tendency is
extremely dangerous for the survival of a sane, well-integrated
man. As the machinery becomes more complex, the tasks preformed
by the human become more simple., Aside from the fact that
this makes men lazy and indolent, it devalues their intrinsic
worth. The human who operates the machinery is an extension,
and an inefficient one at that, of the machinery.

As efficiency becomes a more important goal, technological
man has discovered that if the task is broken down into its com-
ponant parts, and each part given to a different person, the
whole operation becomes more efficient (measured in units pro-
duced per given time). Western technology is based on such a
division of labor. The worker does only his job and does not
think about the shape of the product that is being created.

Thoreau points out one of the risks in such a division of

effort:

4Chaung-tze (as quoted in) D. T. Suzuki, "Lectures on Zen
Buddhism," (Eric Fromm, ed., Zen Buddhism & Psychoanalyvsis, New
York: Grove Press, Inc., 1960), p. 7.
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Where is this division of labor to end? and what
object does it finally serve? No doubt another
may also think for me; but it is not thercfore de-
sirable that he should do so to the exclusion of
my thinking for mysecl€f,.,”

When division of labor has caused men to stop thinking
for themsclves ( at least as far as their " jobs" are concerned),
it creates the kind of situation that Gary Snyder describes in
these seemingly unrelated pictures:

. o L] L o L] L[]
a noseless, shiny,
mouth-twisted middle aged man.

blue jeans, check shirt, silver buckle
Je Robert Oppenheimer:
twenty years ago
watching the bulldozers
tearing down pines
at Lost Alamos.

Division of labor, however, is only a means to an end.
The most important thing for the Western culture is GROWTH.,

Leaven, which some deem the soul of bread, the

spiritus which fills its cellular tissue. « e

some precious bottleful, I suppose, first brought

over in the Mayflower, did the business for Am-

erica, and its influence is still rising, swedling,

. 0 . . ] )
spreading 1n cerealian billows over the land.

Thoreau meant this only as a description of yeast, but

the leaven becomes an excellent symbol for the attitudes which

-
2 ’ g
Thoreau, Walden, op. cit., p. 301,

6

Je. Robert Oppenheimer directed the Los Alamost Lab which
was set up to produce the first atomic weapons. Although
Oppenheimer, himself, had humanistic tendencies, they did not
interfere vith his doing much of the work on the most imhuman
weapon ever designed.

YY"\
: s

t
), Pe 424

Gary Snyder, "A Volcano in Kyushu," The Back Coun
(8]
3

(New York: New Directions Publishing Corporation, 196!

8 ;
)Th()r()azu, Walden, ops clts; ps 317




th 1.1 4rim 1s0 carricd to America. The spiritus of America
15 growth. And just as the houscewives told Thoreau that his

unleavened bread might not be "safe and healthful," so econo-
mists tell us that a high growth rate (ever increcasing Cross
ational Product) is the only reliable sign of a healthy cco-
nomy (and thus, a good life). Crowth must continuc,
s P 1 o Do Rva -~
Ah, that's Amcrica;
the flowery glistening oil blossom
spreading on water--
it was s0 tiny, nothing, now it Keeps expanding.
This expansion, essential for the continuance of the West-

ern life style, depends primarily on the natural resources
(both material and human) the society is able to exploit.

It is, therefore, especially significant that Snyder uses "oil"
as his image of expansion. American growth in this (his) cen-

tury has becen based on it. Man,however, is continually exploited:
first in providing the energy (in part) that allows for growth
and, again, when he is forced to buy the goods that he has
produced in order to maintain both his life and that of the

economy .

even in this comparatively free country,

throuch mere iunorance and mistake, are so occupied

the

O1

factitious
life that

=

Care

1ts

labors
plucked

th(\:‘ln o L] .

L

by

not leisure for a
cannot afford
to meng;

and

finer
actually the laboring man has

superfluously coarse

fruits cannot be

true integrity day by day;
to sustain the manliest

he
relations

his labor would be depreciated in the mar-

ket. He has no time to be anything but a machine.’

C
“Snyder, "For the West,"

190, .
Thoreau, Walden, oOp,

Ci

Back Countryv,

oDy Clt,,

1
=09
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261.

ot

102




A5 Lhe nachines and division of labor continue to encroach

on man's ability to provide for himself the things that he

nca’s, Lhe dendency to view his occupation apart from his 1

-
-
G

increacces. As the separation becomes more pronounced, the

emphacis on a "job well done" shifts to "“cetting the job done."
NDoyr in the bilges
orr up out of sicght on the bulkheads
ime after time
yvear after year
we paint right over the dirt.,

The first engineer
he Tthows,

but what can he say?
the POWHO“11SEYS
save tinme.

With 211 the time that is saved by the eicht-hour day and
the five-day vorl: week for the leisure society, Western man
shouls e able to accept any good from machine production and
still have enoush time to spend some of his "moral" develop-
ment. Dot having accepted the value system of the socicty in
10 is living along with its material -soods, he finds that
the foucs romains on the job. After work, he marks time waiting
to oo baciz,

Amoricans are splendid while working--attentive,

cooperative with dicnity and sureness--but the

same ones seen 1itor at home or bar are sloppy,

bored and silly.

The mass of men lead lives of quict desperation,

I.ﬂt is called resicnation 1is confirmed despera-

tion. Trom the desperate 01Ly vou go into the

“esprorate country and have to console yourself

witli the bravery of ninks and ruskrats. A
storcotyped but unconscious despair is concealed

11 " S . .
TTSnyvder, "The Wiper's Seeret," The Back Countrv, op, Ccit.,

DPe 2061,

12 . . . N p ;
““m~ary Snyder, Zarth I'ouse 'lold, (lew York:s New Directions

Publishin, Corporation, 1969), p. 57,




even under what are called the games and amuse-

ments of mankind. Tﬂu\fw 1s no play in them, for
. )

this comes after work.

Man sells his life to gain a living. Often as he nears

-

T

the end of it, he is hardly aware that he has lived. He has
wasted his time in unpleasant and largely unprofitable pur-
suits,.

"I'm sixty-eight" he said
"I first bucked hay w
I thought, that day I started,
I sure would hate to do this all my life
And dammit, that's jfﬁt what

I've gone and done."

Retirement age may be too late to try and do something about
the waste. After years of "producing" and conforming he may
find that:
. few and fewer thought visit . « . from
r to year, for the grove in our minds is laid

waste~-sold to feed unnecessary fires of ambition

or sent to mill--and there is scarecely a twig left

for them to perch on,
When the mind can no longer provide a satisfactory set of values,
one is forced to look elsewhere for his reason to live. In a
world where Cood is measured in goods, posssessions become the
obvious answer. The result of this is a curious inversion of the

vhole structure., Both Thoreau and Snyder have captured this in

almost humorous images:

=

13 ) ;
Thoreau, Walden, ope. cit., p. 263,

i

£

Gary Snyder, "Hay for the Horses," A _Range of Poems,
(London: Fulcrum Press, 1967), p. 16,

15, ; : . k .
Thoreau, "Life Without Principle," op, cit., p. 627.
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o o o 1t may be the house that has got him,
. o 0» ~-thousands
and thousands of (,‘(U"l;
driving men to work.

With consumate skil he has set his trap with a hair
sprinc to catch comfort and independence an?wthcn,
- . . . ke
as he turned away, got his own leg into it,
Af 7 /1 s - " - - . ng
Men have, in short, become the "tools of their tools.
They have been caught in a cycle from which there is no easy

escapes men working at meaningless occupations to get possessions

o O

and then having to continue to work to care for them., All of

techno-

e

this tends to isolate man from the essentials of life
logy has even lessened the impact of failure., Failing in a
technological society may cause some embarrassment, but it is
not fatal.
Bankruptcy and repudiation are the springboards from
which much of our civilization vaults and turns its
somersets, but the savage stands on the unelastic
plank of famine.

The extent of the buffer allowed (in fact, demanded) by

society can be clearly illustrated by Western man's resolu-

the
tion of the problem of shelter,

Many a man is harassed to death to pay the rent of

a larger and more luxurious box who would not have
frozen to death in such a box as this, « « A comfort-
able house for a rude and hardy race, that lived mostly
out of doors, was once made here almost entirely of
such malterials as Nature furnished ready to their
hand. "

Ibid., Walden, p. 288,

7 A x . = .
Snyder, "Marin-an," The Back Country, op. Cite., pe 16,

i

lden, ops cits, pe 292




he image of thke harassced man's house as a box is not
accidental, Later in the same section, Thoreau adds:

e o o byt the spirit having departed out of the
tenant, ™™ it is of a piece with constructing his
own coffin--the architecture of the grave, and
the "carpenter" is but another name for “coffin-

maker," <~

Gary Snyder has had the "advantaae" of seeing suburban develop-
ment tract houses and can appreciate the aptness of the "box"

description even better.
‘he maddening shapes will start and fade
Each morning when commuters wake--
Joined boards hung on frames,
S ’ . 24
a box to catch the biped in.

In a world where work is meaningless, where life can be

sustained without being lived, where the problem scems "to be

how to smooth down all individual protuberances or idiosyn-

. ) 29
Craslies, and make a thousand men move as one man," where

man®s biggest contribution to the system appears to be his

n

capacity to consume (thus driving up the GNP); man has speeded
up his life style so that there will not be time to think about
the quality of it.,

In Thoreau's day, the railroad was the epitome of human

achievement for doing just that. The RAILROAD, like possessions,

-

“7It is important to note that when the spirit is left in
the house (such as those built by the savages in the previous
it is not referred to as a box or tenant but as a

snyder, The Back Country, op. cite, pe. 13

NS

N
N
(9
°

LD 5 . .
Thoreau, "A Yankee in Canada,'" op. cit., p.
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lends meaning to human life. Watching the trade that is carried

on by it, the links that it makes to other cities, knowing that

it is an achievement of MAN gives a kind of vicarious meaning
to men's lives.

Have not men improved somewhat in punctuality since
the railroad was invented? Do they not talk and think
faster in the depot than they did in the stage-office?
There 1is somothlngéelcctrifyiNQ in the atmosphere of
the former place.‘)

If transportation has made progress (measured in speed and
distance) since Thoreau's time, Snyder still finds the railway
station an apt image for the Western growth fetish.

e + «» Everything
crowding in and out of it like a railway
terminal and isn't that nice?
all those people going on trips.

As in many other things, however, faster or farther does
not necessarily mean better. Thoreau finds that walking is a
more suitable mode of transportation because it forces the
individual into a personal commitment and effort.

The cheapest way to travel and the way to travel the
farthest in the shortest distance is to go afoot. o .
True and sincere traveling is no pastime, but it is

as serious as the grave or any part of the human
journey. « «I do not speak of those that travel
sitting, the sedentary travelers whose legs hang o8
dangling the while, mere idle symbols of the fact. o %

26 R : -
“Thoreau, Walden, op. cit., p. 369,

27

Snyder, "To Hell With Your Fertility Cult,' The Back Country,
ops _Cites De 657

28 ) . -
“"Thoreau, "A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers," op,

cit,, pp. 188-189,
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It is not the breadth of experience that is important,

In spite of their opposition to the kind of jobs offered
in Western society, neither Thoreau nor Snyder is idverse to
work. The only condition is that the work must have some

relation to the essential business of life.
The student who secures his coveted leisure and
retirement by systematically shirking any laber
necessary to man obtains but an ignoble and un-
profitable leisure, defrauding himself of the
experience which alone can make leisure fruit-
ful. « « Even the poor student studies and is
taught only political economy, while the econcmy
of living which is snyonomous with philosophy. éS
not even sincerely professed in our collegeso”

o ¢ o o Pleasure isn't as simple as some folks

think-~toc heave and sweat and strain (ah, forcing

to the edge of 11®bt of endurance) makes a

kind of pleasurec.
Both Snyder and Thoreau have attempted to find the kind of
meaningful existence that can be had by living at a subsis-
tance level of material goods produced by oneself, Thoreau
retired to Walden Pond in an attempt to live 1life stripped
to the essentials; Snyder went to the Banyan Ashrame. Snyder

A

possibkbly summed up the experience for both of them: "A lot
33

=

of it is simply being aware of clouds and wind."
To be aware of clouds and wind, one must become absorbed
in nature. If life in the present society is as intolerable as

it has been painted thus far, then a return to nature becomes

9 e .
Thoreau, Walden, op, cit., pp. 305-306,

2

)

Snyder, "Glacier Peak Wilderness Area," Earth House Hold,
OE')’ 4F‘£_t s 2 Iju 940
31

p. 143,

. =) 3 Y = 14 - A o = L
Ibid,, "Suwa-no-Se Island and the Banyan Ashram,
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even more necessary. Perhaps it can provide some internal
values: Snyder and Thoreau scem to think it will Lf it can
be saved from the grasping, exploitive instincts tiat have

civilized life" so intolerable. Time may be running

ot ¢

mission of men. . . seems to be, like so nany

busy demons, to drive all the forest out of tae

country; from every solitary be ggver swamp and nount-
. ' J 4

alnslide, as soon as possible,

But ye shall destroy their altars,

break their images, and cut down their groves.
Exodus 34:13
The ancient forest of China logge
and tt“'ic hills slipped into the Yellow Sea.
Squared beams, log dogs,
on a *a”ho4—oa1th 8111,

San Francisco 2 X 4s

were the woods around Seattle:
Someone kKilled and someone built, a house,
a forest, wrecked or raised
All America hung on a hook
& burned by men in their own praise.
L o L ] . L] [+ L .
"Piﬂos grasp the clouds with iron claws

like HV”JOWS rising from sleep"

25 0,0 board feet a day
If l>okn Cats Kkeep v J@xklng
=
(e

nobody gets hurt.

With the advent of the "ecology consciousness,'

American

)

1ls

have suddenly become interested in saving a part of the woodlands
and wildernesses. The catchword is "conservation," but this

equally, if more subtly, exploitive:
Service:
utilitarian

L
it right and it

osophy of the Forest
”FL““QOMOCfatiC,
Equals, treat

The Phil
view Of nat
1s ratiomal..®

)

32 A . _
Thoreau, "The Wilds of the FPenobscot," op, Cite, P

23

o crd
Snyc

ler, Range of Poems, op, cit., pe. 46,

79,




make a billion board feet a year, Paradox sup-
presscds. What wd an Aristocratic F.S. be like?
Man traps?

Forest equals crop/Scenery equals recreation/
Public u(l%Lu moneys. ¢t The shopkecper's view
of nature.

only another

b 1 e | - A
vViewea as

resource

to "develop," wilderness

becomes only an "escape from the desperate city to the desper-
2 1 o= 1

ate country." However, i1f one approaches the wild with an

attitude of belonging and mayvbe a little bit of "savage"

mysticism, it may provide the alternative to "developnent" and

"ecivilization."

Celebration of wild nature is so much a part of both
Snyder and Thoreau and their images are so clear (and similar),

a catalogue of some of them might be the most effective way to
present the alternative as they sce it.
Thoreau sSnvder
In society you will not O Karl would it were true
find health, but in I'd put my saw to work for you
nature. . « Society is & the wicked sqgial tree would rall
always diseascd, mwd.ﬁ*e right down.
best is the most so.~
Men tire me when I am not Today I'm back at Cold Mountain
cons tux 1ly greeted and re- I'1l1l sleep by the creek and purify
freshed as by the glux of my ears.
. -2 QO
Jkﬁﬂn'mg; streams.,
’)/} .
Snyder, "Sourdough" Earth Housc Hold, Op. Cites Po 12
35
““Thorcau, Walden, op. cit., p. 263,
36 ‘
~ Thoreau, "A Natural History of Massachusetts," op, Ccit.,, po 33,

Snyder, A_Rance of Poems, op, Cite., p. 49.
8
1 - - - AT 4 - & o L A
Thoreau, "A Natural History. « % Opn. cCit 2» Po 34
39
Snyder, & Range of Poems, Op. Cit,, pe. 38,




fﬂf. will he Zrass-ground The only thing that can be L'L)]_i“i]/3E€\W

River as long as dgrass 40 Is the Snow on Kurakake Mountaino

grows and water runs herej

e« o ¢ 1t did not seem to he © o o o s e o

putting this bird to its I'11l trail you with dogs

ricght use to pluck off its And crush you in my mouth,"

feathers, and extract its --not that H§°re Cruel ==

entrails and broil its car- But a man's got to eat.

cass on the coalss: « «

The same regard for Nature Deer dont want to die for me.

vhich excited our sympathy I'1ll drink sca-water

for her creatures nerved Sleep on beach pebbles in the rain

our hands to carry throu.h Until the deer come down to digy
gun. For we in pity for my pain.

wvhat we had be
would be hono
would fulfill

rables s « we
f L

T
ATCe

In these wild scenes, men Inhuman Altair--that "inhuman" talk;
stand about in the scenery the eye that sees all space

or move deliberately and is socketed in this one human skul
heavilye. . « He does not o o @l s » e

maXe the scencry less wild, I will not cry Inhuman & think that
more than the jays and musk- makes us small and nature

rats, bug Utaﬁﬂ%stherc as a great, we are, enough, and4%s we

9 4-
Llo . €

part of are

Our villace life would stag- e o e 8 e o

nate if it were not for the In this burning, muddy, lying
unexplored forest and mea- blood drenched world

dows which surround it. We that quiet meeting in the mountains

need ;ye tonic of wilder- cool and centle as the muzzles4%f
nesso three elk, helps keep me sane.

0 X :
Thoreau, "A Weeks. « +," 0Opo. Ccite, ps 139,

a1 .
Snyder, A Range of Poems, Op. cit,, p. 38,

a2 )
““Thoreau, "A Week « « +," Op, cit,, pe 180,

43, :
Snyder, A Rance of Poems, op. cit,, p. 60,

i

-
) e ;
Thoreau, "A Winter Walk," ops Cite, ps 72

16 ol ;
Snyder, A Range of Poems, Ops. Cit,, pe 27,

7 ;
Thoreau, Walden, ope, cit., p. 557,

c

48 A i .
Snyder, The Back Country, op. cit.,, p. 34.
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e o o« 30 novw we toolr a draft Vie offered our respects and
of the watcer with our cvening gratitude to the Sea Cods
meal to propritiate the river daily, and ate them with real
golds and uwhet our vision for,q love admiring their extra-
the sichts it was to behold,. ordinarily boaublLul, perfect
little bodies.
Ie wvas alwvays to be scen in Farthest cave up was nicely
the secrene alfternoon haunt- fixed. o o Pleasant old fellow
ing the river. « « SO many a formner college professor
surmy hours in an old man's Spcaking aslow but clc"ﬂn
life, entrapping silly fishs. « English, ile had made the an-
His fishing was not a sport, cient choice of Ugghﬂlﬂ old
nor sololy a means of subsis- acge in the woods

tance, but a sort of solemn

sac awcnf and wit hJLawa] from
the world, just as the ancients
read their Bibles.

From these it is apparent that both Snyder and Thoreau find

that life is more recal in the woods, There is a closeness with

cre

ation that is distinctly supernatural and religious. The

relicion that is found there cannot be Christianity because

Christianity is “man-centered," has become institutionalized

and, moreovecr, has come from a land which has long since lost

its

wildernosscs.

The cood Hebrew Revelation takes no cognizance of
thig cheerful snov. Is there no religion for the
temperate and frigid zones? We know of no scripturc
which records the benignity of the cods on a New
England winter nicht. . «the best scripture, after
2ll, records but a meajer faith., . «» Let a brave,
devout man spend the yecar in the woods of I{faine or
Labrador, and sce if the Hebggw Scriptures speak
adeguately to his condition.

49 ”

Thoreau, "A Weecke o 03" ODs Cit.s Pe 161,
50

snyder, Zarth ilouvsec ilold, op. Cit., p. 139,
=
)1 Al " Y b " J

-F 'JrCa“ .‘-\A i‘.‘ee.‘{' . . 0]’3’ r‘.].t (%] ‘_;‘0 152 L]
v S s ) g

ohyder, Earth Houge Fold, op. cit.:, p. 28,
53

*horeau, "Winter Walk," op. clit., ps« 75



Hen who hire men to cut groves

¥111 snakes, build cities, pave ficlds,

Bellicve 1in god, but can't ca

beliceve in their own sensos. . .

Institutionalized religion cannot offer a substitute for the
experience of livine life stri pped to its essentials (i.e. in

nature)., Organized reliszion tends to support the status quo
55
and those people alrcady in power~~ and to i1gnore the needs of

the individval. Indeed, no religion can help the individual
come to terms with his world, because each man's relation to

that world is uvnique. "Individuals /rust/ accept their fate and

56

live according to it,." Since "“salvation" is such an individual

thing, the supreme sacrifice in Christianity becomes an impedence

(because it purports to offer a supplement) to the individual

search,.

Your hancing face I know, I Know your tree.
You can't hide under Hebrew
& I don't pity you
* e s s 4 s e 6 & e ¢ & 6 o
Savior of Man!
~~~~~~~ 7ho put the hell to be harrowed?
rass

s
=

The bruisd snake coils in the
g
'

there are trees in high places; .
Keep your blood off the crotch of our tree.-

snyder, A _Rance of Poems, Op. cite, Ds 57

15 proclivity is not limited to Christianity, Snyder

disc the same phenonomna in recard to Buddhism in the Far
East in Earth Iousc Iiold, Ope. cit,, De 90,

Be

~ Thorcau, Journal, op, cCit., p. 530.

5

Snyder, The DBack Country, op, cit., Po 78
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By now it is beconing obvious that there is very little
in the Western life style that can help man resolve his search
for mecaning. Tlis technology prevents him for discovering what
ie real and useful in work, his government asks only that he
constme enouch to maintain the political economy, his religion
provides a rationalization for his technology and life style and
offers him an casy answer to his existance, Existing in such an
environnent chould be easve.e It is not. Man may be "hooked on
garba’._;e"58 but the litple bit of wildness that has not been
bred out of him will not allow him to sleep easily.

¢« o o The dog 59
Turns and turns abaut, stops and sleeps.

The poet/philosopher should be expected to provide some
insights into life; to develop some way to wake the "dog" perm-
anently. He must be much more than a creative rationalizer of
Western man's condition. 3ince the "best philosophy /is/ untrue
that aims to console man for his grievances,"60 the "threce-
fourths of philosophy and literature /Fhat/ is the talk of
people trving to convince themsclves that they really like the
cage they uerertricked into entering"61 is as useless as organized

relision. .

The poet should make people aware of the kind of life that
= Can be lived meaningfully. Thoreau described it:
We must learn to reawaken and keep ourselves awvake,

not by mechanical aids, but by an infinite exXpectation
of the dawn, which does not forsake us in our soundest

28, .

ibid,, p. 70.
59 ;

Snyder, A Rancg of Pooms, 0D, Cit., p. 19,
60

Thoreau, "A Natural History. . ;,“ Ope Cite, pe 32,

61 .
~ Snyder, Earth Housc Hold, op. cit,, p. 118,

sy |



-18-

sleepe o o it 1s something to be able to paint a
particular picture, or to carve a statue, and so
to male a few objects beautiful; but it is far
nmoroe ~lorious to carve and paint the ¥gry atmos=
.phere. + o through which ve look. « &

horeau and Snyder attribute poetry to almost the same
cources. Snyder says:

Poetry nust sing or speak from authentic experience.
e o« « Poets, as few others, must live close to the
world that DrlmlLIVC men are in: the world, in its
naladness, which is fundamental for all of us--
birth, love, deatli; the sheer fact of being alive.

~

Similarly, Thoreau claims that since poetry and survival are

s0 closely related one must be close to the business of sur-
vival if onc expects to be a poet.,

Who knows but if men constructed their dwellings
with their own hands, and provided food for them-
SGlVLu and familics simply ard honestly cnough,

the pocetic faculty would be universally developed,
as birds universally sing when they are so encaged.

Poetry comes "throuoh" rather than from the poet. Both Snyder
and Thoreau speak of the Muse's influence in thclr WOrlke.

Poeome that spring out fully armed; and those that

arc the result of artisan care. The contrived poen,
worlmanship; a sense of achievement and pride of
craft; but the purc inspiration flow lcaves one

wvith A sense of cratitude and wonder and no sense of
"I did it"--only the Muse. That level of mind. .+
This is just the clear sprinc--it reflects all things
and feeds all things but is of itself transparent. o
one canggee where it goes: to all things and in all
things, =

This imacc of the Muse as a clear deep pon is highly reminescent

Of Thoreau's description of Walden Pond and, acgain, emphasizes

the need for the wild in poetry.

—

(%))
S

Thoreau, Y{alden, op, cit., p. 343,

D
(5]

Shider, Earth louse llold, on, cit,, ». 118,

lq . -
Thorcan, Walden, op. cit., pe. 300,

T-1rth House Hold, on, cit., pp. 56-57,
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My Muce may be excused if she is silent hence-

forth. l!ow can you expecteghe birds to sing if

their croves are cut down,

We cannot escape the impression that the Muse

has stooped a little in her flight, when we

come to the literature of the civilized eras.

Even if the poet has been able to capture some of the wild
and transfer it to paper for the rest of the world, it may have
little value for that world. As has been pointed out, people
tend to icgnore, if they even understand, the warnings of their
poets. Thoreau attributes this to a lack of experiences "The
works of the creat poets have never yet been read by mankind, for
only great poets can read them."68 The great poet may nudge
mankind froa sleep, but the individual must simplify his own
life and live in expectation of the dawn if his own poetic faculty
is to be developed enough for him to understand fully,

What are the values that the poet would have adopted so
that he might be understood? They are relatively simple:
solitude,'identification with nature, the ability to live in
the present, and an ability to accept what is good from the past.

A man should stir himself with poetry

Stand firm in ritual 9

Complete himself in music

lun yi
Thoreau's values are extremely personal. He is one alone

Without any desire or need to connect himself to society. Soli-

tude is essential because it forces him to examine his own nature

66 ;

Thorcau, Walden, op, cit., pe. 441,
67 i

Phorecau, "A Weeke o o»" ODs Cites, pe. 220,
68 ;

Thorcau, Walden, op, cit., pP. 356,

Snyder, Earth llouse Iold, op. Cite, p. Se
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and to find the values that will serve him. The rest of man-
kind is superfluous,

I have never felt lonesome, or in the least op-
pressed by solitude, but once, « « o for an hour,
I doubted if the near neighborhood of man was not
essential to a sercne and healthy life. To be
alone was something unpleasant. But I was at the
same time conscious of a slight insanit¥0in my
mood, and scemed to forsee my recovery.

Because Thoreau attempts to find the essence of life
alone, he "denies" a part of the natural world that he cele-
brates. Still caught (at least somewhat) by his work-oriented,
"subdue nature," Puritan background, he can claim that "Nature

71

is hard to overcomec, but she must be overcome," and that a

denial of sex will help bring him into sharper focus with

reality.72

Chastity is the flowering of man; and what are
called CGenius, Heroism, Holiness and the like, are
but various fruits which succeed it. Man flows,3t
once to God when the channel of purity is open.
Though he defines Coodness differently from the rest of his
society, he continues to maintain a separation between good
and evil in his mind.
Our whole 1life is startlingly moral. There is

never an instant's truce between virtue and viceo 4
Goodness is the only investment that never fails.

70Thoroau, Halden, op. cit., pp. 332-383,

1vid., p. 467.

2 . . . .

It would be inaccurate to attribute this denial of sex
§°lely.t9 a Puritan upbringing. ilindu philosophy also considers
t dechibiliating according to Arthur Doester, The Lotus and the

2 p' 25.

3 .
Thoreau, Walden, o cit., p. 4606,

74 .
ibid,, p. 465,
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While Snyder concedes the importance of solitude at some

stages of development, he considers it only a part of the total

picture, One of the problems in the Western world, he feels,

has been the crosion of the "family" or "tribe" which should

have transmiltted the archaic values which have been lost to it.

He places a premium on participating in the development of a

-

better world.73 His world view is more eclectic than Thoreau's,

hovever, and would almost surely include it.,

It means affirming the widest possible spectrum

of non-harmful individual behavior--. . . Worlds

of behavior long banned by the Judaeo-Capitalist-
Christian-Marxist West. It means respecting in-
tellicence and learning, but not as greed or means
to personal power. Working on one's own responsi-
bility, but willing to work with a oroup. ;gorming
a new society within the shell of the old."

Snyder's view could even be seen as a logical extension of

Thoreau's. Onc must find a real value in one's self (possibly

throucgh solitary examination) before one can bring anything

of value to a relationship within a group. But whether one

chooses to vork within the group or to progress alone, some Of

the priorities of 1living remain the same.

In any weather, at any hour of the day or nist,

I have been anxious to improve the nick of time,
and notch it on my stick too; to stand on the
mectin: of two eternities, the past and the future,
which is pggcisoly the present moment; to toe

that line.

75This can be illustrated by their choice of withdrawal--

Thoreau went alonc to Walden; Snyder with a group to Suwa-no-
Island.,

768nydur, Earth House Hold, Op. cite., p. 92,

77Thoreau, Walden, op. cit,,
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Above all we cannot afford not to live in the pre-
sent, He 1is blessed over all mortals who losces no .,
moment of the passing life in remembering the paste '

The present moment is the only meanincgful time. If one
can live always at the "noon" of 1life, there is less chance
of being caucght by the Western world view (which is based on
poast invention and future consumption). The primitive societies
have been able to explore and develop in directions that the
Western cultures have not becausc they live in the present.
Having fewer tools, no concern with history a
living oral tradition rather than an accumulated
library, no overriding social goals, and con-
siderable freedom of sexual and inner life, such
people live vastly in the present. . « TOo live
in the "mythological present'" in close relation
to nature and basic but disciplited body/mind
states suggest a wider-ranging imagination and
a closcr subjective knowledge of one's own
physical prggerties than is usually available
to men. «
Frecdom does not mean a lack of restraints. Discipline is
an oxtremely important concept. If one does not consciously

strive to maintain a reasonable level of awareness, the aware-

ness will not be mairntained. The major difference between

the poet and the hermit that Thoreaun describes in "Brute Neigh-
bors" is largely the difference in their ability to maintain a
"disciplined body/mind sta£e." The hermit is not a poet, even
though he ‘has retreated to nature, becausc he is not able to

maintain a smooth flow of thought while encacing in a physical

activity (for crample).

(o]
(9] . .
Thoreau, "Walking," op. cit., p. 622,

9 ~ .
Snyder, Earth llouse Pold, op. cit., p. 117.
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My thoughts have left no track, and I cannot
find the path again. What was it that I was
thinking of? « « & thmae is never but onc
opportunlty of a kind.

Snyder and Thorcau have both found possible hope for the

Western culture in nyths,

The VWest is preparing to add its fables to those
of the Zast. The valleys of the Canges, the lile,
and the Rhine having yielded their crop, it re-
mains to be scen vhat the valleys of the Amazon,
the Platte, the Orinoco, the St. Lawrence, and
the Mississippi will produce. Perchance, when,

in the course of ages, American liberty has be-
come a fiction of the past. . « the poets of ?e
world will be inspired by American mytholoiyv.

~

o

Snyder secs those myths about to be written in an emerging
culturce. that has incorporated the best of the Western cultures
into a newv appreciation of ancient values.

Tor several centuries now Western Man has becn
ponderously preparing himself for a ncw look at

the inner world and spiritual realms. « « My

own opinion is that we are now experiencing a
surfacing (in a specifically "American" incarnation)
of the Creat Subculture which gogg back as far
perhaps as the late Paleolithic.

As the literature and life style of the VWest decays to provide
he "soiM for the development of new values, it may be possible
to combine the two in a more meaningful synthesis: "Decorous

: : : g 83
passionate music of 0l1d Europe out. o« « Z0f7 Zen finvers."

horecau, Halden, op. citq., pe. 471,

r)
1Thov'ean "Walking," op, cit., p. 617,

0
i

Snyder, Zarth lousc Hold, on. cit., p. 104,

(@o)
W

I]):i.(‘lg, po 370
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The new avarcness of the spirituval may have come too late.
"tr 2 3 v "84 3 1
Jnused capacitics (0 sour, ancd there have not been any
spiritual LEADERS in the West for a very lonzy time.

Yo live--we live--and all our lives
ffTave lead to this, this city,
Which is soon the world, this
Hopelessness where love of man
Or hate of man could matter
Mone, love if you will or
Contemnlate or write or teach
But knov in your human marrow you
Who reacd, that all you tread
Is earthquake rot and matter mental
Trembling, freedom is a void,
Peace war religéon revolution

- W¥Will not help.

84.pia,, p. 118,

85Snyder, The Back Country, op. cit., pp. 74=-75. (it should,
perhaps be pointed out that this is NOT Snyder's last word on the
subject, It is minc.)
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