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.(I) 



Frum the ANXALS AND MA GAZC'IE OF :NATURAL HISTORY, 
Ser. 6. Vol. xv., Feh1·uary 1895. 

On sonte Insects collected in the State of Ohiliuahuct, Mexico. By 
T. D. A. CocKERELL, Entomologist of the New Mexico Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 

TnE species recorded below were collected by the writer partly in 
May 1893, under the circumstances mentioned in Ann. & Mag. Nat. 
Rist., July 1893, and partly during an hour or two spent at Juarez 
on Aug. 26, 1893. The latter locality is on the northern boundary 
of the State, just across the river from El Paso, Texas. Montezuma, 
the locality for some of the species, is the name of a stat.ion-house 
on the Mexican Central Railway. 

The whole of the territory now considered strictly belongs to the 
arid Sonoran region-a region, however, which is more diverse in 
its fauna and flora than might be expected from the unusually 
uniform physical features. This diversity is perhaps to be accounted 
for by the fact that it is the meeting-ground of the Neotropical and 
N earctic species, which mingle in different proportions according to 
the trend of the valleys, the altitude, and so forth. Once the 
Mexican tableland is left for the tropical sea-coast, the absolute 
dominance of the N eotropical fauna is beyond question; but on the 
plateau it cannot be said that the N earctic forms occur to the 
exclusion of the N eotropical, although they certainly appear to have 
the upper hand. The warfare, if we may so term it, is carried on 
under peculiar conditions, owing to the inhospitable nature of the 
country, and the contest becomes largely one of endurance. Thus 
certain plants, such as the Arg emone, may intrud e into a zone (the 
mid-alpine) of which they are not typical, simply from their ability 
to flourish in waste and arid land. The same may be said of certain 
Cactacere, which at 8000 feet in Colorado look incongruous by the 
side of pines, spruces, and poplars. 

The collections now enumerated may throw a little new light on 
these matters, being in many cases apparently th e first records of 
the species from Mexico. 

COLEOPTER.A.. 
I am indebted to Mr. H. F. Wickham for the identification of 

these. 
Coccinellidm. 

1. Hypei·aspis la.ternlis, Mula. 
Juarez. 

2. Scymnus teneb1·os11s, Muls. 
Juarez. (Houston, Texas ; Arizona: Wickham. ) 

3. Scyrnnus near cinctus, Lee. 
Juarez. .A. fine red-brown species. 

Elateridre. 
4. An elastes Drurii , var . Latr eill ei, Lee. 

Samalayuca. (New Mexico, Arizona, &c. : Wi ckham. The 
:,pecies goes to the mid-alpin e in Colorado.) 
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Malachiidm. 
5. Oollops 4-maculatus, Fabr. 

Juarez. (Eastern U. S. to Texas and Arizona : Wickham.) 

Scarabmidm. 
6. Trox scutellaris, Say. 

Between Montezuma and Ojo Caliente. (Mo. to Tex., Kans., 
New Mex., Ariz.: Wickham. See also Horn, Tr. Am. Ent. Soc. 
1874, p. 3. Localities in Mexico are given in Biol. Centr.-Am.) 

Cerambycidre. 
7. Tylosis maculata, Lee. 

Juarez. (Santa Fe, N. M.: Boyle. Albuquerque: Wickham. 
Arizona, Texas: Leng, in Ent. Amer. 1886, p. 118. Originally 
described from a specimen collected by Dr. Wizlizenus in New 
Mexico, probably west of Santa Fe.) 

Chrysomelidre. 
8. Pachybi·acltys, sp. 11. 

Juarez. (New Mexico: Wickham.). 

9. Metachroma, prob. sp. n. 
Juarez. 

10. D·iabrotica, sp. 
Juarez. Appears intermediate hetween D. v·ittcita, Fb., and 

D. trivittata ., Mann., having antennre like the former and legs like 
the latter. 

11. Diachus au1·atus, Fab. 

Juarez. (Common all over the western U. S., Colo., Ariz., New 
Mex., Calif., Vane. I., &c.: Wickham.) 

12. Epitri:c parvula, Fab. 

Juarez. (Mesilla Valley, N. M.: Okll. U.S. and West Indies: 
Wickham.) 

13. Oassida palliclula, Boh. (texana, Cr.). 
Juarez. (Mesilla Valley, N. M.: Olcll. Albuquerque, N. M.: 

Wickha.m. It breeds 011 Solitnum elceagnifolium, and its distribution 
may probably coincide with that of the host-plant. The larva, 
found at Las Cruces on Aug. 24, 1894, is green, with lateral spines.) 

Dermestidm. 
14. Ti·ogoclerma stemale, Jayne. 

Juarez. (Las Cruces, N. M.: Olcll.). 

Tenebrionidm. 
15. Argoporis bicolor, Lee. 

Between Montezuma and Ojo Caliente. (Arizona: Witkham.) 
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Anthicidre. 
16. Noto:cus serratus, Lee. 

Juarez. (Las Cruces, N. M., Chaffee Co., Colo.: Okll.) 

Curculionidre. 
17. Anthonomus inermis, Boh. 

Juarez. (" California .. ") 

18. Ma.crorhoptus near hispidus, Dietz. 

Near Santa Rosalia, on a malvaceous plant. 

ORTHOPTER.A.. 

Gryllidre. 
l 9. Gryllus mexicaniis, Sauss. 

Montezuma. 

Acridiidoo. 
20. Haldemanella 1·obusta, Bruner. 

Montezuma. (Arizona: Bruner, Pr. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1889.) 

21. Hippiscus ( Xanthippus) zapotecus, Sau~s. 

Montezuma. 
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'£he above three were kindly identified by Prof. L. Bruner, of 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 

HYMENOPTER.A.. 

The aculeate species, except the ants, were identified by Mr. Fox, 
of Philadelphia; the others went t,o the U. S. Department of Agri­
culture. Mr. C. Robertson assisted me with some of the bees. 

Apidre. 
22. Diadasict climinuta, Cress, 

Juarez. (El Paso, Tex., Las Cruces, N. M.: Okll. Colo.: Cress.) 

23. Melissocles agilis, Cress. 

Juarez. (Texas: Cresson.) 

24. Pe1·clitct albipennis, Cress. 

Juarez. (Las Cruces, N. M.: Ckll. Colo., Tex.: Cresson.) 

25. Pe1·clita hyalina, Cress. 

Juarez. (Las Cruces, N. M.: Olcll. Colo.: Cress.) 

Andrenidre. 
::!ti. () ilissa, sp. n.? 

Juarez. 
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Juarez. 

lvHscellaneous. 

27. Colletes, sp. 

28. Colletes consors, Cr. 

Juarez. (Colo., Texas: C1·esson.) 

29. Colletes amerii:a11a, Cr., o. 
Juarez. (Eastern Statos.) 

30. Aiigochlora pura, Say. 
Juarez. (Mesa Co., Colo.: Ckll. North to Canada.) 

Philanthidat. 

31. Cerceris Kennicottii, Cress. ? 
Juarez. 

ScoliidiD. 

32. Myzine hamata, Say. 

Juarez. (Las Cruces, N. M.: Townsend, Ckll. Cresson gives 
this as equivalent to 111. interrupta, Say, from Pennsylvania.) 

Mutillidre. 
33. Spha:i·ophtlwlma Poxi, Ckll. 

Juarez. (Not known from any other locality.) 

Formicidre. 
The ants " 'ere kindly identified by M. E. Andre. 

34. Tapinom(! analis, .Andre. 

Terrazas. (Only known from this locality.) 

M. E. Andre bas recorded Do1·ymyrmex pyram-icus as found by 
me at Montezuma; but this is an er1or-the specimens were from 
El Paso, Texas. lt may be well also to mention that I collected 
Ectatomma concentl'icmn at Moneague, Jamaica, not Kingston, as 
M. Andre has it. 

Myrmicidre. 
35. Aphcenogaster Coclcerelli, .Andre. 

Mont,ezuma. (Only known from this locality.) 

36. Atta octospinosa, Reich. 

Montezuma. (Torreon, Mexico : Clcll. Apparently not found in 
the U. S. Dalla Torre cites "Am. Mer.") 

37. Pogonomyrmex barbatus, Sm. 

Between Montezuma and Ojo Caliente; Ort.iz. (Las Cruces, 
N. M.: Okll. Texas, Arizona: Cresson. Dalla Torre cites 
:Mexico.) 



Juarez. 

Juarez. 

11liscellaneous. 

Cynipidre. 

38. Eucoila, sp. 

39. Holcaspis, sp. 

Both of these were new to Coll. U.S. Nat. Mus. 

Braconidre. 

40. Bathystomus, sp. 

Juarez. (The genus does not seem to occur in the U. S.) 

41. Icliasta, sp. 
Juarez. 
Both of these new to Coll. U. S. Nat. Mus. 

Juarez. 

Juarez. 

Chalcididre. 

42. Eurytoma, sp. 

43. Glyphe, sp. 

Both of these new to Coll. U.S. Nat. Mus. 

LEPIDOPTERA. 

Pieridre. 

44. Pieris pi·otodice, Bdv. & Lee. 

Juarez. (North to Canada.) 

Nymphalidre. 

45. Synchloe lacinia, Geyer. 
Juarez. (Neotropical, and north to Las Cruces, N. M.) 

45 a. Syncliloe lacinia, aberr. i·ufescens, Ckll. 
Juarez. 

Lycrenidre. 
46. Lycama exilis, Boisd. 
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Juarez. (Garfield Co., Colo., Las Cruces, N. M., Santa Fe, N. M. 
(one only): Olcll. Texas, Fla., Ariz., Calif.: W. H. Edwards.) 

Hesperidre. 

47. Pholisora catullus, Fabr. 

Juarez; identified by Dr. Skinner. (Colorado &c.) 

Psychidre. 
48. Oilceticus Townsendi, Riley, MS., Towns. 

Juarez. (Also Las Cruces, N. M., on tornillo, apple, and locust. 
To~nsend only described the larva; the male moth has the cell 
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ronspicuously dark brown, with a pale streak along its upper 
margin; othorwise it is not so very different from the description of 
0. Abbotii as given by Neumregen and Dyar, In. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 
1894, p. ll8.) 

Noctuidre. 
Kindly identified by Prof. J. B. Smith. 

49. Om·neades in.signetta, Walk. 
Montezuma. Prof. Smith gave me this name; but in his Cata. 

logue (1893) he places it as a synonym of C. insulsa, Walk., w bich 
extends to Nova Scotia. 

50. Cirrhobolina rnexicana, Behr. 

Montezuma. (Colo., New Mex., .Ariz., Tex.: Smith. The species 
belongs to the arid region, but it is of a Neotropical type.) 

Geometridre. 
Kindly identified by Mr. Hulst. 

51. Semiothisa californiata, Pack. 

Montezumn. (Las Cruces, N. M. : Clcll. Calif., Texas, Kamas, 
Nebraska: Paclca1·d.) 

52. Phibalapteryx intestinata, Gn. 
Montezuma. (Extends to Maine and Canada: Pack.) 

HOMOPTERA. 

Membracidre. 
53. Stictoceplzala festina, Say. 

Juarea. (Las Cruces, N. M.: Clcll. Florida: Say.) 

Coccid£e. 
54. Cm·oplastocles niveus, Ckll. 

Montezuma. (Not known from elsewhere; the genus bas one 
other species, from the Mesilla Valley, N. M.) 

55. Ceroplastes frregularis, Ckll. 
Between Montezuma and Ojo Caliente. (Mesilla Valley, N. M.: 

(Jlcll.) 
I will take this opportunity of giving some fresh information 

about 0. iri·egularis, based on the study of Mesilla Valley specimens. 
It is found on Atriplex canescens, and when alive is much whiter 
and more regular than my original types, which were old and injured 
by drying. The female with the wax removed is 4½ millim. long, 
nearly the shape of Lecanium hemispha;ricum ; the dorsum is 
rounded, smooth and shiny, and has no boss ; the sides show irre­
gular gibbosities; the caudal spine or tail is short and stout, but 
distinct. 
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On March 13, 1894, females were found with eggs, which are 
pink in colour. The number of eggs laid by one female is very 
great ; I estimated them at a thousand. From the Mesilla Valley 
specimens I bred some numbers of a Chalcidid parasite, the Aphycus 
ceroplastis of Howard. 

Looking over the above list of · Chihuahua State insects, it will be 
seen that the Nearctic types largely preponderate, and that some few 
are even boreal. But it is proper to state that several of the species 
taken have not yet been identified; and as the specimens were 
mostly submitted to specialists who are much more familiar with 
the N earctic than the N eotropical fauna, it may be assumed that the 
unnamed species were probably largely N eotropical. Consequently, 
had everything found been named, the percentage of N eotropical 
types might have been larger. 

The localities cited are all over 3000 feet above sea-level; Juarez 
is about 3700 feet, Montezuma about 4500 feet, Damalayuca about 
4200 feet, Ojo Caliente about 4200 feet, Ortiz about 3800 feet. 

Las Cruces, New Mexico, U.S.A., 
Nov. 13, 1894. 
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