
Utah State University Utah State University 

DigitalCommons@USU DigitalCommons@USU 

Ca Bee Lab 

3-1-1897 

New Forms of Osmia From New Mexico New Forms of Osmia From New Mexico 

T. D. A. Cockerell 
New Mexico Agricultural College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca 

 Part of the Entomology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Cockerell, T. D. A., "New Forms of Osmia From New Mexico" (1897). Ca. Paper 221. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca/221 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Bee Lab at DigitalCommons@USU. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Ca by an authorized 
administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For more 
information, please contact digitalcommons@usu.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fbee_lab_ca%2F221&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/83?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fbee_lab_ca%2F221&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca/221?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fbee_lab_ca%2F221&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@usu.edu
http://library.usu.edu/
http://library.usu.edu/


/ 9;91 

'rHE CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGIST! ;i_ o/ ; 6fi 

NEW FORMS OF OSMIA FROM NEW MEXLCO. 

BY T. D. A. COCKERELL, J\IESILLA, N. !\I. 

Osmia prunorum, n. sp. 

<j) .-Lengt h, 9 mm.; shining dark greenish-blue, densely punctured 
with pale ochreous pubescence. Head subquadrate, face and front so 
densely punctured as to be cancellate; pubescence thin except on occiput; 
clypeus punctured just like the front, with no central keel, the ante rior 
margin broadly dark purple, the edge straight and entire, two converging 
brushes of orange hair projecting from beneath it. Mandibles with the 
two lower teeth long and pointed. Antennre rather short, flagellum only 
feebly brownish beneath. Thorax very closely punctured, not very 
densely hairy; basal triangle of metathorax minutely granular, its extreme 
base minutely longitudinally plicate. Teguhe black, sh ining, sparsely 
punctured. Wings hyaline, faintly dusky beyond the nervures, nervures 
black. Legs black, with pale brownish or grayish pubescence, rufescent 
on inner sides of basal joints of tarsi; hind femora quite broad at ends, 
basal joint of hind tarsi quite stout. Abdomen short, suboval, convex, 
shining, strongly but not very closely punctured, first joint covered with 
sparse long pale ochreous pubescence; remaining joints with a sericeous 
pile, only noticeable in certain lights, when it will take more or less the . 
appearance of bands. Apex with snow-white hairs. Ventral scopa black 
in middle and yellowish-white at sides. 

6 .-A little larger; face and clypeus densely covered with silky 
white pubescence; pubescence of thorax a deeper ochreous, especially on 
scutellum. Antennro long, flagellum rufous beneath. Colour of head and 
thorax a decided olive green. Wings not dusky beyond the nervures. 
Pubescence of last four legs sparse and black. Middle tarsi ordinary. 
Pile of second and third abdominal segments pale ochreous, that of the 
following segments black except narrowly along hind margin of fourth. 
Sixth segment with a shallow median depression ; its hind margin with a 
very distinct rounded emargination. Apex with two long black spines. 

Hab. -Mesilla Valley, N. 111.; 3 <j), 1 J at flowers of plum, 
College Farm, April 9 (Ckll.); 4 'i', 1 J at flowers of Sisymbriu111, 
College Farm, April 12th (Ckll. ). Resembles 0. disti1tcta, but easily 
known by the bicoloured ventral scopa. The O seems to resemble that 
of proxima, which I have not seen . This species is apparently referable 
to the subgenus C/1alcos111ia, Schmeid. 
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Osmia plte1tax, n. sp. 

<j? .-Length, 9 mm. This so ciosely resembles pnmorum that I 
had confounded it with it. It differs iq the following particulars: Head 
and thorax olive green, clypeus strongly purple on the disc. Flagellum 
ferruginous beneath. Pubescence somewhat thinner, and entirely rather 
dull white. Tegulre shining rufotestaceous. Wings faintly dusky all over. 
Abdomen duller, olive green with faint purple tints, punctures larger and 
closer. Ventral sco1)a thin and short, pale fulvo-ochreous, uniform in 
colour. Small joints of tarsi more or less rufescent. 

Hab.-Mesilla, N. M., at flowers of honeysuckle, April 13, 1895 
(Miss J. E. Casad). Also one taken some time ago at Las Cruces, by 
Prof. Townsend. Easily known by the colour of the tegulre, which is 
very unusual for Osmia. A specimen was compared by Mr. Fox with the 
Cresson collection, and returned with the note: " Near distiucta, colour 
paler, and wings clear throughout, tegulre testaceous, punctures of dorsu­
lum stronger." 

Osmia cerasi, n. sp. or var. 

<j? .-Length, gYz mm.; stoutly built, very dark blue, greenish on 
vertex and dorsum of thorax, purplish on clypeus. Pleura sometimes 
black. This agrees with Cresson's description of 0. dema in almost every 
particular, and may be only a southern variety of it; but it has the 
pubescence of the occiput and thorax above bright rust-red, as Cresson 
describes for rustica. The thorax is distinctly green anteriorly. The 
apical margins of the abdominal segments are dark blue, concolorous with 
the rest. Pubescence of pleura and face entirely black; ventral scopa 
black. Tegul::e black. Pubescence of abdomen short, black, except that 
on first segment, which is longer and pale fulvous. The punctures of the 
head and thorax are large, and about as close as it is possible for them to 
be ; those of the abdomen are also close. Legs with black hairs . 

.Hab.-Mesilla, N. l\L, on flowers of cherry, April 14th, 1895 (Miss 
J. E. Casad); College Farm, Mesilla Valley, April 9th, 1895, on flowers 
of plum (Miss J. E. Casad). Also one taken at Las Cruces by Miss 
Agnes Williams (now l\[rs. Herbert). The above three are all the species 
of Os111ia observed in the l\[esilla Valley. 
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