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July 20, 2022

Open Educational 
Resources: Wherever, 
Whenever, Forever



Introductions

§ School
§ Role
§ Any experience 

(that you know of)
with OER?

Stephanie Western
OER Program Coordinator
stephanie.western@usu.edu



What is OER?
“OER are teaching, learning, and 
research resources that reside in the 
public domain or have been released 
under an intellectual property license 
that permits their free use and re-
purposing by others. Open 
educational resources include full 
courses, course materials, modules, 
textbooks, streaming videos, tests, 
software, and any other tools, 
materials, or techniques used to 
support access to knowledge.” 
(William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation)

Source: What is OER, 2016

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDTCdMKlDQw
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“Faux-pen Access”

It’s Free buuuuutttt . . . 
§ Have to create login
§ Free access expires
§ Available through library 

subscription
§ You can’t save a copy, edit, 

reshare—no 5 Rs allowed



Why OER?

For Students
§ Affordability
§ Access
§ Quality

For Instructors
§ Academic Freedom
§ Impact
§ Remote Teaching



K-12 Repository Examples:
§ Utah’s Open Textbook 

Project: 
https://www.uen.org/oer/

§ CK-12: 
https://www.ck12.org/teacher/

§ OER Commons: 
https://www.oercommons.org/

Where to Find OER?

https://www.uen.org/oer/
https://www.ck12.org/teacher/
https://www.oercommons.org/


Searching 
with Savannah



OER at USU (2014 – Present)

§ Student Savings: $3.4 million
§ Students Affected: 40,000
§ Unique Courses using OER: 172
§ Unique Instructors: 262
§ 23 Gen Ed classes 
§ 37 Grant awards
§ 8,000 students saved $888K in 

2021-2022 school year
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Discussion Questions:

§ Do you and/or your students know what 
makes something an OER vs another free or 
affordable resource?

§ What has your experience been with using 
and/or teaching with OER?

§ What kind of feedback have you received 
from students about OER?



Links and Resources
§ UEN Open Educational Resources

§ Creative Commons Licenses

§ Thing x: OER from Cool Tools for Schools

§ 20 OER Sites every K-12 Educator Should 
Know from Hapara

§ The OER Starter Kit from Iowa University Press
§ Brief FAQs on OER for K-12 Educators

§ Pixaby (copyright-free images, music, and 
videos)

§ USU OER Program

https://www.uen.org/oer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://cooltoolsforschool.net/oer-open-educational-resources/
https://hapara.com/blog/20-oer-sites-every-k12-educator-should-know/
https://hapara.com/blog/20-oer-sites-every-k12-educator-should-know/
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.oercommons.org/static/staticpages/documents/FAQ-OER-K-12.pdf?f923a5a5e335
https://pixabay.com/
https://library.usu.edu/oer/


Thank 
You
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