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Opiate 

The Marxist concept of superstructure—the insititutional and ideological systems that 
exist alongside the economic means of production, can help explain this inertia. It’s not 
enough to question the commoditized model of academic publishing without also 
interrogating the ideas and social systems that make this model appear inevitable.

Alex Sundt

Stephanie Western
Erica Finch

Becky Thoms

Talk of the prestige economy is cheap, while open access and APCs are big business. 
Librarians dream of bolder action but are fearful of institutional backlash. How do we 
find a new path forward?
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Power to the Publishers

Companies like Elsevier and Clarivate are 
rapidly transforming into end-to-end 
academic data brokers.
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Elsevier/RELX 
acquisitions since 2013.

Digital First, Students Last
The big three textbook publishers use 
digital-only to combat reselling and lock 
students into more restrictive access.

33% jump in profits in 
2021 after going digital 
first.

40% increase in sales. 
U.S. Higher Ed business 
is 83% digital and over 
85% are recurring sales.

Digital sales grew 10%. 
Inclusive Access billings 
rose 58%.
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What roles do libraries play in 
reinforcing the commoditized 
model of academic production?

Elsevier/RELX acquisitions since 2013.
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