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Section I: The Request

R401 Purpose*

Utah State University requests approval to offer the following Minor Degree:
Community-Based Education. Effective Fall 2020.

Section II: Program Proposal

Proposed Action &
Rationale*

Labor Market
Demand (if
applicable)

USU seeks to add a minor degree within the School of Applied Sciences,
Technology, and Education. Based on labor market demand and student interest in
Community-Based Education (CBE), this minor with a focus on nonformal
education is necessary. The CBE minor prepares students for careers in outreach,
industry training and development, talent recruitment and preparation, and as
education specialists in nonformal settings. Nonformal or informal education
happens outside of the formal classroom, often in local communities and in
partnership with government, private, or nonprofit organizations. Community-based
career work frequently requires education techniques and skills for a wide variety
of participants. With audiences from young children, to adolescent youth, to adults
and aging adults. Many organizations are looking for people with active-learning
instructional skills, the ability to manage volunteers, design teaching events,
evaluate curriculum and program impacts, and create connection through
teambuilding. The required courses for the minor support organizational and
community needs for establishing the next generation of informal educators. It is
designed to apply to a variety of students with different interest areas, who have a
common desire to work officially or unofficially with community-driven programs.

A significant demand exists in Utah for nonformal and outreach educators. This
career is among those with the fastest predicted growth rate, with a 4% increase in
need before 2024. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, self-enrichment
teachers may teach or instruct in areas of self-improvement, which may be non-
vocational and/or non-academic subjects. They include nonformal educators who
improve society by working within programs that provide public and private
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Finances*
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land-grant Extension education. Nonformal educators fulfill a societal need by
strengthening public skill-base, increasing motivation for higher personal
achievement, and building capacity for economic growth at the community level.
Additionally, occupational projections indicate a need in Utah for community-
service leadership, nonformal instruction coordinators, and tourism educators and
guides. For those students looking for a broader career path, a USDA report from
2015 predicted a shortage of 7,200 positions nationally in education,
communication, and government services by 2020. These jobs include extension
educators, government agency workers, and private and public nonformal
educators.

The minor is consistent with USU's land-grant mission of education and outreach.
Community-based education prepares students to "serve the public through
learning, discovery and engagement.” Because of USU's unique mission, the
proposed minor does not overlap or conflict with any other USHE institution. The
program will not be delivered outside of the designated service area. While some
coursework may be offered online, most will be delivered at USU campuses.

There will be no changes required to implement the CBE minor as it only
incorporates existing courses, faculty, staff, and facilities. The CBE minor does not
require the development of new courses and will be offered using current faculty
resources. All courses offered as electives outside of the College of Agriculture
have been approved for use within the minor by the respective program directors
or department heads. The approvals have been documented.

Section III: Curriculum (if applicable)

Program
Curriculum
Narrative

Eligibility Requirements:

New first-year students, transfer students, and students from other USU majors
who have at least a 2.5 overall GPA qualify to enter the Community-Based
Education (CBE) minor. The CBE minor requires a minimum of 14 credit hours.
Students must complete all required courses, plus one elective course. The
maximum number of credits that may be obtained for completion is 18. Students
must obtain a grade of C or higher for all associated courses to be awarded the
minor.

Students should determine if they meet the eligibility requirements then submit a
one-page, double-spaced letter of intent to the program advisor. The letter should
explain why they are interested in declaring for the minor and their intended career
path. The letters will be reviewed and accepted by the Program Coordinator.
Students are required to meet with the program advisor prior to declaring the minor
to discuss the change and review their degree plan in DegreeWorks.

The elective courses have been selected to give each student the expertise to
excel in careers associated with nonformal or community-based education.
Students can determine their own individual focus based on personal preference
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these courses. It is recommended that students consider their elective choices
carefully and seek for electives in multiple categories to ensure a well-rounded

approach to community outreach. Students may ask the program coordinator about
additional elective choices that will be considered on an individual basis.

Students working toward a BS degree in Agricultural or Family and Consumer
Science Education are not eligible to complete the community-based education
minor.

Step 5: Attach completed Program Curriculum and Degree Map to this

request by clicking on the Files (4 icon located in the upper left-hand corner of
the Proposal Toolbox.

Step 6: Submit

Click on the save all changes button below.

Scroll to the top left and click on the launch P icon to launch your
proposal.
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