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X-ray-induced apoptosis of immature Sertoli cells

Figure 7. Electron micrograph, 4 day cytoplasm of an engulfing Sertoli cell
animal, 4 h after irradiation. An early (S). Bar = 2 um.

apoptotic body (1) shows the

characteristic masses of condensed, Figure 10. 8 h post-irradiation, 4 day
peripherally located nuclear chromatin. animal. Numerous apoptotic bodies in
Advanced degenerative changes following various stages of degradation within
phagocytosis are evident in 2 and 3. phagolysosomes of viable resident Sertoli
g = gonocyte. Bar = 5 um. cells. Bar = 5 um.

Figure 8. 4 h post-irradiation, 4 day

animal. Sertoli cells (1,2) showing the (Figs. 7, 8 and 9). Fragmentation of the
early nuclear changes of apoptosis with nucleus and cytoplasm produced smaller
condensed, marginated chromatin. The membrane-bound apoptotic bodies (Figs. 8
nucleus of Sertoli cell 3 has 'budded' and 9). Fragmentation of the nucleus, as
into smaller membrane-bounded fragments distinct from nuclear folding, was
(*¥). Bar = 2 um. confirmed by the ultrastructural finding

of isolated nuclear remnants within
Figure 9. 4 h post-irradiation, 4 day small, phagocytosed apoptotic bodies

animal. Two early apoptotic bodies (1, (Fig.9). The cytoplasm of apoptotic
2) with marginated nuclear chromatin. 1 bodies was condensed (Figs. 8 and 9) and,
has a thin rim of condensed cytoplasm. 2 in most cases, the organelles were well
is also almost entirely nuclear in preserved (Fig. 8). The small size of
composition and is surrounded by the mitochondria in early apoptotic
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