





though believers can be anyone from scientists to hippies. Naturalists all seem to want the same
thing. Unity, not dichotomy is their goal.

In Western tradition, dichotomous subjects almost never allow for harmony or unity. For
instance, the controversy over The Two Cultures by C. P. Snow has undergone fierce debate in
the very recent past. The “two cultures” refer to the “literary intellectuals™ and the “natural
scientists.” Snow’s original purpose in his lecture was to contribute to the realization of “‘Peace.
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Food. No more people than the earth can take. That is the cause’” (Ixxi). Snow had recognized
the communication gap widening between the literary intellectuals and the scientists, and noted
how each group nearly shunned the other because they could not talk about common subjects, or
agree on the resolution of certain problems. But in the end, Snow argued for a unity of the two
cultures for the betterment of humankind. Hence, Schaller and Matthiessen’s break from
tradition has at least one commonality with the work of C. P. Snow. All three realized the
essential need for unity in all things.

Matthiessen, more explicitly than Schaller, illustrates how science, spirituality, and nature
can complement each other. Matthiessen argues from a mystical perspective. He states that what
we see "is Maya, or Illusion, the 'magic show' of Nature" (66). Science and Zen Buddhism (of
which Nature is an integral part), "Both agree that human mechanisms of perceptions, stunted as
they are by screens of social training that close out all but the practical elements in the sensory
barrage, certainly transcend mere physical evidence” (64). In this statement, Matthiessen

precisely reiterates the problems that plagued Snow’s “two cultures”--“human mechanisms of

perception” and the “screens of social training.”
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Conclusion

In this essay, I hope to have shown how important and instructive a unified approach to
science and spirituality can be. The environment and writings about its preservation seem to lead
to a search for connection--for harmony--for education. Both science and sectarian religion have
been known both to educate and to baffle, but a personal spirituality often leads to solitude and
communion with the natural world. Nature writers such as Matthiessen and Schaller, no matter
how different personally or professionally, find common ground in the way they can synthesize
science and spirituality when addressing the wonders of the natural world. Perhaps with the aid
of writers like Matthiessen and Schaller, the western and eastern traditions will meld their ways

of thinking before the natural world and everything that depends upon it are destroyed.
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