


their needs through an already established process, they are unlikely to get involved or to 

listen to an alternative group developed through mediation. 

Although mediation does not seem to be a viable solution to this dispute, I believe that 

there are still opportunities for UDOT to open up the decision making process and allow more 

active citizen involvement. IfUDOT included LCC in the CAT team's discussions, it would 

give them a sense of involvement. Also, UDOT should give more information to the 

communities of Garden City and Cache County and allow more open forums to discuss the 

potential impacts. By applying more citizen input and involvement in the Logan Canyon 

controversy, UDOT may be able to dissolve the mistrust which has developed in the 

communities effected by this controversy. 

However, in order to overcome a history of mistrust, UDOT must be willing to be 

truly responsive to public concerns. If they try to involve people through a public relations 

effort but then ignore their advice, they risk incurring even greater resentment. Many people 

believe that UDOT is hiding behind the administrative process in order to protect 'dodgy' 

scientific data and to avoid other data that could call their plan into question. If this is the 

case, I feel that the communities of Cache County and Garden City are in for a whirlwind of 

lawsuits and appeals over the Logan Canyon Highway. 

It seems to me that the current controversy over Logan Canyon could have been 

avoided ifUDOT had implemented better public involvement and a more collaborative 

approach early in the process. At the present, when scarcity of natural resources is reaching 

unsurpassed levels, it is essential that agencies who manage natural resources work with the 

public. No longer is an agency free to do as it likes, it must respond to public interests. I 

think that as controversy increases, budgets become more limited, and UDOT realizes that 

lawsuits may hold up the projects, the State of Utah will ask UDOT to postpone construction 

up Logan Canyon until after the 2002 Olympics so that they can focus their budget on 

improving Interstate 15. 

I believe the refocusing of attention on Interstate 15 for the 2002 Olympics would 

allow environmental groups more time to raise awareness and funding. After the 2002 

Olympics in Utah, UDOT may again try to proceed with the current Logan Canyon project. I 

hope that the environmental community can unite and speak-out loud enough to cause UDOT 
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to back down and reconsider projects with less development and more consideration for 

environmental interests. This is my hope and prayer. 

The controversy which is centered around Logan Canyon demonstrates all of the 

unique qualities environmental mediators must deal with regularly. It involves various 

different parties , the parties have evolved and developed as tensions over specific projects 

increased , and this issue deals with public land that is owned by everyone. Also, the data, 

facts, and projections concerning the impacts of these projects have been hard to determine 

and hotly debated. NEPA, the Federal Land Planning and Management Act, and the Clean 

Water Act have largely determined how Forest Service and UDOT decisions would be made 

concerning the Logan Canyon project. Using the Logan Canyon controversy has been 

extremely beneficial to me as I search for a greater understanding of the dynamics of 

environmental conflicts and dispute resolution and the use of environmental mediation to 

manage those disputes. 
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