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Office Birthday Princess

Informant:

Alisa Monson
South Jordan, UT
December 1, 2018

Alisa Monson is my mother. After raising 4 children, she decided that she wanted to finish her
bachelor’s degree online. She graduated last year from BYU Idaho. Alisa had never held a job in
my lifetime, so when she took a job as a receptionist, my whole family was shocked.

Context:

Alisa worked as a receptionist in the Copper Hills High School attendance office in West Jordan,
UT. She and most of her co-workers were mothers and worked there primarily for the social
aspect, rather than for need of money. She worked this job for about 8 months before becoming
an online teacher for BYU Pathways. She sent me this story after | sent a message to my whole

family asking for submissions.

Text:
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A 'Fam, | need help! | have
a folklore project and | have to
collect 10 workplace prank

stories, | have 9. So | need one
of you lovely souls to help me
out! Any work pranks are
welcome!

Mommy

Hmm I'll think | might have one
@ but it wasn’t a mean prank

It doesn’t have to be mean

@ Ok... I'll email it to you

Mommy
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Mommy >

At work we all took turns
celebrating each other persons
birthdays. Celebrating did not
mean a card and dessert it
meant decorations your whole
work place including hanging
things from the ceiling. Didn't
have to celebrate it on the
exact date. So you can imagine
my surprise when | walked in
one day and found my desk all
sparkly with pink frills and
signs and a banner saying
happy birthday. | also had a
ribbon | had to wear all day
saying it was the princesses
birthday. | did enjoy a box of
donuts and a hilarious card
signed by all the staff.

How long before/after your
birthday was this?

Since my birthday was in
September and | didn't work

(O A) (&)



W11 Sprint & 2:04 PM @ 7 © 83% mm)

< &

Mommy >
have to celebrate it on the
exact date. So you can imagine
my surprise when | walked in
one day and found my desk all
sparkly with pink frills and
signs and a banner saying
happy birthday. | also had a
ribbon | had to wear all day
saying it was the princesses
birthday. | did enjoy a box of
donuts and a hilarious card
signed by all the staff.

How long before/after your
birthday was this?

Since my birthday was in
September and | didn’t work
there then they did it in March

And where did you work at this
point?

Delivered

Copper hills attendance office
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Texture:
At first, Alisa was hesitant to tell me this story because it wasn’t a “mean” prank. However,
when I told her she didn’t have to be sending me “mean” pranks she got excited and immediately
sent me this story.
Megan Monson
Utah State University
Folklore 2210
Dr. Lynne McNeill
Fall 2018
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