








would employ emergency response programs to mitigate impacts of potential toxic chemical accidents

to workers and the public.
5.8.4 Accidents

Although a serious accident involving naval spent nuclear fuel is highly unlikely, emergency
plans are in place at all nuclear naval facilities to mitigate the impacts of a facility or transportation
accident. These plans include activation of emergency control organizations throughout the Naval
Nuclear Propulsion Program to provide on-scene response as well as support for the on-scene
response team. Realistic training exercises are conducted periodically to ensure that the response
organizations maintain a high level of readiness, and to ensure that coordination and communication
lines with local authorities and other federal and state agencies are effective. In addition, naval fuel is
designed to resist corrosion and damage due to accident conditions; this rugged construction would
also have an important mitigative effect on the impacts of an accident involving naval spent nuclear

fuel.

Emergency response measures include provisions for immediate response to any emergency at
any naval site, identification of the accident conditions, and communications with civil authorities
providing radiological data and recommendations for any appropriate protective actions. In the event
of an accident involving radioactive or toxic materials, workers in the vicinity of the accident would
promptly evacuate the immediate area. This evacuation can typically be accomplished within minutes

of the accident and would reduce the hazard to workers.

For members of the general public residing at the site boundary and beyond, action would be
taken to prevent the public from exceeding certain limits on exposure to radiation or other hazards if
needed. Individuals that reside or work on site, or those that may be traversing the site in a vehicle
would be evacuated from the affected area within 2 hours. Security personnel and appropriate local
officials at all locations would oversee the removal of residents, workers, and travelers in a safe and
efficient manner. Periodic training and evaluation of the emergency response personnel is conducted
to ensure that correct actions are taken during an actual casualty. Therefore, exposure of residents,
workers, and travelers to any hazard, including the potential for ingestion and inhalation of contami-
nation, would be limited, as much as possible. Upon stabilization of the situation, recovery and

remediation actions would be implemented as soon as practicable.
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