





S.Fork Clear Creek 58
Upper Grommund Creek 60
E. Sourdough 57

Most of the streams in the Analysis Area contain rainbow, brook, and brown trout. The Wyoming
Game and Fish management emphasis is to maintain these populations through a wild trout
strategy; i.e. to ge fish populations for natural reproduction. Besides the species above, lakes
in the area contain Snake River czm.hrwt, golden, eagle lake rainbow, splake, lake trout, and
grayling. The in standing waters is for wild and basic yield, which provides
for occasional stockmg The WGFD r g the number of fish available for harvest through

yearly fishing regulations.

Most of the lakes in the Cloud Peak Wilderness area have been stocked with exotic trout species
smce 1933, however litle information exists on the effect of stocking on the aquatic environment.
Fishing is the primary reason many visitors hike into the wildemess area. Recreational fishing is
expected to increase in the future. The WGFD attempts to meet a diversity of fishermen wants
through harvest restriction, and trophy management regulations.

There are several ponds/wetlands in the Analysis Area, that have no fisheries potential, however
they serve as valuable wetlands for species which may occur in the area, including
sensitive species such as northem leopard frogs, wood frogs and westem sported frogs.

Riparian areas and aquatic species are impacted from poor physical and biological conditions on
some streams and standing water as a result of roads, livestock, trails and ruts, and loss of forested
cover.

Susceptibility HIGH, Resiliency MODERATE

Meets
Causes Forest Risk and Related OQutcomes
Plan
Roads, Livestock Grazing, and YELLOW- Declines in aquatic bi
reduction of forested cover. N Decline in fishing opportunities.

Forest Plan Goals/Desired Conditions

* Provide necessary habitat for wildlife/fish population objectives agreed upon with the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department.

* Provide wildlife/fish habitats on a sustained yield basis to maintain a viable population of all
existing native vertebrate species

e Mamtain or improve the habitats of wildlife management indicator species. This includes
game fish
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® [dentify and protect all State and Federally designated and proposed threatened and endangered
plant and animal species.

® Manage waters capable of supporting self-sustaining trout populations to provide for those
populations. Wyoming Game and Fish Department desires to establish and maintain an
entirely wild, self-sustaining fishery rather than “basic yield", which allows for stndang
hatchery-raiscd fish. Basic yield will continue as a on g waters.

Opportunities/Possible Management Actions

e Change livestock management on those streams rated below 65% (cowfish rating). As a last
resort fence riparian pasture. i

e Close or reroute roads in riparian zones or where watershed has identified road material
deposition into streams.

e In those drainages where past timber harvest has occurred, ensure adequate reforestation has
taken place before additional cuts 2~ proposed.

e Continue educational programs such as “Leave No Trace” along highly used streams and
standing waters, to decrease rutting and compaction from humans.

e For FDR 516 and FDR 460, ﬂmelevelsof action are possible with level 1 being
preferred and most effective in g imp

1) Close the road section
2) Reroute the road away from the stream
3) Improve crossings with bridges to reduce sihation.

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRDS

Up until the past few years, little has been known about neotropical birds in the Analysis Area.
Breeding bird surveys conducted by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service indicate that over half of the
neotropical birds that occur or may occur in the area, have been showing declining numbers in
‘Wyoming since 1966.

The Forest Service conducted a constant-effort mist netting project on Hunter Mesa and North
Fork of Powder River beginning in 1994 and continuing through 1996. One objective of the work
was to determine the importance of several habitat types to passerine birds. Another objective was
to help determine the effect cattle grazing may have on birds using these areas. The results of this
work provides the basis for inferences to the Analysis Area.

At each location at Hunter Mesa, three nets were erected; in an upland grassland type, a fenced
riparian type, and an unfenced riparian type. Netting occurred every 10 days beginning in early
June and ending in mid to late August. Netting began at first light and was completed by
approximately noon. Nets were checked and birds were collected every 45 minutes to an hour.

The riparian types at Hunter Mesa are isolated seeps and have been available to cattle for grazing *

since cattle grazing began in the area sometime in the late 1800's. One of the seeps was fenced to

exclude cattle in 1994. Extensive vegetative analysis of the area has not been conducted, however
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permanent ecodata plots, one inside the fenced area and one in the

£

d area, were

Lliched

in 1990. The riparian ecological type is classified as tall willow. The grassland type is dominated

by Idaho Fescue.

1. Abundance of NMB and habitat usage.

Current Conditions

Twenty-four species of birds were captured during the three years of netting. Seventy-one percent
of the captures were comprised of three sparrow species, Vesper, Lincoln’s, and Savannah. These
three species are omniverous ground nesters.

Table 19 Total Birds Captured 1994 through 1996

SPECIES

*STATUS

MIGRATION

| Vesper Sparrow

.

Lincoln Sparrow

N.D.

Savannah Sparrow

Pine Siskin

American Robin

Brewer's Blackbird

Western Meadowlark

Baird's Sparrow

Northemn Flicker

Black Rosy Finch

Brewer's Sparrow

Brown Headed Cowbird

Cassin's Finch

Chipping Sparrow

Common Snipe

Dark Eyed Junco

Dusky Flycatcher

Lazuli Bunting
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Mac Gillivray's
Warbler

M in Bluebird

Warbling Vireo

White Crowned
Sparrow
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Yellow Warbler

TOTAL

141

315

* Idaho G&F, 1992
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Table 22 Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Class

ROS Class Forest Acres Percent of Total

Primitive (P) 22,142 15.0
Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized (SPNM) 36,312 246
Semi-Primitive Motorized (SPM) 30,408 20.6
Roaded Natural (RN) 24,208 16.4
Roaded Modified (RM) 27,455 18.6
Rural (RN) 7,085 48

Urban (U) 0 0

Totals 147,610 100%

1. Supply of Opportunities

What recreation opportunities exist” What are the recreation use pattems and trends? Are we

meeting current demand?

Current Condition

Three different variables are used to describe existing recreation opportunities. The first is a

simple listing of recreation activities and participation rates. The second is a listing of
developed facilities and their capacity/occupancy rates. The rthird variable classifies the land
base for recreation experiences using the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum. Brief discussion

points follow each table.

Table 23 Recreation Visitor Days by Activity

Activity Use In Percent of

Category RVD's Total
Camping " 66.8 25.5
Driving For Pleasure * 62.2 23.7
Hiking/Horseback Travel 384 14.7
Resort/Cabins * 21.0 10.3
Fishing 21.9 83
Winter Sports ¥ 17.5 6.7
Hunting 14.8 5.2
Others ¥ 133 5.1
Totals 261.9 100%
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