


The hands should be thoroughly
washed with soap and water
after handling rabbits, even
though only the fur is
touched.

Blastomycosis (Blastomyces
dermatitidis):

Blastomycosis is a chronic
systemic fungal disease of
humans and animals. The
fungus which causes
blastomycosis is probably
inhaled in spore laden dust.
To date, however, there are
only reports of its isolation
from soil. Environmental
variables which appear most
important for the growth of
the fungus are temperature and
humidity. A specific ecologic
relationship between B,
dermatitidis and definite
environmental elements, for
example, bird or bat excreta,
as has been seen with
Histoplasma capsulatum,
apparently does not exist.
Experimentally, however,
extract from starling manure
has been shown to stimulate
the growth of the fungus B,
dermatitidis.

Since the disease in humans
generally occurs as single
unrelated cases, and the
epidemiology is poorly
understood, it is difficult to
develop practical preventive
measures for individuals. At
least one cluster of cases in
a group of school children and
several individual cases in
Wisconsin have been linked to
an association with beaver
dams.

Baylisascaris (Baylisascaris
procyonis):

Baylisascaris is a common
intestinal roundworm parasite
of raccoons. In the raccoon
it does little damage,
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however, in other animals,
including humans it is an
important cause of fatal
nervous system disease, eye
disease, and damage to other
vital organs. When an
infected raccoon defecates,
the surrounding area becomes
contaminated with
Baylisascaris eggs. Other
animals ingest the eggs
accidentally, the eggs hatch
and the larvae, instead of
maturing in the intestine as
they do in the raccoon,
penetrate the intestines and
migrate through the liver,
lungs, and other tissues. 1In
a certain percentage of cases,
the larvae enter the brain
and/or eyes where they can
produce significant damage.

These eggs are some of the
most resistant parasite eggs
known. They can survive years
in the soil under natural
conditions including severe
winter weather. They are also
resistant to most
disinfectants - very strong
lipid solvents (50/50 xylene
and absolute alcohol, boiling
lye water) and intense heat
will kill them.

Lyme disease (Borrelia
burgdorferi) :

Lyme disease is an illness,
which if not diagnosed and
treated promptly, can cause
serious problems involving the
heart, joints, eyes, and
nervous system. In Wisconsin,
Minnesota and eastern coastal
states, this bacterial disease
is transmitted to people and
animals by the bite of deer
tick (Ixodes dammini). 1In
California and other parts of
the west, the western black-
legged tick (I. pacificus) is
the carrier.








