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I'he shakuhachi 1s a hamboo flute with five finger holes (four on the front. and one on the
back) 1ts sound is also distinctively Japanese The mstrument has a range of three
octaves Performance practice on the shakuhacht features pitch bending and large intery al
leaps. Both of these practices are incorporated into the composition of Mai

In regards to performance style. Afui1s unmeasured. Noda did include some tempo
markings. but there is no discernable pulse throughout the prece. Rather. the progression
of the picce 15 left to the musical interpretation of the performer. In addition to some
tempo markings. Noda also included specific expression markings  some tradiuonal and
some non-traditonal with specific explanations in the score  such as alternate
fingerings. trills, semi-tones, multiphonics, pitch bends. and “altissimo™ notes

Included at the beginning of the score is this programmatic note from Noda (translated
from French)

A twilight one night 0 Autumn, wiile the moon reflected is siver light on the surfuce of
the waves, General Kvotsun plays his flure.

Standing at the prow of the ship, he seizes hus sword and cuts the plate which goes down
1o hus feet and disappears into the sea.

On hus doorsiep the phantom of the Samurar appeared. Facig him his wife asks him
"Why did you go?"

“To save my army” he replied, "because knew the batite was fost in advance and I also
saved the Ives of my men and therr families.”

"ind me, " she sard. "Tid you think about me

NG

Concerto pour Saxophone alto et Orchesira i Cordes

Composed by Pierre Max Dubois (1930-1995) 1n 1959 for acclaimed saxophomist Jean-
Marie Londeix (1932-present). Dubois was a pupil to Darius Mithaud  a member of Les
Six. a group that called for new ways to perceive music  and spent the majority ot his
career as a professor at the Paris Conservatory. Dubois took the ideals of his mentor’s



group nto his compositions of the 20" century. He wrote many concertos and an
abundance of chamber music with a clear affinity for the saxophone, Given Dubois™ own
instruction and the time period in which he composed. it is sate to say that the Concerto
for Alto Saxophone falls directly in the neo-Classical era and 1s composed in a French
eclectic style: His music 1s characterized by its general light-heartedness and interesting,
harmonic and melodic textures

Sarabande is the second movement of this concerto. As the history of the sarabande
indicates. Ihl\ movement is based on a stately Spanish dance. [t1s composed in the time
signature Y. as k\pulud and for the most part the harmonies are quite traditional. This
movement takes a 20" -eentuny turn, however, as the middle section transters the melody
from the saxophone to the piano while the solo instrunent plays a purely chromatic
bac‘kdrop Chromaticism s a technique that become widely used and explored during the
20" century

Lento espressive: Allegro the fiest movement of this concerto, imtates the ana form of
an opera Fhe opeming portion s mostly unaccompanied and up to the musical
nterpretation of the performer T he first expression marking 1s “yecuiativo ™ which, in an
opera, indicates that tempo and expressivencess are up to the performer. This section 15
very much hike an extended cadenzi The second section of this movement. Allegroas
composed in a ternary form. meaning a melodv 1s presented. followed by a
developmental section. concluding with the matenal (rom the first melody . which has
been slightly recomposed to make 1t sound more final

Dapeorn Pimgers

Composed by Trevor Vincent th 1990 in the fall of 2013 and spring of 2014 The idea
for this song formed at a comical moment My wife and 1 were in the car driving to return
arental movie. In an effort to keep things interesting we frequentls turn any given action
we are performing into an impromptu song  these songs are. of course. purposctully silly
and ndlguloux On this particular occasion. the phrase we put to song was. “Return the
movie™ The first melodic phrase is the representation of that phl’dhk.. and serves as a tonal
anchor for the rest of the tune. The second section is a musical development of the first.
passing through a series of interesting chords and rhythms. Fopcorn Fingers captures the
stvle of late “bop™ music (1950s) with a touch of Avant-Garde (late-1950s)

Run

Composed by Stefan Schultze (b.1979) in 2011 Run first appeared on Schultze's large
ensemble CD entitled Zun. Hailing trom Cologne. Germany. Schultze studied at the
Academy of Music and Dance in Cologne as a pranist and composer. Following his
education in Cologne. Schultze delved further into the world of composition at the
Manhattan School of Music under the instruction of Michael Abene and Reiko F ating in
2006. He is an active composer in the European scene and performs frequently with his
various ensembles. Run is a rock-based song that covers a light and spacev style to a 16™-
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