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	 WASHINGTON — Aaron Alexis lived 
for a time in a bungalow in the woods 
near a Buddhist temple in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where he occasionally joined Thai 
immigrants in meditation. Aaron Alexis 
died Monday in a gun battle with police 
in a building at the Washington Navy 
Yard after he killed at least 12 people.
	 In between, the man named as the 
shooter in Monday’s mass murder at 
Navy Yard Building 197 was discharged 
from the Navy Reserve, arrested for 
shooting a bullet into his downstairs 
neighbor’s apartment and then asked to 
leave his Fort Worth apartment.
	 A Navy official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said Alexis was discharged 
in January 2011 for “a pattern of miscon-
duct” and that the 2010 gun incident in 
Texas played a role in his departure.
	 Another Navy official said Alexis was 
given a “general discharge,” a classifica-
tion often used to designate a blemished 
record of performance. In some cases, a 
general discharge can make it difficult to 
land a civilian job.
	 Alexis, 34, arrived in Washington 
about four months ago, friends said. He 
had worked recently for a defense con-
tractor called The Experts, which is a sub-

contractor on an HP Enterprise Services 
contract to work on the Navy Marine 
Corps’s Intranet network, according to 
Hewlett-Packard spokesman Michael 
Thacker. Officials at The Experts did not 
immediately reply to phone messages. It 
was unclear if Alexis was still employed 
by that subcontractor, or if his work had 
brought him to the Navy Yard.
	 Investigators Monday night were 
examining how Alexis got into the Navy 
Yard, and whether he had or used the 
identification card of a former Navy 
petty officer that was found near Alexis’s 
body after police killed him.
	 Those who knew Alexis in recent years 
describe him as a “sweet and intelligent 
guy” (a regular customer at the Thai 
restaurant where he worked as a waiter), 
as “a good boy” (his landlord), but also 
as someone who was “very aggressive,” 
someone who seemed like he might 
one day kill himself (a lay worker at 
the Buddhist temple where Alexis wor-
shipped.)
	 In 2004, Alexis was arrested in Seattle 
after he fired three shots from a Glock 
pistol into the tires of a Honda Accord 
that two construction workers had 
parked in a driveway adjacent to Alexis’ 
s house. Alexis’s father told Seattle detec-
tives then that his son “had experienced 

anger management problems that the 
family believed was associated with 
PTSD,” or post-traumatic stress disor-
der, according to the police report. The 
father said that Alexis “was an active 
participant in rescue attempts of Sept. 
11, 2001.”
	 Alexis’s own explanation for his behav-

ior that day: the construction workers 
had “mocked” and “disrespected” him 
and then he had had “a black-out fueled 
by anger.”
	 Alexis was not charged in the Seattle 
incident.
	 More recently, Alexis struck those who 
crossed his path as a man of sharp con-

trasts. He studied the Thai language, vis-
ited Thailand for a month, was studying 
for an online degree in aeronautical engi-
neering and seemed to enjoy conversing 
with customers, according to friends, 
customers and fellow worshippers. But 

FBI OFFICERS joined District of Columbia police in response to the shooting at the Navy Yard military complex in 
Washington. Police closed the 11th Street Bridge, as well as M Street between Second and Fourth streets.

Washington Post photo by Matt McClain

Gunman was a contractor and 
discharged reserve member whose past 

is described as violent and troubled
4The Washington Post
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Nov.’s TEDxUSU 
features survival

Shooting at D.C. Naval Yard leaves 12 dead

Being LGBT and not alone

	 Several USU students stood 
among a group of more than 400 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans-
gender members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
and allies gathered in Salt Lake 
City over the weekend for a con-
ference hosted by Affirmation, 
an organization providing sup-
port to LGBT people.
 	 “Affirmation is extremely 
important because it provides 
a place for everyone,” said Josh 
DeFriez, a senior majoring in 
economics. “It’s not there to say 
one person’s right or one person’s 
wrong.”
	 DeFriez said the conference 
increased his awareness of the 
diversity of the LDS LGBT issue. 
He said there were people from 
age 13 to 60, some gay who want 
to be active in the LDS church, 
some who have left the LDS 
church, some married who strug-
gle with same-gender attraction 
but want to stay with their het-
erosexual spouses, and children. 
Some were also members of 
other faiths who felt united in the 
cause.
 	 DeFriez said he first heard of 
Affirmation seven years ago but 
wasn’t yet open to the group.
 	 “At the time, I was deeply clos-
eted and deeply disliking myself,” 
DeFriez said. “I looked quickly at 
the website and just thought they 
were anti-Mormon.”
 	 DeFriez remained in the closet 
for years and returned from an 
LDS mission in December 2011. 

He came out last March and said 
he decided to go to the confer-
ence after some friends told him 
about it.
 	 “The things that touched me 
the most were things that had to 
do with reconciling belief in the 
church and being gay,” DeFriez 
said. “It’s extremely important 
that people start to think and 
talk about homosexuality and 
Mormonism, or even just homo-
sexuality and religion. People 
don’t bring it up, don’t talk about 
it, and it leaves so many people to 
suffer in silence.”
 
Bringing families together

	 Randall Thacker, president of 
Affirmation, said there are four 
main purposes of the organiza-
tion: encouraging spirituality, 
reconciliation and healing, pro-
viding community and social 

engagement, connecting LGBT 
Mormons, family and friends 
with resources and creating dia-
logue throughout the LDS church 
to help increase understanding.

	

Thacker has been involved with 
Affirmation since he came out 
in 2005. He has seen it grow and 

4By Mariah Noble
staff writer

PATRICK WENDEL, an undeclared sophomore, attended 
the Affirmation Conference for gay and lesbian Mormons last 
weekend, was glad to see his mom associate with other gay 
people because it helped her understand him better.

Nicole Stacey photo

Gay conference in Salt Lake City helps USU students find support

The things that 
touched me the 
most were things 
that had to do 
with reconcil-
ing belief in 
the church and 
being gay.

Josh DeFriez
USU senior

“

”

	
	
	

	 Tickets for USU’s second 
TEDx conference are avail-
able online on a first-come, 
first-serve basis as of 7 a.m. 
today.
	 The world-famous TED 
Talks, which bring together 
thinkers from technology, 
entertainment and design 
to share “ideas worth 
spreading,” according to the 
TED website, give the rights 
to a number of communities 
and organizations each year 
to put on their own inde-
pendently organized TEDx 
conference.
	 This year’s TEDxUSU 
theme is “Survive,” accord-
ing to Brandon Crouch, the 
communications assistant 
in the Office of Research and 
Graduate Studies. Speakers 
and presenters from around 
the university and beyond 
were chosen based on the 
story of survival they can 
tell, he said.
	 “The ‘Survive’ theme is 
going to go along with the 
theme for next year, which 
is ‘Thrive,’” Crouch said.
	 TEDxUSU will be held 
from 1-5 p.m. Nov. 5 in the 
USU Manon Caine Russell 
Kathryn Caine Wanlass 
Performance Hall. 
	 Although registration 

for event tickets, which are 
free, was done by way of 
lottery last year, tickets are 
at a first-come, first-serve 
basis this time, Crouch said, 
adding he suspects the 300 
available tickets will be spo-
ken for within three days. 
Tickets are available at 
www.rgs.usu.edu.
	 Last year’s TEDxUSU was 
a success and featured a 
student, slam poet Buddy 
Wakefield, a Rhodes scholar 
who is a USU alumni and 
several professors. This 
year, the organizers at the 
USU Office of Research 
and Graduate Studies 
chose to include a musi-
cal performance by Mike 
Christiansen, the former 
head of the guitar program 
at USU.
	 “TEDx is an opportunity 
to showcase the talent at 
Utah State University and 
the researchers,” Crouch 
said.
	 Christiansen was awarded 
Utah Professor of the Year 
by the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of 
Teaching in 2012 and has 
authored numerous books 
on guitar teaching, accord-
ing to his biography on the 
TEDxUSU website.
	 Norman Augustine, 

4By Lis Stewart
news editor

jSee LGBT, Page 3
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National anthem 
tryouts going on 
for Athletics dept
	 Utah State University’s Athletics 
program is looking for a few good 
singers. More than a few, in fact.
	 Anyone interested in singing the 
national anthem at a USU athletic 
event is invited to audition Monday, 
Sept. 16, at 6 p.m. or Wednesday, 
Sept. 18, beginning at 10 a.m. 
Singers are needed to perform the 
national anthem throughout the 
year at athletic events, including 
volleyball, gymnastics and men’s 
and women’s basketball.
	 Auditions will be held at the 
Champ Room on the third f loor 
of the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum. 
Those auditioning should come pre-
pared to sing the “Star Spangled 
Banner” and auditions will be lim-
ited to two minutes.  
	 Those interested need to reserve 
an audition time and should con-
tact Kyndall Peterson, USU ath-
letics marketing intern, 208-230-
2057, kyndallpeterson@aggiemail.
usu.edu. Those auditioning should 
enter the Smith Spectrum from the 
west side where limited parking is 
also available in the west lot.

	 The policy of The Utah Statesman 
is to correct any error made as soon 
as possible. If you find something you 
would like clarified or find in error, 
please contact the editor at 797-1742, 
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu or come 
in to TSC 311.

In brief

4Compiled from staff 
and media reports

In Program’s 30th 
Year, USU-led 
Natural Resource 
Days in Full Swing
	 If you happen to wander into 
Logan Canyon’s Guinavah-Malibu 
campground this September, you 
won’t f ind the peace and quiet you 
might be after.  Instead, you’ll f ind 
local fourth graders squealing with 
enthusiasm as they participate in 
hands-on discovery.
	  In an annual activity coordinated 
through a long-running collabora-
tive effort, hundreds of youngsters 
are searching for stream insects 
in the river, creating soil profiles, 
learning about wildlife migration 
and identifying plants. 
	 This year, as in each fall for the 
past 30 years, more than 1,500 
Cache County school children are 
participating in Cache County 
Natural Resource Field Days. 
Coordinated by USU Water Quality 
Extension, Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources Hardware Ranch, U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Stokes 
Nature Center, Utah Association 
of Conservation District and USU 
Cache County Extension, the pop-
ular event, held over two weeks, 
introduces children to basic con-
cepts of soils, plants, wildlife and 
water quality. 
	 “The students love it because they 
have fun while discovering new 
things,” says Tiffany Kinder, a USU 
Water Quality Extension outreach 
coordinator. “A young participant 
told me, ‘You may think the Logan 
River’s small, but it’s a whole new 
world in there.’”
	 Kinder says teachers applaud the 
program because it corresponds 
closely to the state’s core science 
curriculum, while getting chil-
dren out of the classroom and into 
nature.
	 Utah State University students 
volunteer more than 600 hours 
of teaching time to the program, 
which includes leading varied learn-
ing activities in field data collec-
tion, crafts and games.
	 This year’s Natural Resource Field 
Days, which began Sept. 9, continue 
through Sept. 16.

some of those same people said 
that Alexis had an aggressive 
streak, one that caused them to 
keep their distance and avoid 
personal questions.
	 Alexis grew up in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., with his mother Sarah 
and father Anthony Alexis, 
according to his aunt Helen 
Weeks. “We haven’t seen him 
for years,” Weeks said in a 
phone interview. “I know he 
was in the military. He served 
abroad. I think he was doing 
some kind of computer work.”
	 Alexis spent nearly four 
years in the Navy as a full-time 
reservist from May 2007 until 
he was discharged in January 
2011, according to a summary 
of personnel records released 
by the Navy. A Navy official, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said Alexis was dis-
charged from the service in 
January 2011 for “misconduct,” 
and that the 2010 firearms inci-
dent in Texas played a role in 
his departure.
	 He achieved his final rank of 
Aviation Electrician’s Mate 3rd 
Class in December 2009.
	 Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
said Alexis worked as a defense 
contractor after his discharge. 
A deleted LinkedIn page 
under Alexis’s name listed 
SinglePoint Technologies, a 
Richmond, Va., firm, as his 
employer; the company did not 
return a call seeking comment.
	 Alexis spent the bulk of his 
service time — from 2008 to 
2011 — assigned to the Fleet 
Logistics Support Squadron 
46 at Naval Air Station Fort 

Worth in Texas, from 2008 
until he left the service in 2011, 
records show. He was awarded 
the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal and the National 
Defense Service Medal — two 
awards of minor distinction.
	 In Fort Worth, Alexis lived 
for a time in a gated townhouse 
community called Orion at Oak 
Hill. In September, 2010, police 
were called to Apartment 2023 
after Alexis’s downstairs neigh-
bor complained that Alexis had 
fired a bullet through his floor 
and into her ceiling below.
	 The woman told police that 
she had had occasion to call 
them about Alexis several 
times for being too loud, but 
that nothing had been done. 
The woman said Alexis had 
confronted her a few days ear-
lier in the complex’s parking 
lot, where he complained that 
she had been making too much 
noise. The woman told police 
that “she is terrified of Aaron 
and feels that this was done 
intentionally,” the police report 

said.
	 Police made three attempts 
to contact Alexis by knock-
ing on his door, but he didn’t 
respond. Only after police 
called in firefighters to force 
entry into his apartment did 
Alexis emerge. Alexis then 
told police that he had been 
cleaning his gun while he 
was cooking and his hands 
had become greasy and the 
weapon discharged by acci-
dent, according to the police 
report.
	 “He told me that he began 
to take the gun apart when 
his hands slipped and 
pulled the trigger, discharg-
ing a round into the ceiling,” 
the officer wrote.
	 Alexis was arrested for 
improper discharge of a fire-

arm, but a spokesman for the 
county district attorney’s office 
said no charges were brought 
in the matter. Alexis’s mugshot 
from that arrest shows a clean-
shaven man with soft eyes and 
an impassive expression.
	 A couple of weeks later, the 
apartment complex began 
eviction proceedings against 
Alexis, according to county 
court records.
	 Soon after that, Srisan 
Somsak, a Thai immigrant in 
Fort Worth, met Alexis at the 
Wat Busayadhammavanaram 
Meditation Center, where 
Alexis had occasionally shown 
up for meditation starting in 
summer of 2010. Alexis said 
he needed a place to stay and 
Somsak offered to rent him 
the two-bedroom white bun-
galow behind the center — if 
he promised not to smoke or 
drink.
	 Alexis rented the place for 
$600 a month, lived up to those 
promises and never missed a 
payment, said Somsak, 57.

	 “He’s a good boy,” 
said Somsak, who spoke 
English with a heavy accent. 
“Everybody would say, ‘He’s a 
good boy’ here. Not only me. 
He’s a good boy.”
	 Alexis occasionally medi-
tated at the temple and helped 
out there when needed, said 
Somsak, who was pleased to 
find that his tenant studied 
the Thai language and visited 
Thailand.
	 On Monday, as word spread 
about the shooting, the temple 
filled with members eager to 
share their recollections of 
Alexis. “They don’t believed it 
that he could kill 12 people 
like that,” Somsak said. “I think 
probably somebody tried to 
put him down. I don’t know. 
“Did somebody try to discrimi-
nate against him? That’s the 
only way. That’s what I keep 
thinking.”
	 Somsak asked Alexis only 
once about why he had left his 
job at the naval base. It was a 
brief conversation.
	 “I asked him, ‘Why you 
quit the job with the govern-
ment?” Somsak said. “He said, 
‘Somebody doesn’t like me.’”
	 Somsak left it there because 
“I don’t want to go too deep 
with him.”
	 Alexis visited the center 
about twice a week and was 
known as a quiet, if tightly 
wound, participant, according 
to a temple staff member.
	 “He would help people if 
they came in carrying heavy 
things,” said J. Sirun, an assis-
tant to the monks. “From the 
outside, he was a quiet person. 
But on the inside, I think he 
was very aggressive. He did not 
like to be close with anybody, 
like a soldier who has been at 
war.”
	 Sirun said he avoided Alexis, 

who preferred to keep to him-
self. But Alexis was no longer; 
he had many Thai friends and 
spoke Thai “very well,” Sirun 
said. “He understood about 75 
percent of the language.”
	 During that period, Alexis 
worked as a waiter and deliv-
ery man for the Happy Bowl 
Thai restaurant in White 
Settlement, Texas, according to 
customers and workers there. 
Customers saw him studying 
Thai at a table there during his 
off hours.
	 Alexis stopped showing up 
at the Buddhist center early in 
2011, Sirun said.
	 “I didn’t think he could be 
this violent,” Sirun said. “I 
would not have been surprised 
to hear he had committed sui-
cide. But I didn’t think he could 
commit murder.”
	 Relatives contacted by 
reporters were stunned to hear 
that he was involved in the 
Washington shootings. “I’d be 
shocked if it was him, but I 
don’t know,” said Weeks, his 
aunt, her voice trailing off.
	 Even as he worked for the 
defense contractor, Alexis was 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in aeronautics as an online 
student at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University. The 
university, in Daytona Beach, 
Fla., said Alexis enrolled in 
July 2012, via the school’s Fort 
Worth campus. He remained a 
student in good standing, said 
Melanie Hanns, Director of 
University Communications.
	 “He was enrolled for this 
semester,” she said.
	 FBI Assistant Director 
Valerie Parlave asked the pub-
lic to call 1-800-CALL-FBI with 
details about Alexis: “No piece 
of information is too small.”

I didn’t think 
he could be this 
violent. I would not 
have been sur-
prised to hear he 
committed suicide. 
But I didn’t think 
he could commit 
murder.

J. Sirun
Assisstant to monks

“

”

	 A nearly sold out Romney Stadium 
wasn’t the only event highlighting Aggie 
athletics on Saturday.
	 Marvin Roberts, Vice President of 
Student Services, organized an event 

to honor former USU athletes who have 
passed away.
	 “We did kind of a search of student ath-
letes from 2010 to 2013,” Jimmy Moore 
said. “Whoever had passed away that we 

had on our records from that time. We 
didn’t single out one individual at all. It 
was just a kind of remembrance of all of 
our former athletes that had passed on.”

Together again

Joshua Larisch photo
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the “survival of the American 
dream,” or the lack of national 
competitiveness in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematical 
f ields.
	 Augustine is a recipient of the 
National Medal of Technology, 
awarded by the U.S. president, 
according to his biography.
	 TEDxUSU attendees will also 
learn about “turning water into 

food” from USU crop physiology 
and plant nutrition professor Bruce 
Bugbee, according to his biography. 
He is a past chairman of the crop 
physiology division of the American 
Society of Agronomy, and much of 
his research is funded by NASA to 
see how plants grow in space.
	 John Dehlin, a USU doctoral 
candidate, will speak about “his 
transformation from homophobe 
to LGBTQ ally,” according to his 
biography.
	 Dehlin’s research focuses on the 
connection between religion and 
mental health. He recently con-
ducted a survey of more than 1,600 

LGBTQ Mormons.
	 Joanna Endter-Wada, an associ-
ate professor of natural resource 
and environmental policy in the 
S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College 
of Natural Resources, will give a 
presentation about considerations 
that must be made when evaluating 
water policy in the U.S., according 
to her biography.
	 P h o t o g r a p h e r  A n g e l o 
Merendino’s photo documentary, 
“The Battle We Didn’t Choose: My 
Wife’s Fight With Breast Cancer,” 
will be topic of his talk titled 
“Photo>1000,” according to his 
TEDxUSU biography. 

	 Merendino’s wife let him pho-
tograph the day-to-day struggles 
of the four years she fought, and 
finally succombed to, breast cancer.
	 “Since Jennifer passed in 2011 
these photographs — our love story 
— have been vital to my accepting 
Jennifer’s death, embracing my own 
mortality and finding peace within 
myself,” Merendino said.
	 David Rosenberg, a USU assis-
tant professor in the department of 
civil and environmental engineer-
ing, will speak on “near optimal 
management to survive and thrive 
in a complex world,” according to 
his TEDxUSU biography.

TEDx
From Page 1



	 The College of Agriculture and Applied 
Sciences Week will feature a fundraiser for 
a USU student injured in a car accident this 
summer who is now recovering in Arizona.
	 Dallin Wengert, a pre-veterinary student, 
was broadsided by an SUV this as he was 
leaving work at USU’s sheep farm on May 30, 
according to police reports.
	 “CAAS Council members and students knew 
him,” said Casey Spackman, CAAS council 
vice president. 
	 CAAS Week, which includes a variety of 
activities, will wrap up with a fundraiser 
country swing dance at 9 p.m. in the TSC 
Ballroom on Friday. Admission is free, but a 
$2 donation to help with Wengert’s recovery 
is requested, according to Spackman.
	 Wengert, who suffered brain damage and 
other injuries from the accident, has made a 
good recovery over the summer, according to 
posts by family on a Facebook page dedicated 
to him and his wife called “Pray for Dallin and 
Amy Wengert.”
	 Ashley Lee, CAAS senator, said planning for 
CAAS Week started in May, with the CAAS 
council, ambassadors, the dean and many oth-
ers contributing. Ideas came from tradition 
and students from every major and depart-
ment. 
	 This year’s theme is “Get to Know CAAS,” 
and the activities are designed to showcase the 
departments and majors of the college. 
	 There’s a special Twitter competition dur-
ing CAAS Week with a sweet prize. Whoever 
posts the most tweets with #GetToKnowCAAS 
during the week will win a year’s supply of 
Aggie Ice Cream, Lee said.
	 CAAS Week, formerly known as Ag Week, 
will also feature a variety of events in celebra-
tion of USU’s oldest college.
	 Events start Tuesday with shish kebabs and 
student clubs and a magic show on the TSC 
Patio.
	 The shish kebabs, sold for 50 cents each, 
start selling at 10 a.m. and are a popular 
staple of the week, according to Lee.
	 “They go fast,” Lee said. “The line gets very 
long.” 
	 The week began Monday with the technol-
ogy expo on the Quad, where different depart-
ments showed off technology from sewing 
machines to airplanes to robots. This is the 
event’s second appearance in CAAS Week, Lee 
said. They hope the Technology Expo grows 
into a CAAS Week tradition. 
	 The Recycled Fashion Show, where all the 

clothing featured was made of recycled materi-
als, was also on Monday in the TSC Ballroom.
	 Festivities continue with the Magic of Food 
and Fitness at 7 p.m. tonight in the TSC 
Ballroom, where a walking magician will per-
form while Zumba classes and cooking con-
tests will be held.
	 Utah Climate Center Director Robert Gillies 
will speak about climate change in Utah from 
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Wednesday in AGRS 
101.
	 CAAS Week organizers will hold an awards 
and honors banquet at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
where scholarships will be presented and 
donors to the college recognized, by invitation 
only, according to Lee.
	 The Tractor Parade starts at 10:20 a.m. 
Friday morning with tractors rolling down 
Aggie Bull-evard. This is one of the biggest 
traditions of CAAS Week, Lee said. 
	 Landscape architecture students will trans-
form parking spots into temporary parks on 
Friday for National Parking Day.

MUSIC THEATRE WEST PRESENTS

Book & Lyrics by Marsha Norman
Music by Lucy Simon
Based on the novel by

Frances Hodgson Burnett

SepteMBer 19-24, 2013
USU MorgaN tHeatre

tickets:  (435) 797-8022   online:  arts.usu.edu
the Secret garden is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

the
SeCret

garDeN
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change over the years and said he 
was especially impressed this year 
with the increased support from 
families of LGBT members of the 
group.
 	 “Seeing families come together — 
that is a very new thing,” Thacker 
said. “Seeing a husband and wife 
with their gay child, brothers and 
sisters coming together to the confer-
ence was amazing and beautiful.”
 	 Thacker was not the only one 
touched by the support shown by 
allies. Patrick Wendel, an unde-
clared sophomore, said one thing 
that really touched him at the confer-
ence was seeing his mom associate 
with other gay people.
 	 Wendel came out this past June 
and said it was difficult for his par-
ents because they didn’t know any-
one else who was gay, but his mother 
attended the conference this week-
end to support him.
 	 “Even though they take a very 
conservative standpoint, they’re still 
very loving and supportive,” Wendel 
said of his family. “Now that my 
mom actually knows some gay peo-
ple, she can be like, ‘They’re really 
nice. They’re normal. They’re fun to 
be with.’ It was a good eye-opener for 
my mom.”

Becoming more comfortable

	 Wendel said taking the risk of 
going to the conference was a step 
out of his comfort zone.
 	 “To be honest, at first I was a 
little hesitant to go,” Wendel said. “I 
didn’t want to be too associated with 
such openly gay and flamboyant gay 
people. I still kind of think with that 
conservative background, and I was 
worried I was just going to hate it.”
 	 But Wendel said those feelings 
changed as he felt the acceptance, 
love and connection he had with 
other participants there.
 	 “It was good to see gay people who 
are so confident and so okay with 
themselves,” Wendel said. “They are 
so happy, and for me who obviously 
has just come out, I’m struggling 
with a lot of confusion, have strug-

gled with self-loathing, and so on. I 
see them as examples.”
 	 Wendel said he appreciated the 
support his family received from 
allies like guest speakers Steve and 
Barb Young.
 	 “We’re all children of God, all 
coming from different places in life,” 
Wendel said. “But we all deserve to 
feel that love, that sense of self worth. 
(Affirmation) is there to affirm that 
God loves you as a gay person, but it 
goes for more than just gay people. 
You shouldn’t have to be someone 
you’re not. You don’t have to be 
ashamed of who you are.”
 
Facing the fear and forgiving the 
thoughtless

	 Ryan Adair, a senior majoring in 

English education, said the confer-
ence also helped him feel like he has 
a place where he belongs. He said it’s 
not easy when someone first faces 
the fact they are gay.
 	 “You come out and try to go to 
church and you feel all alone,” Adair 
said. “There’s not a lot of Mormons 
who are gay and keep trying to go to 
church.”
 	 DeFriez said he had similar feel-
ings when he was struggling with 
coming out to himself and others. 
He said he knows of many who expe-
rience this extreme loneliness.
 	 “People are dying,” DeFriez said. 
“People are killing themselves 
because of this. We have a moral 
obligation to talk about it.”
 	 DeFriez said suicide is a huge issue 
for the LDS LGBT community and 

for the state of Utah. He also said 
a significant amount of Salt Lake 
City’s homeless youth population 
have been kicked out of their homes 
for being LGBT. He said talking 
about LGBT issues can solve part of 
this problem.
 	 “I care much less about what side 
people take in the end,” DeFriez said. 
“I care about whether they listen and 
become educated. I want them to 
be willing to think about it and talk 
about it and be willing to love people 
anyway.”
 	 DeFriez said affirmation has 
helped him to partially heal from 
damage caused by misunderstand-
ing.
	 “A big part of affirmation’s mes-
sage is forgiveness,” DeFriez said. “It 
helps people not to be bitter towards 
their families or bitter towards the 
church. It helps us forgive people 
who have ignorantly harmed us.”
	 But this weekend helped both 
DeFriez and Adair to put their past 
aside be part of a group bigger than 
just them. Participants came from 
all over the world — including coun-
tries as far as China and South Africa 
— to join their “brothers and sisters” 
for the event.
 	 “The one who came from South 
Africa said it was his first time to the 
United States,” Adair said. “It really 
made me realize the sacrifices that 
people made to be there. It made me 
realize I needed to do more. I needed 
to be more involved.”
 	 Adair, DeFriez and Wendel said 
the conference has motivated them 
to try and talk more openly about 
LGBT issues so that resources are 
available for those who need infor-
mation. They said there are many 
who want to know more but are too 
afraid to seek it out.
 	 “I was terrified to go to LIFE before 
I came out because I was like, ‘People 
will know I’m gay,’” Adair said. “I 
would go by the door and peek in but 
would never actually go in.”
 	 Despite the fears of those who 
want to learn more, DeFriez said he 
wants people to seek him out so he 
can help them. He said together, we 
can change our culture and create a 
place where everyone belongs.

JOSH DEFRIEZ, a senior majoring in economics, attended the 
Affirmation conference for gay and lesbian Mormons last weekend. He 
says it helped him partially heal from damage caused by misunderstandings.

Heidi Bruner 

– m.noble@aggiemail.usu.edu

Accounting 
school ranks 
34th in U.S.
	 The Jon M. Huntsman School of Business got a big 
boost last week when its school of accountancy was 
ranked in a national magazine.
	 The Public Accounting Report, a magazine that 
covers the accounting industry, ranked the school’s 
undergraduate accounting program 34th in the nation 
out of 50, an increase from the 46th-place ranking the 
school received a year ago. 
	 The graduate accounting program made the list for 
the first time, ranked 37th in the nation.
	 This is very good news, said Larry Walther, the head 
of the school of accountancy. He said this is a testa-
ment to just how much the business school has grown 
over the years.
	 “With these rankings, it is helping to bring the 
school into the national spotlight,” Walther said. 
“We have certain aspirations here in the School of 
Business, and this report helps solidify the school as 
one of the best in the nation.”
	 Walther said there are a certain number of things 
he believes helped the school of accountancy achieve 
the rankings. One of those was the Certified Public 
Accountant exam. The exam is taken to become certi-
fied in the United States as an accountant. More than 
92,000 people in the nation took the exam last year, 
with a total 39 passing the test and becoming quali-
fied.
	 “Out of the 39 people that passed the exam, two of 
them were from our school,” Walther said. “Having 
such outstanding students pass this exam really 
helped the School of Business start to gain national 
recognition.”
	 Jill Aoki, a recent graduate from the school of 
accountancy, was one of the two students from USU to 
pass. She said this is a credit to the program’s profes-
sors.
	 “It was such an honor to receive this award,” Aoki 
said. “The professors within the school are very 
encouraging, and that, along with strong determina-
tion, is what really helped me gain the motivation to 
do well.”
	 Walther the addition of well-known staff to the 
department also helped the rankings. The school 
hired three new members to the department, and 
Walther said this was good for the school overall.
	

CAAS week organizers raise money   
 for man injured in car accident

4By Maile Burnett
staff writer

4By Connor Comeaus
staff writer

MANNEQUINS SPORT DRESSES 
designed by students in previous years’ recycled 
fashion shows in the Agricultural Sciences Building.

Randy Golding photo

– mburnett@aggiemail.usu.edu
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	 The Taggart Student Center 
Ballroom was dark as it quickly 
filled up. Lights started flashing 
around in blue, green and pur-
ple. Sometimes they were strob-
ing, and other times they were 
just lighting up different areas 
in the room. Music pulsed with 
today’s pop hits.
	 The family and consumer sci-
ence education 3080 class, dress 
and humanity, hosted “Re:Play, 
Fashion with a Cause” on Mon-
day night. Each year, the class 
hosts this event to showcase the 
FCSE 3080 students’ designs, 
said Dr. Lindsey Shirley, as-
sistant professor to the FSCE 
department.
	 “The purpose of  them creat-
ing the design is to apply the ele-
ments and principles of  design 
to creating a look...in recyclable 
materials,” Shirley said.
	 The cost to get in was a can 
of  food. All cans were do-
nated to the Student Nutrition 
Access Center, a food pantry 
serving USU students and the 
Cache Valley community. The 
pantry, run entirely by students, 
received more than 500 cans of  
food.
	 The students had to design 
outfits individually or in groups 
as their first assignment in 
FCSE 3080. They had multiple 
category choices to design from, 
which included role play, video 
games, playground, outdoors, 
music, movies, “let’s pretend,” 
card games, board games and 
sports. There were nearly 85 dif-
ferent outfit designs in the show, 
as well as models ranging in age 

from babies to college students. 
	 “I went and bought a dress 
at Deseret Industries, so I went 
and asked all my friends if  the 
dress would fit them,” said 
sophomore Cameron Ethering-
ton, who won the video games 
category. “The first one who 
said they were free tonight, 
and the dress fit, became my 
model.”
	 Different factors inspired the 
outfit design. 

	 “I was just trying to think 
of  something that nobody else 
would do,” Etherington said. 
“So I originally thought of  play-
ing cards, then I thought, ‘Why 
not take it one step further 
and make it out of  Pokemon 
cards?’”
	 Shirley said her favorite part 
of  the event was seeing what 
the students created and also 
the empowerment of  students 
to walk on the runway and be 

proud of  something they’ve 
created.
	 The students had many differ-
ent challenges while they were 
designing their outfits and put a 
lot of  time into them. Ethering-
ton dedicated 14 hours to his 
design, and others needed up to 
20. There was also the issue on 
how the designers would keep 
their outfits together.
	 “I did not realize how small 
the Pokemon cards would be, so 

I used a lot more than I thought 
I would,” Etherington said. 
“And I glued most of  them with 
a hot glue gun, so I burned my 
model’s arm on accident, so that 
was tough. Keeping an eye on 
that and making sure that every-
thing went on right, I would say 
those were my two challenges.”
	 “This event is a service learn-
ing event that brings together 
food and fashion to raise aware-
ness about hunger and sustain-

ability,” Shirley wrote on her 
blog about the show last year
	 Shirley said many improve-
ments from last year were 
applied to the 2013 show.
	 “Every semester is a success,” 
Shirley said.
	 Haley Johnson and Ashley 
Lindberg’s design “Falling To 
Pieces” was the overall winner 
of  the show.
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Student fashion show benefits SNAC pantry
4By Gillian Ponce

staff writer

DESIGNERS HAYLEY JOHNSON AND ASHLEY LINDBERG who off the fashion project they entered in the FCSE fashion show “Re:Play, Fashion with a 
Cause” on Monday evening in the TSC Ballroom. The project, entitled “Falling To Pieces,” earned the two students overall winner in the show. More than 80 student 
projects were presented in the runway-style event.
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Student-run organic farm 
is finally up and running
4By Clayton Leuba
assistant features editor         

	 After months of  planning, 
preparation and care, students and 
community members are reaping 
the rewards of  USU’s student or-
ganic farm.
	 The one-acre student-run farm, 
which was formed in the spring 
of  2008, has since provided fresh, 
organic produce for distribution 
while offering students a unique 
opportunity to further their educa-
tion. 
	 Faculty advisor Jennifer Reeve, 
who oversees the farm program to 
ensure university policies are fol-
lowed, said the farm is a valuable 
asset to students studying in the 
plant science program.
	 “The vision was really to provide 
hands on experience for much of  
what students learn in the class-
room, here in crops and soils,” 
Reeve said. “A student farm is just 
an ideal way for students to get 
hands-on experience.”
	 Reeve said the farm provides stu-
dents a place to put the technical 
skills they learn in the classroom 
into practice. 
	 Chloe Wardle, who began work-
ing as a volunteer on the farm in 
2011 and is now one of  two on-
farm interns, said her experience 
at the farm has been valuable to her 
academic career in environmental 
studies.
	 “It’s a completely hands on 
learning experience for students 
where they can explore, learn from 
their mistakes that they make on 
the farm and not really have to deal 
with the risk of  losing their crop 
and not making a profit,” Wardle 
said.

	 Run by two student managers, a 
handful of  interns and numerous 
volunteers from various organiza-
tions, Reeve said the farm is able to 
maintain a high level of  productiv-
ity, making it possible to provide 
produce for a low cost to students 
as well as share its excess with those 
who volunteer their time at the 
farm.

	 “We’ve always got plenty to 
share,” she said.
	 Funding for the farm, which 
does not receive any program-
matic support from the university, 
is raised through its twice-weekly 
produce stand on campus held on 
the Taggart Student Center patio 

THE USU STUDENT-RUN ORGANIC FARM is up and 
running. It will be open on the TSC patio every Wednesday and 
Thursday through the end of September.

Meghan Nixon photo

4By Paul Christiansen
Hard News Cafe

	 “We’re old enough and 
we’ve matured to the point 
where we’ve realized that noth-
ing is forever,” said John Con-
nolly, rhythm guitarist for and 
one of  the founding members 
of  alternative-metal band Se-
vendust. “But as long as you 
take care of  something, you 
can get some miles out of  it for 
sure.”
	 Connolly and his fellow Se-
vendust bandmates will take 
the stage Thursday night at In 
the Venue in Salt Lake City.
	 “Honestly, we’ve played 
Salt Lake so little,” Connolly 
said. “I don’t know that much 
about it. I think we’ve only 
been there once or twice over 
the past few years. We’ve got a 
lot of  friends in Salt Lake that 
usually make road trips out to 
see us when we’re in any of  
the neighboring states, but it’s 
exciting to get back there now. 
We love Salt Lake.”
	 The members of  Sevendust 
have certainly found longev-
ity since first coming together 
in 1994, exercising an ability 
to “take care” of  themselves 
and finding success with sev-
eral charting albums — most 
recently with the release of  
“Black Out the Sun,” the band’s 
ninth album.
	 “Black Out the Sun” is Se-
vendust’s most successful al-
bum to date. It reached the 
No. 1 position on the Billboard 
Top Hard Music Albums charts 
during the first week of  its re-

lease in March.
	 Before recording “Black Out 
the Sun” at the end of  2012, 
Connolly said the band mem-
bers were in need of  a change 
of  pace and the opportunity to 
“take a break” from Sevendust.
	 “That’s the thing for us, 
taking breaks and taking the 
time off  when we got to that 
point,” he said of  the band’s 
time away that lasted nearly 
a year. “It gets frustrating. No 
matter what you do, if  you do 
something too much — it can 
be your favorite thing on earth 
— you kind of  lose that per-
spective. Us taking some time 
off  and then hitting the studio, 
that was our way to kind of  hit 
the reset button.”
	 In their time together, 
Connolly said the bandmates 
have learned the importance 
of  knowing when to get away 
from each other and how to 
best read each other, as well as 
taking time for other things in 
their lives.
	 “If  you’re pissing somebody 
off, figure out what you’re do-
ing,” Connolly said. “Honestly, 
I think we just wanted to mod-
erate everything. It used to be  
on the first album cycle you’d 
hop in the van and you didn’t 
care about being gone for sev-
en or eight months. But you 
also didn’t have an eight-year-
old daughter, so you’ve got to 
kind of  fit everything into the 
bigger picture.”
	 While Connolly didn’t al-
lude to any major turmoil or 
conflict within the band, he 

said it’s sometimes impor-
tant to simply step away from 
something in order to appreci-
ate it fully.
	 “How important is the 
band, really?” he asked. “Well, 
you’ll know when you don’t 
have it there for a minute. 
Then you go ‘All right, you 
know what, I definitely took 
it for granted.’ But sometimes 
you just need to check your-
self. So that’s kind of  the way 
we look at our career. It’s like 
‘Let’s take care of  this because 
it’s too special for us to piss 
away for something stupid.’”
	 Connolly believes the 
band’s time away was also 
good for its fans. He said 
“charging up the fan base and 
having the band back at a full 
100 percent” both fed into each 
other when the band returned 
for performances.
	 “It sounds funny when 
you tell people,” he said. “But 
sometimes it’s like ‘Maybe we 
don’t need to be coming back 
to your town five or six times in 
the next year. Maybe we need 
to give you a break, the same 
way we need to give ourselves 
a break. ‘”
	 During the band’s hiatus, 
which lasted from fall 2011 
until September 2012, most of  
the members tried to broaden 
their musical horizons in dif-
ferent side projects. Lead gui-
tarist Clint Lowery and drum-
mer Morgan Rose branched 
out with their hard rock band 

jSee FARM, Page 6 jSee SEVENDUST Page 6
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Alt-metal band Sevendust 
prepares to return to Salt 
Lake City’s In the Venue



A&EDiversionsTuesday, Sept. 17, 2013 Page 5

Students combat the ‘Freshman 15’
4By Jared Dangerfield

staff writer

There’s nothing much 
worse than being too 
shy after you notice 
someone you want to 
get to know. You real-
ize you need to react 
quickly, otherwise they 
may leave, closing the 
window of opportunity 
as they go. Now, I never 
thought I’d say this, but 
a reliable pickup line 
may be what you need 
in these moments of 
panic.
	 Pickup lines aren’t 
something I’d usually 
encourage, but I’ve seen 
it work for some people. 
Let’s face it, having the 
guts to approach some-
one you find attractive 
can be tough. So what-
ever works for you, go 
with it.
	 Have a line that is well-
rehearsed and that’s 
consistent with your 
personality. Contrary to 
popular belief, it’s fine 
to use the same line and 
have the same opening 
conversation with many 
different people. This 
way, you can feel com-
fortable and confident 
in what you’re saying 
and focus on one thing 
— the other person’s 
reaction.
	 Most of the cheesy, 
s qu i r m - in - your- cha i r 
awkward lines are dead. 
But there are some that 
can work to your advan-
tage if delivered well. 
Below are some pick-
up lines I’ve heard in 
use that have actually 
gained some positive 
reactions.
	 “You look like a per-
son who would enjoy 
some good conversa-
tion.”
	 This conservative 
approach is always a 
winner with little to no 
chance of being turned 

down. With this line, 
you imply their intel-
lect was more notice-
able than their appear-
ance, and in today’s 
world, that’s a big hit. 
Everyone wants to 
know they’re attrac-
tive, but if the conver-
sation is started on 
something more than 

that, the complement 
will mean a lot more 
when it does come up 
later in the conversa-
tion.
	 “Quisiera ser un hela-
do para derritirme a tu 
lado.”
	 What’s more roman-
tic than a pick up line in 
a sexy Latin language? 
And an upside is that 
your victim doesn’t 
know the extent of the 
cheesiness in the line 
you just delivered — 
when loosely translat-
ed, it means “If I were 
an ice cream cone, I’d 
melt with you.” It strikes 
an instant conversation 
because, of course, the 
other person wants to 
know what the heck you 
just said to them. This 
will give you valuable 
time to win them over 
before you translate.
	 “Excuse me; I think 
it’s time we met.”
	 This happens to be 
my personal favorite. It 
shows you are assertive 
enough to go after what 
you want without being 
creepy. This is one line 
I can almost guarantee 
positive results, but only 
if it can be delivered 
with confidence.
	 “My friend wants to 
know if you think I’m 
cute.”
	 This rearrangement of 
words takes a common 
phrase usually heard 
from the wingman and 
twists it to make you 
radiate with confidence. 
Because you were brave 
enough to ask what they 
thought of you, you 
impress the person who 
has caught your atten-
tion.
	 And lastly, for kicks: 
five lines so terrible you 

Should fabled 
pickup lines be 

used or not?

Missionary age change less a 
factor than originally predicted
4By Chelsea Hunter

staff writer

	 Due to the missionary age 
change in the Church of  Jesus 
Christ of  Latter-day Saints in 
Oct. 2012, many USU officials 
and students expected the num-
ber of  students enrolling at the 
school to drop exponentially.  
	 Prior to this change, male 
churchgoers could go on mis-
sions when they turned 19, and 
women could go at the age of  21. 
This changed last fall when the 
age requirement was lowered to 
18 for men and 19 for women. 
	 USU President Stan Albrecht 
said the university had expected 
to lose between 1,250 to 1,450 
students this fall, but due to 
strategies put in place to enroll 
more students, USU is only short 
about 500 students.
	 Vice President of  Student 
Services James Morales has led 

the effort to combat the expect-
ed problem and is involved in 
the implemented strategies. He 
has put together a plan that ex-
amines students in the lower and 
upper divisions, undergraduates 
and graduate students and in-
state and out-of-state students. 
By looking at these different 
categories, Morales is working 
to produce a plan to find a pro-
ductive approach to USU enroll-
ment.
	 “After the announcement 
was made, I asked James and his 
team to put together a strategy 
for responding,” Albrecht said. 
“He was working very close with 
the legislature to get a bill passed 
that allows us to recruit out-of-
state students at in-state tuition 
rates for a period of  time, as long 
as we are recruiting higher-end 
students, so we’ve offset most of  
the serious revenue impacts that 

would be followed by budget 
cuts.”
	 Albrecht said this has caused 
the average applicant index 
score for out-of-state students to 
rise 12 points above the average 
score of  resident students.
	 However, Albrecht said these 
strategies were only able to be 
implemented because the bill 
didn’t pass until March. By that 
time, most out-of-state students 
had already decided where they 
were going to attend school in 
the fall. 
	 Albrecht said the university 
did all it could to prepare for the 
fall 2013 semester. He said it will 
be easier to take more steps dur-
ing the 2013-14 school semesters 
because it has been almost a year 
since the administration had to 
strategize and plan in order to 
avoid budget cuts.
	 “The freshman class will be 

down a bit, but not down near as 
much as it otherwise would have 
been,” Albrecht said. “The fresh-
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	 When it comes to being a freshman, there 
are a lot of  changes going on in life. This is 
often the first time students have lived away 
from their parents’ house, and mom and dad 
aren’t around to wake them up anymore. No 
one is badgering these students to make sure 
their homework is completed on time, and 
often students are made to fend for them-
selves in their attempts to make friends and 
survive getting around campus.
	 Many students at USU have experienced 
these things at some point. With all these 
changes going on in a freshman’s life, there 
is one change most are hoping does not hap-
pen to them: weight gain.
	 Although it is a common rumor that 
freshmen tend to pack on the pounds during 
their new adventure, it’s a different experi-
ence for every individual. 
	 “I am not at all worried about gaining 
weight,” said Nathan Barney, a freshman 
double-majoring in mathematics and eco-
nomics. “As a kid I was once overweight, but 
I learned how to stay committed to a diet, so 
I know what I need to do to stay healthy de-
spite all the changes in my life.”
	 Liesl Cannon, a senior in the art program, 
said the stereotype of  weight gain doesn’t 
have to be daunting.  
	 “Before I started my freshman year, a lot 
of  people warned me about the so-called 
‘freshman 15,’” Cannon said. “But I knew 
that with the active habits I had developed in 
high school I would not have any problems, 
and I didn’t.”  
	 Linsey Rogerson, a freshman majoring in 

art, said she is always trying to stay fit and 
make sure unwanted pounds do not come to 
her.
	 “I am taking a badminton class that is sur-
prisingly a lot more intense than I thought it 
would be,” Rogerson said. “I also live on the 
seventh floor, so I have taken the stairs quite 
a bit, even though the first time I did, I was 

really winded when I got to the top.”
	 Rogerson said she rides her bike to class 
most days. 
	 “Not only is it good exercise, but it is way 
faster to get around campus,” she said. 
	 Rogerson exercises at the George Nelson 

USU FRESHMEN STUDENTS Shalai Martagi, left, and Linsey Rogerson, right, take a break 
from their workout regiments at USU’s Nelson Fieldhouse.
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The fresh-
man class 
will be down 
a bit, but not 
down near 
as much as 
it otherwise 
would have 
been.

Stan Albrecht
USU president

“

”
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as well as through its Community 
Supported Agriculture program, or 
CSA, which is open to anyone who 
would like to participate each year 
to receive a weekly supply of  pro-
duce from the farm.
	 “People will pay up front at the 
beginning of  the season and then 
for 20 weeks they’ll come once a 
week and pick up a basket,” War-
dle said.
	 Reeves said the 55 CSA shares 
sold each year provide nearly all 
necessary funding for the farm as 
well as payment of  interns and 
staff.
	 At the farm’s organic pro-
duce stand, which will be on the 
TSC Patio every Wednesday and 

Thursday through the end of  Sep-
tember, Wardle said students will 
sell things like corn, tomatoes, 
cucumbers and melons as well 
as a few “cool season” vegetables, 
including cilantro, kale and chard, 

for the remainder of  the season. 
	 Reeve’s said anyone interested 
in helping at the farm may sign up 
for regular volunteer hours on the 
program’s website.
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Campus IT works to fix Wi-Fi network

4By Marissa Neeley
staff writer

	 Students sometimes experi-
ence connectivity issues when 
using Bluezone, the campus 
wireless fidelity network. But 
when choosing from the list of  
available networks, some stu-
dents have wondered exactly 
what the network “Bluezone Se-
cure” is and how it works.
	 “Bluezone Secure is an en-
crypted wireless network,” said 
Kevin Reeve, spokesperson for 
USU’s information technology 
department. “When you con-
nect to it, the data that flows 
between your wireless device 
and the access point nearby is 
encrypted. It prevents someone 
nearby from snooping on your 
wireless signal.”
	 Reeve said students can ben-
efit from registering their wire-
less-capable devices with the 
university.
	 “Once you have registered 
your device on the network, 
it will be registered no matter 
which USU campus you visit or 
where on the campus you roam,” 
Reeve said. “There are 1,266 ac-
cess points that make up the 
Bluezone wireless network, in-

cluding those at the regional 
campuses and in on-campus 
housing.”
	 In recent years, wireless-net-
work use at the university has 
increased sharply, Reeve said.
	 “A year ago, we were seeing a 
15 to 20 percent increase in ad-
ditional wireless devices show-
ing up on our network every 
semester,” Reeve said. “Now we 
are seeing a 25 percent increase. 
You now see students carrying 
around two or three wireless de-
vices with them.” 
	 Reeve said the speed of  wire-
less devices such as laptops and 
smartphones can vary between 
service providers and other fac-
tors.
	 “Smart phones have the op-
tion to use the cellular carrier’s 
data network or Wi-Fi like Blue-
zone,” Reeve said. “It depends 
on the service provider, cus-
tomer’s plan and also Wi-Fi ac-
cess point location. I actually get 
faster downloads on my AT&T 
iPhone than I do on my home 
Comcast network because of  the 
data plans I have purchased.”
	 Some students have noticed 
a dramatic change in wireless 
speed this fall. University of-
ficials are convinced this is be-

cause of  an increase in the num-
ber of  connected devices.
	 “So far this semester, we have 
seen a peak of  11,253 wireless 
devices connected to Bluezone at 
the exact same time. That is a 25 
percent increase over the peaks 
we had seen the first few weeks 
of  spring semester,” said Morlyn 
Seamons, USU network special-
ist. “On any given weekday, we 
will see a constant connection 
of  10,300-10,500 simultaneous 
wireless devices.” 
	 Seamons said there are cer-
tain times when students should 
avoid using the network if  they 
are looking for a fast connection. 
	 “Those peaks happen during 
the noon hour,” Seamons said. 
“In on-campus housing areas, 
the peak usage happens between 
10 p.m. and midnight.” 
	 Each access point can handle 
between 20 and 30 simultaneous 
connections, Reeve said. 
	 “The more devices that con-
nect to it, the less bandwidth 
that is available to everyone, so 
eventually it causes access to 
the internet to be very slow or 
almost nonexistent, or you just 
cannot connect or keep getting 

man class will be more diverse 
because we let more out-of-state 
students in as part of  that fresh-
man class.”
	 Albrecht said the university 
will deal with changes when the 
missionaries return.
	 “And then, of  course, fresh-
man classes in the future will 
be quite different because we’ll 
be dealing with 20-year-old 
freshmen as opposed to 18-year-
old freshmen,” Albrecht said. 
“We’re doing a lot of  thinking 
about how that changes the cul-
ture of  this institution and how 
it affects where students live. It’s 
going to affect things like what 
the proportion of  our students 
are married, or which students 
are parents before they gradu-

ate. All of  these things are things 
that we are building into our 
model as we’re going forward.”
	 Harley Blake, an undeclared 
sophomore, said she thinks 
there will be a lot more students 
going on missions now that they 
can go earlier. She did expect 
there to be fewer students this 
year, but she thinks it won’t af-
fect USU for too long.
	 “I think it’ll even out soon, so 
I don’t think it’ll be that big of  a 
deal,” she said. “Maybe this year 
and the next year, but I think it’ll 
even out.”
	 Shandy Vickers, a junior 
studying child psychology, is 
leaving on a mission in January 
but has plans to come back to 
USU after she returns. She said 
she expected to see fewer fresh-
man as well, with significantly 
fewer girls.
	 “I have five of  my best friends 
going on a mission right after 
I’m going, and I just think that 

there are so many more girls, it 
seems like they are all going on 
missions at a younger age,” Vick-
ers said.
	 Vickers always wanted to go 
on a mission but said once she 
got to college, she loved it so 
much that she didn’t want to 
leave. With missionaries being 
able to go at a younger age, she 
thinks they’d be more likely to 
go on a mission first before en-
tering the college scene.
	 “I was expecting fewer of  the 
young 18-year-olds,” said Sam 
Hurst, a junior studying biol-
ogy. “I didn’t serve a mission, so 
I wasn’t expecting a lot of  people 
my age just because of  the age 
change. It’s not affecting my 
experience a whole lot. I mean, 
I still know people that are my 
age here, but otherwise I haven’t 
seen a lot of  change.”

– hunter.chelsea92@gmail.com

Enroll
From Page 5

“It is 1939. 
N a z i 
Germany. 
The coun-
try is hold-
ing its 
b r e a t h . 
D e a t h 
has never 
been busi-
er, and will 
b e c o m e 
b u s i e r 

still,” the synopsis on the back of the 
book reads. 
	 “The Book Thief” by Markus Zusak, 
published in 2005, is as unique as they 
come. Narrated by Death, the story is 
told of one Liesel Meminger, a non-Jew 
living in Nazi Germany. There’s a mys-
tery regarding the subject of commu-
nism and Liesel’s mother, whom she was 
taken from and given to foster parents 
Hans and Rosa Hubermann. 
	 The Hubermanns are poor, which is 
what you would expect in a country that 
sparked a world war. They are skin and 
bones, surviving on pea soup and living 
in a plain house on Himmel Street in the 
town of Molching. Hans was a painter by 
trade, though he has no work at all any 
more. Hans is one of the 10 percent of 
Germans not associated with the Nazi 
Party. As for the reason why, you’ll just 
have to read the book.
	  And Rosa? Oh, Rosa. She’s quite a 
colorful person. Though she may seem 
a tough and abusive woman, she is 
just a scared, good woman behind a 
tough shell. Though she may not show 
her affections, it is clear that she loves 
Liesel more than anyone could possibly 
guess./
 	 Liesel, an illiterate girl, stole her first 
book “The Gravedigger’s Handbook” 
from the snow following her brother’s 
funeral. Since then words have taken 
hold of her, leaving her and Hans 
Hubermann to stay up late at night to 
capture them. Liesel can’t stop wanting 
to read, even if that means stealing from 
the mayor’s library.
 	 She’s stealing more than books 
now. Food. Apples. With Rudy Steiner, 
her one and only friend besides Max 
Vandenburg.
	 But who is Max? The short answer: a 
Jew.
	 Yes, the Hubermanns are hiding a Jew 
in their basement and he’s dying. He had 
a rough life as a Jew. Hans and his father, 
Erik, were friends, soldiers and comrades 
during the first world war. Now Max has 

come for the help that Hans offered 
years ago.
	 Trying to keep Max a secret takes a 
lot of work and Liesel, trying to write her 
mother and figure out what the word 
“communism” means, only adds worry 
to the Hubermanns. Meanwhile Death’s 
work is piling up. After all, there is a war 
going on.
	 What happens next? I don’t know. I 
haven’t gotten that far. I’m on page 336, 
but what I can tell you is that this is one 
story you want to read. Zusak is a bril-
liant author with all sorts of tricks up his 
sleeve. Though it may take a couple of 
chapters to get into the book, the intensi-
ty and mystery on every page is enough 
to keep you reading. Zusak offers a 
fresh and unheard of perspective of an 
infamous war from the non-Nazi, non-
Jew German. He gives you a look at all 
the work Death had to do as well as the 
impoverished state of German citizens. 
You can broaden your understanding 
about World War II, as well as enjoy a 
fictional tale about a 13-year-old girl 
who fell in love with words and would do 
anything to get them.
	 It’s a beautiful and sad novel, gripping 
and well-written. The writing style is very 
unique and fun; the character develop-
ment realistic and overall, fascinating. 
I would recommend it to anyone and 
everyone, no matter if there’s an interest 
in history or not. 
	 This is not a love story like a romance 
novel. No, quite a different kind of love. 
This is a novel about a love of words 
and writing, a love of what’s right, a love 
about family — especially foster family 
— a love about friends and last, but not 
least, a love about life. You will come to 
love and appreciate these people and 
what they went through during those 
hard times. You will gain a relationship 
with the characters that will last long 
after the last page has been read. 
	 It’s a New York Times No. 1 Bestseller 
and a Michael L. Printz Honor Book for 
a reason.
	 If you are not sold on why you should 
read this book or how great it is, I’ll tell 
you one last thing that is sure to pique 
your interest: Death doesn’t choose how 
one dies; he only tells of it. 

 
– Marissa Neeley is a freshman majoring 

in history with an emphasis in history 
teaching. She is an avid reader, reading 

anything from historical fiction and fan-
tasy to romance and nonfiction. Send 

any comments to marissa.neeley@aggi-
email.usu.edu

‘The Book Thief’ keeps read-
ers wondering what’s next
Marissa Neeley

Good 
Reads 

Call Me No One, recording and releasing the 
album “Last Parade” in June 2012. Connolly 
and bassist Vinnie Hornsby banded together 
with Scott Phillips, drummer for Alter Bridge 
and Creed, and Eric Friedman, the former gui-
tarist for Submersed, to form rock supergroup 
Projected. They released the album “Human” in 
June 2012 as well.
	 Connolly said looking at and 
exploring music through the 
eyes of  a different project only 
benefitted Sevendust when the 
members came together in Sep-
tember 2012 to write and record 
“Black Out the Sun.” The mem-
bers had learned how to throw 
the weight of  a whole band on 
themselves individually, and 
they had learned how to carry 
that weight.
	 “It’s a lot easier when you get 
back with Sevendust and you 
have the support group of  every-
one,” Connolly said. “That’s not 
to say you don’t lean on people 
when you do a side project, but 
I think if  anything, it taught us 
some new skills to add to our 
skillset.
	 “You always want to bring 
more to the table for each record 
— at least I do,” he said. “I know 
most of  us in the band really feel passionately 
about not doing exactly the same thing every 
time. I mean, AC/DC’s not going to write a dif-
ferent kind of  song, and there’s a certain thing 
about Sevendust that’s very inherent in prob-
ably all of  our songs. But still, you want to push 
yourself.”
	 Working on music not meant for Sevendust 
helped Connolly to better appreciate his band-
mates — specifically vocalist Lajon Wither-
spoon.
	 “I’ve always wanted to be a singer, and I nev-
er really got to the point where I felt confident 
enough until I spent some time kind of  sitting 
behind one of  the best in the business and tak-

ing notes,” Connolly said. “I’ve had quite a few 
shows up close and personal with Lajon, and it’s 
cool because I think I have a better understand-
ing and appreciation for what he goes through 
when we make a record now, just from doing 
it on my own.  It’s really easy to grab another 
guitar when you break a string, but if  you push 
yourself  vocally you have to take a knee for a 
minute to let it come back.”
	 Sevendust plans to begin recording an acous-
tic album at the start of  2014, inspired by a 14-
show run of  tour dates the band played during 
promotion for their 2003 album “Seasons.”

	“We wanted to go and do, 
like, a Storytellers thing but 
we didn’t want to do the nor-
mal Sevendust show,” he said. 
“We wanted to give some-
thing different, so we figured 
we’d try the acoustic thing 
and see how it goes. We said, 
‘If  we ever do that again, let’s 
actually make it the full deal. 
Let’s actually have a record to 
go around it.’”	 The band 
will play an all-acoustic tour 
— if  not multiple tours — 
centered around the acoustic 
album after recording com-
pletes, Connolly said. A com-
plete track list hasn’t been 
comprised yet, but fans of  the 
band can expect both new and 
old songs to be featured on 
the album.
	“We’re talking about doing 
something along the lines 
of  five or six new songs and 

probably five or six revisited older songs,” he 
said.
	 Connolly is confident for the band’s future, 
but like he said, “nothing is forever.” He said the 
acoustic album and accompanying tour could 
push the band to its limits as it morphs from a 
metal behemoth into a softer, more intimate en-
tity.
	 “We love doing the full electric thing, but the 
acoustic thing puts out a different vibe,” he said. 
“We’re just going to play it by ear, one record at 
a time.”

Sevendust
From Page 4

COMPUTER LABS THROUGHOUT CAMPUS are often packed with students seeking a 
reliable and steady connection when USU’s Wi-Fi network is overloaded.  

Shanda Call photo

jSee BLUEZONE, Page 11

– hardnewscafe.usu.edu

Farm
From Page 4

FRESH ORGANIC RASPBERRIES are just some of the 
fruits and vegetables available through the university organic farm.

Meghan Nixon photo

You always 
want to bring 
more to the table 
— at least I do. 
I know most of 
us in the band 
really feel pas-
sionately about 
not doing exactly 
the same thing 
every time.

John Connoll
Sevendust guitarist

“

”
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pharmacy

Get  
connected.

Signing up is fast, easy and free.  
Ask us how!

Rx Profile Email Alerts
Drug Information Text Alerts

Rx Refills Refill Reminders

Lee’s has 30 and 90 Day Prescription Refills
We accept all Major Insurance Providers

Lee’s Provides Vaccines and Immunizations: Flu • Shingles  
• Pneumococcal • Hepatitis B • Whooping Cough • Meningococcal

OUR FRIENDLY

PHARMACY

MAKES IT EASY

TO TRANSFER

ASK
OUR

PHARMACIST

FOR MORE

INFORMATION

FREE MILK
For A Month

With Transferred Prescription

Like us on facebook for 
additional savings

leesmarketplace.com
555 East 1400 North
Logan 

Store Hours:
Mon.-Sat.
6:00 AM - Midnight

Closed Sunday

Prices Effective  
September 17-24, 2013

LEE’s FAMILY 
of the GAME 

SIGN UP IN-STORE FOR A CHANCE TO BE 
THE FAMILY OF THE GAME AT AN 

UPCOMING AGGIES GAME

Monday
TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

38¢38¢
Fresh Ripe

Bananas

Tuesday

LIMIT 5 LBS.LIMIT 5 LBS.

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

80% Beef 20% Fat

Ground Beef

$188$188
lb.lb.lb.lb.

Wednesday

LIMIT 4LIMIT 4

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

$198$198
Shur Saving

1%, 2%, Whole or Skim

Gallon Milk

Thursday

LIMIT 2LIMIT 2

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

“5 Buck Cluck”

Rotisserie Chicken

$500$500
Friday

LIMIT 4LIMIT 4

Western Family 56 oz. 

Ice Cream

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER Saturday

LIMIT 5 LBS.LIMIT 5 LBS.

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

BirchBerry Oven Roasted 

Turkey Breast

$288$288
lb.lb.

July
DAILY TRAFFIC

STOPPER
DAILY TRAFFIC

STOPPER
$198$198

Monday
TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

38¢38¢
Fresh Ripe

Bananas

Tuesday

LIMIT 5 LBS.LIMIT 5 LBS.

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

80% Beef 20% Fat

Ground Beef

$188$188
lb.lb.lb.lb.

Wednesday

LIMIT 4LIMIT 4

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

$198$198
Shur Saving

1%, 2%, Whole or Skim

Gallon Milk

Thursday

LIMIT 2LIMIT 2

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

“5 Buck Cluck”

Rotisserie Chicken

$500$500
Friday

LIMIT 4LIMIT 4

Western Family 56 oz. 

Ice Cream

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER Saturday

LIMIT 5 LBS.LIMIT 5 LBS.

TRAFFIC STOPPERTRAFFIC STOPPER

BirchBerry Oven Roasted 

Turkey Breast

$288$288
lb.lb.

July
DAILY TRAFFIC

STOPPER
DAILY TRAFFIC

STOPPER
$198$198

NOW FEATURINGNOW FEATURING

Now in our 
Coffee Aisle
Grind Your’s 

Today!

With This Coupon

Good only at participating 
Lee’s Stores. TAW

Vendor Coupon - Expires September 17, 2013

Sushi Kabar

Crunchy Utah 
Roll 

$100
off

PLU#46100 
Scan Down

Made Fresh  
Daily!

Made Fresh  
Daily!

Available in Store Available in Store Available in Store 
Made Fresh  

Daily!

Western Family 64 oz. 
Select Varieties

Cranberry Juice 
Cocktail

$169

Western Family 64 oz. Creamy or 
Crunchy

Peanut Butter

$599

Western Family 56 oz.
Squares Select Varieties

Ice Cream or 
Sherbet

$199

Western Family 20 oz.

Sliced Bacon

$499

Western Family Gallon Chilled 
Select Varieties

Orange Juice

$349

Western Family 1 lb. pkg. 
Salted or Unsalted

Butter

$199

Western Family
90 oz. With Meat Sauce

Lasagna

$799

Western Family 2 lb. pkg. Medium

Cheddar Cheese

$449

Western Family 3.25 oz.
Original, Teriyaki or Peppered

Beef Jerky

$249

Western Family 36 oz. Premium 
Syrup or 56 oz.  

Complete Buttermilk

Pancake Mix

$249

Western Family 24 ct. Homestyle 
or Buttermilk

Waffles

$299

Western Family 16 oz. pkg. 16 ct. 
Individually Wrapped

String Cheese

$299
$2.19 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$6.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$2.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$5.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$3.99 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$2.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$8.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$4.99 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$2.99 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$2.99 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$3.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

$3.49 Regular Price
 -  .50 Western Family Coupon

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

When You Buy 10 
Grocery Items

Vendor Coupon
Expires September 24, 2013

PLU#9679
Scan Down

TAWGood only at participating 
Associated Food Stores. 

With This Coupon
When You Buy (10) TEN Participating
Select Varieties

Western Family 
Non-Food Products

$500
off

TAWGood only at participating 
Associated Food Stores. 

With This Coupon
When You Buy (10) TEN Participating
Select Varieties

Western Family 
Grocery Products

$500
off

Vendor Coupon
Expires September 24, 2013

PLU#9646
Scan Down

Mix or Match

$500$500
With In-Ad
Coupon 
When You 
Buy 10

SaveBuy 10
Western Family

Grocery Items

Western Family 16 oz. Petite 
Corn, Peas, Super Sweet 

White Corn or 12 oz.  
Steam-Its Select Varieties

Frozen 
Vegetables

88¢

Western Family 4 lb.

Sugar
$188

Western Family Dozen

Large Eggs

4for
$5

Western Family Asst.

Burritos

3for
$1

TAWGood only at participating Associated Food Stores. 

With This Coupon

Vendor Coupon - Expires September 24, 2013

When You Buy (1) One
Langer’s Twin Pack 64 oz.

Apple Juice

$100
off

PLU#9247
Scan Down

While
Supplies

LastWith Twin Pack 
In-Ad Coupon
$3.99 Without

While
Supplies

Last

FREE MILKENTER TO WIN

FOR A WHOLE YEAR

Gallon 1%, 2% or Skim
Western Family Milk Only.

Visit our Facebook Page for Details.

Langer’s 2 pk. 64 oz.

Apple Juice
$299

Western Family 4 ct. 
Ultra Soft or Ultra Strong

Bath Tissue

2for
$3

Western Family 2 Ply

Paper Towels

2for
$1



	 A complete-game perfor-
mance on offense, defense 
and special teams led to a 
blowout victory for the Utah 
State football team Saturday 
in a 70-6 win over in-state foe 
Weber State on Homecoming 
weekend at Romney Stadium.
	 “It was a tremendous atmo-
sphere with Homecoming 
weekend, and I thought it was 
a great turnout from our fans. 
It was a great crowd to play in 
front of early 
on,” said USU 
head coach 
Matt Wells. 
“It was a total 
team victory 
and a team 
effort. I liked 
the way these 
guys focused 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the week and 
continued to 
stress it in 
the game. I’m 
happy with 
both sides 
of the ball. We were explo-
sive early, and that’s what 
we wanted to do, start out 
aggressive.”
	 Junior quarterback Chuckie 
Keeton nearly duplicated his 
performance at Air Force, 
tying his career-high with 
five touchdowns passes — all 
of which came in the f irst 
half. Keeton connected with 
four different receivers for 
touchdowns, and 10 different 
receivers made a catch for the 
Aggies.
	 Keeton led the offense 60 
yards on six plays for USU’s 
f irst touchdown, taking just 
two minutes off the clock 
before f inding DJ Tialavea 
from five yards out to get on 
the board. USU replicated the 
drive on its next six posses-
sions, cruising to a 49-0 lead 

before sending in second and 
third team players just before 
the half.
	 “It was good. On offense, 
we got those guys in right 
before halftime. It was good 
to get Craig (Harrison) a lot 
of reps. I’m happy for him 
with his performance,” Wells 
said. “The biggest key was 
to get those five guys in up 
front. We were able to get 
them some playing experi-
ence because I understand 
what’s coming up next year.”
	 A week after setting a 

p e r s o n a l -
best with 
f ive touch-
down passes, 
Keeton — 
who finished 
19-of-25 for 
249 yards 
passing — 
just missed 
out on set-
ting a new 
personal best 
with his sixth 
t o u c h d o w n 
pass, some-

thing he said he wished he 
could have done.
	 “I had the opportunity. 
I just missed on a couple 
throws. It’s nothing a receiver 
did. If anything, he did his 
job more than exceptionally 
because he was wide open,” 
Keeton said. “I missed Travis 
Van Leeuwen right down the 
middle. That’s a ball I’d like 
to have back. Hopefully next 
week we’ll have the same 
opportunity, and we can hit 
it for a touchdown. It’s fun 
to get out there and play and 
have the ability to break a 
record, but winning is the 
most important thing at the 
end of the day.”
	 Senior running back Joey 
DeMartino had a big game 
for the Aggies, rushing for 
a career-high three touch-
downs and 107 yards on just 

eight carries.
	 “All the credit goes to 
the o-line and the perim-
eter blocking on the outside 
with the tight ends and wide 
receivers,” DeMartino said. 
“They opened up the holes, 
and as a running back, you 
run through it. It wasn’t much 
I did, all the credit to them.”
	 The Aggies racked up 587 
yards of offense in the win 
with seven different players 
f inding the end zone, includ-

ing sophomore linebacker 
Kyler Fackrell. The 6-foot-
5 Mesa, Ariz. native got in 
on the scoring with a 4-yard 
touchdown catch from Keeton 
to start the second quarter.
	 “I can tell you, that was 
probably the biggest celebra-
tion I had. I think I ran like 
30 yards and no one really 
understood why,” Keeton 
said. “It’s special to get him 
out there. He’s one of the kids 
on the team who we’re happy 
to have because he’s such a 

great athlete. That being said, 
we were able to utilize his 
ability and go up and make a 
play.”
	 USU improved to 2-1 overall 
this season. The Aggies have a 
chance to gain some national 
attention on Saturday, Sept. 
21 when they take on USC in 
southern California.
	 “We’ll be in a national spot-
light. It will give us a chance to 
continue to brand our image. 
It’s about marketing from a 
recruiting standpoint,” Wells 

said. “We’ve knocked on that 
door for four-straight years, 
and we’ll see if these boys 
can knock it down. They’ll 
be ready to play, they won’t 
f linch. They’ve been on big 
stages before, and it will be a 
fun game.”
	 Kickoff is scheduled for 
1:30 p.m.

	 The Utah State volleyball team 
returned home on a high note 
with a win in its final match 
Saturday at the Duke Invitational. 
The Aggies fell in four sets to 
South Carolina and were swept 
by Duke in their first two tour-
nament games en route to a 1-2 
tournament record.
	
USU 3, Liberty 0
	
	 With a .463 hitting percentage, 
the Aggies tied their previous sea-
son-high attack percentage record 
and doused Liberty’s Lady Flames 

3-0 (25-11, 25-11, 25-23).
	 All of the Aggies were on point 
Saturday with seven athletes log-
ging above .333 attack percent-
ages over the three sets. Junior 
Ashlan Rogers-Court’s 11 digs 
gave her 859 career digs, putting 
her at the 9th most in USU history, 
just 41 short of the No. 8 spot.
	 USU hit above .500 in two of 
the three sets, including a sea-
son-high .792 hitting percentage 
in the second set. Junior setter 
Paige Neves recorded 35 assists 
while sophomore outside hitter 
Elle Brainard tallied 15 kills and 
junior outside hitter Rachel Orr 
finished with 13.
	
Duke 3, USU 0

	
	 The Aggies faced tournament-
host Duke Friday night and were 
swept 3-0 (21-25, 14-25, 10-25) by 
the Blue Devils. USU was led by 
Orr and Brainard, who had seven 
kills apiece. 
	 Neves dished out 17 assists, but 
the USU offense was unable to get 
anything going against a tough 
Blue Devils squad. Duke finished 
with seven blocks while holding 
the Aggies to a .054 hitting per-
centage.
	
South Carolina 3, USU 1
	
	 In the first match of the week-
end, the Aggies took on the South 
Carolina Gamecocks in the two 

teams’ first ever match up on the 
volleyball court. USU took the 
first set, holding South Carolina 
to only 16 points, but hitting at 
less than .200 for the next three 
sets, the Aggies ended up drop-
ping the match 1-3.
	 USU finished with nine blocks 
against the Gamecocks, but errors 
plagued USU throughout.
	 This weekend ends the regular 
season tournament schedule for 
USU. The Aggies will host Boise 
State in their Mountain West 
Conference debut at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 in the Dee 
Glen Smith Spectrum. 
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Football

WIDE RECEIVER TRAVIS REYNOLDS AND RUNNING BACK JOEY DEMARTINO celebrate a Utah State touchdown 
during the Aggies’ 70-6 win over Weber State on Saturday at Romney Stadium. 

Delayne Ripplinger photo

USU thrashes Weber State in homecoming
4By Curtis Lundstrom

sports editor

Volleyball

JUNIOR SETTER PAIGE NEVES sets during a match last 
season at the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum.

File photo

4By Emily Duke
staff writer

Utah State picks up win at Duke Invitational Tournament

– curtislundstrom@gmail.com
Twitter: @CurtSport07

Tavin Stucki

Show 
me a 

Scotsman

Freshmen need to be better fans

	 For the past two football 
seasons, I’ve been in the 
press box covering every 
Aggie football game. It has 
probably been the best 
professional opportunity 
I’ve stumbled upon in my 
college career. 

	 But you’d better believe 
I’m not giving anything up 
to be on the front row dur-
ing my senior season, losing 
my voice every Saturday. 
	 Saturday’s blowout win 
over Weber State was 
awesome. I loved being at 
Romney Stadium all day, 
waiting in line for the gates 
to open. I loved watch-
ing the Aggie Stampeders 
run down 1000 North. I 
loved seeing nearly every-
one wear their throwback 
gameday shirts. I loved 
the anxiety of knowing I’d 
have to sprint down the 
bleachers to get a good 
front-row seat. I loved tell-

ing off another guy who 
tried to save my seat for 
his friends. I loved standing 
over the railing and shout-
ing all game, even as the 
rain came and my vocal 
chords went. 
	 It was good to be back, 
but there were still one or 
two things missing. 
	 A few years ago, the 
USU student section was 
one of the best — if not 
the best — at being loud, 
smart and coordinated. I 
attribute this directly to 
a publication known dur-
ing basketball season as 
The Refraction and during 

jSee STUCKI, Page 9

– mled94@gmail.com
Twitter: @emily_seamqueen

It was a total 
team victory 
and a team 
effort.

Matt Wells
USU football
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	 Facing a pair of strong oppo-
nents, the Utah State women’s 
soccer team went 0-1-1 over the 
weekend with a draw against 
Cal State Fullerton and a 
heartbreaking loss to No. 25 
Arkansas.

USU 0, Cal St. Fullerton 0

	 Utah State tied Cal State 
Fullerton on Sunday on the 
road after two overtimes. With 
the tie, the Aggies moved to 
4-1-2 on the season.
 Sophomore goalie Jeannie 
Woller recorded her fourth 
shutout of the season. She col-
lected five saves, three of which 
were in overtime. The Titans 
were the preseason favorite to 
win the Big West conference.
 	 “It was a hard fought game,” 
said USU head 
coach Heather 
Cairns. “It 
was hot and 
humid there. 
It was our 
first Friday-
S u n d a y 
series, and we 
bounced back 
from a tough 
loss Friday.”
 	 The Aggies, 
who started 
out the sea-
son with three 
straight shut-
outs, allowed 
seven goals in their last three 
games.
 	 USU had its chances to come 
away with a win however. The 
Aggies put pressure on the 
Fullerton defense, taking four 
shots in the second overtime. 
	 “We created great opportuni-

ties,” Coach Cairns said. “We 
just couldn’t get the ball in the 
back of the net.”
 	 Cairns said the Aggies came 
away with a lot of positives from 
the match that they can be excit-
ed about moving forward. 
	 “Nobody likes to tie, but look-
ing at the big picture, we can 
be happy,” Coach Cairns said.  
“We tightened up our defense, 
we were able to battle in tough 
conditions and we can be happy 
about the contribution from the 
bench.”
 	 The Aggies conclude non-
conference play next week when 
they play in-state rivals Utah 
and Weber State in another 
Friday-Sunday home-and-away 
series.

Arkansas 3, USU 2

	 USU suffered its first loss 
of the season Friday to No. 25 

Arkansas. The 
Aggies lost 3-2 
in overtime 
after being up 
by a goal on 
two different 
occasions.
 	 The Aggies 
took the 
lead late in 
the first half 
when Ambryn 
M c C a l l s o n 
had the 
assist off the 
back of her 
foot to Mari 
M i y a s h i r o , 

who chipped 
it in past the Arkansas goal-
keeper. 
	 The Razorbacks tied the 
game early in the second half, 
but Taryn Rose came through 
with her third goal of the season 
to take the lead again. Arkansas 

tied it up again 20 minutes later. 
	 Regulation ended tied 2-2, 
and Arkansas scored the game-
winning goal 41 seconds into 
overtime.
 	 “This was disappointing,” 
Coach Cairns said. “Not only 
is it disappointing the way it 
happened, but the fact that we 
had a top-25 team here and that 
opportunity that we failed to 
seize.”
	 Miyashiro echoed Cairns’ 
disappointment.
 	 “We came out, we fought 

hard,” Miyashiro said. “We 
didn’t end as hard as we should 
have, but I think it was a hard 
fought game.” 
	 The back-and-forth second 
half was played in physical fash-
ion with the added obstacle of 
pouring rain.
 	 USU went into the game with 
a top-10 regional ranking, tied 
for 9th in the Pacific Region 
with Utah. 
	 “We’re knocking on the door 
of being a top-25 team, but we 
need results,” Coach Cairns 

said. “We’re talented for sure, 
but we’ve got to do something 
to prove our worth.”
 	 The Razorbacks only gave up 
three goals on the season before 
coming to Logan. USU’s two 
goals were the most the team 
allowed in a single game thus 
far. 
	 This was the first overtime 
loss for the Aggies since 2011 
and their first loss of the season.
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RK	TEAM	 RECORD	 PTS
1	 Alabama (59)	 2-0	 1499
2	 Oregon (1)	 3-0	 1413
3	 Clemson	 2-0	 1347
4	 Ohio State	 3-0	 1330
5	 Stanford	 2-0	 1241
6	 LSU	 3-0	 1134
7	 Louisville	 3-0	 1092
8	 Florida State	 2-0	 1058
9	 Georgia	 1-1	 1051
10	 Texas A&M	 2-1	 1001
11	 Oklahoma State	 3-0	 848
12	 South Carolina	 2-1	 821
13	 UCLA	 2-0	 757
14	 Oklahoma	 3-0	 692
15	 Michigan	 3-0	 672
16	 Miami (FL)	 2-0	 641
17	 Washington	 2-0	 496
18	 Northwestern	 3-0	 487
19	 Florida	 1-1	 412
20	 Baylor	 2-0	 355
21	 Ole Miss	 3-0	 300
22	 Notre Dame	 2-1	 277
23	 Arizona State	 2-0	 229
24	 Wisconsin	 2-1	 87
25	 Texas Tech	 3-0	 60

Others receiving votes: Michi-
gan State 59, Fresno State 27, UCF 
25, Northern Illinois 24, Georgia 
Tech 17, Nebraska 15, Arizona 11, 
Auburn 9, Boise State 4, TCU 3, Vir-
ginia Tech 3, Arkansas 2, Navy 1

AP Top 25
Football

Football

Women’s Soccer

Volleyball

Glance
Aggie Schedules

Friday, Sept. 20
USU at Utah, 7:30 p.m., 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Sunday, Sept. 22
USU vs. Weber State, 1 p.m., 
Chuck and Gloria Bell Field

Men’s Soccer

Cross Country

 Baseball

Saturday, Sept. 21
USU at USC, 6 p.m., 
The Coliseum, Los Angeles

Wenesday, Sept. 18
USU vs. Boise St., 7 p.m. 
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum
Saturday Sept. 21`
USU at Boise St., 7 p.m.,
Boise, Idaho

Friday, Sept. 20
USU at BYU, 7 p.m.,
Provo, Utah
Saturday, Sept. 21
USU vs. SLCC, 7 p.m., 
Legacy Fields 

Friday, Sept. 13
USU at MSU Invitational, All day
Bozeman, Mont.

Saturday, Sept. 14
USU vs. USU Eastern, Noon, 
Doubleheader, Providence Field

Women’s Soccer

Soccer suffers first loss of season

MEMBERS OF THE USU WOMENS SOCCER TEAM celebrate scoring a goal against the 
University of Arkansas on Friday at Chuck and Gloria Bell Field. The Aggies fell to the Razorbacks 3-2 
in overtime, despite the goal. 

Nicole Stacey photo

4By Jeff DahDah
staff writer

– dahdahjm@gmail.com
Twitter: @dahdahjeff

football as The Bull Sheet, 
which taught students how 
to be fans. 
	 Well, now we don’t have 
either. Other gameday 
publications have tried and 
failed to be the voice of the 
front row fan, just as incom-
ing freshmen over the years 
have replaced the legends 
who have graduated. 
	 That’s not a knock on 
anyone or anything: It’s 
just the way things go. But 
we who fill Romney week 
in and week out have the 
opportunity to be better 
than the fans who came 
before us. 
	 I’ll do my part to help 
out. Here are a few things I 
learned from the guys who 
produced the Refraction 
about how to be a fan and 
not just take up a spot in 
the student section. 
	 1. Cheering in football 
is different than cheering 
in basketball. Just because 
you saw something we did 

in the Spectrum, doesn’t 
mean it’s what we want in 
Romney.
	 2. When Utah State has 
the ball, be quiet. Chuckie 
is out there shouting 
audibles and last-second 
instructions to his team-
mates, so it doesn’t help 
when we’re making noise 
— even a two-clap “Aggies” 
chant is counterproductive. 
	 3. Likewise, when Utah 
State is on defense, be 
loud. Don’t stand there 
and watch. Don’t chant 
“defense.” Yell as loud as 
you can, clap and do any-
thing you can to disrupt 
communication between 
the opposing team’s quar-
terback and other offensive 
players. 
	 4. Wear Aggie blue. It’s 
like wearing your Sunday 
best, only it’s your “game-
day best.” Wear your Aggie 
blue gameday shirt. Don’t 
wear powder blue, don’t 
wear a purple shirt with 
“Aggies” written across the 
chest, don’t even wear pink 
pants like the girl next to 
me did Saturday. It’s called 
a gameday shirt for a rea-
son. 

	 5. Follow the guys on the 
front row. We’re the die-
hards. We’re the ones who 
have been here and know 
how it is supposed to be. 
We’re the ones who miss 
classes to get the front row 
seats. We’re the ones who 
stayed for all four quarters 
through the rainy blowouts 
before Aggie football was 
fun to watch. Trust us, we 
know what we’re doing.
	 USU student fans are 
often in the conversation 

for best student section in 
the country. If we keep 
doing what we do best and 
continue to do it better, 
eventually we’ll be the only 
ones in the conversation. 
	

– Tavin Stucki is a senior 
journalism student at 

Utah State. He is an avid 
Aggie fan and has been 

since birth. Follow him on 
Twitter at @StuckiAggies 

and send any comments to 
tstuckinews@gmail.com.

Stucki
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It was our first 
Firday-Sunday 
series, and we 
bounced back 
from a tough 
loss Friday.

Heather Cairns
USU soccer

“

”

If we keep doing 
what we do best and 
continue to do it bet-
ter, eventually we’ll 
be the only ones in 
the conversation.

Tavin Stucki

“

”



	 President Obama and 
his aides were surprised this 
month by the strength of pub-
lic opposition to their call for 
military action against Syria. 
They shouldn’t have been.
	 Americans have almost al-
ways been reluctant to go to 
war. In 1939, polls showed that 
most Americans not only want-
ed to stay out of war against 
Nazi Germany, they weren’t 
even sure they wanted to send 
military aid to Britain _ fearing, 
perhaps, a slippery slope.
	 Today, Americans have ad-
ditional reasons to be skeptical. 
There’s the toll of wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. There’s the 
fear that any war in the Middle 
East will inevitably become a 
quagmire. And there’s also a 
fundamental change in Ameri-
can attitudes toward their lead-
ers.
	 The traditional center in 
American foreign policy _ the 
rally-around-the-flag reflex 
presidents could once rely on 
_ has eroded. One reason is 
partisan polarization: Many 
conservatives who might have 
supported military action un-
der a Republican president are 

disinclined to help Obama in 
his hour of need. But it’s not 
all partisan; public confidence 
in the federal government’s 
ability to do anything right 
has reached an all-time low, 
according to a Gallup Poll re-
leased last week.
	 Does that mean Ameri-
cans have become isolation-
ists, turning their backs on the 
world in a way that hasn’t been 
seen for a century? That’s not 
so clear.
	 It’s true that public skepti-
cism about U.S. engagement 
overseas is up. The Pew Re-
search Center reported recent-
ly that 46 percent of Ameri-
cans endorsed the sentiment 
that “the United States should 
mind its own business interna-
tionally and let other countries 
get along the best they can on 
their own.”
	 But that isn’t an unprec-
edented phenomenon; Pew 
found anti-interventionist sen-
timent almost as high in 1974, 
at the end of the Vietnam War, 
and in 1992, at the end of the 
Cold War _ and those bouts 
with isolationism didn’t last for-
ever.
	 Americans recoiled from 
Obama’s proposal to attack 
Syria not only because they 
are skeptical about military 

adventures in general but be-
cause they weren’t convinced 
that this particular venture was 
in the national interest.
	 “This was kind of a worst 
case,” said Andrew Kohut, the 
Pew Center’s founding direc-
tor. “The public is very gun-shy 
about intervention, but espe-
cially in the Middle East, and 
especially in a case where the 
direct U.S. interest isn’t clear. 
If there were a direct and ma-
jor threat to the United States, 
you’d probably see a different 
picture.”
	 Indeed, polls taken before 
earlier conflicts have shown 
that most Americans are will-
ing to support military action 
when they are convinced 
that U.S. security is directly 
threatened _ as they did, for 
example, when they were con-
vinced (wrongly) by President 
George W. Bush that Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein was building 
nuclear weapons. On the flip 
side, most Americans will not 
support military intervention 
for purely humanitarian rea-
sons _ as Bill Clinton learned in 
Somalia, Bosnia and Kosovo, 
operations that were all widely 
unpopular at the time.
	 That’s a problem Obama 
hasn’t solved when it comes to 
Syria. 
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About letters
•  �Letters should be lim-

ited to 400 words.

•  �All letters may be 
shortened, edited or 
rejected for reasons of 
good taste, redundancy 
or volume of similar 
letters.

•  �Letters must be topic 
oriented. They may 
not be directed toward 
individuals. Any letter 
directed to a specific 
individual may be edit-
ed or not printed.

•  �No anonymous let-
ters will be published. 
Writers must sign all 
letters and include 
a phone number or 
e-mail address as well 
as a student identifica-
tion number (none of 
which is published). 
Letters will not be 
printed without this 
verification.

•  �Letters representing 
groups — or more than 
one individual — must 
have a singular repre-
sentative clearly stated, 
with all necessary iden-
tification information.

•  �Writers must wait 21 
days before submitting 
successive letters — no 
exceptions.

•  �Letters can be hand 
delivered or mailed to 
The Statesman in the 
TSC, Room 311, or can 
be e-mailed to states-
man@aggiemail.usu.
edu.

Polls, submission 
box, calendars, 

news archives and 
more:

www.utahstates-
man.com
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Opinions on this page (columns, let-
ters) unless otherwise identified are 
not from Utah Statesman staff, but 
from a wide variety of members of 
the campus community who have 
strong opinions, just like you do! 

This is an open forum. Want to write 
something? Contact: 

statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu

Free Speech 
Zone

 

	 “We’re all children of God, all coming from different 
places in life,” Patrick Wendel said. “But we all deserve 
to feel that love, that sense of self worth… You shouldn’t 
have to be someone you’re not. You don’t have to be 
ashamed of who you are.”
	 Wendel, a USU student who came out as gay last June, 

said it right when he told 
our reporter that everyone 
deserves to be loved.
	 It is not the govern-
ment’s job to tell people 
how to feel, nor how to 
believe. Change in our 
churches needs to come 

from the inside, from the people who associate with 
LGBTQ individuals every day and may not know it.
	 For too long, there were many in the Christian commu-
nity, including members of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, who feel ostracized and alone because 
of their sexual orientation or identity. From angry bias to 
a now obvious lack of information about what it means 
to be gay or trans-gender, those who profess to be 
good, church-going people have exercised some of the 
worst human attributes in regards to how they treat their 
LGBTQ neighbors and loved ones.
	 There are many LGBTQ Mormons who would like to 
come back to church if they were treated better.
	 Being national suicide month, we feel it is appropriate 
to point out that statistics show that LGBTQ teenagers 
are four times as likely to attempt suicide as others in 
their age group. This is often because loved ones do 
not know how to handle the knowledge that their son, 
daughter, mother, father, cousin, best friend  or co-
worker has an orientation that is not “normal.”
	 When someone goes to church, they need not feel 
like they are going to be attacked at every turn for the 
choices they make and their personal beliefs. In the 
LDS faith, there’s this thing called agency that is fiercely 
clung to. What makes you better than the two guys 
sitting together in the next pew with their family? Take 
our advice and work on your own personal problems 
instead of judging others. Leave that to God or whatever 
deity you believe in.
	 It does not matter what a person believes doctrinally 
about being gay, lesbian, queer, questioning or trans-
gender. People have the right to be treated with love and 
respect when they go into a house of worship.
	 “Love and respect” does not to mean someone is 
falling into a trap of tolerance where they have to make 
concessions or allow someone to be sealed to their 
partner in the temple. Love and respect means you are 
treating those people as your neighbor and as Jesus 
Christ would.
	 Here’s our advice: If you feel uncomfortable in the 
presence of a gay or trans-gender person, don’t walk 
away or refuse to let your children play with their chil-
dren. Instead, try talking with them. You will find that, 
for the most part, they are just like you. They just feel 
differently than you do about certain things. 
	 We applaud the strides churches, especially the LDS 
Church, have made towards acceptance. The website 
mormonsandgays.org gave many in the gay Mormon 
community hope that attitudes are changing. We only 
hope that church members will take the opportunity 
provided them to remedy some of the unintentional, 
and occasionally deadly, mistakes made in the past by 
others of their faith.

LGBT church members 
deserve love and respect

Our View
An Editorial Opinion

It’s not isolationism, 
but skepticism in US

America and its Miss’ed opportunities

	 For the longest time, I deluded my-
self into thinking that the only differ-
ence between me and a Miss America 
hopeful was the fact that I wore glasses.
	 Actually, I did not wear “glasses.” I 
wore a portable version of the Hubble 
Telescope. For this reason, and this rea-
son alone, it was clear to my adolescent 
self that the only aisle I’d likely be stroll-
ing down was the one at the Penn Fruit. 
But come every Labor Day, I’d suspend 
reality for a few blessed hours and men-
tally substitute my face (including all 

four of my eyes) for that of the newly 
crowned Queen of All That Mattered.
	 That’s why I’ll be sitting in front of 
the television this Sunday, watching as 
a lovely example of American excep-
tionalism takes this year’s title. Quick 
question: Who is the reigning Miss? I’m 
waiting. Still waiting ...
	 Thought so. I didn’t know, either, 
until I googled her. This is probably be-
cause the former Miss Wisconsin, Laura 
Kaeppler, was crowned in some back-
water town thousands of miles from At-
lantic City (OK, Las Vegas.) Moving the 
pageant from its rightful home by the 
crystal blue sea was akin to updating 
the Hollywood sign, and misspelling it. 

Changes to beloved traditions are not 
always good.
	 That is one reason I’m looking for-
ward to this weekend’s edition of the 
“Scholarship Program.” Returning to 
the annual event is a sweet reminder of 
the late summer days of my childhood 
when, while knowing in some deep 
place that I would never be rewarded 
for my beauty or grace, I could none-
theless borrow the dreams of others.
	 And now that it’s back on the Board-
walk, the significance of the pageant 
is even more compelling to a 51-year-
old woman who could probably be 
the (glamorously young) grandmother 
to some of the contestants. Thomas 

Wolfe wrote that you can’t go home 
again, and he has been proven wrong 
time after time. You can most certainly 
go home again if the terrain of that na-
tive land is impressed firmly on your 
memory.
	 So when I tune in on Sunday, I’ll be 
traveling back to a place where a chub-
by-and-bespectacled kid could enter-
tain the possibility of a kind of success 
that had nothing to do with her over-
worked brain.
	 That’s not to say that the contestants 
were ever one-dimensional Barbie dolls 

4By Christine M. Flowers
Philadelphia Daily News (MCT)

Kerry makes a case — against more military strikes

	 John Kerry convinced me.
	 The secretary of state has been the 
chief advocate of President Obama’s 
desire to launch a limited military 
strike against Syria. But in his efforts 
to sell the campaign, Kerry has given 
us at least three reasons to be circum-
spect.
	 The first was his reply to Sen. Rob-
ert Menendez, D-N.J., chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, about whether the administration 
would accept “a prohibition for hav-
ing American boots on the ground.”

	 Kerry began by saying there was no 
intention to put boots on the ground, 
but added:
	 “But in the event Syria imploded, 
for instance, or in the event there was 
a threat of a chemical-weapons cache 
falling into the hands of al-Nusra (an 
al-Qaida group), or someone else, 
and it was clearly in the interest of 
our allies and all of us, the British, the 
French, and others, to prevent those 
weapons of mass destruction falling 
into the hands of the worst elements, 
I don’t want to take off the table an 
option that might or might not be 
available to a president of the United 
States to secure our country.”

	 He attempted to retract this mo-
ment of candor by telling Menendez, 
“The bottom line is, the president has 
no intention and will not, and we do 
not want to, put American troops 
on the ground to fight this _ or be 
involved in the fighting of this civil 
war, period.” When that answer was 
unsatisfactory to Sen. Bob Corker, R-
Tenn., Kerry added:
	 “Well, let me be very clear now 
because I don’t want anything com-
ing out of this hearing that leaves any 
door open to any possibility. So let’s 
shut that door now as tight as we 
can.”
	 Kerry was right the first time. The 

only thing certain about military ac-
tion is its unpredictability, and should 
an American attack create chaos, 
we’d own the result. There are any 
number of calamitous scenarios that 
could result, not the least of which is 
that a U.S. attack on Syria could spark 
a war between Iran and Israel. The 
chief of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
said an attack on Syria would lead 
to the “destruction of Israel” and be-
come a “second Vietnam” for Amer-
ica.
	 It’s a fair question to ask whether 
the United States is more or less safe 

4By Michael Smerconish
The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

jSee FLOWERS, Page 11

jSee SMERCONISH, Page 11

4By Doyle McManus
Los Angeles Times (MCT)



Sponsored by: Grand Canyon Trust  -  Boulder Community Alliance  -  

Utah State University  -  Hogle Zoo. In cooperation with: Utah Division 

of Wildlife Resources & United States Forest Service 

  

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY FESTIVAL IN  

CELEBRATION OF SOUTHERN UTAH’S 

MOST USEFUL MAMMAL 

Featuring: 

Live Animals and demonstrations 

Children’s activities, games, prizes 

Beaver Management Workshops 

 

Educational Booths 

Wildlife Film Festival 

Food, Music and Fun! 

For more information go to www.utahbeaversfestival.org 
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like their Stepford Sisters in the 
USA pageant. Miss America 
was always smarter, more ar-
ticulate, and more elegant 
than the other examples of 
homegrown pulchritude. She 
was also classier. If USA was 
Marilyn Monroe with her overt 
sexuality and increasingly im-
probable bosom, America was 
Grace Kelly.
	 Miss America also had to 
have a “talent.” Today, some 
females think that it is enough 
to gyrate their buttocks in front 
of a rapt audience to demon-
strate how gifted they are. As 
Billy Ray’s little girl taught us 
earlier this summer, sluts come 
in all shapes and sizes, and act-
ing like a lady is one of those 
ancient tribal traditions that 
have become optional, like 
good hygiene.
	 Not so Miss America. Not 
only is she lovely to behold, 
she has a way with words, with 
music, with tripping the light 
fantastic, or doing any number 
of things that require some-
thing more than a dedicated 
client list.
	 It is true that this year’s slew 
of contestants contains a few 
notable surprises, like lovely 
Miss Kansas who sports two 
tattoos on her well-toned tor-
so. Given the content of the 
body art, including the insignia 
of the Army Dental Corps on 
her shoulder, I don’t think Prin-
cess Grace would be sniffing 
in derision. Neither would my 
father, God rest his soul, who 
was a proud vet.
	 This is just one example of 

how the pageant has evolved 
with time, but still represents 
the best of what we as Ameri-
can women have to offer.
	 Unfortunately, it was always 
common in some quarters to 
criticize Miss America. As the 
great sage of the Philadelphia 
Daily News, the inimitable 
Stu Bykofsky, rightly noted in 
his column this week, women 
like Bella Abzug and Gloria 
Steinem liked to dismiss the 
contestants as victims of a pa-
triarchal society. Apparently, 
the right to choose didn’t in-
clude choosing pageants.
	 I never understood that ten-
dency among certain sisters to 
demand this rejection of aes-
thetics. As a freshman at Bryn 
Mawr, there was the unspoken 
belief that a woman’s attrac-
tiveness was inversely related 
to her IQ. From personal ob-
servation, there were a lot of 
gals with high IQs on that cam-
pus.
	 Fortunately, while the femi-
nists might fume, most Ameri-
cans welcome the chance to 
cheer on women with brains, 
beauty and a well-toned boo-
ty. We see nothing strange 
in someone who can twirl 
a baton, present a blueprint 
for world peace and ace her 
MCATs all at the same time.
	 To paraphrase Dorothy 
Parker, it’s good that men still 
make passes at girls who wear 
sashes. It’s also intructive to re-
member that beauty queens 
can go on to do exceptional 
things, like running for vice 
president.
	 You betcha.
	

– Christine M. Flowers is a 
lawyer and columnist for 

the Philadelphia Daily News. 
Readers may send her email at 

cflowers1961@gmail.com.

if our attack on Syria causes 
Iran to strike Israel and Israel 
to retaliate against Iran. Op-
timistically, Syria would then 
be disciplined and dictators 
put on notice, while Israel 
stood tall and Iran had its 
nuclear program obliterated. 
Then again, maybe we’d 
touch off a wide-ranging con-
flict in which every country in 
the Mideast is choosing sides.
	 Next was Kerry’s interview 
with MSNBC’s Chris Hayes 
on the day the New York 
Times published a chilling 
photograph showing Syr-
ian rebels executing seven of 
President Bashar al-Assad’s 
soldiers. When Hayes asked 
if the executioners would 
soon become our allies, Ker-
ry responded:
	 “No. In fact, I believe that 
those men in those videos are 
disadvantaged by an Ameri-
can response to the chemi-
cal-weapons use because it, 
in fact, empowers the moder-
ate opposition. We all know 
there are about 11 really bad 
opposition groups _ so-called 
opposition. They’re not _ 
they’re fighting Assad. They 
are not part of the opposi-
tion that is being supported 
by our friends and ourselves. 
That is a moderate opposi-
tion. They condemn what has 
happened today and they will 
_ they are and we are busy 
separating the support we’re 
getting from any possibility of 
that support going to these 
guys.”
	 Wait a minute. There are 
11 “really bad” opposition 
groups? And somehow our 
disciplining Assad is not go-
ing to give them a boost but 
will help more moderate op-
position groups? That makes 
no sense. Any weakening of 
Assad could only be a boost 
to all of his opponents, in-

cluding those supported by 
al-Qaida.
	 Kerry should know that we 
can’t control the outcome 
of a civil war in a far-off land 
any more than we can rely on 
the election of our friends in 
fledgling democracies. Amer-
icans get that. Last week, 62 
percent of those responding 
told CBS News/New York 
Times pollsters they op-
posed U.S. intervention in 
Syria. When asked whether 
the United States should in-
tervene to turn dictatorships 
into democracies, 72 percent 
said no _ the highest in a de-
cade of polling on that ques-
tion.
	 Americans have had 
enough of foreign entangle-
ments in which our security 
is not directly threatened. 
And while we’re heartbroken 
about the human toll in Syr-
ia, we’re not quite sure why 
1,000 deaths from chemical 
weapons necessitate our in-
volvement but 99,000 deaths 
from conventional weapons 
didn’t warrant a response.
	 On Monday in London, 
Kerry tried to assuage con-
cerns about a deepening 
involvement in Syria by say-
ing our actions would be an 
“unbelievably small, limited” 
effort.
	 That should only heighten 
our concern. Why introduce 
such volatility in an already 
unstable and dangerous part 
of the world if our stated goal 
is only to skin Assad’s knee? 
Wasn’t the post-Vietnam les-
son to not get involved unless 
we are prepared to win?
	 Kerry gave us three good 
reasons to be opposed, and 
I can think of three more 
close to me. Last week, each 
of them began a new school 
year.

– Michael Smerconish writes 
for The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Readers may contact him via 

www.smerconish.com.
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All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu

disconnected,” Reeve said.
	 This type of  problem happens 
most commonly in classrooms 
where 50 or 60 devices try to con-
nect to an access point nearby, 
Reeve said.
	 “Sometimes those devices are 
still in your pocket but still alive 
and still connect to the wireless 
access point,” Reeve said. “You 
can help by turning the Wi-Fi off  
on your devices when not in use.” 
	 With such a huge change in 
the usage of  the Wi-Fi, there’s not 
enough bandwidth to accommo-
date all the electronic devices on 
campus. However, there is a solu-
tion to the problem.  
	 “We recognized last year that 
the current wireless system, while 
only 3 years old, needed to be 
replaced to keep up with the de-
mand,” said Eric Hawley, associ-
ate vice president for information 
technology and chief  information 
officer. “We started the process to 
find a more robust wireless sys-
tem that can better accommodate 
the rapidly-growing number of  
wireless devices and support the 
newest wireless technologies.”

	 After an extensive trial-and-
error process, the university has 
chosen a new system and has 
started working to replace the 
entire wireless network, Hawley 
said. USU is making an invest-
ment of  $1.5 million to upgrade 
the wireless system. 
	 “This will not be a simple up-
grade,” said Kevin Grover, USU 
networking team coordinator. 
“We are not just going in and pull-
ing the old access points out and 
putting new ones in their place. 
We are going through every build-
ing, looking at the high demand 
areas, checking wireless coverage 
patterns in every room and re-
engineering where every access 
point will go. We expect this effort 
will result in more access points, 
and better coverage for everyone.” 
	 Reeve said the network replace-
ment will not happen overnight, 
but the IT team is committed to 
getting it in and operational as 
soon as possible.
	 “We plan to start the upgrade in 
high demand areas, like the busi-
ness building, Old Main, and the 
library,” Reeve said. “The engineer-
ing of  the new system is happening 
now, and we will start installing as 
soon as we can.” 

– marissa.neeley@aggiemail.
usu.edu
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should never ever use them. 
In no way are any of these 
flattering, and they should 
never even be considered. But 
believe it or not, I have heard 
every one of these used at 
one time or another.
	 “Are those space pants? 
Because your bum is out of 
this world.”
	 “You look cold. Want to 
use me as a blanket?”
	 “If you were a booger, I’d 
pick you first.”
	 “Come feel my coat. You 
know what that’s made of? 
Boyfriend material.”
	 “Is your dad a terrorist? 
Because you’re the bomb.”
	 Now that those awful lines 
are out of my system, it turns 
out if the right line is used, 
pleasing results can be earned. 
But please, if you do decide to 
take the route that includes 
a pickup line, do it tastefully. 
Dish it out with a good sense 
of humor and a confident, yet 
playful attitude. Don’t be too 
serious! Remember, this is just 
to break the ice.
	 Anyone who thinks some-
one will fall for their wooing 
cliche needs to get a clue. To 
really land a date, lines have 
got to be delivered in just the 
right way. Always have good 
conversation to back it up.
	 After all of this, I still believe 
the best pickup line is five let-
ters long.
	 “Hello.”

 
 

– Chelsea Hunter is a junior 
majoring in print journalism 

with a minor in finance. Being 
the oldest in her family, she’s 

familiar with giving advice, and 
her friends often come to her 

about their relationships. Keep 
the questions and experiences 
coming to hunter.chelsesa92@

gmail.com

Chelsea
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Fieldhouse at least four times 
a week, something she believes 
helps her the most.
	 Jared Liechti, coordinator 
for the Nelson Fieldhouse and 
the Health, Physical Education 
and Recreation building, said 
he doesn’t think most fresh-
men realize what opportuni-
ties are available to them.
	 “My advice to them would 
be to just come in, find out 
what there is and take advan-
tage of  it,” Liecht said. “All 
you need is your student ID, 
and you have full access to the 
equipment.”  
	 The Fieldhouse and the 
HPER are only just the begin-
ning for students attending 
USU, Cannon said. 
	 “I really feel that the school 
provides a ton of  different ways 
for students to stay active,” 
Cannon said. “All you have to 
do is get involved. Take a lot of  
P.E. classes and enjoy the great 
outdoors that surround us.”  
	 Aaron Montgomery, a soph-
omore studying business and 
finance, said he advises new 
freshmen to take at least one 
physical education class ev-
ery semester and to find other 
ways to stay active. 
	 “One of  my favorite things 
to do was get out and play 
some pickup basketball games 
with my roommates,” he said. 
	 But when it comes to stay-
ing in shape and keeping off  
the pounds, Barney said there 
is more to it than just being ac-
tive. 
	 “Eating right, you have to 
stay away from fatty foods,” 
he said. “I know it can be hard, 
but you just have to find the 
right balance and make sure 
that you are eating enough of  
the healthy foods.”
	 Although he is not worried 
about gaining weight, Barney 
said he is not surprised to hear 
that freshman tend to gain 
weight. 

	 “I see a lot of  idleness and 
way too many late-night food 
runs,” he said. “That kind of  
behavior adds up before you 
know it.”
	 “I really tried to stay away 
from fast food,” Cannon said 
of  his freshman year. “I ate 
smaller portions and I limited 
my snacking.” 
	 Cannon said his habits were 
shaped by a limited budget.
	 “I was too poor to gain 
weight,” he said. “Really 
though, my budget was pretty 
slim when it came to grocer-
ies.” 
	 Shalai Matagi, a freshman 
majoring in sociology, is try-
ing to make sure she eats smart 
while being on a university 
meal plan. 
	 “The meal plan might not be 
the healthiest choice because, 
after all, it is buffet-style, so 
you almost feel like you have to 
eat more,” Matagi said. “But I 
am staying conscious of  how 
much I eat, and I have really 
been trying to stay away from 
deserts.” 
	 Along with trying to main-
tain a balanced diet, Matagi is 
making sure she gets the most 
out of  her freshman experience 
by staying involved on campus. 
	 “In high school I was on 
dance company and the volley-
ball team, and now I am an am-
bassador and am still trying to 
stay involved in any way that I 
can,” she said. “My favorite ac-
tivity would probably have to 
be playing on a dodgeball team 
on campus.” 
	 Whether students are new 
freshmen or seasoned seniors, 
Cannon said keeping off  those 
unwanted pounds has never 
been easier with all the re-
sources, equipment and facili-
ties available to students. 
	 “Know what your surround-
ings are, and take advantage 
of  it,” he said. “We live in such 
a beautiful area with so much 
around us. Make friends with 
people who are active and en-
joy this great time of  your life.”

Freshman
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– jared.dangerfield22@gmail.
com

	 “Having these hires was very 
big for us,” Waltham said. “It is 
nice to have new members who 
bring a lot to the table. That is 
what we’re looking for.”
	 There are members of the 
department who are from differ-
ent countries, and Chris Skousen, 
a professor in the school of accoun-
tancy, said this a big help overall.
	 “We have an absolutely out-
standing international faculty,” 
Skousen said. “It has really helped 
the school achieve the rankings 
it did, and they constantly bring 
new ideas to the table.”
	 USU has one of the smaller busi-
ness schools in the country, but 
Aoki said just because the school is 
smaller than others doesn’t mean 
it acts small.
	 “Because of our school size, 
the School of Business is not nor-
mally recognized as a growing 
school,” Aoki said. “But having the 

rankings come is making people 
become more aware of us as a 
strong business school.”
	 Walther said the School of 
Business will continue to be rec-
ognized and hopefully drive more 
nationally-prominent professors 
to join the school.
	 “With these rankings, we hope 
that professors and experts across 
the country see this as a perfect 
opportunity to join a growing 
school,” Walther said.
	 Aoki said another reason the 
rankings are high is the future 
addition of Huntsman Hall, which 
will open in fall 2015. She said 
she believes without the donation 
of Jon Huntsman, the building 
would not have been possible.
	 “With everything that is going 
on, this is going to be a welcome 
addition to the campus,” Aoki 
said. “This will most likely be the 
single thing that helps put Utah 
State over the top as a world-
renowned business school.”

– connor.comeau@aggiemail.
usu.edu

Twitter: @Connor_Comeau

Accounting
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FYI: TuesSeptember 17

WedSeptember 18

ThursSeptember 19

FriSeptember 20

	 Want a free workout? Come to our Women’s 
Only Hour in HPER 109, every Friday at 10:30 a.m. 
Available for employees and students. 
	 USU Athletics are holding auditions for the 
National Anthem at athletic events. Auditions 
are Sept 16 at 6 p.m. and Sept. 18 at 10 a.m. in the 
Champ Room on the third floor of the Spectrum. 
	 Come enjoy pizza and learn how you can enjoy 
a policy internship. Ask past interns about their 
experiences and learn what kind of internships 
interest you. Make some great connections for 
internships in the future. In Library 154 at 3 p.m. 
on Sept 19.
	 Come make a splash with the USU Collegiate 
4-H Club. Swimming, food and fun at Crystal 
Hot Springs on Sept. 25 from 5:30- 8:30 p.m. This 
is event is free for all USU students. Bring your 
friends and get to know Collegiate 4-H. 8215 Utah 
38  Honeyville, UT 84314. Questions? Contact 
Cassie at breedingca@gmail.com
	 Panel event discussing the Future of Higher 
Education will be held in TSC Auditorium at 11:30 
a.m. on Oct. 11. Panelists include: Sen. Urquhart 
(R-St. George), Ann Millner and Doug Fiefia.
	 Come see what USU students who traveled to 
Norway this past summer created in the Norway 
Travel Abroad Exhibit. Located in Gallery 102 of 
the Chase Fine Arts Center, this exhibit will be full 

o Course withdrawals show as a W on transcript
o Classes Added by Petition Only (Charged $100 late fee)
o CAAS Day on the Patio, TSC Patio 10-1 p.m.
o Group Meditation, TSC 335 3-4 p.m.
o The Magic of Food and Fitness, TSC Ballroom 7 p.m.
o Learn to Swim Registration, HPER All Day
o Stress Management and Wellness, TSC 310 4-5:30 p.m.

o Course withdrawals show as a W on transcript
o Classes Added by Petition Only (Charged $100 late fee)
o Learn to Swim Registration, HPER All Day
o True Aggie Night, Quad, midnight
o Note Taking and Textbook Annotations, TSC 315A 10-11 
a.m.
o Organic Produce Stand, TSC Patio 11-2 p.m.
o Joy of Depression, TSC 310B 11:30-1 p.m.
o Internship Q&A, Library 154 3-4 p.m.
o CAAS Awards and Honors Banquet, TSC Ballroom 5:30-
8:30 p.m.
o Ecology Center Seminar Series, ENG 103 4-5 p.m.
o 19th Annual Leonard J. Arrington Mormon History 
Lecture, 7-8 p.m.

o Classes Added by Petition Only (Charged $100 late fee)
o National Parking Day, All Day
o Tractor Parade, 10:20 a.m.
o Evan’s Biography and Handcart Awards Ceremony, 
Haight Alumni Center 1:30-2:30 p.m.
o Democracy Interrupted:Constructing a Food Etopie on 
Top of Crumbling Foundations, AGS 101 3 p.m.
o Dallin Wengert Fundraiser: Country Swing Dancing, 
TSC Ballroom 9 p.m.

o Course withdrawals show as a W on transcript
o Classes Added by Petition Only (Charged $100 late fee)
o National Anthem Auditions, Spectrum 10-12 p.m.
o Organic Produce Stand, TSC Patio 11-2 p.m.
o Health Professions Orientation Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
o Common Hour: Utah’s Climate Symphony, Ag Science 
101 11:30-12:45 p.m.
o Ecology Center Seminar Series, ENG 103 6-7 p.m.
o Volleyball vs. Boise State, Spectrum 7-9 p.m.

Today is Tuesday, Sept. 
17, 2013. Today’s issue 
of The Utah Statesman 
is published especially 
for Mitchell Nichols, a 
sophomore majoring 
in community health 
from American Fork, 
Utah.

High: 79° Low: 48°
Skies: Partly cloudy with a chance 
of a thunderstorm and a chance 
of rain in the afternoon. Breezy. 
Gusts up to 30 mph. Chance of 
rain 20 percent.
Record high: 89° (1981)
Low: 31° (1965)

Today in History: In 1862, 
Confederate and Union troops 
in the Civil War clashed near 
Maryland’s Antietam Creek in 
the bloodiest one-day battle in 
American history.
	 The Battle of Antietam 
marked the culmination of 
Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee’s first invasion of the 
Northern states. Guiding his 
Army of Northern Virginia 
across the Potomac River, the 
general divided his men, send-
ing half of them, under the 
command of General Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson, to capture 
the Union garrison at Harper’s 
Ferry.
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of pieces inspired by the students’ experience. The 
gallery is open Monday through Friday from 10 -4 
p.m. and is free and open to the public. An opening 
reception will be held on Oct. 4 at 5 p.m.
	 Guitarist John Scofield is coming to USU 
to perform on Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Morgan 
Theatre. Scofield toured and recorded with Miles 
Davis from 1982 - 1985 and has recorded over 30 
albums as a leader. He is an adjunct professor of 
music at New York University and tours the world 
200 days of the year.
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