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Air pollution top priority for legislators
4By Maile Burnett

staff writer

	 More than 4,000 people rallied 
for government intervention 
against air pollution on Jan. 25 in 
the largest air quality demonstra-
tion in the state, The Salt Lake 
Tribune reported. 
	 Jordy Guth, a member of  the 
USU Sustainability Council, was 
encouraged to see the rally and 
the awareness people have about 
air quality.
	 “Everybody who sees that there’s 
a problem and starts to become 
informed about the problem real-
ly does need to step up and have a 
voice about it,” Guth said.
	 Guth is impressed with the way 
the governor is responding and 
stepping up. She believes the 
government is listening to what 
voters are saying.
	 “Now there’s a lot of  legislation 
that’s happening, because people 
are making it known that they 
care and expect the government 
to respond and change,” Guth 
said.

	 Two days after the rally, the gen-
eral session of  the Utah Legisla-
ture opened with more than 15 
bills concerning air quality, and 
according to Rep. Edward Redd, 
R-Logan, it’s likely more bills will 
be proposed as the session goes 
on.
	 Redd works as a physician for 
the Bear River Health Depart-
ment and was elected in 2012 to 
the Utah House of  Representa-
tives. Last spring, he and other 
representatives helped create the 
Clean Air Caucus, which aims 
to educate legislators about the 
problem. The caucus met month-
ly to hear from experts about the 
weather and chemistry behind 
air quality and the health effects 
it has.
	 According to Redd, most of  the 
problems come from PM 2.5, 
which is particulate matter small-
er than 2.5 micrometers. The bad 
air in Utah not only increases 
risk of  respiratory problems like 
asthma and pneumonia, but it 

India Earl photo

CACHE VALLEY SUFFERS FROM some of the worst air in the nation. On Jan. 25 more than 4,000 concerned Utah residents 
gathered at the capitol to show legislators the important of air pollution. More than 15 bills are being considered this session for a change 
in regulation toward carbon emissions.

Student work showcased in SLC

Photo Courtesy Brent Uberty

UNDERGRADUATE USU STUDENTS traveled to the Capitol in Salt Lake City on Saturday to present their research along with University of Utah 
students. The initiative was made in effort to distinguish the research-based students and universities from the other schools in Utah. The event is an offshoot 
of a larger research event in Washington, D.C. called Posters on the Hill.

USU, U of U undergrad students present varieties of research at the Capitol
4By Ashlyn Runyan

staff writer

Cache Valley 
unemployments 
percentages drop
4By Cassidy Woolsey

staff writer

	

More than 30 undergraduate stu-
dents gathered in the rotunda of  the 
Utah Capitol on Saturday with stu-
dents from University of  Utah to pres-
ent their research projects to the state 
legislature and the public.
 	Scott Bates, associate vice president 
of  Research and Graduate Studies 
at USU, said the event, known as Re-
search on Capitol Hill, is a shoot-off  
of  the larger event held each April in 
Washington D.C., called Posters on 
the Hill.
 	“About 10 years ago, my predecessor 
and the University of  Utah decided 
that we should replicate that program 
here in Utah,” he said.
 	Bates said the purpose of  the event 
is 80 percent to showcase the students 
and 20 percent to showcase the uni-
versity.
 	“It was seen as an opportunity to 
get both of  the research universities 
in the state to show how they are 

distinguished from the non-research 
universities in the state,” Bates said. 
“They aren’t doing this kind of  thing 
at SUU.”
 	Utah Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox was pres-
ent at the event and gave remarks.
 	“Utah is leading the nation in near-
ly every metric,” Cox said. “But we 
are still going to need people smarter 
than me to solve our problems.”
 	The student presenters represented 
every college at USU with the excep-
tion of  the Caine College of  the Arts.
 	Jared Glenn, a senior double major-
ing in sociology and political science, 
presented his research on whether or 
not a professor’s gender affects learn-
ing by male students.
 	“It’s been known for a while that 
female students prefer and perform 
better with female teachers,” he said. 
“I wanted to find out if  the same went 
for male students.”
 	Mark Soffe, a senior in biochemistry, 
has been investigating an alternative 
method of  purifying specific proteins.
 	“My project is one of  the more tech-

nical ones,” he said. “But, if  my meth-
od works, it will take a lot of  time out 
of  chemistry research.”
 	Other projects included an investiga-
tion of  the correlation between mon-
ey spent on kids organized sports and 
the likelihood of  children continuing 
in the sport by Michael King, a deter-
mination of  how habitat stress affects 
garter snakes by Austin Spence and a 
look into how beaver dams affect the 
health of  streams by Trinity Stout.
 	Bates said preparation for the event 
began when more than 50 students 
submitted abstracts back in Novem-
ber.
 	“I made selections based on trying to 
get a diverse array of  disciplines,” he 
said. “We take 25 projects every year.”
 	The majority of  the students have 
been working on their projects for at 
least a year.
 	Soffe said he used the summer break 
to really make headway.
 	“Over the summer was actually 
pretty intense trying to get the DNA 
clones right,” he said. “I would spend 

8 to 10 hour days in the lab, five to six 
days a week.”
	 The student researchers have gained 
a great deal by working on their proj-
ects.
 	“It’s one thing to sit in lecture and 
read PowerPoint slides about other 
people discovering things in your 
field,” Soffe said. “It’s another thing 
to get that hands-on experience.”
 	Glenn said his project helped him 
decide what kind of  a career he wants 
to pursue.
 	“I have wanted to be a professor at 
USU for a long time,” he said. “Once I 
found out what professors do besides 
just teaching, which is gain knowl-
edge, I realized this is definitely what I 
want to do.”
 	Even with all of  the work the stu-
dents have already put in, the ma-
jority of  them said they were not yet 
finished with their research.
 	Soffe said his final goal is to get pub-
lished.

	

	 Utah’s unemployment rate dropped again 
to 4.1 percent in December, compared to 
the national average of  6.7 percent. Local 
residents have seen similar results by adding 
more businesses and jobs to the valley within 
the last year.
	 Cache Valley is now at 3.4 percent unem-
ployment, which is considered to be full em-
ployment, said Sandy Emile, president of  the 
Cache Chamber of  Commerce.
	 “In other words, almost everyone in our 
community has a job,” Emile said. “It’s an in-
dicator that our community is healthy.”
	 Aspen Gorry, assistant professor of  eco-
nomics and finance at USU, said young work-
ers around the nation are having a hard time 
finding a job. The recent graduates in Cache 
Valley are looking to find a job based on their 
skills and qualifications in their field of  study, 
he said.
	 “The trick with unemployment rates is a lit-
tle bit hard because it’s survey data,” Gorry 
said. “It’s the question of  can people really 
not find a job, or is it not the job they are look-
ing for exactly?”
	 The customer service and food industry 
jobs aren’t always the jobs college graduates 
are searching for, Gorry said.
“However, the job prospects for students in 
Cache Valley are better than students across 
the country,” he said.
Alix Van Noy, a senior at USU, has been work-
ing at Gia’s Italian Restaurant for the past two 
years while attending USU. He didn’t find it 
hard to find a job in Cache Valley, he said.
“Lots of  people say it’s hard,” Van Noy said. 
“I might have been lucky, but I knew what I 
was doing.”
	 Van Noy had experience from previous jobs 
in the food industry before his college educa-
tion.
	 The experience and skills helped him get the 
job, he said.
	 “We hope that students will focus on gain-
ing an actual professional working experi-
ence while they are going to school,” Emile 
said.
	 Students should apply for internships and 
get involved outside of  their education as 
much as possible, she said.
	 “So when they graduate they will not only 
have a degree, but they will have that experi-
ence which will make them very valuable in 
the employment community,” Emile said. 
“Hopefully we will have a position for every-
one that needs one, so everyone can enjoy the 
benefits of  being in Cache Valley.”

– cass.stephens12@yahoo.com

jSee AIR, Page 3
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Actor found dead 
from drug overdose
	 Widely admired actor Philip 
Seymour Hoffman was found dead 
Sunday in his New York Greenwich 
Village apartment. He was 46. The 
cause of death was a drug overdose. 
He was found with a needle in his arm 
and an envelope of heroin.
	 Hoffman won a Golden Globe for 
best actor for his role in “Capote” 
in 2005. He appeared in more than 
50 f ilms during his career includ-
ing “Mission: Impossible III,” “The 
Hunger Games: Catching Fire” and 
“Moneyball.”

	 The policy of The Utah Statesman 
is to correct any error made as soon 
as possible. If you find something you 
would like clarified or find in error, 
please contact the editor at 797-1742, 
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu or come 
in to TSC 311.

In brief

4Compiled from staff 
and media reports

Toddler found dead, 
woman arrested 
	 Police arrested a woman in Tooele on 
suspicion of homicide. She allegedly 
gave her 2-year-old son an overdose 
of methadone.
	 She called 911 Friday evening, but 
emergency responders were unable 
to save the boy. The boy’s 8-year-old 
brother and 5-year-old sister had also 
ingested methadone but survived. 
Both said their mother fixed a drink 
for the toddler and all three tasted it.
	 The mother said she realized after 
they tasted the drink that it was her 
liquid methadone and not Gatorade. 
She said she tried to get the boy to 
throw up and then they both took a 
nap.

Education Week kicks off Monday

Taylor Murray photo

THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES hosted “Are you Smarter than a 5th Grader?” on Monday. Events occur each day 
of the week and range from Collins Touhy speaking for Common Hour to a dance ending the week on Friday evening.

Thursday

Tuesday

Wednesday Friday

TED Talk by Briana Bowen in the TSC 
Auditorium from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Collins Touhy, sister of  adopted NFL football 
player Michael Oher and a character from 
the movie “The Blind Side,” will be speaking 
for the Common Hour series in the TSC Ball-
room from 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

The college will make valentine hearts 
for senior citizens at the LDS Insti-
tute building for a service activity on 
Thursday. It will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and is open to everyone.

The week will end with a dance in the 
HPER building on Friday, which will 
include food, tournaments and prizes. 
The dance will take place from 8:30-
11:30 p.m.

CEHS WEEK EVENTS The Deep End • Tyson Cole 
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Friday, Jan. 24

• USU Police assisted a student with investigating 
suspicious text messages.

•  USU Police are investigating a Facebook account 
possibly linked to illegal activity.

Saturday, Jan. 25
 
•  USU Police responded to 700 N. 800 East 
because of a verbal dispute. Both individuals were 
intoxicated. In the process of learning the ages of 
the two people, it was discovered one individual 
had a warrant out for their arrest. The person was 
arrested and transported to the Cache County Jail.

• USU Police assisted Logan Police in responding 
to a large house party. LPD obtained a warrant 
to search the resident and several citations were 
given for minor in possession of alcohol. There 
were approximately 40 to 50 people at the house.

• USU Police and Logan EMS responded to the 
Health and Physical Education Recreation build-
ing because a male individual had a possible 
shoulder dislocation. He fell on a mat while prac-
ticing martial arts. The person was transported to 
Logan Regional Hospital.

Sunday, Jan. 26

• USU Police were dispatched to Richards Hall 
because of an intoxicated male individual. The 
complainant, a resident assistant, was contacted 
upon arrival and said the person had already left, 
but said he was going to Blue Square. Officers 
searched the area and failed to locate the indi-
vidual.

• USU Police assisted Cache County officers in a 
traffic stop on 1400 N. Aspen Drive. Two juvenile 
individuals were cited for possession of marijua-
na.

Monday, Jan. 27

• USU Police responded to 1100 E. 1100 North 
on a possible domestic dispute. Officers advised 
the couple to find better ways to resolve problems.

• USU Police received a report of damaged prop-
erty in a restroom at the Center for Persons with 
Disabilities. Upon arrival officers found feces 
along the floor in a stall and contacted Facilities 
for clean-up.

Tuesday, Jan. 28

• USU Police responded to a traffic accident. An 
individual claimed their car was hit by a softball 
while driving through the West Stadium Villa 
Parking Lot.

• USU Police responded to Merrill-Cazier Library 
on a medical emergency. A student fainted and 
possibly having a seizure. Upon arrival the indi-
vidual was conscious and apparently passed out 
because of donating plasma earlier that day. Police 

transported the person home to rest.

Wednesday, Jan. 29

• USU Police responded to an office in Old Main 
on a report of pornography on a computer. The 
photos of adult males were removed by the IT 
department and the hard drive was cleaned.

• USU Police responded to Aggie Village because a 
juvenile sent a text message to a friend saying she 
“wanted to die.” Logan EMS also responded and 
found the individual was having emotional prob-
lems. Parents transported the juvenile to Logan 
Regional Hospital.

Thursday, Jan. 30

• USU Police received a call from a citizen ques-
tioning traffic flow and pedestrian crossings on 
700 North.

4Compiled by Danielle Manley

Contact USU Police at 797-1939 
for non-emergencies.

Anonymous reporting line: 797-5000
EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911The Police Blotter

can also trigger cardiovascular 
problems like heart attacks and 
clots, he said.
	 “There are some days when it 
really is pretty unhealthy,” Redd 
said. “However, year round the 
air is pretty reasonable.”
	 According to Josh Greer, who 
works for Bear River Health in 
the Environmental Health Sci-
ence Division, there are two fed-
eral standards placed by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 
Utah meets the yearly standard, 
but it’s during winter when Utah 
fails to meet the 24-hour stan-
dard due to inversion.
	 “We will continue to work on 
additional strategies that can 
be implemented on a state level 
to improve air quality in Utah,” 
Redd said.
	 On a local level, the Cache Coun-
ty Council recently approved a 
vehicle emissions program and 
delegated Bear River Health 

to implement it, according to 
Greer. The program requires ve-
hicles to be emissions tested and 
officially began in January.
	 The same program has been 
implemented in Utah and Da-
vis Counties, and Salt Lake City 
has been using the program for 
about 30 years. The Utah Divi-
sion of  Air Quality identified it 
as something that would help 
Cache County air, according to 
Greer. 
	 The website aircheckcache.com 
has information on what vehicles 
will be tested each year, the stan-
dards for the testing, and which 
shops will provide the testing. 
Law caps the price at $15 to $20 
depending on the kind of  inspec-
tion required, Greer said.
	 At USU, the Sustainability 
Council helps administration 
make policy changes in air qual-
ity. About a year and a half  ago, 
USU became an idle-free cam-
pus. For the first time this past 
September, the council did an 
idle-free campaign, and accord-
ing to Guth, the campaign will 
probably become an annual 

event.
	 The council also has helped set 
up grant programs for students 
who want to make a difference, 
both through the Blue Goes 
Green fund and a new program 
called Northern Utah Clear the 
Air, Guth said. 
	 The first round of  the North-
ern Utah Clear the Air grant 
happened this fall, one of  which 
is Art for Air, a student idea by 
Madison Bales. A part of  the 
project is in the library, a color 
by number picture of  lungs. Her 
idea was, “If  everybody does a 
little bit, it contributes to the 
whole.” Each color corresponds 
to a fact or suggestion of  how 
someone can help, Guth said.
	 Redd said measures like avoid-
ing idling, carpooling and not 
burning wood can help the prob-
lem.
	 “We can each do our part to re-
duce what we contribute to the 
inversion,” Redd said.
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– mburnett@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @BurnettMaile

“I’m working on it now as part 
of  the chem research class,” he 
said. “If  I don’t get it done this 
semester, I’ll just work on it this 
summer.”
 	Glenn said he would like to use 
his research to make a difference 
in the world.
 	“What the heck is the point of  
doing it if  you aren’t going to 
improve anything?” he said. “If  
there is a difference in how the 
genders learn, let’s teach females 
how to teach males and males 
how to teach females.”
 	Both Cox and USU President 
Stan Albrecht gave special 
thanks to the students involved.
 	“This is the kind of  research 
that changes lives,” Albrecht 
said.
 	“Thank you for what you are 
doing for our state,” Cox said.

– ashlyn.tucker@aggiemail.usu.edu

Research
From Page 1



The Utah Statesman interviewed Da-
vid Clayton, an undeclared sophomore 
from Parker, Colo.

Utah Statesman: What are you 
studying?
David Clayton: I’m undeclared, 
but I think I’m going into graphic 
design and advertising.

US: What makes you want to go 
into that?
DC: I enjoy designing things on 
the computer and trying to make 
things stand out, and I think it 
would be cool to have a career 
where I make logos for companies 
or, like, it would be sweet to design 
clothes or shoes for Nike or other 
companies like that. Also, I feel that 
by doing advertising along with it, 
it would make my career more suc-
cessful.

US: What sports do you play?
DC: I play baseball for the school, 
and in my free time I like playing 
basketball, football, golf  and skate-
boarding.

US: Is that why you came to USU? 
To play baseball?
DC: No, I was actually going to play 

at a different college, but then I de-
cided to take my freshman year off  
from baseball and come here, then 
I decided to try out for the team this 
year.

US: Do you like it so far?
DC: Yeah, I’m definitely liking it. I 
like how it gets me away from actual 
life. When I’m playing baseball, it’s 
the only thing 
I focus on. It’s 
super fun and 
it takes a lot of  
skill and hard 
work, and I 
also like being 
part of  a team.

US: Who do 
you look up to?
DC: I look up 
to God the 
most in my life.

US: What’s the best advice you’ve 
been given?
DC: Aim high. Have goals, dreams 
and never give up.

US: What’s the most embarrassing 
moment you can remember?
DC: When I was like10 I got locked 

in the KFC bathroom, and the fire 
department had to come to get me 
out.

US: How long were you in there, 
and how did they find out you were 
locked in there?
DC: I was trying to get out for like 
15 minutes. I was just banging on 
the door with my first and some-

one heard, and 
apparently the 
manager tried 
to get me out 
with his key 
but it didn’t 
work, so he 
had to call the 
fire depart-
ment.

US: Do you 
have a phobia 
of  public re-

strooms now?
DC: Nah, I don’t. But I think I did 
for a little while, and it was pretty 
traumatic since I was so little. I was 
super scared that I wasn’t going to 
be able to get out.

US: Favorite animal and why?
DC: It’s a frog because my nick-

name in high school was “corn 
frog.” That’s when I started liking 
frogs.

US: Why did you get that nick-
name?
DC: That is a great question, I have 
no idea. My friend just started call-
ing me it one day and it stuck.

US: What’s your favorite thing to 
do here in Logan?
DC: Just skateboarding around 
campus or making late-night Mc-
Donald runs.

US: What’s something unique 
about you?
DC: I wear a sleeve when I play 
baseball and if  I have a bad game 
where I do bad, the next game I 
wear a different sleeve. I also keep 
fortunes in my hats for supersti-
tious reasons.

US: What kind of  fortunes?
DC: Just ones that mean something 
to me that are from fortune cook-
ies. One says, “Investigate the new 
opportunity that will soon become 
an option.”

	 I’ll take a short break from 
chewing out people’s music. 
I think it’s only fair I set aside 
time to chew out the 56th 
Annual Grammy Awards.
	 It’s not like it’s my job is 
to talk about how bad pop-
ular music is. I actually ap-
prove of a lot of this year’s 
Grammy-winning artists. 
Daft Punk’s “Random Ac-
cess Memories” was one of 
my favorite albums of 2013. 
My favorite album of last 
year, “Modern Vampires of 
the City” by Vampire Week-
end, won the award for best 
alternative music album. I 
shouldn’t have too much to 
bicker about but I do.
	 A Grammy Award is an 
music-relat-
ed accolade 
presented by 
the National 
A c a d e m y 
of Record-
ing Arts and 
S c i e n c e s . 
According 
to a 2011 in-
terview with 
The Holly-
wood Re-
porter, Nine 
Inch Nails’ 
Trent Reznor 
said it’s “like 
a popularity 
contest that 
the insiders 
club has de-
cided.” This 
came from 
a man who’s 
won two 
G r a m m y s 
himself. At 
this year’s 
G r a m m y 
A w a r d s 
ceremony, 
he performed alongside 
Queens of the Stone Age 
and other artists. About 
four minutes into the perfor-
mance, their live music was 
interrupted by a commercial 
break. This is despicable 
and perplexing. Isn’t this 
supposed to be music’s big 
night, not television’s?
	 That commercial break 
was a defining moment in 
showing what the Grammy 
Awards are truly all about. 
It’s about getting TV view-

ers.
	 This year’s 20 live perfor-
mances included a duet fea-
turing Beyonce and Jay-Z, a 
Daft Punk/Stevie Wonder 
collaboration and 33 same-
sex couple marriages. These 
are some big events. Behind 
all this grandeur, I’m curious 
as to why Macklemore and 
Ryan Lewis won best rap 
album and not Kendrick La-
mar. After the show, Mack-
lemore sent a text to Lamar 
saying, “You got robbed. 
I wanted you to win. You 
should have. It’s weird and 
sucks that I robbed you.”
	 I guess it’s not fair to judge 
how the National Academy 
of Recording Arts and Sci-
ences critiques music, but 
you all know I’m going to do 
it anyway.
	 Getting recognition from 
the Grammy Academy 
these days is a basic reci-
pe of how popular you are 
now, how much critical ac-
claim your music has had in 
the past and how old-school 
you sound. Daft Punk nailed 
all three ingredients on “Ran-
dom Access Memories.” 
It was the perfect cheesy 
throwback album and it 
came from a group that 
reached their creative peak 

over 10 
y e a r s 
ago. It’s 
a great 
a l b u m 
by all 
m e a n s , 
although 
I must 
a d m i t 
it’s total 
Grammy 
candy.
	
Kendrick 
Lamar ’s 
“ G o o d 
K i d , 
M.A.A.D 
City” was 
a nom-
inee in 
the same 
category. 
It’s a plat-
inum-sell-
ing re-
c o r d 
that was 
released 
back in 

2012. It was hailed by many 
professional music analysts 
as the best album of that 
year, and I myself think it’s 
one of the greatest albums 
in music recording history. 
Kendrick’s work should have 
received Grammy nods a 
year ago, but the folks in 
charge decided to wait it out 
before giving Lamar seven 
nominations and not having 
him win any of them.
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Humans of  USU: Madison Smith

SOPHOMORE DAVID CLAYTON enjoys skating around USU in his free time. Clayton is considering a major in graphic design.

Mikayla Kapp photo

jSee GRAMMYS, Page 5

How ‘bout them 
Grammys?

	 Scott E Hall

Album 
Critic

Humans of  USU: David Clayton

Aim high. Have 
goals, dreams, and 
never give up.

     David Clayton
 sophomore

“
”

Getting recog-
nition from the 
Grammy Acad-
emy these days is 
a basic recipe of 
how popular you 
are now, how 
much critical 
acclaim your 
music has had 
in the past and 
how old-school 
you sound.

  Scott E Hall

“

”

Baseball player hopes for good fortune during games



	 Perhaps the album was released too late 
in the year to get nominations for the 2013 
awards. Personally, I 
don’t think the Grammy 
Academy would have 
showed as much love 
for Lamar if his album 
hadn’t sold so much in 
the past year. Lamar’s 
nominations were more 
so inspired by his album 
sales than by his genius.
	 The way the Gram-
mys work have been 
questionable since Chris-
topher Cross beat out 
Pink Floyd’s “The Wall” 
for album of the year in 
1981. Since then, some 
great artists and terrible artists alike have won 
these awards. Arcade Fire is a great band that 
won the 2011 album of the year for “The Sub-
urbs.” This was a great album, but their 2004 

release “Funeral” has been hailed by many 
publications as one of the greatest albums of 
its decade. It’s the youngest album to appear 
on Rolling Stone’s 200 Greatest Albums of All 
Time. “The Suburbs” only won Album of the 
Year because the Grammy Academy was mak-
ing up for not appreciating “Funeral” enough. 
Eclectic, tasteful music rarely wins Grammys. 

The year before Arcade Fire 
won this award, it was won 
by Taylor Swift.
	 Taylor Swift. 
	 In The Hollywood 
Reporter interview men-
tioned earlier, Reznor also 
said the Grammy Awards 
feel “rigged and cheap.” 
Considering his Grammy 
performance this year was 
cut off by a commercial 
break, it’s hard for me to 
disagree. Dude, forget the 
Grammys.

	 – Scott Hall is a 
newcomer to the world of journalism. He is 
studying public relations and stage manage-
ment at USU. His spare time is dedicated to 

music. For more, email scottehall3@gmail.com.

	 What did 
you do over 
Labor Day 
w e e k e n d ? 
Did you 
change some-
one’s life for-
ever?
	 Y o u n g 
teen Henry 
(Gattlin Grif-
fith) lives with 
his mother, 
Adele (Kate 
Winslet). She 
suffers from 
depression, 

and leaves the house only about once a month. 
Henry does his best to take care of Adele, but he 
recognizes there are things he can’t do to help.
	 One day soon before school starts, Adele and 
Henry go shopping for clothes. A wounded man, 
who introduces 
himself as Frank 
(Josh Brolin), soft-
ly and forcefully 
asks for assistance 
and a ride to their 
house. Reluctant-
ly, Adele takes 
him home. Frank 
explains he just 
escaped prison, 
but he isn’t all he 
appears to be.
	 Going into 
“Labor Day,” I 
thought I knew 
exactly what was 
going to happen 
based on what 
I saw in the trail-
er. Fortunately, I 
was wrong. I was 
pleasantly sur-
prised. I liked it.
	 I thought the 
film was going to 
be a romantic dra-
ma, almost bor-
dering the chick 
flick genre, but it 
wasn’t. I was wor-
ried because I like 
Winslet and Brolin, and I couldn’t see Brolin in a 
chick flick. They both delivered fantastic perfor-
mances and were well-supported by Griffith and 
the other actors.

	 There are a number of memorable anecdotes 
throughout the movie that add to the simplicity 
of the film and depth of the characters. “Labor 
Day” is based on a book of the same name by 
Joyce Maynard, and those philosophies may 
have been pulled directly from its pages.
	 The movie effectively kept the audience cu-
rious and questioning with brief flashbacks and 
images. There wasn’t as much show-and-tell as 
there were fill-in-the-blanks until everything was 
finally revealed near the end. Having a mentally 
challenging aspect makes a movie and the sto-
ry more intriguing, captivating the audience and 
causing them to think about how this or that hap-
pened and how it ties to the present.
	 I felt anxiety for Frank as various situations 
arose that could potentially compromise his situ-
ation. I felt the burden Henry had to bear to take 
care of his mother. I felt the heartache of a world 
turned upside down.
	 For everything that happened, for all that 
was in it, it was a simple, intimate human story. 

There were only 
a small handful 
of locations, and 
that added to the 
closeness. I could 
easily see this sto-
ry replicated in a 
stage play.
	 The great-
est charm “Labor 
Day” has to offer 
is its ability to be 
emotional and 
dramatic without 
becoming overly 
dramatic, which 
seems to be the 
expectation in 
drama movies to-
day.
	 “ L a b o r 
Day” may not 
be quite good 
enough for an 
Oscar or Golden 
Globe, but it’s 
good enough for 
a viewing. 
		
– Spencer Palmer 

is a graduate 
student work-

ing toward an MBA with a recent bachelor’s in 
mechanical engineering. Email him at spencer.
palmer@aggiemail.usu.edu or visit his website, 

themovieknight.wordpress.com.

A&EDiversions Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2014Page 5

Grammys
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Feb. 14 & 15, 2014 at 7PM Tickets $50 | Senior Rate $45
RECEPTION at 6PM | DINNER at 7PM

CCA Box Office 435-797-8022

TO BENEF I T  THE  LARRY SMI TH  JAZZ  SCHOLARSH IP  FOR USU  JAZZ  S TUDENTS

Sky CLub
JAZZ NIGHT

a t  t he

LOGAN GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 710 North 1500 East

DESSERT & DANCE LESSONS STARTING AT 6PM

$10 Student Night on Thursday February 13 at 7PM

Spencer Palmer

Film 
Critic

	
Grade:

B+

‘Labor Day’ surprisingly pleasant 



	 After starting the season 7-0, 
the Utah State men’s basket-
ball team has since gone 5-9, 
including 2-7 in the Mountain 
West Conference.
	 The Aggies continue confer-
ence play with a pair of home 
games this week when they 
begin the second go-around of 
conference games by hosting 
Nevada and Boise State.
	 “We’re just kind of a mess 
right now. We’re struggling,” 
said head coach Stew Morrill 

following the loss Saturday 
in Wyoming. “We’re having a 
hard time scoring. We’re hav-
ing a hard time defending. Our 
players are not very confident.”
	 The road doesn’t get any eas-
ier for the Aggies.
	 While USU leads the con-
ference in three-point f ield 
goal percentage, the Aggies are 
ninth in scoring offense and 
eighth in scoring defense while 
compiling a minus-4.7 scoring 
margin during conference play.
	 Morrill switched up the 
starting lineup on Saturday 
against Wyoming, something 

the Aggies hope will pay div-
idends against the Wolf Pack 
on Thursday. When the teams 
met in Reno on Jan. 11, USU 
started a stretch of seven games 
in which the team reached the 
70-point plateau.
	 The Aggies have only reached 
the mark three times in confer-
ence play, once in a win over 
San Jose State and twice in loss-
es to Air Force and Boise State.
	 It’s a trend that bodes ill for 
USU when Nevada visits the 
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum on 
Wednesday.
	 “We’ve got to be able to play 

defense even when our offense 
isn’t going the way we want it 
to,” said senior guard Spencer 
Butterf ield after losing to 
Wyoming.
	 The Wolf Pack boasts the 
third-best scoring margin in 
the conference, outscoring 
opponents by an average of 5.2 
points. Nevada has four play-
ers averaging in double figures, 
led by Deonte Burton at 21.0 
points per game.
	 Nevada has allowed confer-
ence opponents an average of 
64.4 points per game and held 
the Aggies to 54 in the first 

meeting this season, which was 
the Wolf Pack’s fourth of seven 
conference wins so far this sea-
son.
	 For the Aggies, switching the 
lineup is a focal point.
	 “We just have to get used to 
playing out new positions, but 
bottom line is that we’ve just 
got to play harder,” Butterfield 
said.
	 Morrill echoed Butterfield’s 
sentiment about the team’s 
effort.
	 “I don’t think we’re not try-
ing, I think we’re just kind of 
a mess,” Morrill said. “And I 

hate to admit that, but it’s true. 
We’re not playing hard enough 
because we’re struggling so 
much, and when shots aren’t 
going down and the other team 
is scoring and you’re missing 
shots it gets def lating out there, 
and it’s no excuse, but it’s what 
is happening.”
	 The Aggies and Wolf Pack 
are scheduled to tip off at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 
the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum.
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The Very Best Single 
Student Housing!

Brentwood

Call or text Larry @ 435-770-7826
for more information about where 

you really want to live!

Practially on campus •  Full bath in each bedroom • Spacious •  Comcast Hi-speed internet • Washer/dryer Furnished

LynwoodEdgewood

Men’s Basketball

Aggies look to break five- game conference losing streak
4By Curtis Lundstrom

sports editor

–curtislundstrom@gmail.com
Twitter: @CurtSport07

Ringing in the 2014 Winter Olympics

Competition for the 2014 Winter Olympics begins 
on Thursday with women’s skiing super com-
bined trials and men’s snowboarding slopestyle 
qualifications. The opening ceremonies, however, 
take place on Friday. The Olympics will be aired 
on NBC and its affiliate channels and will last 
through Feb. 23. 
	 New Events:
There will be 12 events in these games that have 
not been seen in previous winter Olympics. 
	 The first is ski halfpipe for men’s and women’s 
competition. This is an event that already takes 
place on a snowboard, but X Games fans will be 
excited to see this event coming to the Olympic 
stage. 
	 Another X Games favorite that is going to see 
the Olympic snow is the slopestyle event. There 
will be a men’s and women’s competition for skiing 
and snowboarding. The event features a rail por-
tion and a jump portion so fans can see a plethora 
of new athletes throwing their bodies in danger-
ously high situations while doing aerial stunts. 
	 Snowboarding parallel slalom will take place 
in Sochi for the first time. This is an event in 
which two athletes race on side-by-side courses 
and first one down wins. This event has been in 
the Olympics for skiing before, but never for snow-
boarding.

	 Ski jumping has been a long-standing classic in 
the Olympics. However, women will compete in it 
for the first time ever next week. 
	 The last three are team or relay versions of 
current Olympic sports. Biathlon mixed relay is a 
new spin on the biathlon. It is extremely popular 
in Europe and it is, in short, a four-person co-ed 
biathlon relay. The figure skating team event is 
basically exactly what it sounds like; countries will 
have different skaters to perform in different cate-
gories for a team score. Luge team relay will also be 
in the Olympics for the first time. It will feature a 
doubles team, a male athlete and a woman athlete 
in a team relay.
	 U.S. athletes to watch
	 Shani Davis already has two gold medals under 
his belt; he won the 1000-meter speed-skating 
events in the last two Olympics. In a week, he will 
go for his third-straight medal in the event. 
	 Skiing’s bad boy Bode Miller is back for his 
fourth Olympic games. He is 36 years old and has 
lost 20 pounds. Miller broke out in Salt Lake in 
2002 and then was criticized in Torino in 2006 
for partying late into the night then competing 
the next day. Miller, however, is focused and 
aims to claim gold in what is likely to be his final 
Olympics.
	 Snowboarding’s superstar Shaun White 
skipped the X Games last month to prepare for the 
Olympics. White will be competing in two events 
this year for the first time, as slopestyle has never 

been in the Olympics. He will also compete in his 
signature event, superpipe. 
	 Hannah Kearney is the defending women’s 
mogul champion in the Olympics. She is still 
considered one of the world’s best mogul skiers 
this time around, and she will attempt to become 
the first woman to win consecutive gold medals in 
freestyle skiing.
	 Hannah Teter is the original women’s halfpipe 
gold medal winner. She won it in 2006 in the inau-
gural Olympic halfpipe competition. She will look 
to reclaim the gold in this year’s games after she 
took silver in Vancouver in the 2010 games. 
	 Mikaela Shiffrin is only 18, yet with Lindsey 
Vonn sitting out of these Olympics, she is the head-
line women’s ski racer. Shiffrin has already won 
three world cup slalom races this season and looks 
to be counted on for the Americans to continue to 
win.
	 Top Stories going into the Olympics
Lolo Jones, the popular American hurdler who just 
missed the podium in 2008 and 2012 after hitting 
a hurdle in both races, has given herself one more 
chance at an Olympic medal. She has made the 
U.S. bobsled team as a brakeman. This will likely 
be her last chance to earn an Olympic medal, 
something many people thought she would never 
achieve after the London games.
	 The Jamaican bobsled team will make their 
first appearance since 2002. A Jamaican four-man 
bobsled team made the Olympics in 1988, and the 

1993 Disney movie “Cool Runnings” was based on 
its story. People are donating money to the two-
man team of Winston Watts and Marvin Dixon to 
cover travel costs to Sochi. 
	 Lindsey Vonn will skip these Olympics after she 
re-injured her surgically repaired knee in a fall in 
November. Vonn has been at least slightly injured 
for the last two Olympics, and the women’s skier 
with the most world cup medals will completely 
miss the games in Sochi. However, she said she will 
not retire until at least the next Olympic games in 
2018, when she will be 33.
	 Threats on the Olympic games
The cost of these Olympic games is the highest of 
any in history. Russia has spent $51 billion on the 
games, $10 million more than the 2008 Beijing 
games and, according to a Dutch newspaper, more 
than every other Winter Olympics cost in history 
combined. 
	 This has caused unrest about the games in 
Russia, and a terrorist organization led by a man 
named Doku Umarov has made threats. In late 
December 2013, the organization bombed public 
transportation hubs in Volgograd. Russian pres-
ident Vladimir Putin has spared no expense on 
security measures for the Sochi games, and the 
U.S. has offered aid for protection of the Olympics.

4By Jeff Dahdah
assistant sports editor

– dahdahjm@gmail.com
Twitter: @dahdah
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	 Whenever a list of great-
est sports movies is creat-
ed, films like “Remember 
the Titans” and “Field of 
Dreams” inevitably rise to 
the top, while other films 
are passed over and left out 
of the discussion entirely. 
The following 10 movies are 
not the best of all time; rath-
er, they are 10 forgotten 
sports films that deserve a 
little more credit than they 
typically receive. 
	
10. “The Replacements” 

	 Based on the 1987 pro 
football players’ strike, 
the fictitious Washington 
Sentinels hire Coach Jimmy 
McGinty (Gene Hackman) 

to assemble a group of 
misfit players and finish 
the remainder of the sea-
son. Hackman recruits 
washed-up quarterback 
Keanu Reeves as well 
as Orlando Jones, Jon 
Favreau and Roy from 
“The Office” in an attempt 
to piece together a win-
ning team. The movie is 
both a better comedy and 
a better football film than 
its more popular counter-
part, “The Longest Yard.”
	
9. “Miracle” 

	 Though well-received by 
critics and audiences alike, 
this biographical film follow-
ing the formation of the U.S. 
men’s hockey team and its 
road to the 1980 Winter 
Olympics is frequently left 
out of the “greatest films” 
conversation. The film is an 
intense portrayal of one of 
the most significant events 
in the history of American 
sports. 
	
8. “Rocky Balboa” 

	 This final installment 
in the “Rocky” franchise, 
released 30 years after the 
original, was a fitting end 
to a series that desperate-

ly needed to forget “Rocky 
V.” Stallone neatly parallels 
his character from the first 
“Rocky” film, delivering the 
closest thing to an emotion-
al performance he’ll likely 
ever give.
	
7. “Cool Runnings”

	 An obvious product of 
the early 1990’s, “Cool 
Runnings” is both hilarious 
and inspiring. On a list of 
most-quoted sports mov-
ies, this would rank just 
ahead of “Jerry Maguire” 
and just barely behind “The 
Sandlot.”
	
6. “D2: The Mighty Ducks” 

	 This movie might not 
ever appear on any other 
list of forgotten films, but 
nostalgia demands it be 
mentioned here. It’s basical-
ly “The Goonies” of sports 
movies. The best scene in 
the movie shows Team USA 
playing an aggressive game 
of street hockey against 
some neighborhood kids 
while Tag Team’s “Whoomp! 
(There It Is)” plays in the 
background.

	 5. “Moneyball” 

	 Brad Pitt’s depiction of 
Oakland Athletic’s manager 
Billy Beane earned him an 
Academy Award nomina-
tion for Best Actor, and the 
film was nominated for Best 
Picture in 2011. The film 
follows Beane’s struggle 
to assemble a competitive 
team despite severely limit-
ed funds due to the team’s 
small market, ultimately 
resulting in a revolutionary 
method of scouting players 
and a historic winning streak 
by the poorest team in the 
majors. It’s hard not to be 
romantic about baseball. 
	
4. “Four Days In October” 

	 Part of ESPN’s “30 For 
30” series, this film docu-
ments the four consecutive 
days in which the Boston 
Red Sox challenged base-
ball history against the New 
York Yankees in the 2004 
ALCS. The entire film is 
available on YouTube and is 
a must-see for any baseball 
fan, regardless of team alle-
giance. 
	
3. “Finding Forrester” 

	 Admittedly gets some 
degree of credit when 
placed on a comprehensive 
list of classics, but rarely 
placed on the same level as 
“Rudy” or “Hoosiers” due 
to the nature of the film. 
“Finding Forrester” manag-
es to somehow be a basket-
ball movie that isn’t about 
basketball, which makes 
sense only after seeing it. 
	
2. “Warrior” 
 
	 Saying this film is about 
UFC fighting falls laughably 
short of doing it justice. 
“Warrior” is emotionally 
draining. It’s intense. It’s 
both thrilling and heart-
breaking. It is absolutely 
brutal in every meaning of 

the word. “Warrior” is pos-
sibly the best fighting movie 
ever made. 
	
1. “Hoop Dreams”

	 Printed across the top 
of “Hoop Dreams’” movie 
poster is a quote from 
famed movie critic Roger 
Ebert, which reads “This 
is one of the best films … 
I have ever seen.” “Hoop 
Dreams” follows the lives 
of Arthur Agee and William 
Gates, two basketball play-
ers from Chicago trying to 
make it to the NBA. The film 
explores economic division, 
race and education while 
tracking the young men’s 
budding basketball careers. 
“Hoop Dreams” may be 
one of the most underrated 
movies ever, regardless of 
genre.

– Logan Jones is a sopho-
more studying journalism 

and communication. When 
he isn’t writing or watch-

ing or arguing sports, he’s 
updating his blog at mind-

grenades.blogspot.com. 
Feel free to contact him at 

logantjones@aggiemail.usu.
edu or tweet at him      

@Logantj.

Taking a look at the top-10 overlooked sports movies
Logan Jones

Trail
blazing

	 Attention Aggie fans, you have 
the opportunity to apply to join an 
“Aggie Fan Experience Committee” 
which will provide valuable input 
to the athletic department at Utah 
State on various fan oriented top-
ics.
	 The committee will be com-
prised of 15-20 diverse Aggie fans, 
including new and veteran season 
ticket holders, Big Blue donors, 
USU students, single game ticket 
purchasers, and more. The hope is 

to gain a broad perspective of var-
ious Aggie fans in order to better 
the overall fan experience.
	 An application process is under-
way now and all applications must 
be submitted by February 28. USU 
Athletics will take the following 
time to review applicants and the 
committee members will be select-
ed and notified by March 12.
	 Committee members are 
expected to bring notes and sug-
gestions to be presented at each 
meeting that will feature an open 
discussion intended to better the 

fan experience at Utah State ath-
letic events. Some topics of dis-
cussion can include tailgating, 
halftime, parking, concessions, 
traffic, in-stadium technology, and 
any other positive or negative game 
experience-related topics.
	 All Aggie fans are encouraged 
to apply, however you must be 18 
or older to join the committee. For 
any questions please contact der-
ick.stoulil@usu.edu or (435)797-
1360 or Kelsea Garthoff, at kelsea.
garthoff@usu.edu or (435)797-
5799.

USU fan committee formed
By USU Media Relations

The following 10 
movies are not the 
best of all time; 
rather, they are 10 
forgotten sports 
films that deserve 
a little more credit 
than they typically 
receive. 

Logan Jones

“

”



	 There are two kinds of ar-
guments being advanced 
for making the USU campus 
smoke-free. Neither of them is 
any good.
	 The first argument, ad-
vanced by Daryn Frischknecht, 
is based on the claim that 
students have the right to 
breathe clean air. Of course, 
the people of Logan are 

acutely aware of the dangers 
of unclean air, since there are 
times when we have the worst 
air in the nation. So we can all 
agree that clean air is what we 
call “a very good thing.” But is 
there a right to clean air? 
	 If there is, then we have a 
much bigger project to tend 
to. Car emissions are a far 
more egregious violation of 
this alleged right; the impact 
of second-hand smoke is ba-
sically zero by comparison. If 
polluting the air really does vi-

olate a human right, we should 
be pulling all stops to sharply 
reduce or eliminate car traffic, 
both on campus and off cam-
pus. But if we are reluctant to 
do this, then we don’t believe 
that breathing clean air is a 
right. We’re not really talking 
about a right. We’re talking 
about something else.
	 What else are we talking 
about? My guess is that 
Frischknecht and many oth-
ers just don’t like the smell of 
cigarette smoke. They find it 

annoying or disgusting, and 
they would rather not have 
it around. But if this is what’s 
going on, then our effort in-
stead should be to see how 
we can reduce the friction 
between smokers and non-
smokers, in order to keep the 
annoyance at a minimum. We 
could enforce the prohibi-
tion from smoking within 25 
feet of building entrances, or 
we could establish smoking 
zones so that those who wish 
to smoke can do so without 

bringing too much annoy-
ance to others.
	 The second “argument” is 
the effort by USU to survey 
faculty, staff and students. 
I’m thinking of this survey as 
an “argument” if the aim is to 
establish what we ought to 
do by how most people feel. 
That might sound like a harm-
less principle — “Isn’t that 
what democracy is?”, people 
might ask — but in fact the 

	 Americans are funny creatures 
when it comes to the study of history. 
	 Children in the United States are 
brought up on tales of the honesty 
of Abraham Lincoln, the courage of 
Gen. George Washington, the wis-
dom of the Founding Fathers and 
the indomitable will of the Western 
pioneer. Much of our rich national 
culture is intertwined with colorful 
narratives from our collective past. 
	 Yet despite our fondness for base-
ball-and-apple-pie narratives from 
days gone by, Americans are noto-
riously awful at history — the actual 

study and analysis of events and ac-
tors in the past. Though there are in-
dividual exceptions, our national cul-
ture and interpretation of the past is 
largely built on a masterfully exclusive 
selective memory. 
	 Perhaps the best summary is that 
Americans are totally ahistorical, and 
at the same time, utterly infatuated 
with national mythology. 
	 Lest you think I’m attacking young 
George Washington, axe-in-hand be-
side the felled cherry tree, let me be 
clear that there are some virtues to 
national mythology. Heroic tales ex-

emplify the very best in a nation. Wo-
ven from the most virtuous threads of 
legend, national myths create cultural 
tapestries that not only celebrate ex-
emplary moral courage but inspire 
men and women of the present to 
rise above base human nature and 
lead with wisdom and honor. C.S. 
Lewis reflected on the value of such 
tales: “Since it is so likely that children 
will meet cruel enemies, let them at 
least have heard of brave knights and 
heroic courage.”
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Smoking ban not actually about smoking
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•  �All letters may be shortened, 
edited or rejected for reasons 
of good taste, redundancy or 
volume of similar letters.

•  �No anonymous letters will be 
published. Writers must sign 
all letters and include a phone 
number or e-mail address as 
well as a student identification 

number (none of which is pub-
lished). Letters will not be print-
ed without this verification.

•  �Letters can be hand delivered 
or mailed to The Statesman in 
the TSC, Room 311, or can be 
emailed to: 

	 statesmaneditor@
	 aggiemail.usu.edu.

Editorial Board:
Lis Stewart
Danielle Manley
Eric Jungblut
Mariah Noble
Chelsea Hunter
Curtis Lundstrom
Jeff Dahdah
Mikayla Kapp
Meghann Nixon

Editor in Chief:
Tavin Stucki

	 Opinions on this page (columns, 
letters) unless otherwise identified 
are not from Utah Statesman staff, 
but from a wide variety of mem-
bers of the campus community 
who have strong opinions, just like 
you. This is an open forum. Want 
to write something? Contact: 
	 statesmaneditor@
	 aggiemail.usu.edu.
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Briana Bowen

The 
Ninjacrat

America has a bipolar relationship 
with national history and mythology

jSee SMOKING, Page 9

Fight worth all 
the cash

To the editor:

	 Firstly and most importantly, 
I believe what Evelyn Beatrice 
Hall said, “I disapprove of what 
you say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it.” For 
that, I thank Mr. Christiansen 
for his article concerning the 
same-sex marriage debate.
	 However, it should be 
pointed out that he was wrong 
in most of the fundamental 
points of his argument and 
was weakly arguing the rest 
of them. He argues the Utah 
government is wasting the 
taxpayers’ dollars in defend-
ing marriage between strictly 
a man and a woman and that 
they are “combat(ing) a deci-
sion based on an idea ... that 
homosexuality will corrupt chil-
dren and violate the sanctity of 
traditional marriages, defined 
as those between a man and 

a woman.” The children being 
raised by gay couples isn’t even 
the issue here. Sure, they could 
turn out normal; many have. 
What should be looked at is 
what the public wants, not nec-
essarily why they want it. To 
throw out just briefly the argu-
ment for the ethics of the situ-
ation, the government is doing 
what the taxpayers want them 
to do. In 2004, Amendment 
3 was passed resoundingly by 
the voters in the state. All but 
two counties — Summit and 
Grand — voted that this is the 
definition they wanted for the 
state for marriage. Perhaps the 
issue should be put to a vote 
again, but by the most recent 
vote, this is what the taxpayers 
want. To condemn the price 
tag of $2 million is only saying 
the residents of Utah are stupid 
and don’t know how to spend 
their money right.
	 Which brings up another 
good point: money. I would 
be interested to see how much 
money LGBT groups and court 
cases have cost trying to over-

turn the voting public’s opinion 
since 2004. I would venture to 
guess it would exceed the $2 
million. Yes, much has changed 
since then, but it is no sur-
prise to me that in that period 
of time, both groups spent a 
lot of money to defend what 
they believe, and neither side 
should be faulted for that. 
	 The fact that Mr. 
Christiansen points out he 
was raised a Latter-day Saint 
serves to undermine his argu-
ments against the church’s 
position. As any good voting 
community, we should vote 
as we believe. The fact that 
the church believes “God has 
commanded that ...

– Keith Jackman

Forum letters: Your voice

Let’s hear 
who you’re 
voting for

	 As our own USU/SA election 
season is upon us and candidates 
have filed their intention to run 
for office, I’m excited to see the 
letters to the editor start coming 
in about why this particular candi-
date is best for the job for whatev-
er reason, or why another partic-
ular candidate is not good for the 
job because of this set of reasons. 
	 I’m so excited for it that I’m start-
ing to set aside extra space in the 
opinion section just to accommo-
date the influx of letters: It’s the 
only place where you, the reader, 
are able to voice your views as if 
you were a regular weekly colum-
nist.
	 But I’m also aware of the fact 
that not many of my readers have 
actually written a letter to the ed-
itor before. I’ll give you the run-
down. 
	 Letters to the editor are just that. 
You send them to me, I put them 
in the paper. Boom, done. But it’s 
also a good idea to have a point 
to what you’re writing — I’m not 
going to print your letter all about 
how your puppy is the #Cutest-
ThingEver. It’s also a good idea to 
back up your statements with ac-
tual facts, figures or reasons. 
	 Most of all, it’s a good idea to 
make yourself not look like a jack-
ass, even if you’re vehemently op-
posing the election of a particular 
candidate.
	 Let me give a quick example by 
writing my own letter to the edi-
tor with the suggested headline 
of “Athletics office needs more 
choice.”

To the editor: 

	 (This candidate) is running unop-
posed, and unless there are some 
write-in candidates I don’t know 

jSee NINJACRAT, Page 9

My guess is that 
Frischknecht 
and many oth-
ers just don’t like 
the smell of ciga-
rette smoke.

“

”

Charlie 
	 Huenemann

4By Charlie 
Huenemann
guest columnist

Coke ‘Bowl 
commercial 

not a big deal
	 Coca-Cola’s Super Bowl commercial 
“America the Beautiful,” had people on 
social media fuming Sunday evening.
	 The ad featured people of different 
races and nationalities singing “Ameri-
ca the Beautiful” in several different lan-
guages. This started a firestorm on Twit-
ter, with 
p e o p l e 
p o s t i n g 
about how 
people in 
A m e r i c a 
should learn to speak English. #Speak-
American was trending for a brief mo-
ment. 
	 There is an argument to be made 
on both sides here. For one, it’s no 
secret that English — not the fictitious 
“American” dialect — is the dominant 
language in the U.S. The most recent 
census data shows an overwhelming 
majority of Americans speak only En-
glish in the home. It makes sense most 
people living in America should know 
how to speak English for the purpose 
of communicating with fellow country-
men.
	 However, America has no set nation-
al language. We are a country of immi-
grants, from our English-speaking fore-
fathers who came over in the 1600s; to 
our German, Italian and Chinese-speak-
ing great-grandparents at the turn of 
the 20th century; to our Spanish-speak-
ing brothers and sisters from south of 
the border today.  
	 The commercial was a tribute to the 
many races, religions and languages 
that shaped our country, not some at-
tempt to undermine English’s position 
as the country’s dominant language. 

An Editorial Opinion

Our View

Finish it 
online!

Read the letter in full 
at utahstatesman.com

Tavin Stucki

Hail 
to 
the 

Chief

jSee CHIEF, Page 9
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about, will walk into the (this 
office) for next year.
	 I like (this candidate). 
He’s a great guy to hang 
out with. I don’t doubt he 
would make a great VP, I 
just wish we had more op-
tions to choose from. 
	 Every day I see (this guy) 
studying at the big table 
outside the service center 
on the third floor of the 
TSC. The faces around him 
don’t generally change — 
many of the other USU/
SA officers who hang out 
there doing homework or 
taking a break to play table 
tennis. 
	 I might still vote for (this 
candidate), but it would be 
nice to have the choice not 

to. Isn’t there another per-
son we can at least choose 
from as a write-in candi-
date? 

– Tavin Stucki

	 See? It’s not that hard. 
	 Your letters should re-
flect your own feelings. 
For example, I’m expecting 
many letters along the lines 
of “There’s no diversity 
among candidates,” “Don’t 
vote Tavin Stucki for Ath-
letics VP,” “Write in Colby 
May for president” and “I 
just want a good Howl.”
	 It’s even OK for candi-
dates to write letters pro-
moting themselves for 
office. It’s even better for 
their campaign teams to do 
it. 
	 As a reminder, letter 
should be short-ish, and 
mine was fewer than 200 

words; they should be in 
good taste — I opposed 
(this candidate) in this fic-
ticious letter, but I gave 
reasons why and didn’t 
just call him names; there 
shouldn’t be more than 
one written by the same 
person in the same week — 
too much of a good thing 
can ruin a cause. 
	 Letters can be submit-
ted by hand to my office 
in TSC 311 or by email to 
statesman@aggiemail.usu.
edu. 

– Tavin Stucki is the editor 
in chief of The Utah States-
man. His articles have won 

awards and appeared in 
numerous news publica-

tions throughout Utah. 
Send any comments to  

statesmaneditor@aggie-
mail.usu.edu.

Chief
From Page 2

	 But there is a critical differ-
ence between using national 
mythology — stories that Abra-
ham Lincoln freed the slaves 
and the belief that America 
has never lost a war, for exam-
ple — as a warm and comfort-
ing source of inspiration, and 
using it as an actual account 
of the way history has trans-
pired. American culture is, on 
the whole, so ahistorical that 
we conveniently replace entire 
chapters of our history with our 
national mythology, or what we 
want to believe about history. 
In doing so, we cheat ourselves 
out of the wealth of experi-
ence and wisdom that can be 
gleaned from a sincere study of 
history — both the bits we like 
and those we don’t. 
	 One of the best features of 
representative democracy is 
that it allows a nation to learn 
from its mistakes and to avoid 
making the same mistake 
twice. That’s an incredibly valu-
able feedback loop. The prob-
lem, however, is that it’s very 
difficult to avoid repeating mis-
takes if you never learn about 
the last time the mistake was 
made. 
	 In the words of Span-
ish-American philosopher 
George Santayana: “Those 

who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat 
it.”
	 While some of the problems 
and challenges of the 21st cen-
tury are unique to our time, a 
great many have precedents 
— some almost identical — in 
history. The lessons we learned 
from the Prohibition Era in the 
1920s could provide serious 
direction in our current war on 
drugs. The lessons we could 
have learned in Vietnam, and 
quite explicitly chose not to, 
are highly relevant to our cur-
rent engagements in the Mid-
dle East. We are missing out on 
real opportunities to avert suf-
fering and disaster by refusing 
to pluck the low-hanging fruit 
of painfully obvious lessons 
from history.
	 It isn’t necessary that every 
American become a history 
professor. But it is our nation-
al and individual responsibility 
to insist we learn from both 
the mistakes and successes of 
the past, as they actually hap-
pened, rather than remain pas-
sively content with substituting 
our national mythology for the 
sincere study of history.

– Briana is a political science 
major in her last semester at 

USU. She is an avid road cyclist 
and a 2013 Truman Scholar. 

Proudest accomplishment: 
True Aggie. Reach Briana at 

b.bowen@aggiemail.usu.edu

Ninjacrat
From Page 2

principle, if we simply follow 
it, can allow a majority to im-
pose policies that conflict with 
a deeper mission of our insti-
tution. The deeper mission I’m 
thinking of is the mission of a 
public university to encourage 
both diversity and tolerance 
for differences among people.
	 Some history will show what 
I mean. Years ago — I’m told 
— there was a place in the stu-
dent center called The Briar. 
It was a smoke-filled coffee 
shop, bustling with activity 
and interesting discussions. 
When Utah passed its first 
indoor clean air act in 1995, 
one of the most vocal advo-
cates for keeping The Briar 
open was Val R. Christensen, 
the vice president of Student 
Services at the time. Chris-
tensen — who didn’t smoke, 
by the way — believed that a 
university should welcome 
differences among people 
and should show special hos-
pitality to people visiting cam-
pus whose customs are quite 
different from our own. He 
believed part of the univer-
sity experience is exposure 
to differences and the active 
encouragement of tolerant at-
titudes. This, he thought, was 
an important service of the 
institution, and so should be 
preserved even in the face of 
majority votes.
	 There may be a long list 
of things most folks on cam-
pus would rather not put up 
with — smoking, coffee drink-
ing, R-rated movies, T-shirts 
with edgy messages — but 
we should keep in mind that 
the university has the job of 
preparing students for a very 
diverse and interesting world 
that does not mirror Utah in 
many respects. The smoking 
issue is a relatively small one, 
I know, but it does connect 
with this broader mission, and 
that should be borne in mind. 

– Charlie Huenemann is a 
philosophy professor and 

associate dean of the College 
of Humanities and Social 

Sciences. Send comments to 
charlie.huenemann@usu.edu.

Smoking
From Page 2
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Today is Tuesday, Feb. 4,  2014. 
Today’s issue of The Utah 
Statesman is published especially 
for Ashley Barrett, a junior major-
ing in dietetics from Riverton, 
Utah.

Tuesday Feb. 4
•	 Testing like a pro: test prep and test taking 

strategies, 10-11 a.m., TSC 315A
•	 Candida, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Caine Lyric Theatre
•	 A Passion for Place: Harrison Groutage Ret-

rospective, all day, Twain Tippetts Exhibition 
Hall

•	 Nobody Goes Home Sad, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art

•	 Reliefs: The Art of Woodcuts, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art

Thursday Feb. 6
•	 Through March 7 Course Withdrawals Show 

as W on Transcript
•	 Through May 2 No Adding of Classes Permit-

ted
•	 Healthy Relationships, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 

TSC International Lounge
•	 Kristin’s Story, 7 p.m., TSC Auditorium
•	 Candida, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Caine Lyric Theatre
•	 Swim Lesson Session 2 Registration Open, all 

day, HPER pool

•	 Common Hour: Collins Tuohy, 11:30-12:30 
p.m., TSC Ballroom

•	 Time Management, 12-1 p.m., TSC 335
•	 Group Meditation, 1:30-2:25 p.m., TSC 335
•	 Groutage Exhibition Gallery Talk, 3-5 p.m., 

Twain Tippetts Exhibition Hall
•	 Love and Stuff, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Performance Hall
•	 Low Vision Support Group, 10-11:30 a.m., 

106 E. 1120 North

Wednesday Feb. 5

Tuesday

Mostly cloudy

23/8

Mostly cloudy

26/6
Wednesday

Snow

27/10
Thursday

Snow

26/5
Friday

Clear

21/9
Saturday
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7	 Bowen: “utterly infatu-
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DOWN
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