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Fiefia second two-term student body prez
4By Danielle Manley

assistant news editor

Valley water levels looking good
4By Lindsey Snyder

staff writer

University programs seek 
to meet national standards

	 The last three weeks have brought 
a large amount of moisture and even 
more relief to Cache Valley residents. 
Water levels are now 112 percent of 
normal, said USU Cache County exten-
sion agent Clark Israelsen.
	 Brian McInerney, a hydrologist with 
the National Weather Service, said 
January to the end of March is a critical 
time to build water and snowpack lev-
els. The water received during this time 
will need to last from April through 
the end of July, also a critical time for 
farmers to produce crops and livestock.
	 McInerney said the snowpack is cur-
rently 118 percent of normal. There are 
31.5 inches of water in the snowpack 
near Tony Grove, up from the 18 inches 
reported last year. 
	 “It was nothing less than a miracle 
when we got storms a few weeks ago,” 
said Bob Faldingham, Cache County 

water manager.
	 McInerney said Cache Valley res-
idents should want 4.5 more inches 
before runoff, which begins April 1. 
	 “We can get that in a couple good 
storms,” McInerney said.
	 McInerney said a cool, wet spring is 
preferable to have an efficient runoff, 
which begins April 1.
	 “If melting starts early, you lose a 
lot in the atmosphere in the form of 
evaporation,” McInerney said. “A little 
bit would melt, going into the soil and 
making plant life come back early. The 
water would get sucked into the plant 
and evaporate out of the leaves.”
	 McInerney said an early melt can 
lead to the loss of up to 50 percent of 
snowpack equivalent.
	 While he wants a cool spring, 
McInerney stressed the importance of 
hotter weather at the end of May and 
early June, followed by thunderstorms.
	 “That’s what we’re looking for with 
the Weather Service: Are we going to 
get the wet storms, and how many?” 

McInerney said.
	 McInerney said most of the north is 
doing great as far as getting high pre-
cipitation levels before runoff begins.
	 However, other states are not faring 
so well, which will impact Utahns.
	 Israelsen traveled to California 
two weeks ago to attend a farm show. 
Israelsen said the state’s precipitation 
levels are 7 to 17 percent of normal. 
This impacts California’s agriculture, 
which depends on irrigation.
	 Israelsen said alfalfa, wheat and corn 
crops will be down significantly due to 
the drought. 
	 Israelsen said Utah will be impacted 
in two ways: It will raise food costs 
because the state brings in a lot of pro-
duce from California, but Cache Valley 
farmers could also expect to make 
more money from California dairies 
who, because of the decreased hay crop, 
will be willing to pay more for hay from 
Utah.

4By Marissa Neeley
staff writer
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	 The graphic design program and 
the School of Veterinary Medicine 
at USU have both applied for 
accreditation and are expecting to 
hear back on their status.
	 “These kinds of reviews take 
time, but we fully expect a positive 
response on accreditation in the 
future,” said Chris Terry, associate 
dean for the Caine College of the 
Arts. “Graphic design was never 
accredited at any point during the 
25 years I’ve been at USU, nor, to 
the best of my knowledge, at any 
point before that.”
	 Graphic design, which is 
applying through the National 
Association of Schools of Art and 
Design, is part of the department 
of art and design, Terry said.
	 “It’s the department that is seek-
ing accreditation of all art and 
design programs at Utah State,” 
he said. “As the department takes 

steps to meet national guidelines 
there will be changes, and I think 
it would be accurate to attribute 
some of the changes in graphic 
design to the accreditation guide-
lines, but not all.” 
	 AJ Nelson, a junior in the graphic 
design program, said the graphic 
design program didn’t pass accred-
itation the first time due to the 
facility. However, she is confident 
that it will pass this time.
	 “We have some really good pro-
fessors like Mike Daines,” Nelson 
said. “He’s worked for a company 
that did commercials and movie 
titles. He’s done stuff with MTV 
and the movie ‘The Tourist.’ 
He’s incredible. There’s also Bob 
Winward, who’s been there a long 
time. He’s trying to move the pro-
gram forward. He has a lot of great 
ideas.”
	 Accreditation is a very big deal, 
Terry said.

	 For the second time in USU 
history, a presidential candi-
date was voted to serve a sec-
ond term during the 2014 USU 
Student Association student 
government elections.
	 Doug Fiefia received 1,885 
votes, including USU region-
al campuses, claiming almost 
53 percent of the total count. 
Opposing candidate Ryan 
Lambert received 245 fewer 
votes than Fiefia.
	 Fief ia campaigned on the 
promise of implementing a 
more cost-effective tuition 

model and creating a simple 
process for students to get 
involved. 
	 Lambert ran his campaign 
based on electing a new voice 
and fresh ideas to hold the 
presidential position.
	 Though he lost, Lambert 
said the campaign process was 
“a humbling experience.”
	 “The campaign that we ran 
was better than I expected,” 
he said. “The support that 
came out was overwhelm-
ing. I told everybody before 
the announcement, ‘Win or 
lose we have nothing to be 
ashamed of because we ran a 
great campaign.’”

	 Another difference in this 
year’s elections was a last-min-
ute change to 
the bylaws. 
The change 
a l l o w e d 
p o t e n t i a l 
write-in can-
didates to 
receive their 
name on the 
final ballot if 
they received 
the most or 
second-highest number of 
votes in the primary election 
or 10 percent of the highest 
number of votes.
	 John Wicker ran an write-

in campaign against Shelby 
Clayson for the College of 

E d u c a t i o n 
and Human 
Services sen-
ator. Wicker 
r e c e i v e d 
enough votes 
to be on the 
f inal ballot, 
but Clayson 
won by 355 
votes.
	 O a k m a n 

Kennedy and Michelle Staples 
campaign as write-in candi-
dates against Zoe Fairbairn for 
Programming vice president, 
but neither received enough 

votes to be on the final ballot.
	 Another difference this year 
is the absence of a new S.J. 
and Jessie E. Quinney College 
of Natural Resources sena-
tor. Patrick Adams ran unop-
posed until Wednesday when 
he withdrew because of he 
received the opportunity to 
study abroad during the fall 
semester.
	 Because of the vacant posi-
tion, another election will 
be held after spring break. 
The filing deadline is 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 4.
	 Polls closed at 3 p.m. on 
Feb. 27. Just a few hours later, 
election committee chairs 

Shelby Frauen and Kaela 
Baucom announced the results 
in the Taggart Student Center 
International Lounge. The 
newly elected candidates took 
their place on the stage and 
replaced the current serving 
candidates.
	 “It’s going to be a great 
year next year,” said Daryn 
Frischknecht, 2013-14 Student 
Advocate VP. “You know they 
have some awesome leadership 
going on and I think they’ll all 
be able to work together and 
succeed.”
	 Current vice presidents and 

STUDENT ADVOCATE VP
Casey Saxton, 2566
Other, 159

PRESIDENT
Douglas Fiefia, 1885 
Ryan Lambert, 1640

EXECUTIVE VP
Mathew Ditto, 1704
Spencer Steadman, 1401

Ashton Bingham, 208

Casey Major, 164
Katharine Nye,  102

ORGANIZATIONS &
CAMPUS DIVERSITY VP

Geoff Andrews, 2493
Other, 126

SERVICE VP
Leah Calder, 1865
Sharon Lyman, 1048

AGRICULTURE & APPLIED
SCIENCES  SENATOR

CHASS SENATOR

ARTS SENATOR
Samuel Wright, 128
Other, 8

Nickoles Clason, 232

EDUCATION & HUMAN
SERVICES SENATOR

Shelby Clayson, 500
John Whicker, 145

ENGINEERING SENATOR
Kade Beck, 270
Stetson Bassett, 177

BUSINESS SENATOR
Scott Laneri, 292
Spencer Stevens, 279

SCIENCE SENATOR
Mikayla Mills, 223
Other, 8

GRADUATE STUDIES SENATOR
Derek Hastings, 100
Other, 5

PROGRAMMING VP
Zoe Fairbaim, 2307
Other, 381

ATHLETICS VP
Dallin Laird, 2464

Other, 146
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$1,000 goes to winner 
of  May Swensen award
	 Luisa A. Igloria received the 17th Annual 
May Swenson Poetry Award on Friday, pre-
sented by USU Press and the Literary Estate 
of May Swenson. 
	 The Norfolk, Va. native’s winning col-
lection of poems, titled “Ode to the Heart 
Smaller than a Pencil Eraser,” will be pub-
lished by USU Press in Summer 2014. Igloria 
will also receive a cash reward of $1,000.
	 Judging this year’s award was American 
poet and memoirist Mark Doty. Doty picked 
Igloria’s poetry collection out of 30 finalists, 
which came from hundreds of entries sub-
mitted across the nation.

	 The policy of The Utah Statesman is to cor-
rect any error made as soon as possible. If you 
find something you would like clarified or find 
in error, please contact the editor at 797-1742, 
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu or come in to 
TSC 311.

In brief

4Compiled from 
staff and media reports

Graduate student wins 
Arrington Lecture prize
	 USU graduate student Scott Marianno won 
first prize for the 2013 Leonard J. Arrington 
Writing Awards competition Friday. 
	 The essay contest, which is open to col-
lege students in Utah and surrounding 
areas, coincides with the annual Leonard J. 
Arrington Mormon History Lecture, most 
recently delivered by Dr. Gregory A. Prince 
who presented “Faith and Doubt as Partners 
in Mormon History” in Fall 2013.
	 Marianno’s essay, “Appropriating the 
Mormon Past: Faith, Intellect and the 
Reformation of Mormon Identity,” received 
$1,000 in cash for winning first place in the 
competition. 
	 USU students Chad Nielsen and Joshua 
Hortin were awarded second and third place, 
respectively.

Correction:
	 In the Feb. 27 story, “Catering steps up the 
wedding biz,” University Catering is incor-
rectly referred to as USU Catering.

Auto accidents halt
Logan Canyon traffic
	 There were two separate truck accidents 
Monday evening in Logan Canyon, neither 
resulting in fatalities.
	 The first accident left a 44-year old man’s 
car in the Logan River. The driver, who was 
reported to be diabetic, lost control of his 
vehicle after his blood sugar levels dropped. 
The man escaped the accident without injury, 
and emergency responders supplied the man 
with glucose to recover his sugar levels.
	 Minutes later, a truck rolled and crashed 
near First Dam. The 33-year old male driver 
was taken to Logan Regional Hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. The police have 
not yet spoken to the driver.

Friday, Feb. 21

•  A complainant reported to police that some-
one was putting up offensive signs around 
campus. As part of Engineering Week, signs 
were place around campus. The complainant 
said someone was now placing derogatory signs 
regarding engineering near their signs and 
wanted it documented.

Saturday, Feb. 22
 
•  USU Police assisted Logan Police with a 
search warrant on a house party in Logan. The 
warrant was served on the house and numerous 
individuals were found inside who had been 
drinking underage and smoking marijuana.

• While on patrol, police saw an individual who 
had been warned not to be on USU property 
standing next to the vet science building. An 
officer talked with this person, who admitted 
he wasn’t supposed to be university property. 
The subject refused to give his personal infor-
mation and was booked into the Cache County 
Jail for trespassing.

• Police contacted two male individuals in the 
Nelson Fieldhouse who were intoxicated and 
had difficulty standing or walking without 
assistance. Both were more than 21; however, 
due to the danger to themselves, they were 
arrested.

• USU Police observed a male individual uri-
nating near the tree on the southeast corner of 
Mountain View Tower. It was determined that 
the individual had been drinking. While he was 
being processed, his friend kept interrupting 
the officer and gave his friend ill-advised legal 
advice. The friend refused to leave after being 
told to do so numerous times and was arrest-
ed for interfering with an arrest. It was then 
found out that he was underage and had been 
drinking.

• During Mardi Gras, police observed an indi-
vidual who was being disruptive at one of the 
activities and who appeared intoxicated. It was 
found that the individual had a blood alcohol 
level of .24 and was arrested.

Monday, Feb. 24

• USU Police responded to Aggie Village on 
a report of a suspicious person. A Logan City 
officer was in the cemetery when he heard and 
saw a male individual checking vehicle door 
handles. Officers searched the area but were 
unable to locate the individual or any vehicles 
that were burglarized.

Thursday, Feb. 27

• Police observed two individuals on bikes who 
were looking in vehicles in the east parking 
lot of Bullen Hall. While the first individu-
al was being questioned, the second fled the 
scene. Logan City officers were contact and a 
perimeter was set up. The second suspect was 
apprehended and taken into custody. The indi-
viduals eventually admitted to breaking into 
several vehicles on campus. Six vehicles were 
burglarized, two of which had property taken 
from them. After further investigation, more 
burglaries were discovered that happened on 
campus and in Logan City Police jurisdiction. 
Three of the suspects were booked into jail.

4Compiled by Marissa Neeley

Contact USU Police at 797-1939 
for non-emergencies.

Anonymous reporting line: 797-5000
EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911The Police Blotter

Taking a journey for a cause
Crowds head to USU
Dominican night for 
fun, raise money for

home for elderly

Mikayla Kapp photo

STUDENTS danced at the USU Dominican Student Association Arieto Banquet on Saturday 
night. The event will benefit a home for elderly people in the Dominican Republic.

4By Brad Robinson
staff writer

Results
From Page 1

		  The USU Dominican Student Association 
and audience members joined together 
Saturday night at the Areito Banquet to cele-
brate Dominican culture and raise money for 
a home for elderly people in the Dominican 
Republic.
	 The home currently houses about 300 peo-
ple with a staff of 11 nuns. The home receives 
the equivalent of about $6,200 per year from 
the country’s government, which means there 
is about $20 per resident each year. Sarah 
Guzman, vice president of the DSA, said the 
money raised from ticket sales will be used to 
purchase items such as furniture and wheel-
chairs, which she said the home lacks.
	 The annual fundraiser was an opportunity 
to give back, Guzman said.
	 “This is the first time that we are donating 
the money to elderly people,” Guzman said. 
“This year, we have decided to give to those 
that have given everything for us.”
	 The theme of the night was “Boarding 
Pass,” and audience members were taken on 
a “ journey” to many areas of the country with 
presentations of dance, song and video. The 
night opened with a live bachata band fea-
turing USU students. The audience was then 
treated to dance performances of merengue, 
urban and baile tipico, a traditional dance. 
Some audience members also joined the danc-

ers on-stage to learn how to 
dance from members of the 
DSA.
	 For audience members 
like USU student Alejandra 
Martinez, the night was an 
exciting celebration of the 
culture.
	 “It shows the diversity that 
there is,” Martinez said. “I would recommend 
it for everyone to come. I’m definitely coming 
next year.”
	 Guzman said the night was a success.
	 “I feel very excited,” she said. “This is the 

seventh Areito that I have 
participated in, and it was 
awesome.”
	 Jorge Veralta, a member of 
the DSA, said the dancers 
spent the last few months 
preparing for the event.
	 “For the bachata, it was a lot 

of preparation,” Veralta said. “We spent three 
months doing the preparation. I told the guys 
to give everything they’ve got, and they did.”

– bradley.s.robinson12@gmail.com

Get Social
Follow us on 

Twitter
@UtahStatesman

– daniellekmanley@gmail.com
Twitter: @DanielleKManley

senators still have a few weeks of service left, 
but some aren’t ready to leave.
	 “There’s still things I want to get done,” said 

outgoing Service VP Kevin Meacham. “I trust 
Leah and everything she’s going to do now. It’s 
out of my control, out of my power. I trust she’s 
going to do the right thing.”
	 Frischknecht said it was an emotional eve-
ning to hand over her position.
	 “The elections and results of last year are 

running through my mind and it’s exciting and 
I’m excited for all the new candidates, but it’s 
very sentimental,” she said.
	 The inauguration for 2014-15 USU/SA offi-
cers is April 18.

	 Count My Vote supporters and promo-
tors of Senate Bill 54 reached a compromise 
Sunday night to stop the initiative petition 
to bring changing Utah’s caucus system to a 
direct primary up for a vote this November.
	 The bill, which was already going through 
the legislature as a means for political candi-
dates to keep the caucus system if they meet 
certain requirements, will be altered to allow 
an alternate path to a primary through a peti-
tion process.

Count My Vote tweaked 
through compromise



	 Rhythmic drumming echoed through-
out the Nelson Fieldhouse on Friday and 
Saturday as dancers and spectators gath-
ered to celebrate Native American culture 
and history at USU’s 41st Pow Wow.
	 The Pow Wow, hosted by the USU Ac-
cess and Diversity Center and the Native 
American Student Council, is the second 
biggest on-campus 
event, said NASC pres-
ident Jason Brough.
	 “This event is a 
great way for the peo-
ple to come together 
to be able to renew 
some of  the social 
ties,” Brough said. “It’s 
a great way to keep the 
culture alive. It still has 
a lot of  the same spiri-
tual significance that it 
used to in the past; the 
drummers, every song 
they sing, the dancers, 
every step they take is 
a prayer to Creator.”
	 He said the NASC is 
the oldest multicultur-
al club at USU.
	 This is Brough’s 
second year as NASC pres-
ident. He said planning the Pow Wow this 
year was less stressful than last year and 
was impressed with the attendance and 
talent at the event.
	 “We’ve got some good drum groups 
here,” Brough said. “I like the fact that 
there’s a lot more people here. To me, 

that shows we as a council did a good job 
trying to put it out in the community, and 
that allows people to come and learn.”
	 Alicia Olea, NASC secretary and se-
nior majoring in anthropology, has a long 
history with the club’s events. 
	 “I’ve been involved with the Native 
American Student Council my entire time 
being at Utah State, which is roughly five 
years now,” Olea said.
	 Her responsibility this year was to 

gather recruit and 
manage the volun-
teers. She said 80 
students of  various 
majors signed up on 
the Pow Wow volun-
teer Canvas page, and 
at least that many 
showed up to help.
	 Olea said the volun-
teers finish the Pow 
Wow with a better un-
derstanding of  native 
culture and enjoy the 
music, the food and 
the dance. She said 
they have a great cul-
tural experience that 
they may or may not 
have had before.
	 All of  the dances 
were performed on 

Friday night, and the 
dance competition began on Saturday af-
ternoon. 
	 Bryan Armajo, a senior majoring in 
business management and information 
systems at the Tooele USU campus, said 
he has danced in Native American pow-
wows all over the country since he was 

just a toddler, but this was his first time 
at USU. He described the powwows as a 
family reunion where he gets to meet up 
with distant cousins, aunts and uncles. 
	 He said his favorite parts are the food, 
people and dancing.
	 “I love dancing,” he said. “People tell 

me all the time that they can see that I love 
dancing.”
	 Armajo’s outfit featured a feathered 
headpiece and a beaded bib. It was Ar-
majo’s first year participating in USU’s 
Pow Wow. Other dancers were covered 
completely with brightly colored feathers 

and beads, and many of  the women and 
girls wore dresses covered in small, cone-
shaped bells that jingled whenever they 
moved.
	 The USU Pow Wow is the kick-starter 
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Pow Wow celebrates Native American culture

For more information call Dennis • (435) 770-2326

USU hosts traditional dance competition

USU’S ANNUAL POW WOW took place in the Nelson Fieldhouse Friday and Saturday. Visitors ate Navajo tacos 
(top left) and watched dance competitions (top right). Eric Watchman of Salt Lake City (bottom right), the Head Man at 
this year’s event shook hands with the royalty.

Samantha Behl photos

It’s a great 
way to keep the 
culture alive. 
It still has a 
lot of the same 
spiritual 
significance 
that it used to 
in the past.

Jason Brough

”
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The Utah Statesman interviewed 
Dally Mortensen, a senior majoring 

in communicative disorders and deaf 
education from St. George, Utah.

Utah Statesman: We found you 
laying on the Quad. Where is your 
favorite place to nap on campus?
Dally Mortensen: I don’t nap a 
lot, but my husband was napping 
in the basement by the YETC … 
education building. There are some 
couches. They’re not very comfy, 
but that’s where he napped today. I 
don’t really nap on campus.

US: Before you were married, what 
was a dealbreaker for you when 
dating?
DM: They had to make me laugh. 
If  they didn’t, I wasn’t interested.

US: How did your husband make 
you laugh?
DM: He’s just very comfortable 
with everyone. He’s just himself. 
He’s kind of  crazy, and I just like to 
keep to myself  and I don’t go out 
of  my way to be crazy. I was em-
barrassed the first couple of  times I 
was with him just because he was so 
crazy, but now I’m not embarrassed 
because I’m used to it, and I kind of  
like that, how he got me out of  my 
comfort zone.

US: How did you guys meet?
DM: We went to the same high 
school, but I was a freshman. He 
was a senior, so that didn’t work 
out. But after he came home from 
his mission, we had the same col-
lege history class together and we 
were in St. George, so we went to 
Dixie.

US: Would you say the rest is... his-
tory?
DM: Oh yeah, for sure.

US: What is your favorite thing 
about spring?
DM: Just the flowers and the green. 
Up here it’s just beautiful in the 
summer and the springtime, and 
the sunshine. I just love it.

US: If  you had to trade lives with 
anyone who has ever existed, with 
whom would you trade and why?
DM: I’d want to be a writer. I like 
the 1800 period, so Charlotte Bron-
te or Jane Austen.

US: What’s your favorite book, 

then?
DM: “Jane Eyre.”

US: What is your weather predic-
tion for March?
DM: It is going to be sunny. It’s not 
going to snow again, and it’s just 
going to be beautiful and it’s going 
to start getting green, and flowers. 
That’s what I’d like it to do. I hope it 
doesn’t snow again.

US: Do you have any big summer 
plans?
DM: I have spring break plans. 
We’re going on a cruise to Jamaica, 
Cayman Islands. We are so excited.

US: What experience has changed 
your life?
DM: Other than marrying my 
husband? … Probably coming here 
to Logan, just because I feel like if  
we didn’t, because my whole fam-
ily lives in St. George, that’s where 
we’re both from, so we wouldn’t 
have had the opportunity to make 
our own family to rely on each oth-
er, and it’s like our home here now. 
We love it in Logan.

US: What did you eat for lunch yes-
terday?
DM: I had a Caesar salad. It was 

delicious. My husband made it for 
me. It was the best thing ever, be-
cause I hadn’t eaten all day.

US: What is your biggest fear?
DM: Lizards. I am terrified. I re-
ally think I have a phobia. I am so 
scared of  lizards.

US: Did you ever have a bad lizard 
experience?
DM: I don’t know. I feel like it all 
started with “The Parent Trap” 
when the lizard went down into her 
mouth, and then St. George is just 
overruled by lizards, and so we just 
had lizards on our windowsills and 

gross huge ones. I felt like at one 
time, I was surrounded by lizards, 
so since then I just freak out. Even 
baby lizards, I just can’t handle.

US: You know their tails come off  if  
you pull on them, right?
DM: Yeah, but I don’t want to get 
anywhere near them.

US: Did you have any other fears 
that you overcame? How?
DM: I’m not very good with speak-
ing with authoritative figures like 
teachers, deans; you know what I 
mean. I feel like through my major 
I’ve had to if  I want to get letters of  

recommendation. I’ve gotten a little 
bit better at getting out of  my com-
fort zone and talking to people and 
being more myself, which I’m not 
very good at.

US: If  you could give advice to oth-
er people who feel the same way, 
what would you tell them?
DM: Just that you have to, if  you 
want to be remembered or go plac-
es or get into grad programs, any-
thing, you just need to be remem-
bered. You need to go out of  your 
way to do things like that. You have 
to if  you want to go anywhere with 
your life.

     I  assume you’ve at 
least heard of Coldplay. 
I might be so bold as to 
assume you’ve heard a 
Coldplay song. Perhaps 
you’ve heard the band’s 
newest song “Midnight,” 
which has been averag-
ing more than 1 million 
YouTube views per day 
since its release. The song 
sounds kind of weird, 
doesn’t it? I must admit, 
it doesn’t sound like any-
thing you’d hear on the ra-
dio. It doesn’t even sound 
like Coldplay. I just think 
you should know, Coldplay has never real-
ly had its own sound anyways.
	 Coldplay released its first single “Broth-
ers and Sisters,” as well as its first music 
video “Bigger Stronger,” in 1999. I may 
not be George Washington, but I won’t 
lie about this: Coldplay was basically a soft 
rock rip-off of Radiohead. Chris Martin’s 
voice was the meager impression of Thom 
Yorke, and Jonny Buckland had Jonny 
Greenwood’s guitar effects down to a T. 
Fifteen years later, Coldplay is now one of 
the biggest bands in the world. They re-
cently released a track with some noctur-
nal electronica vibes, which might seem 
cool and futuristic to people who only 
listen to popular music. This is new territo-
ry for Coldplay, but the band’s influences 
are just as borrowed as they were 15 years 
ago.
	 Chris Martin isn’t impersonating Thom 
Yorke on “Midnight,” but with the help of 
a vocoder, he sounds a darn lot like Bon 
Iver’s Justin Vernon. The line “when I’m 
rolling with the punches” uses the exact 
same note-for-note hook that is heard on 
the line “’til one night, one stormy night” 
on the band’s 2011 hit “Paradise.” These 
factors prove Coldplay’s lack of original-
ity. However, this new track is produced 
by Jon Hopkins, an electronica artist who 
made one of my personal favorite albums 
of 2013. “Midnight” isn’t nearly as corny 
as anything from 2011’s “Mylo Xyloto.” 

These aspects give me 
some hope for Coldplay’s 
future. I’m still just on 
the fence about this new 
song, but I’m not budging 
any time soon. After all, 
Coldplay has spent its en-
tire career on the fence.
	 Coldplay has tried mim-
icking everyone from Ra-
diohead to U2, from Ar-
cade Fire to New Order, 
and apparently are now 
stretching from Bon Iver 
to Jon Hopkins. I’m curi-
ous: What does Coldplay 
sound like?

	 Coldplay was one of my personal favor-
ite bands growing up. I am now cynical 
and have abandoned my childhood music 
tastes. Don’t get me wrong, Coldplay de-
serves some credit for consistently trying 
new things; they just need to stop taking 
baby steps in different directions and take 
an artistic leap forward. “Midnight” is a 
baby step into the world of overly popular 
hipster music. People who wear fake glass-
es and expensive scarves might play this 
song on their iPhone after some M83 or 
Matt & Kim. The song is a cry for hipster 
cred. At the same time, Coldplay remains 
blandly ambient enough that your mom 
might dig this song. “Midnight” may sound 
dark, but never too dark. Martin repeats 
“leave a light on” five times here. 
	 I know what Coldplay is doing. Some-
thing different, nothing bold.
	 I hope “Midnight” doesn’t trick you into 
thinking Coldplay is a weird band now. I 
hope you explore the history of pop mu-
sic genres and learn all the different artists 
that have already been making music like 
this. I hope you decide to take progressive 
leaps in your lives, and as Chris Martin 
sang in 2002, “I hope you understand.”

– Scott Hall is a newcomer to the world 
of journalism. He is studying public 

relations and stage management at USU. 
His spare time is dedicated to music. For 

more, email scottehall3@gmail.com.
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Pow Wow
From Page 3

“Midnight”: I know 
what Coldplay is doing

Humans of USU: Dally Mortensen says Logan changed her life

SENIOR DALLY MORTENSEN said coming to school at USU has pushed her to get out of her “comfort zone” and talk to people.

Mikayla Kapp photo

Scott E Hall

Music 
critic

for the rest of  the powwows in 
Utah, Brough said.
	 “Powwows, you’re not sup-
posed to do them in the winter 
because you’re supposed to put 
the drums to sleep,” he said. “So 
in the spring, that’s when things 
come alive, that’s when things 
start waking up, plants start wak-
ing up, and so that’s when we’re 
able to do the Pow Wow.”
	 For Miss Native American USU 

Sarah Francom, a junior majoring 
in international studies, the Pow 
Wow also awakens personal tra-
ditions.
	 “I love it. It’s so fun,” she said 
of  the Pow Wow. “We get to go out 
and do a little dance, nothing spe-
cial, but it’s so fun looking at the 
culture and stuff  because this is 
all new to me. My mom has been 
to powwows before, but she never 
took us.”
	 However, Native American 
heritage is not a prerequisite to 
attend the Pow Wow.
	 “Whether you’re Native or 
non-Native, it doesn’t matter,” 

Olea said. “We all come together 
and we celebrate the different cul-
tures and we learn about ourselves 
and we learn about others, and it’s 
just a great experience.”
	 Francom said she is excited to 
represent USU at other powwows 
throughout the year and enjoys 
the unity the events cause.
	 “I think it just brings everyone 
together,” she said. “That’s what’s 
most important about it, coming 
together.”

	 – noelle.johansen@aggiemail.
usu.edu

Twitter: @broelle



Accredit
From Page 1

	 Did anything unusual 
happen to you on your last 
flight?
	 After a plane flight is un-
der way, U.S. Flight Marshal 
Bill Marks (Liam Neeson) 
receives a text from an 
unknown party demanding 
$150 million. Attached is a 
promise that someone will 
die every 20 minutes if the 
demands are not met. It’s 
up to Marks to figure out 
who sent the text. 
	 As people start dying, 
the number of suspects 
decrease, but finding the 
culprit isn’t any easier. The tables are turned 
when it appears the only one taking control 
of the plane is Marks. What’s really going 
on?
	 “Non-Stop” is the latest thriller starring 
Neeson, who teams up again with director 
Jaume Collet-Serra. As this is a mystery, I 
can’t say anything more than what’s been 
said, especially since I didn’t reveal anything 
that wasn’t in the trailer. 
	 This is not “Taken” on a plane. It’s also 
not a remake or spinoff of “Flightplan,” 
another thriller starring Jodie Foster, which I 
recommend as a rental. 
	 While the movie didn’t blow me away, it 
was an interesting portrayal of what trouble 

could occur on a plane 
today. Some of the twists 
may be a bit extreme to 
be believable, but they 
weren’t outside the realm 
of possibilities. It’s been 12 
years since 9/11, and this is 
the first film that addresses 
modern airplane terrorism 
without a historical context. 
	 I liked the close quarters 
of the movie. 98 percent 
of the movie took place 
on the plane, so there are 
limitations on what is pos-
sible, but it’s amazing what 
can happen in a confined 

space. 
	 The movie keeps the audience guessing. 
I thought I had everything figured out, but 
when everyone can be branded a suspect, 
it’s difficult to track down the real criminal. 
It’s not who you think it is.
	 “Non-Stop” is definitely worth watching 
for fans of Neeson, terrorist stories or thrill-
ers, although you don’t have to run out to 
the theater to see it.
	

– Spencer Palmer is a graduate student 
working toward an MBA with a bachelor’s 

in mechanical engineering. Email him at 
spencer.palmer@aggiemail.usu.edu or visit 

his website, themovieknight.wordpress.com.

“Non-Stop” keeps
audience guessing

Spencer Palmer

Film 
critic

Grade:
B-
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The Entrepreneurship Minor 
Prepares You To Start or Run a Business,

No Matter Your Major

huntsman.usu.edu/eminor
Learn more at

It’s the best way to prepare for 
  life after college.

Wonders and Blunders • melissamw89@gmail.com

	 “It will ensure that students at Utah State 
are getting an education in art and design that 
meets national expectations and minimum 
standards,” he said. 
	 The School of Veterinary Medicine has just 
been reviewed by the Council on Education of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association, 
said Ken White, dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Applied Sciences.
	 The School of Veterinary 
Medicine is expecting official 
accreditation by this bold-
ing at their next meeting in 
September 2014, White said.
	 Accreditation means the 
program is a “recognized” 
program by the AVMA for 
licensure upon completion, 
White said.
	 Other departments on cam-
pus have sought the opportu-
nities accreditation can pro-
vide.
	 All of the Huntsman School 
of Business’ programs are 
accredited, said Guy Ballard, 
assessment and accreditation 
specialist for the college. 
	 “The Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business International is con-
sidered the gold standard for 
business education accredita-
tion worldwide,” he said.
	 In addition to all business programs 
being accredited under AACSB, the school’s 
accounting program also has separate AACSB 
Accounting Accreditation. This accredi-
tation is developed specif ically for schools 
with advanced programs in accounting and 
requires a separate, independent application 
and evaluation process, Ballard said. 
	 “According to AACSB, less than one per-
cent of business school’s worldwide hold 
both AACSB Business and Accounting 
Accreditation,” he said. “The school’s business 
program was first accredited with AACSB in 
1972, with accounting programs being sepa-
rately accredited since 1988.”

	 There is an economics program that is a 
social science, non-business program and is 
not included under the umbrella of AACSB 
accreditation, Ballard said. 
	 Accreditation by a national institution 
is required for the Emma Eccles College of 
Education and Human Services by the Utah 
State Off ice of Education, said Francine 
Johnson, assistant dean for the college. It 
allows them to recommend graduates to 
receive teaching licenses and other licenses to 
work in schools.
	 “It also provides the recognition nationwide 
with other states so that they recognize and 

accept our programs when 
our graduates go to graduate 
school out of state or want a 
license out of state,” Johnson 
said.

Several programs at USU 
that are accredited:

College of Engineering accred-
ited by ABET, Inc.
• biological engineering, civil 
engineering, environmental 
engineering, electrical engi-
neering, computer engineer-
ing, mechanical engineering, 
computer science
College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences
• social work
College of Science accredited 
by ABET, Inc.
• industrial hygiene emphasis 
College of Agriculture and 
Applied Science

• bachelor’s and master’s of landscape archi-
tecture, dietetics-coordinated program, didac-
tic program, internship, food science, family 
and consumer sciences education, technology 
and engineering education
agricultural education, aviation technology, 
professional pilot program and maintenance 
management program 
Huntsman School of Business through AACSB
• All business programs

	 For a complete list of accredited programs, 
visit utahstatesman.com.

It will ensure 
that students 
at Utah State 
are getting an 
education in art 
and design that 
meets national 
expectations 
and minimum 
standards.

Chris Terry
CCA associate dean

“

”

– marissa.neeley@aggiemail.usu.edu



	 When the buzzer sounds 
and the clock hits zero on 
Wednesday, that’s it for f ive 
seniors on this years men’s 
basketball team. 
	 Never again will they 
play within the friend-
ly conf ines of the 
Dee Glen Smith 
S p e c t r u m . 
Never again 
w i l l  the 
Hurd assist 
in their pre-
game intro-
ductions, and 
never again will 
they have a crowd of 
thousands profess its 
faith that they will 
win. 
	 W e d n e s d a y ’ s 
game against 
Wyomi ng is 
the f inal home 
game for these 
seniors.
	 “I think it 
will be very 
emot iona l . 
It’s been 
a w e s o m e 
for me, 
and I’ve 
r e a l l y 
loved i t 
a n d I ’ m 

p r e t -
ty sure 

I’ ll be 
p r e t t y 

emotional 
before the 

g a m e and af ter 
the game e s p e c i a l l y,” 
said f ifth-year senior guard 
Preston Medlin. “I’ve just got 
to focus on that game, and 
hopefully we get a win.”
	 Medlin is the only senior 
of the bunch who has been an 
Aggie for his entire collegiate 
career.
	 Guards Tenale Roland and 
Spencer Butterfield and for-
ward Sean Harris all trans-
ferred from junior colleges 
while center Jarred Shaw 
transferred from Oklahoma 
State. However, taking 
in the last game in the 
Spectrum will not be 
an easy task for any 
of the seniors.
	 “I’m sure there 
will be a lot of 
emotion with 
all my family 
here and all of 
the fans. It’s 
been a 

great two years, but at the 
end of the day, I still just 

want to win the game,” 
Butterf ield said. 

“It will be a great 
time, I’m sure we 

will get a great 
turnout here. It 

will be a day 
to kind of 

soak it all 
in and 

th i n k 

a b o u t 
the two 
y e a r s 

I’ve had 
here.”

	

Wednesday 
won’t just be 
a day to enjoy 
the atmosphere 
one last time: 
These seniors 
want to win in 
front of the home 
crowd one last 
time. 
	 “I anticipate it to be a 
good game. I wanna go out 
with a bang. I wanna go out 
with a win,” Shaw 
said. “I want 
t o 

h a v e 
a good game i n 

front of my mom. She hasn’t 
seen me play in maybe three 
years, so I’m looking for-

ward to it.”
	 The Ag g ies 
will be taking on 
Wyoming, a team 
they lost to in 
Laramie by 17 
points a month 
ago. However, 
the Cowboys 
are riding a 
three-game los-
ing streak since 
their leading scor-
er Larry Nance Jr. 
went down with an 
injury.
	 “I think it’s 
going to be 
loud,” Roland 
said. “We’re 
going to be 
ready to 
play, us f ive 
s e n i o r s . 
We’ve just 
got to 
come ready 
to play.” 
	 M e d l i n 
will leave 
U S U 
in the 

school’s 
r e c o r d 

books. He 
c u r r e n t l y 
has 1,341 

c a r e e r 
p o i n t s , 
m a k i n g 
him the 
No. 16 

a l l - t i m e 
leading scorer 

in program his-
tory. Medlin also 

has 209 career 
3-pointers made, 

tied for No. 4 all-
time in school history.

	 “Right now I notice 
it, but it’s kind of 

hard to focus in on 
that because the sea-
son’s still going on,” 
Medlin said. “Once 

the season is over 
and I kind of look 

back on it and 
think of all 
of the play-
ers that have 
been through 
Utah State, I 

mean, it’s been 
a long time that 

Utah State has had 

basketball, and to 
be in the top-20 

of any category, 
especially scor-

ing, is a great 
accomplish-

ment that I 
will cher-

ish for 
the rest 
of my 
life.”

	
T h o u g h 

the other 
p l a y e r s 
may not 
be as high 
on school 
records as 
Medlin, they 

have attained 
other personal 

ach ieveme nt s 
in their careers 

or seasons, 
like Shaw, 

w h o 
l e a d s 

t h e 
t e a m 
i n 

points 

p e r 
game with 
14.5.
	 “I take pride 
in working on my 
offensive game,” 
Shaw said. “When I 
was at Oklahoma State 
I wasn’t much of a scorer, 
so I have kind of embraced 
it and just looking forward 
to putting a lot of points on 
the board.”
	 Butterfield, who has been 
a do-it-all guy for the Aggies, 
also has a lot to be proud 
of this season. He is No. 
1 on the team in 3-point 
f ield goal percentage, 
No. 2 in scoring, No. 
3 in rebounding and 
No. 4 in assists.
	 “I just try to give 
it everything that 
I’ve got every game,” 
Butterf ield said. 
“Whether that 
is scoring 
or pro-
v id -

ing 
a 

d e f e n -
sive stop or a 
big rebound, 
I just try to do 
whatever I can to 

contribute to the team and 
make us successful.”
	 Roland, who may not be the 
f lashiest player on the court, 
has been a steady presence for 
the Aggies, converting on his 
role as true point guard. 
	 “The responsibility that 
I have is to bring the ball 
up, making sure that peo-
ple are where 
they need to 
be, and on 
defense being 
more talkative,” 
Roland said.
	 Harris’ achieve-
ments have not nec-
essarily been seen 
by fans. However, he 
completed his f irst 
healthy season since 
his freshman year in 
junior college. Harris 
tore his ACL two 
years in a row, includ-
ing last season when 
he tore it in preseason 
workouts. 
	 “It feels great. It feels 
great to have my knee 
healthy,” Harris said. “I 
didn’t know if I’d be able 
to play basketball again, 
so to be able to run and 
jump and walk and do 
whatever, that’s some-
t h i n g that I 

d id n’t 
h a v e 
for about 

two years. 
So for me 

it’s just a 
blessing, to 

be able to at 
least practice at 

the Division I level 
is, for me, something 

very special.”
	Though the Aggies’ sea-

son has been one marred 
by a rough transition into 

the Mountain West, they still 
have one regular season game 
and the conference tourna-
ment left. The seniors don’t 
see this season as being over 

yet, and they are going to 
make the most of the games 
remaining.
	 “You can’t die out,” Medlin 
said. “You’ve got to stay 
focused and stay determined. 
I just have to help this team. 
I don’t want to go out as a 
senior losing my last few 
games.”
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DARWIN’S LANDING
A PA R T M E N T S

NOW ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS FOR

 2014-15 SCHOOL YEAR 

THE NEXT EVOLUTION
IN STUDENT HOUSING 

Other locations available including houses 

WALK TO CAMPUS IN ...SECONDS
BALCONY SPACE AVAILABLE 
FULLY FURNISHED 

(ON THE CORNER OF DARWIN AVE. AND AGGIE BLVD.)

Coming late summer 2014     www.MortysCafe.com Daily Specials for students
living in Darwin’s Landing

CONTACT KENT FIELD 
justcallkent@gmail.com

435-757-5368

The Final Countdown
Five Aggie seniors set to play final home game in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum

4By Jeffrey Dahdah
assistant sports editor

Men’s Basketball

– dahdahjm@gmail.com
Twitter:@dahdahUSU



	 After 90 years of protest, the 
Sochi Winter Olympics were 
the first to offer the women’s 
ski jump; however, women can 
only compete in one of the ski 
jump events, the normal hill, 
and cannot compete in large 
hill or the team event like men 
do. Restrictions based on gen-
der stereotypes exist not only 
in Olympic sports, but college 
sports as well.
	 “With women’s lacrosse, 

you can’t check as much,” USU 
lacrosse captain Hali King said. 
“I don’t know who decided you 
can’t check as much. Maybe it 
goes back to older traditions 
and soci-
ety’s view 
of women, 
that they 
were more 
d e l i c a t e 
than men 
and men 
were more rough and tough.”
	 USU lacrosse captain Amy 
Read said as a result, the nature 

of the sport changes.
	 “Playing lacrosse is different 
from the men’s team,” Read said. 
“The point of the sport is dif-
ferent. The guy’s sport is more 

like hockey and 
the girl’s is more 
like basketball. It’s 
more about your 
skill and less about 
your contact.”
	 Llely Duarte, 
a member of the 

USU women’s rugby team, said 
what women have been taught 
is feminine has even prevented 

female athletes from participat-
ing in team sports.
	 “They are taught to be pret-
ty, dainty, polite, soft and kind, 
and rugby is the opposite 
of that,” Duarte said. 
“Rugby shows your 
strong side.”
	 While measures 
like Title IX of 
the Education 
Amendments 
of 1972 are uti-
lized to ensure 
gender equality and destroy 
gender stereotypes, it is at the 

cost of restricting the growth of 
teams that are not of the under-
represented gender.
	 “We are 

not an offi-
cial team,              
so we don’t 
ad ve r t i s e 
our tour-

naments very 
much,” USU men’s 

volleyball play-
er Spencer Aamodt 

said. “There’s some type 
of law that prevents more boys 
sports than girls sports, so we 

have to pay our own way to be on 
the team.”
	 Sexuality and body image also 
play a role in the stereotypes 
for male and female athletes at 
USU, according to USU women’s 
rugby player Asher Puriri.
	 “One guy in my class was like, 
‘You don’t play rugby,’” Puriri 
said. “Like he didn’t even ask 
me but told me, ‘You don’t play 
rugby because you’re not huge.’ 
Then people are like, ‘You’re a 
lesbian,’ and I get stereotyped 
like that all the time, which is so 
negative to both groups.”
	 Puriri said even the number 
of those who attend sporting 
events is influenced by the rep-
resented gender.
	 “Guy sports have more fans 
than girl sports,” Puriri said. “I 
think if people came and saw 
what we did, we would get so 
much more respect, and it would 
be different.”
	 However, progress is being 
made in sports like women’s 
lacrosse to provide female ath-
letes with the same regulations 
as male athletes.
	 “It has changed a lot since I 
have come to college,” Read said. 
“Girls are more aggressive and 
are allowed to wear helmets and 
more padding, just as long as it’s 
safe.”
	 Madeline Jensen, a member 
of the USU women’s rugby team, 
said some people believe playing 
team sports is a positive thing 
for women.
	 “When we tell people we 
play rugby, they’re like, ‘You’re 
badass,’” Jensen said. “People see 
our bruises and are like, ‘You 
tackle? That’s awesome.’”

CampusNews Tuesday, March 4, 2014Page 9

Showing the strong side: gender stereotypes at USU
4By Katherine Larsen

staff writer

– katherine.l.larsen@gmail.com
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600 USU head coach 
Stew Morrill won 
his 600th career game on 
Saturday against San Jose 
State. 
	 All of Morrill’s wins were 
at the Division I level. Morrill 
became the 41st college bas-
ketball coach to reach this 
milestone and the 14th active 
coach. Morrill has won 382 
games with USU, a school 
record, and the other games 
were won with Montana, 
where he won 97 games, and 
Colorado State, where he 
won 121. 
	 “I really don’t know what 
to think about it,” Morrill said. 
“Once you’ve been around 
a long time and had some 
good teams and some great 
kids, I’m sure at one point I’ll 
reflect on it kind of like you 
do on a milestone birthday, 
and I’m sure once I get a little 
bit of time I’ll reflect on it a 
little bit.”
	 Morrill has been a head 
coach since 1986 and a coach 
at USU since 1998.

Kylee Larsen photo



	 The Utah State football team 
will begin their spring practic-
es on Tuesday. The team has a 
limited amount of practices allot-
ted for the spring session by the 
NCAA and it will use three of 
them, then take the week off for 
spring break, then resume prac-
tices. 
	 Renovation plans for Romney 
Stadium were announced on 
Friday by Scott Barnes, Utah 
State’s director of Athletics. The 
announcement came after the 
approval of the USU Board of 
Trustees.

	 The renovations focus on 
improving fan experience, 
according to a press release by 
USU media relations. They 
include improvements to the 
west concourse that including 
new concessions and restrooms. 
The east side of the stadium will 
also see those inclusions with the 
addition of enhanced traffic flow. 
A new press box will be added 
on the west side of the stadium 
that will include suites and lodge 
boxes. A new public address sys-
tem is also expected to be added 
along with video boards on the 
north and south sides of the stadi-
um.
	 The approval of the plans rep-

resents the first step for the ren-
ovations, and now Athletics can 
start laying out a funding model 
for the project.
	 “Our objective is to formal-
ize our revenue model to bet-
ter understand the scope of the 
project we can fund,” said Barnes 
on Friday. “Ultimately, I see two 
phases, and we need to answer 
the question of what potential 
funding might buy in phase one, 
in addition to new premium seat-
ing, club amenities and a press 
box structure, and how soon can 
we get started on design.”
	 Expanded seating capacity is 
also expected to be part of the 
renovations. The current seating 

capacity is at 25,513 people. 
	 The new renovation plans come 
in light of two of the schools most 
successful seasons in football. 
The team finished in the AP Top-
25 in 2012 with two losses, and 
the team went to the inaugural 
Mountain West championship 
game last season. The program 
has gone to three-straight bowl 
games and has won consecutive 
bowl games for the first time in 
its history. It also made the transi-
tion to the larger Mountain West 
Conference last season from the 
Western Athletic Conference.
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Football

Romney Stadium set to undergo face-lift

– dahdahjm@gmail.com
Twitter: @dahdahusu

	 Did somebody say March 
Madness?
	 Fans at South Carolina, 
Virginia and Oklahoma State 
did what fans never should do, 
storming the court after a big 
win, putting themselves, players 
and coaches in danger. Kentucky 
coach John Calipari went out of 
his mind, took two technical fouls 
and was ejected from a game at 
South Carolina. Veteran referee 
Ted Valentine embarrassed him-
self and his profession by going 
out of his way to provoke a con-
frontation with Cincinnati coach 
Mick Cronin in a game against 
Connecticut.
	 All of it happened Saturday, 
March 1.
	 Makes you wonder what the rest 
of the month will bring, doesn’t it?
Actually, it’s not really funny.
It’s frightening, even dangerous.
The craziness in college basketball 

has been going on all season. 	
	 Connecticut coach Kevin Ollie 
was thrown out of a game against 
Louisville for getting two techni-
cal fouls after leaving the coaching 
box to argue a call. That was noth-
ing compared to what Syracuse 

coach Jim Boeheim did late in a 
game at Duke. He went berserk 
after a charge call went against 
his team, ran on the floor like a 
madman, took two technicals and 
was tossed. Boeheim is lucky he’s 
Boeheim – a Hall of Famer and 
the second-winningest coach in 
major-college basketball history 
– and can get away with just about 
anything. He should have been 

suspended by the ACC, his actions 
were so over-the-top.
	 Cronin mentioned the double 
standard that exists for coaches 
with referees after Cincinnati’s 
51-45 loss to Connecticut. 
Valentine escalated the argument 
with Cronin on Saturday by jump-
ing in Cronin’s face. “Nobody gets 
in Jim Boeheim’s face or (Duke 
coach) Mike Krzyzewski’s face,” 
Cronin said.
	 Valentine’s actions were offici-
ating at its worst. Good officials 
know when to walk away from 
an argument or to call a techni-
cal foul. They never should be the 
aggressor.
	 “He got in my face, I didn’t get 
in his face,” Cronin said. “Am I 
allowed to ‘T’ him? That’s what I 
asked him.”
	 If coaches and players are going 
to be disciplined, why not a refer-
ee? Valentine should be suspend-
ed.
	 Oklahoma State star Marcus 
Smart knows all about punish-
ment. He was suspended for three 

games after pushing a heckling 
fan near the end of a loss at Texas 
Tech. The guy Smart shoved was 
a grown man – a real jerk – but 
that’s beside the point. Players 

have no business under any cir-
cumstances going into the stands. 
The results can be horrific. Go to 
YouTube and type in “Malice at 
the Palace” for more proof.
	 But fans also have no right to 
rush the court, no matter how 
big the win. They don’t belong 
in any playing area at any time 

and can’t be protected there. You 
even can argue they deserve what 
they get when they go on the court 
or field. Who felt sorry for the 
Cleveland Browns fan who went 
on the field at Cleveland Stadium 
and was bodyslammed by Steelers 
linebacker James Harrison?
	 There was an ugly incident 
Thursday night after Utah Valley 
fans rushed the court after a 66-61 
overtime win against New Mexico 
State. The chaos began when New 
Mexico State player K.C. Ross-
Miller threw the ball at Utah 
Valley’s Holton Hunsaker as the 
game ended. Miller was suspend-
ed – justifiably – for two games by 
the Western Athletic Conference. 
But just because a player was 
wrong doesn’t mean it was right 
for the fans to be on the floor. At 
least one punch was thrown by a 
New Mexico State player in the 
subsequent melee. Someone could 
have been seriously hurt.
	 Krzyzewski warned about the 
dangers of this sort of thing a few 
years ago.

	 “It’s not all fun and games when 
people are rushing the court, espe-
cially for the team that lost. The 
potential is there all the time for 
a fan to just go up to you and 
say, ‘Coach, you’re a (expletive),’ 
or push you or hit you. And what 
do you do? What if you did some-
thing?”
	 The Southeastern Conference 
gets it. It’s at least trying to stop 
fans from going on the court by 
fining the home school when it 
happens. The first offense is 
$5,000, the second $25,000 and 
the third $50,000. You can bet 
South Carolina will be fined for 
its fans being on the court after its 
72-67 win against Kentucky.
	 It is possible for schools to con-
trol their crowd.
	 The atmosphere at Pitt’s 
Petersen Events Center usually 
is electric and raucous, but when 
is the last time you saw the fans 
storm the court?
	 Pitt has won big and won often 
for more than a decade.
	 It also has won with class.

Cook: March Madness starts early for some
4By Ron Cook

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

4By Jeffrey Dahdah
assistant sports editor
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Put your money where 
your ideals are

To the editor:

	 I have been hearing more and more 
discussion about a minimum wage hike on 
a national level. I feel I need to speak up 
about this in a way that is relevant locally. 
I have worked for Smith’s Food and Drug 
for several years while going to school. I am 
a produce clerk, and I am a nobody in the 
company. Smith’s pays their employees very 
well. Starting pay in my department is $8.50 
and it tops out at about $15 an hour after 
several years of work with regular raises. $15 
an hour for a produce clerk after years of 
work is significantly more than every other 
grocery store, and more than double mini-
mum wage.
	 I am tired of seeing people complain 
about poor working conditions and poor 
pay, and then buy their groceries at Wal-
Mart. If you are making noise about min-
imum wage but don’t buy your groceries 
at Smith’s, shut up about it. You want the 
government to force businesses to do some-
thing you aren’t willing to do yourself, name-
ly, pay a little bit more. I will be the first to say 
that Smith’s cannot beat Wal-Mart in price, 
but in customer service and quality and car-
ing for employees, it is no contest. So if this is 
an issue you care about, vote with your feet 
and with your dollars.
	 Shop at businesses that support your ide-
als.

– Andrew Munguia 

Religious freedom is not 
denial of secularism

To the editor:

	 In response to the article about religious 
freedom, I must say that I agree religious 
freedom is a very important right. However, 
I just wanted to make sure the term “reli-
gious freedom” wasn’t being misconstrued 
with the idea that religion can or should 
overtake secularism — separation of church 
and state — and the humanist policies based 
on scientific evidence that are integral to it.

	 Because freedom of religion allows peo-
ple to worship and believe how they choose, 
this can and does lead to people worship-
ing and believing in all sorts of inhumane 
things. This is why secularism is so crucial. 
Secularism overrides the inhumane things 
of religions. For example, it creates laws that 
protect against animal sacrifice, denying 
your child medical treatment and persecut-
ing someone because they have differing 
beliefs.
	 What the founding fathers of the United 
States, like Jefferson, meant by “separation 
of church and state” is that people can be 
a member of a religion and/or hold their 
personal religious views. However, the orga-
nized religion and/or personal views should 
not dictate public policy. This is especially 
pertinent to the U.S. at present as some 
lawmakers want to deny LGBT marriage 
on the basis that it does not fit “traditional 
marriage” as stipulated by the Bible, a reli-
gious text. Now I do not support a secular 
government — like Stalinist Russia — that 
prevents freedom of religion any more than 
I support a religious government doing the 
same thing. However, in order to prevent 
that from happening in the United States, all 
public policy must be based on sound scien-
tific humanist policies and not on religious 
beliefs.

– Muriel McGregor
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	 During my junior year of high 
school, which saw abnormally 
capricious spring weather, the 
cheeky hallway wisdom was 
that weather forecasting was 
the only industry in which you 
could be wrong 60 percent of 
the time and still keep your job. 
	 I’d like to put another indus-
try in that category: predicting 
foreign affairs. 
	 The parallel between the 
weather industry and foreign 
affairs carries quite well. Weath-
er forecasting, which involves 
understanding complex cor-
relation between countless at-
mospheric and geological fac-
tors in order to predict weather 
patterns, isn’t an easy job. Nei-
ther is predicting foreign affairs, 
wherein analysts try to under-
stand the way the world works 
and anticipate how people will 
act and interact, from the supra-
national level down to the state 
and even individual levels.
	 Both industries are based on 
some science and lots of histo-
ry; observing what’s happened 
in the past under similar circum-
stances and using past patterns 
to predict probable future out-
comes — whether that predic-
tion deals with the trajectory 
of a developing hurricane or 
a brewing war between Russia and Ukraine. In 
both industries, analysts are susceptible to being 
flat-out wrong, despite their best predictive ef-
forts. 
	 We tend to harshly blame analysts in both 
fields when their forecasting of future events is 
less than stellar, whether that entails predicting 
when we’ll finally get a good powder day at Bea-
ver or whether Putin’s aggression in Crimea will 
reignite the Cold War. But in reality, the systems 
these experts are analyzing are so complex and 
unpredictable that sometimes predicting future 
developments is all but impossible. 
	 So how can foreign affairs experts do the best 
with what they have? I’ll leave weather forecast-
ing to our resident meteorologists. There are 
three ways that foreign affairs experts — and we 
as Americans in general — can improve our un-
derstanding and prediction of foreign affairs.
	 First, we need to understand history. Which 
modern events have precedents in world his-
tory? For example, Russia’s military aggression 
in Crimea since last Friday bears strong resem-
blance to Russia’s 2008 incursion into Georgia 
— the country, not the peach-loving state, folks. 
It also carries more than a few overtones of the 
Cold War, where aggressions between the Unit-
ed States and the Soviet Union were indirectly 
played out on third-party land like Korea and 
Vietnam. Knowing the past doesn’t give us a per-
fect roadmap for the predicting the future, but it 
does help us make much more informed guess-
es. 
	 Second, we need to understand culture. This 

goes beyond appreciating the 
artistic nuances of the Bolshoi 
Ballet. Rather, it means un-
derstanding what makes the 
people of another nation tick 
— what deep-set norms and 
values influence the way they 
think and operate. We have a 
blinding tendency to assume 
American values are univer-
sal. For example, because we 
view the Ukrainian people as 
being under attack by Putin’s 
Russia, we assume their worst 
fate would be falling under 
Russian control. Yet a closer 
examination reveals a sizable 
minority of Ukrainians actually 
identify themselves as ethnic 
Russians, and a proportion of 
those might actually favor se-
ceding from Ukraine and being 
annexed by Russia. There’s no 
way we can accurately gauge 
how foreign affairs crises will 
play out if we’re operating 
from a completely inaccurate 
point of view. 
	 Finally, we need to understand 
what we do not know. That 
isn’t a paradox: It is absolutely 
critical that we recognize there 
are bits of information — rang-
ing from Putin’s inner thoughts 
to the intensity of secessionist 
sentiment in eastern Ukraine — 

that we simply do not, and can-
not, know. Frustrating as it is to acknowledge the 
perpetual incompleteness of our understanding, 
it is our only protection against falling prey to our 
own hubris and shortsightedness. 

– Briana is a political science major in her last 
semester at USU. She is an avid road cyclist and a 
2013 Truman Scholar. Proudest accomplishment: 
True Aggie. Reach Briana at b.bowen@aggiemail.

usu.edu.

Ukraine/Russia 
crisis highlights 
complex nature 
of foreign affairs

It is absolutely 
critical that we 
recognize that 
there are bits 
of information 
that we simply 
do not, and 
cannot, know.
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•  �All letters may be shortened, 
edited or rejected for reasons 
of good taste, redundancy or 
volume of similar letters.

•  �No anonymous letters will be 
published. Writers must sign 
all letters and include a phone 
number or email address as 
well as a student identification 

number (none of which is pub-
lished). Letters will not be print-
ed without this verification.

•  �Letters can be hand delivered 
or mailed to The Statesman in 
the TSC, Room 311, or can be 
emailed to: 

	 statesmaneditor@
	 aggiemail.usu.edu.
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Danielle Manley
Eric Jungblut
Mariah Noble
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Curtis Lundstrom
Jeff Dahdah
Mikayla Kapp
Meghann Nixon
Noelle Johansen

Editor-in-Chief:
Tavin Stucki

	 Opinions on this page (columns, 
letters) unless otherwise identified 
are not from Utah Statesman staff, 
but from a wide variety of mem-
bers of the campus community 
who have strong opinions, just like 
you. This is an open forum. Want 
to write something? Contact: 
	 statesmaneditor@
	 aggiemail.usu.edu.

T
he

 s
ta

ff

Haslam Comic • marcus.haslam@aggiemail.usu.edu All But Dead • abdcomics.com

The Deep End • Tyson Cole 

www.
utah
statesman
.com

www.
utah

statesman
.com

Forum letters



theBackBurnerTuesday, March 4, 2014 Page 10

Josh Nielsen, a senior majoring in Aviation 
was caught reading the elections results 
in the news section. “I wasn’t voting for 
anyone in particular, but I was interested in 
how many votes people got.”

•	 Spring Book Sale, Merrill-Cazier Library
•	 Building a Better Brain, 10-11 a.m., TSC
•	 Thoughts-feelings-behavior, 3-4 p.m., TSC 

310B
•	 “Half the Sky” film screening, 4:30 p.m., 

TSC Auditorium
•	 Wassermann 2014: Daniil Trifonov and Ser-

gei Babayan, 7:30 p.m., Performance Hall
•	 Autism Spectrum Disorders Support Group, 

7-9 p.m., OPTIONS, 106 E. 1120 North

March 6
•	 Spring Book Sale, Merrill-Cazier Library
•	 Bake sale for charity, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., out-

side business building and BNR
•	 Mindfulness workshop, 10:30-12 p.m., TSC 

310B
•	 Financial Planning for Women, 11:30 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m., 336
•	 John Suiter Gallery Talk, 12-1 p.m., Nora 

Eccles Harrison Museum of Art

March 5
•	 Bake sale for charity, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., out-

side business building and BNR
•	 Taste test on milk, noon to 5 p.m., Nutrition, 

Dietetics and Food Sciences building 209
•	 CWG Achievement Awards, 6 p.m., TSC 

Ballroom
•	 Suicide Prevention and Survivors Support 

Group, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 106 E. 1120 North, 
Logan

March 4

49/32
Tuesday 

Rain

55/41
Wednesday

Partly cloudy

52/37
Thursday

Chance of rain

47/31
Friday

Rain

53/35
Saturday

Clear

Across
1 McCarthy’s dummy 

friend
6 Baltic, e.g.
9 Cougar
13 Canadian dollar 

coin nickname
14 “I threw away my 

golf shoes when I 
got a hole in one” 
e.g.

15 Computer operat-
ing system

16 “Blackadder” net-
work

17 Hosp. heart exam
18 Medicinal dose
19 Cutie pie
20 Impressionist 

whom Mel Blanc 
labeled “The Man 
of a Thousand 
Voices”

23 Baltic feeder
25 “... a __ / By any 

other name ...”
26 Head honcho
30 Tolkien’s talking 

trees
33 Equal: Pref.
34 “The Mod Squad” 

cop
35 Show shame, per-

haps
37 Smudge
39 ‘60s jacket style
41 UFO-tracking org.
42 Unsavory sort
44 Respectful address
46 From, in some 

European names
47 Star witnesses?
48 Driving with aban-

don
50 Hispaniola, por 

ejemplo
52 Poet __ St. Vincent 

Millay
53 Borzois, e.g.
57 Gratify
61 Put out
62 Low numero
63 Prominent Ore. 

peak
65 Wither in the sun
66 Porter’s “__ 

De-Lovely”
67 B beater
68 Raised
69 Look at
70 Super Bowl XLVII 

player

Down
1 Area below 

Greenwich 
Village

2 Sleigh ride song
3 As a whole
4 Kid
5 Making pro-

nouncements
6 A writer may work 

on it
7 Trick-taking card 

game
8 Prefix meaning 

“English”
9 Portable shelters
10 Curriculum part
11 Grain grinder
12 Rod in a hot rod
13 Letters on some 

Brit. letterheads
21 Dancer Castle
22 Oracle’s opening
24 UPS competitor
26 Lettuce variety
27 Imam’s faith
28 Fondue choice
29 Knucklehead
31 “Three Coins ...” 

fountain
32 Resolute about

35 Reserve soldier
36 Minor dent
38 Put a bad present 

to good use
40 Like daisies
43 Lillian of the silver 

screen
45 Musical key abbr.
48 Smart-looking

49 Enter quickly
51 Character in 

“Donald’s 
Nephews” 

53 5’7” Spud who 
won the ‘86 NBA 
Slam Dunk contest

54 “Rubáiyát” poet
55 Enjoy

56 Bouquet
58 Top-of-the-line
59 Visit with a guide
60 Money mgrs.?
64 Texter’s “I didn’t 

need to know 
that!”

online.usu.edu/flex

FLEXIBLE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

Also, check out the other 350+ standard online courses 
available each semester.

Begins March 3

7-WEEK SEMESTER COURSES 

Get Caught Reading 
Win a $50 gift card
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