Utah State University

Digital Commons@USU

Undergraduate Honors Capstone Projects Honors Program

5-2005

Orson B. Adams Farmstead Existing Conditions Survey

Mandie Zollinger
Utah State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honors

6‘ Part of the Historic Preservation and Conservation Commons, and the Landscape Architecture

Commons

Recommended Citation

Zollinger, Mandie, "Orson B. Adams Farmstead Existing Conditions Survey" (2005). Undergraduate Honors
Capstone Projects. 827.

https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honors/827

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by
the Honors Program at DigitalCommons@USU. It has

been accepted for inclusion in Undergraduate Honors /[x\

Capstone Projects by an authorized administrator of /\

DigitalCommons@USU. For more information, please (l .()Al UtahStateUniversity
contact digitalcommons@usu.edu. /rg;m MERRILL-CAZIER LIBRARY


https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honors
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honorsp
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honors?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fhonors%2F827&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/781?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fhonors%2F827&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/779?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fhonors%2F827&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/779?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fhonors%2F827&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honors/827?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fhonors%2F827&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@usu.edu
http://library.usu.edu/
http://library.usu.edu/

ORSON B. ADAMS FARMSTEAD
EXISTING CONDITIONS SURVEY

by

Mandie Zollinger

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree

of

DEPARTMENT HONORS
in

Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning

Approved:
Thesis/Project Advisor Department Honors Advisor
Michael Timmons Michael Timmons

Director of Honors Program

Dr. David Lancy

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
Logan, UT

2005






TABLE OF CONTENTS

List 0f FiUres ........c.cocoooiiiimiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeceee et
Project OVerview ...........c.coooooiiioiiiiiciiccce et
Existing Conditions ...............cococoviniiiniiiiiiecceee e

I. Orson Adams Site (Areal) .............ccoovevviiiiiiieeicee,
a. Existing Conditions Narrative.............ccocovvievevveeverenenn.

b. Landscape Features ..........cocovveeirueeererieereeeiveeeeeene,

1. Spatial Organization..........c..cccceceeverierereererennnenn.

Land USe .....coeceeeiiviieieireieeeeeeeee e

Topography .....cccoceveieviieeeeeeeeeecee,

Vegetation ......cccccvvevenieieieicrcceeeeeee e
Circulation........ccccecvveveceeceeieeceeeceee e

NI e NV R VO
2
a
=

I1. Adjacent BLM Property (Areas 2-5)..........ccocvvvvviinennnn.
a. Existing Conditions Narrative.............ccccocvvveevvieevenenenn..

b. Landscape Features .........c.coooeveveveeuicrereeeiceieeieeeeceene.

1. Spatial Organization...........cccceeeeerieierierereennenene.

Land USE .....cocvevveverieieeecieeeeeceeeee e
Topography .......cocevveieiiiiieeieceeeeeee
VEGEtation .......cocvvveeieieniiiieeiercieeceeeee e
Circulation........cocovevveieeeeecieeeeee e

PN R LD

HI.  APPendices..........ccccoooiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeeeee e
a. References......ccovviiriiiiiieicccececeeee e
b. Site Layout Map.......ccccceeueeveieeecririeceeceeeeeeeeee e
c. Existing Conditions Map...........ccoevveeeeeieriieiveeiveceenn

Orson B. Adams Farmstead Existing Conditions Survey

Buildings and Structures ...........c.ccooveeveeveenieneanen.

Small-scale Elements ...........ccccoceevvvevueereeenennnn.

. Views and ViStas........ccoocevoveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeenns

C. Dates of Site VISItS....cocveiveeiieiiiieiceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

........................
........................
........................

Buildings and Structures ...........ccocevveveevivennne.
Small-scale Elements ........c.coceeeevemveeneeeeeeerennnn.
9. Views and Vistas........cocoeeieeviiveveeeeeereeereenn,
LO.OtheT ..o

........................

........................

........................

........................




LIST OF FIGURES

I. PROJECT OVERVIEW

1.1 Project Area DIVISIONS .....ccoceiieiieevieerenreeriierieeiesseesesssesesessesssessessessnenes

Il. ORSON ADAMS SITE (AREA 1)

2.1 Lower NOrth Field........ooooouiiiiiiiiiiiiie et sneaenae
2.2 PEPPET TIEES..cuiitiii ettt ettt
2.3 Dead Cottonwood TIEE ....eviiviiiieiiieeieeee ettt eerveesevesesanesene
2.4 Trrigation DItCh.....ccuieiieiiiicieeeeeeeeeeece et ere s
2.5 Metal FIUME ..ooiieiiieeeeeeeeeeee ettt sas s ee e
2.6 Irrigation FUITOWS .....ccooiieieiiieieiceeete ettt
2.7 QUAILCIEEK ..ottt ettt e eae et et re e e
2.8  Sketch of Terrace WallS ......oooviiiiiiiiiieiiieieceeeeeeeeee e
2.9  Sketch of Terrace TranseCt........coeovvieviiiiiiiiiieeieeeieeeeeeee e
2.10 Rock Retaining Wall.......c.ccooiriiiiiieiiineiesiceeeee et
2.11 Sketch of Rock Retaining Wall........ccccoveviiieiiiiiiiciece e
2,12 MEtal SCIEWS ..ottt ettt e e s v e s re e se s sneeenes
2.13 Historic Photo of Adams HOmME .......ocovviiieviiiiieiiieieceieeeeeeeeeeeeeeene
2.14  Orson Adams HOmME ........oovueviiiieiiiiiiieceeeieeeeeeeeeee et vae e s saneee s

3.1 McMullin HOME ....ovveeiiiiieiiciieeceeeee et
3.2 Movie Set REMNANLS ....ccceoeiiiiiiiiieieeieeicieeeee e eeees
3.3 Dwelling Remnants.........ccocvoveeieeiiiiienieie ettt
3.4  Fireplace in DWelLlINg .....cccocivieiiiieiiricieceeesee e
3.5 ROCK CallMu.uceiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeee sttt

Orson B. Adams Farmstead Existing Conditions Survey







I. EXISTING CONDITIONS - ORSON ADAMS SITE (AREA 1)
A. Existing Conditions Narrative

To assist in describing the area, it has been divided into four areas of key landscape
features: the lower north field, the lower south field, terraces, and the upper field
(See Appendix B, Site Layout map). The site has been uninhabited since 1947,
giving room for native and invasive species to move into each of the four areas. The
lower north field and the lower south field are at a lower elevation than the Orson
Adam’s house and currently show the greatest amount of disturbance by invasive
plant species. There exists a serene landscape character causing a viewer to reflect on
the history that exists in this landscape.

Because the site has been unoccupied for over 50 years, the only outside influences
that have impacted its current condition are the weather and vandalism. Remains of
glass bottles, tin cans, fence posts, and barbed wire can be found throughout the site,
giving testament to former occupation.

B. Landscape Features
1. Spatial Organization

The Orson Adam’s property occupies a bench and adjacent bottom-lands of Quail
Creek. The home itself is on the bluff, where it overlooks the rest of the
farmstead and the former town-site of Harrisburg beyond. Silver Reef lies to the
northeast, with the Red Cliffs running east-west to the north of the site, and a low
ridge defines the west edge of the property.

The home is located near the northern end of the bench, which enlarges as it
extends to the south to form the upper field. This relatively flat field slopes gently
from west to east. There is a small rise on the west edge of the field where the
irrigation ditch that once watered the field runs. The east side of the field is
supported by a rock retaining wall running along the top of the bluff. The west
side is defined by a freestanding rock wall, the road beyond it, and a steeply rising
ridge on the west side of the road. The north and south sides are unbounded.

Below the upper field, and separated from it by the retaining wall and bench, is
the lower south field. It is further defined by Cottonwood trees along Quail Creek
on the east side. This gives the field an enclosed sense of space visually detached
from the rest of the Adams property.

Below the northwest end of the main terrace landform, immediately behind the
house, the slope has been terraced with six parallel stone retaining walls, forming
an edge stepping down to the lower north field. These five man-made terraces
generally run northwest-southeast along the slope.
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The lower north field at the bottom of the terraces is relatively flat, sloping gently
toward Quail Creek along its eastern side. The east side of the field adjacent to
the bank of Quail Creek is partially built-up by a short rock retaining wall and is
fully lined by Cottonwood trees. These landscape features provide a sense of
enclosure while open to the sky. This field has access to a trail that goes up to the
area behind the Adams house along with access along the creek to the lower south
field.

2. Land Use

The property was originally used as a farm with a variety of crops, fruit trees, and
animals. Information has been combined from various sources to best describe
the practices of the time that both Orson Adams and William Emett occupied the
land. Both owners farmed the land, growing a variety of crops. Vaunda Emett,
William’s daughter-in-law, remembers that Williams had grown melons,
cantaloupe, and grapes, and sold them at a fruit stand next to the highway.

The lower north field is believed to have been an agricultural field, though it is
possible that it may have been used as a pasture for animals. According to Vernon
Parent, the Utah State University (USU) Agriculture Extension Agent for
Washington County, this field was probably the forage crop for animals because
of its orientation with Quail Creek, a higher water table, the gradual slope toward
the creek, and access to the lower south field. Agriculture also causes a high
degree of disturbance to a landscape, supported by the existence of invasive plant
species in this field.

The lower south field is where Parent believes the cattle, horses, or other animals
were kept. The animals may have been moved to and from the upper bench by
the track cut on the slope east of the house. There is not as much evidence of
disturbance with invasive plant species as there is in the lower north field, so it
may have been in use more recently as there has not been time for species to
invade.

According to Idonna Emett, daughter of William Emett, grapes were grown both
in the terraces and in the area south of the house. The terraces are now filled with
soil and are devoid of vegetation, other than invasive forbs and grasses.

The upper field was an agricultural field that may have grown different crops
during the different ownership periods. Idonna mentioned that William Emett
practiced crop rotation in this area. This field is presently covered with invasive
grasses and forbs.

3. Topography

The lower north field and lower south fields are generally flat lending themselves
to agricultural purposes. Both slope gently toward Quail Creek. The lower north













Figure 2.6 — Irrication Furrows Fisure 2.7 - Onail Creek

Quail Creek may be the most important feature of the site, as it is the reason that it
stayed occupied for so long (see Figure 2.7). Heavy rainfall has recently caused
the creek to change its course in a few places and rising water levels have also
impacted the plant community. There is evidence of two dry creek beds and
undercut banks showing how the creek has evolved over the years. This season
(2005) brought a 100-year flood to Washington County, so the recent changes in
the creek may be some of the most dramatic since Orson Adams time.

7. Buildings and Structures

The Orson Adams home is the only standing structure on the site and is currently
undergoing restoration. The home was built at the top of a bluff overlooking
Quail Creek, the town of Harrisburg, the Red Cliffs, and Silver Reef. Vandalism
of the home is apparent by graffiti covering the inside walls. Pieces of wood
shingles and tin can lids formerly used as roof flashing and patching are scattered
throughout the site. A detailed account of the home can be found in the Historic
Structure Condition Assessment, by S. Kardas and E. Larrabee.

Footing remains have been found for a small building in front of the house along
with evidence of an outhouse behind the house.

The terrace walls are between two and three feet tall, one foot thick, are spaced
about six feet apart, and run a length of about 260°. Figures 2.8 and 2.9 show
detailed sketches of the terrace walls.
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C. Dates of Site Visits

February 25-26, 2005
March 13-19, 2005

D. Is National Register or National Historic Landmark documentation completed? Y
or N; If yes, describe the criterion the landscape meets

No.
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Various rock alignments exist throughout the site, delineating possible property
boundaries.

The remains of the old movie set are in the middle of this area, with the entrance
of the “city” oriented to the southwest. A significant amount of rubble from the
set can be found on the other side of the rock wall behind the set, running
southeast to northwest.

The rock cairns, mining entrances, and the fort are all found along the top ridge of
Silver Reef. Views from these points overlook all of old Harrisburg to the south.

2. Land Use

The land is currently unused, though many people can be found walking around
the area and there is evidence of ATV use and horse riding. Most of the land was
used as agricultural fields and is now covered with native and invasive plant
species.

3. Topography

Silver Reef is the highest feature in the area to the point where it meets Quail
Creek and ends. The creek in the middle runs through a culvert which gets larger
as it nears Quail Creek.

4. Vegetation

There is a minimal amount of vegetation in the area, with most of it around the
creek, near the springs at the base of Silver Reef, and in the southern area where
there was greater agricultural disturbance.

The riparian corridor along Quail Creek borders the west side of Areas 4 and 5.
See Feature 4 of the previous section for more information on this riparian
corridor. There is also a significant amount of riparian vegetation around the
springs and seepage at the base of Silver Reef. The plants appear to be fairly
young, but more research is needed on the species of vegetation currently
inhabiting this area and the rest of the site.

5. Circulation

Circulation through the landscape is by pedestrians; no vehicles are currently
allowed on the property. The main path is a two track dirt road that runs north-
south through the center of the property. This follows the path of an original road
according to the Harrisburg plat (Washington County Recorders Office). This
road now goes past the movie set ruins and turns northeast before disappearing.
Two roads break off from this one, one to northeast and one southwest. Neither
of them ends at a specific location. There are also a few footpaths or trails, most
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likely created within the last 50 years. None of these routes form networks or
systems. See Appendix C for an Existing Conditions map including these routes.

6. Water

Quail Creek is the most significant source of water on the site. The water table
varies according to the season, carrying the most water during spring runoff and
during times of high precipitation.

The second largest source of water is an ephemeral creek running through Areas 4
and 6 in a northeast to southwest direction, merging with Quail Creek at the
southwest corner of the property. Condition of this creek varies according to the
season.

There is a natural spring and seepage at the base of Silver Reef. It runs just over
200 feet before disappearing into the ground. Condition of this spring year-round
is unknown.

Harrisburg ditch can be followed to its source on Leeds Creek, but it no longer
carries water. There is also evidence of other smaller ditches that have been
abandoned for many years. The soil in the northern half of the area is finer and,
therefore, many temporary streams or depressions can be found here during
periods of heavy rainfall.

7. Buildings and Structures

The McMullin house may be the most visited feature on the property. As
mentioned earlier, part of the south wall is still standing along with the remains of
a smokehouse and perimeter walls. The structure is not in good condition and it is
recommended that efforts be made to preserve it.

The movie set consists mostly of rubble
with one corner wall remaining (See
Figure 3.2, upper right). The walls were
made of stucco and chicken wire to create
a set resembling a Spanish mission. Most
of the rubble is featureless, except for a
concrete curbing and walls of a Spanish
style fountain in the center (See Figure
3.2, left center). Existence of the movie
set on the site is said to have increased the
property value as “improved land” and the
owner, not wanting to pay the increased
taxes, encouraged people to ruin the movie
set so the property value would decrease. Figure 3.2 - Movie Set Remains
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Varying sizes of petrified wood can be easily found on the site, characteristic of
the area’s geology.

C. Dates of Site Visits

February 25-26, 2005
March 13-19, 2005

D. Is National Register or National Historic Landmark documentation completed? Y
or N; If yes, describe the criterion the landscape meets

No.
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