Socioenvironmental factors and
the birthplace effect: An
exploration of community “sweet

spots” 1n elite level basketball
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The Birthplace Effect

R Contextual factors such as one’s birthplace can indirectly influence talent
development in Sport (MacDonald & Baker, 2013)
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The Birthplace Effect

R Vierimaa, Hancock, and Budziszewski (2018)

& Investigated city size and population density in United States collegiate/professional

basketball

®  City Size: 250,000-999,999 inhabitants :
&R  Population Density: 1,000-4,999 inhabitants/ km?
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Socio-Environmental Factors

R Previous research has investigated social and environmental factors’ that
impact sport participation:

&R Socloeconomic status (White & McTeer, 2012)

R Temperature (Cappaert et al., 2008; Coris, Ramirez, & Va
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Purpose

R To explore influential socio-environmental factors of
identified “sweet spot” cities
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Method: Data Collection

R City size and density data was obtained from Vierimaa
and colleagues (2018) study to identify “sweet spot”
cities

&®  City Size: 250,000-999,999 inhabitants

&  Population Density: 1,000-4,999 inhabitants/ km?

Socio-environmental factors
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Method: Data Analysis

® Over 100 cities fell within the density/size “sweet spot”

R 16 cities were randomly selected based upon an extreme over-
representation

R Example City: Charlotte, NC (n =7 3)/@~

16 cities were used as a comparison g
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Method: Data Analysis

R Socio-environmental factors:

® Median household income

R
R
R

Number of YMCA and organized recreation leagues

Proximity of professional/collegiate basketball
Weather

rograms
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Results

® YMCA and recreational leagues were significantly higher in over-
represented cities: (#31) = 8.86, p < .001, d = 1.97)

R The representation of collegiate or professmnal teams in the over-

represented were significantly higher than those |

represented: (/(31) = 5.53, p < .001, d
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Discussion

R Data suggests that over-represented “sweet spot” cities
had more available resources (e.g., YMCASs, recreation
leagues) to amplify participation @ezaera, 2099 S—
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Implications

R The present study identified two socio-environmental
factors that are not only statistically significant, but
that are also applicable yy & @ - .y |
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Thank you!
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