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Articulates, with
accuracy and precision,

Summarizes the main
ideas in a studied text

Unable to summarize a
given text

being able to the main thesesand  [in general terms.
accurately summarize [specific content of
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they establish their
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4. Learn to write writes developed, writes coherent Inability to write
coherent explanations [articulated arguments explanations and coherent explanations
with critical analyses with coherent critical analyses with [and critical analysis.
of source materials explanations, critical clear theses and
analyses, and appropriate evidence.
appropriate evidence.
Pedagogy:
1. Students will be required to complete writing assignments.
2. Students will be required to participate in collaborative activities.
3. Students will develop their information literacy skills, including an understanding of the nature,

organization, and methods of access and evaluation of both electronic and traditional resources in

the subject area.
4,

Students will have opportunities for discussion.
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CRITERIA FOR DEPARTMENTAL COURSES SEEKING APPROVAL AS
BREADTH HUMANITIES COURSES

1. Courses must provide a broad and balanced perspective of a major discipline.

2.

Except for courses or examinations, which are part of the University Studies Competency

Requirements (see page 9), breadth courses must have no prerequisites.

3.

Specific Criteria: Humanities

Courses should be offered at least once every school year.

In evaluating courses for the Humanities approved list, the factors listed below will be
considered. Not all of these criteria must be met for course approval, but tougher they suggest
what a "strong" course proposal should include.

1. The course should address how people achieve human self-understanding through the

mediums of language, oral tradition, literature, philosophy, ethics or other endeavors of

self-explanation.

explain their actions.

contrasting cultures, beliefs, and historical periods.

The course should explore how people have come to understand themselves and to

The course should create knowledge and promote self-understanding by comparing
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9.

The course should help students understand origins and history of humanistic methods.
The courses should promote the following student learning goals:

o Capacity for well-reasoned critical thought.

o Capacity for an educated evaluation of alternative perspectives, thoughts, and

approaches to the humanities.

o Ability to integrate insights across the humanities.
The course should help students to understand and evaluate original sources, e.g. original
writings and/or other creative works.
The course should require students to:

o Complete writing assignments.

o Participate in collaborative activities.
The course should further the development of information literacy skills, including an
understanding of the nature, organization, and methods of access and evaluation of both
electronic and traditional resources in the subject area.
The course should provide opportunities for discussion.

10. The course proposal should include ways to access achievement of the specific criteria

listed above for this breadth area.

Departments may propose both USU 1320 and BHU courses by submitting the following:

(1) A completed General Education Course Approval Request form, with all requested
information and required signatures;

(2) An extended course syllabus, which summarizes the major discussion questions/topics
of the course, lists the readings, and explains the writing assignments and other activities;

(3) A detailed proposal (at least one single-spaced page long) that explains specifically and
concretely how the course meets the Breadth Humanities Objectives and Criteria, listed

below.

Proposals will be reviewed in time for discussion at the following month's Gen Ed meeting.



USU 1360 Integrated Physical Science

Click here for example syllabi
Click here for example syllabi
Click here for the instructors’ guide to information literacy assignments and activities

Objectives:

1. To improve students' understanding of science as a process and promote their ability to
apply scientific methods of investigation.

2. To provide a fundamental understanding of the unifying principles of the physical
sciences.

3. To examine the historical contexts of science, the evolution of science, its impact on
society, the impact of society on the physical sciences, and how society and science are
linked.

4. To help students evaluate the historical, social, and ethical contexts of science issues.

Content:

The course will focus on the basic unifying concepts of the physical sciences. Among the topics
to be covered will the structure of matter (from the atom to the earth to the universe, stressing the
relevant associated length and time scales), the equivalence of mass and energy and their
conservation in all known processes, and the magnitude and character of forces of nature. The
course will emphasize how modeling, prediction, and observation lead to credible evidence, the
contingent character of scientific knowledge, the use of mathematics and technology for
describing the physical world, how that technology and its discoveries impact our daily lives, and
that scientific discovery occurs within an ethical, historical and social context.

Pedagogy:
1. Students may be required to complete writing assignments.
2. Students may be required to complete a quantitative reasoning assignment.
3. Students may be required to participate in collaborative activities.
4. Students will develop their information literacy skills, including an understanding of the

nature, organization, and methods of access and evaluation of both electronic and

traditional resources in the physical sciences.

Opportunities will be provided for discussion.

6. The course proposal will include ways to assess achievement of the objectives for this
course.

-

CRITERIA FOR APPROVED BREADTH COURSES: PHYSICAL SCIENCES

1. The course should improve student's understanding of science as a process and promote
their ability to apply scientific methods of investigation.



8.

9.

The course should provide a fundamental understanding of the unifying principles of
physical science.

The course should assist students in understanding the human role in and impact on the
physical environment.

The course should help students understand the role of technology as a factor that affects
the development of physical science and brings physical science knowledge to our daily
lives.

The course should consider the historical, social, and ethical contexts of physical science
issues.

The course should assist students in making informed decisions about personal and social
issues related to physical sciences (human component).

The course should promote inquiry and teach problem solving skills and hypothesis
formulation and testing.

The course should help student to understand and evaluate original sources, e.g., original
writings and/or presentations of data.

The course should include laboratory, field, data analysis, and/or computer simulation
experiences.

10. The course should require students to: a. Complete writing assignments; b. Participate in

collaborative activities; c. Use quantitative reasoning methods.

11. This course should further the development of information literacy skills, including an

understanding of the nature, organization, and method of access and evaluation of both
electronic and traditional resources in the subject area.

12. The course should provide opportunities for discussion.
13. The course proposal should include ways to assess achievement of the specific criteria

listed above for this breadth area .

Integrated courses will be taught by instructors from a variety of departments and may be team-
taught. Student credit hours for each section will be attributed to the department, which provides
the lead instructor for the section.

Although the specific content of these courses may vary somewhat, depending on the individual
instructor, the criteria found on the following pages will be used to evaluate proposed physical
sciences breadth courses.
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Able to apply the
basic structure and
methodology of
scientific
enterprise.

Know the key laws
and concepts, and
is able to apply
them to novice
problems.

Able to make,
read, understand
and explain a
graph, table, or
any quantitative
series of data, and
apply that
understanding to a
problem

Able to assess the
credibility of
sources of
scientific
information, and
critique source as
it applies to a
scientific issue
Write and/or
illustrate
knowledge of a
scientific idea or
concept clearly,
comprehensively,
and concisely.

Able to apply
science concepts
and societal issues
to the greater
question of the
course,

Able to articulate
the basic structure
and methodology
of scientific
enterprise.

Know the key laws
and concepts and
can articulate
them

Able to make, read
and understand a
graph, table, or
any quantitative
data

Able to assess
credible sources of
scientific
informatien, and
can articulate why
they are credible

Write and/or
illustrate
knowledge of a
scientific idea or
concept.

Able to articulate
the relationship
between science
concepts and
societal issues.

Unable to
articulate the basic
structure and
methodology of
scientific
enterprise.

Does not know the
key laws and
concepts beyond
memorization.

Mot able to make,
read or understand
a graph, table, or
quantitative series
of data.

Unable to assess
credible sources
for scientific
information, or
unable to
determine
credibility of
srouces

Unable to convey
knowledge

Unable to
recognize the links
between social
issues, and
scientific findings



