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GENERAL EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE MINUTES   
 
April 18, 2017 
8:30 am – 9:30 am 
Old Main - Champ Hall  
 
Present:  Lee Rickords, Agriculture and Applied Sciences (Chair) 

Michele Hillard, Secretary 
Kacy Lundstrom, Library 
Barbara Williams, Registrar’s Office 
Brock Dethier, Writing Program 
Harrison Kleiner, Connections  
Laura Gelfand, Arts  
David Brown, Quantitative Intensive 
Stephanie Hamblin, Exploratory Advising  
Dick Mueller, Science 
Brian McCuskey, Humanities 
Cindy Dewey, Creative Arts 
Ed Reeve, Provost’s Office 
Dan McInerney, American Institutions 

 John Mortensen, Student Services 
Melanie Nelson, USU Eastern 
Mykel Beorchia, University Advising 
Matt Sanders, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Dean Adams, Engineering 
 

Absent:   Bob Mueller, Regional Campus 
Janet Anderson, Office of the Provost 
Ryan Dupont, Life and Physical Sciences  
Jessica Hansen, Academic and Instructional Services 
Damon Cann, Social Sciences 
Shelley Lindauer, Education and Human Services  
Kris Miller, Honors 

  Claudia Radel, Natural Resources 
Konrad Lee, Business 
Ashley Waddoups, USUSA President 

 
 
Call to Order – Lee Rickords 
 
Approval of Minutes – March 21, 2017 
Motion to approve minutes made by Brian McCuskey.  Seconded by Laura Gelfand.  Minutes 
approved. 
 
Course Approvals/Removals/Syllabi Approvals 
PHIL 4500 (DHA) APPROVED ........................................................................... Brian McCuskey 
Motion to approve designation made by Brian McCuskey.  Seconded by Dick Mueller. 
 



POLS 3200 (DSS) APPROVED............................................................................... Damon Cann 
Motion to approve designation made by Matt Sanders.  Seconded by Dick Mueller. 
 
POLS 4260 (DSS) APPROVED............................................................................... Damon Cann 
Motion to approve designation made by Matt Sanders.  Seconded by Dick Mueller. 
 
 
SOC 4410 (DSS) APPROVED ................................................................................ Damon Cann 
Motion to approve designation made by Dick Mueller.  Seconded by Laura Gelfand. 
 
Business 
Enrollment numbers and Classes Not Being Taught - John Mortensen 
Each department needs to look at courses that are currently not being taught and make the 
decision to deactivate or completely remove them from the catalog.  The question was asked if 
only the designation should be removed if the class is not being taught or if the complete course 
should be deleted?  A process needs to be put in place to begin removing these courses.  At the 
same time, a review process needs to be established.  It was suggested that the courses be 
reviewed every three years, however, that seem to be too soon.  The recommendation was made 
to review a fifth of the courses within each discipline every year instead of the doing them all in the 
fifth year and this would be a continuing process (20% of the courses reviewed/year).  John 
Mortensen has identified classes with the largest enrollments.  These will be reviewed first 
because they have the biggest impact on the students.  This issue will be brought up and 
discussed, in more detail, at the September 2017 Gen Ed meeting. 
 
Enrollment numbers for fall and spring semesters were reviewed and discussed. (See attached)   
 
Communications Intensive (CI) research update - Lee Rickords 
Lee Rickords and Brock Dethier will meet with Dr. Kinkead’s class regarding the CI designation 
review.  They will view the information and decide how to move forward utilizing this method for all 
the other designations. 
 
Humanities Designation Subcommittee Evaluation Criteria rejected by Educational Policies 
Committee 
EPC committee members did not like the wording the humanities subcommittee used.  It was 
noted that no silos are being created nor are designations being made because the categories 
already exist.  It was determined that the committee should not be questioning faculty credentials 
nor department motives, but need to ensure that the discipline is being taught and is providing the 
students with the experience they need.  This discussion was not to cause trouble but achieve 
greater clarity.  The committee will move forward with this and clarify the wording so that it doesn’t 
appear that departments are being designated.  This item will appear on the September 2017 
General Education agenda. 
 
Election of Gen Ed Chair 
Motion to nominate Lee Rickords and General Education Chair made by Dean Adams.  Seconded 
by Brian McCuskey.  Lee Rickords will serve as chair for the 2017-2018 academic year. 
 
Adjournment:  9:35 am 
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