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MAKING A BUZZER
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What Is a Vacuum
Furnace?

[N an ordinary fuumace materials burn or combine with the

oxygen of the air. Melt zinc, cadmium, or lead in an
ordinary furnace and a scum of “dross” appears, an im-
purity formed by the axygen. You see it in the lead pots
that plumbers use.

In a vacuum furnace, on the contrary, the air is
pumped out so that the heated object cannot combine with
oxygen. Therefore i, the vacuum furnace impuritics are
not formed.

Clearly, the chemical processes that take place in the
two types are different. and the difference is important.
Copper, for instance, if impure, loses in electrical conduc-
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