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total returns insofar as the application of labor to land is concerned. 

The elimination of surplus agricultural pop~ation would greatly 

increase the production of the remaining farm population and would 

not reduce the total agricultural production. Due to the heavy 

concentration of people on farms, development works, such as roads, 

and levees, even factories, hospitals, schools, and other buildings 

are often opposed by the people in many cases because they fear that 

they may lose their small holdings, which are their only sources of 

livelihood. 

There are too many men and there is too little land! Even if a 

machine does the work of a hundred men it is of little help unless it 

produces more food than the hundred men could produce. Industrialization 

will be of some help, but it requires a great amount of capital outlay--

so much that it is almost beyond the power of the country to produce it 

at the present time. 

Demographic Characteristics of East Pakistan 

East Pakistan is one of the most densely populated countries in 

the world. It has a population density of 922 persons per square mile. 

In addition a large area of the country is under water. If the water -

covered area is excluded, the density rises to 979 people per square 

mile. 

Table 3 gives a comparison of populations of several countries, 

together with the per capita income. 
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Table 3. Density of population per square mile and per capita income 

Country Density 

East Pakistan 922 
Japan 652 
Indonesia 160 
United States of America 51 
Burma 78 
Egypt 67 

Sourc e: Population Bulletin of the UN, No. 7, 196 3. 

Annual income per 
ca pita in USA $ 

under 100 
200-299 
under 100 
2000 or above 
under 100 
100-199 

A comparison of the population density and the per capita income 

shows that the prosperity of a country may have little relation to the 

population-area ratio. The richness or poverty of a country depends 

upon the resources available and the effectiveness with which they 

have been developed and used. When a country is burdened with a 

dense population, lacks mineral resources, has little industrial 

development, and mu st depend almost completely upon agriculture, 

mass poverty can easily result (1). 

The significant figure for East Pakistan is, therefore, the ratio 

of population to cultivated area as a measure of population pressure. 

The present cropped area per capita is less than O. 51 acre. 

The minimum area required for a reasonable subsistence, 
in our conditions of agricultural techniques, has been 
esti mat ed at one acre per head of the population. ( 1, p. 14) 
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In other words, East Pakistan should have almost double its acreage 

to support its present population at existing technique and production. 

Birth and death rates 

The census report of 1941 gives a crude birth rate of 34. 3 per 

1000 people and 24. 9 as crude death rate for the India-Pakistan 

subcontinent. A recent sample survey in West Pakistan shows the 

crude birth rate to be 48. 2 per 1000 people and the crude death rate 

to be 21. 2 per 1000 people for 1955-56, which is an increase in birth 

rate and a decrease in death rate ( 1 ). 

In the report of a two-year population control research program 

in a rural area in Comilla, East Pakistan, in 1964, the observation 

was m ade that 

The various esti m ates of birth rates in Pakistan, including 
the present one with its several reservations, indicate some 
uncertainty in the rates for the two sections of the country, 
with the estimates for E ast Pakistan varying from the m id 
to the high 50 1s or low 60 1s. Given the quality of the currently 
available data, it might not be unreasonable to suggest that 
this is as close as demographers can come, at the present 
time, to esti m ate the true birth rate .... the death rate for 
E ast P akistan would be somewhere around 35 . ( 11, p. 80) 

Urbanization 

Generally speaking, the percentage of the population of a country 

living in urban areas reflects the degree of industrialization achieved 

by it. In East Pakistan, urbanization is still very meager. The total 

urban population in 1961 was 5. 2 percent of the total population in 


