
Figure 1 – In general, the average composite scale score 
for U.S. History in 4th, 8th, and 12th grade students slowly 
increased between 1994 and 2010.
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I. Introduction 

1. Compare the 
introductions 
of U.S. 
History 
textbooks to 
understand 
the purpose 
behind the 
history being 
taught. 

2. Compare 
what is 
taught in 
textbooks 
regards to 

the American 
Civil War and 
slavery to 
determine 
the 
consistency 
in teaching. 

3. Analyze NAEP 
results for 
U.S. History 
to determine 
trends in 
student’s 
historical 
knowledge. 

II. Approach 

NAEP assessed U.S. History in 1986, 1988, 
1994, 2001, 2006, 2010, and 2014. Of 
these years, only results from 1994, 
2001, 2006, and 2010 are comparable. A 
different framework for testing was 
established in 1994, and only eighth 
grade was reported in 2014. 

In 1988, half of eight grades students 
reported that they had never studied the 
period of 1945 to present. In 2010, thirty 
seven percent of students reported that 
they had never studied the period of 
1945 to present. 

Reasons for writing U.S. History 
Textbooks:
• Instill a love of country
• Make good citizens
• Show the cause of events
• Tell a story
• Present the facts

Some textbooks present the cause of the 
Civil War as a States’ Rights issue and 
others as an issue of slavery. 

Some textbooks romanticize slavery 
while other recognize the brutality. 

III. Results

U.S. Historical education is 
filled with inconsistencies. 
U.S. History is reported at 
irregular intervals and far 
less often than other 
subjects reported by NAEP.
Due to a lack of 
standardization in reporting 
until recent years, along with 
the fact that different 
information is reported in 
different years, it is hard to 
do a comprehensive analysis 
of students’ knowledge of 

history across years.  
Different textbooks portray 
the same event in different 
ways and are written for 
different reasons. Since 
students are not learning 
recent history and care is not 
taken to create consistent 
teachings and analysis of 
historical education, this 
leads to the conclusion that 
U.S. history is the “forgotten 
subject”. 

IV. Conclusions

The Question: How has 
American historical 
education within the 
United States evolved? 
Are students more 
knowledgeable of history 
now, or in past years? 

The Goal: To understand 
the state of American 
historical education within 
the U.S. by comparing 
history textbooks and 
analyzing standardized 
test scores. 

What was looked at: 
1. Ten U.S. history 

textbooks from the 
following years: 1876, 
1899, 1911, 1925, 
1932, 1938, 1956, 
1983, 1994, 2010

2. NAEP reports on U.S. 
History for all years in 
which scores were 
reported and data 
could be found

What is NAEP? 
The National Assessment 
of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) is known as the 
Nation’s Report Card. 
Beginning in 1969, NAEP 
assesses 4th, 8th, and 12th

grade students in major 
subject areas. 
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