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Question:

How does Swenson use nature-based settings and queer language 
to portray her spiritual beliefs and renounce Mormon doctrine?



The Centaur









Women







Let Us Prepare







Mornings Innocent







Conclusion:

Throughout these four poems, Swenson demonstrates her belief in true spiritual growth 
and peace being found through liberated self-expression outside gender, societal, and 

religious expectations. Through the use of a gender-bending speaker in “The Centaur,” 
gender-conforming characters in “Women,” challenging questions in “Let Us Prepare,” 

and finally a speaker who finds natural peace in “Mornings Innocent,” Swenson 
successfully establishes her path to spiritual attainment. 
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