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What role does media
play in the COVID-19
infodemic?



News-Finds-Me
Perception

The  news - f inds -me  percept ion  i s  the  idea  that

"one no longer needs to act ively  seek news
in order to stay informed"  (Lee ,  2020 ) .

What is  i t?

Studies  have  found  that  those  with  a  news -

f inds -me  percept ion  are  less  knowledgeable
about pol it ical  topics  (Zúñiga  et  al . ,  2017 ) .

How does it  affect  people?

Hypothesis
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Those with a strong news-f inds-me
perception wi l l  be less knowledgeable about
COVID-19 and,  therefore,  bel ieve in
misinformation more.



MEDIA  AND  THE  COVID - 19  INFODEMIC



Social Media

COVID - 19  misinformat ion  and  dis informat ion

ran  rampant  on  socia l  media .  Facebook
removed nearly  7  mil l ion COVID-19-related
posts in the second quarter  of  2020 alone
(Paul  &  Vengatt i l ,  2020 ) .

How does it  relate to COVID-19?

Hypothesis
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Those who use social  media wi l l  be more
l ikely to bel ieve in misinformation.



Politics In  addit ion ,  a  survey  conducted  in  March  2020

showed  that  those who viewed conservative
media were more l ikely  to bel ieve in non-
factual  conspiracy theories about the virus
(Jamieson  &  Albarrac in ,  2020 ) .

Part isanship  has  played  a  ro le  in  COVID - 19

bel ie fs .  For  example ,  the  Pew  Research  Center

found  that  Republ icans viewed the pandemic
as less of  a  threat  when compared to
Democrats  (Tyson ,  2020 ) .

How does it  relate to COVID-19?

Hypothesis
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Those who are conservative/Republ ican wi l l
be more l ikely  to bel ieve in COVID-19
misinformation due to greater  spread on
conservative news sources and social  media.



Survey

ADMINISTERED  IN  JUNE

2020  VIA  AMAZON

MECHANICAL  TURK

504  PARTICIPANTS
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I  can  be  wel l  in formed  about

the  COVID - 19  pandemic  even

when  I  don ' t  act ive ly  fo l low

the  news .

Statement 1

I  re ly  on  my  f r iends  or  fami ly

for  in format ion  about  COVID -

19  based  on  what  they  l ike  or

fo l low  through  socia l  media .

Statement 2

I  don ' t  worry  about  keeping

up  with  COVID - 19  news

because  I  know  the  news  wil l

f ind  me .

Statement 3

News-Finds-Me Perception
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Participants were asked to rate how much they 
agree or disagree with each of the following statements:



A  group  of  el i tes  i s  using  the  COVID - 19  cr is i s  to  gain  power .

The  COVID - 19  v i rus  i s  no  more  contagious  than  the  common  f lu .

The  spread  of  COVID - 19  i s  connected  to  5G  networks  and  technology .

Only  elder ly  people  and  those  with  weakened  immune  systems  can  become  in fected  with  COVID -

19 .

The  v i rus  behind  COVID - 19  was  produced  in  a  lab  in  Wuhan ,  China .

The  COVID - 19  v i rus  was  spread  f rom  bats  to  humans  in  Wuhan ,  China .

Quarant ine  restr ict ions  to  s low  the  spread  of  a  pandemic  such  as  COVID - 19  are  an  in f r ingement  of

an  indiv idual 's  const i tut ional  r ights .

Masks  do  not  s low  the  spread  of  COVID - 19  and  are ,  therefore ,  unnecessary .

Hydroxychlorquine  prevents  and /or  cures  COVID - 19 .

Ingest ing  bleach  or  ant isept ics  prevents  and /or  cures  COVID - 19 .

COVID - 19  wil l  go  away  as  the  weather  gets  warmer .

There  wil l  be  another ,  la rger  spike  of  COVID - 19  sometime  in  the  near  future .

American  news  media  i s  accurately  portray ing  the  COVID - 19  pandemic .

Scient ists  are  general ly  t rustworthy ,  and  we  should  fo l low  thei r  guidance .

Statements
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Participants were asked to rate how much they 
agree or disagree with each of the following statements:
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O u r  d a t a  s e t  d o e s  n o t  s u g g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a  n e w s - f i n d s - m e
p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  b e l i e f  i n  C O V I D - 1 9  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n .  

T h i s  c o u l d  b e  b e c a u s e  
1 )  p e o p l e  w e r e  u s i n g  b a d  n e w s  s o u r c e s ,  

2 )  m a i n s t r e a m  n e w s  w a s  r e i t e r a t i n g  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d / o r  t h a t  
3 )  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  c h a n g i n g  s o  f a s t  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y

c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  C O V I D - 1 9  f a c t s .



Social Media
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The data tells us that social media use correlates
with belief in misinformation as a whole, but the

effect varies based on the statement.



Politics
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Conclusion

MEDIA  AND  THE  COVID - 19  INFODEMIC

False beliefs about COVID-19 were prevalent in June 2020,
when this survey was administered. While a news-finds-me
perception did not have much effect on COVID-19 beliefs,
those who identified as Republican or used social media for
COVID-19 news were more likely to believe misinformation.

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed rapidly over the past
year. Further research about other moments of time during
the pandemic may yield different results and bring more
understanding on the topic.



These findings
also show us
that media
literacy is as
important as
ever.
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Do you think
you have what
it takes?
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https://covidinfodemic.weebly.com/quiz.html
https://covidinfodemic.weebly.com/quiz.html
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