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no more after this year

LAURA BELLAMY
Senior News Writer

After nearly two years of
debate, the “free” printout issue
may be coming to a close.

At Tuesday's Associated
Students of Utah State
University meeting, council
members will debate a bill that
would eliminate all “free” print-
outs at university computer
labs.

To compensate for the elim-
ination of copies, the price of
printouts would be reduced
from 5 cents to 3 cents, accord-
ing to the bill.

At the meeting, which is at
5:48 p.m. in the Taggart
Student Center, Room 326, the
Executive Council will hold an
open forum where interested
students will have a chance to
express their opinions.

“If students have any views
or opinions they want to talk
about, this is a time for them
to express their opinion," said
Kalem Sessions, engineering

senator and the bill's sponsor. ~  technology, he said.
“Students really “Computer
have a good ; ; Services would
opportunity here ‘Potentially it also know their
to influence the 1d exact cost better
student govern- would free up and so they're
ment's decision.” 1 able to plan their
The printout $70'000 7 fu s, budget.‘PSessions
issue hasbeena  Those funds could Eid.,“They can
topic of debate : en better utilize
fog two years 80 towards b uyng funds if it is at 3
because of the softwure for cents.”
number of stu- According to
dentsitaffects, ~ Internet technolo-  sessions, —~—
Sessions said. ’ . Computer
Last year's 81es, which are Services has had a
Executive more marketable  fluctuating budget
Council voted to ; ,  in the past
reduce the num-  SKills f or students. because the num-
ber of copies ber of students
from 100 to 35  SHANE SESSIONS * using “free” print-
in order to wean ASUSU outs varies each
students off of ENGINEERING SENATOR ~ Semester.
the “free” print- “They never
outs. know how many

According to Sessions, this
bill will finish what last year's
council began.

One reason students have
been so upset about the reduc-
tion of “free" printouts is
because they are losing a ser-
vice their computer fee goes
toward. According to Sessions,
this is not true.

“The printouts were never
free in the first place,” Sessions
said. "Computer services never
made room in their budget for
them."

Manhattan monks visit USU, share art of meditation

two women have changed their lives,
they said.

“I was a dependent female and then
I started meditating and I realized I
could be anything,” Smith said.
“Meditation takes away the limits."

“Every day its like a lifetime goes by.
You change so rapidly,” Schindler said.

JESSICA WARREN
Staff Writer

“Blissfull light” and assorted other
benefits of meditation were described
Saturday morning by two ordained

Buddhist monks.

Barbara Smith and Stacey Schindler
taught a beginning meditation class and
shared the importance of it in thelr

own lives.

Smith and Schindler met in a m
tation class. They now travel around
independently sharing medltatmnwuh

others.

“It has changed my life,” Simth sa;d
I like my life to be happy, 1 like to

Sessions said by eliminating
free printouts and reducing the
cost per copy, students will
actually be saving money.

“With the reduction in cost,
by the time a student has
made 88 copies, they will be
saving money instead of just
getting 35 free copies and then
paying a higher price for the
rest of them,” Sessions said.

According to Sessions, the
bill will not only benefit stu-
dents, but will also help the
computer labs.

“Potentially, it would free up
$70,000 in funds," Sessions
said. “Those funds could go
towards buying software for
Internet technologies, which
are more marketable skills for
students.”

According to Sessions, the
majority of requests Computer
Services receives is for Internet
related software, Computer
Services would spend addition-
al funds purchasing programs
students are using to train
themselves in Web design and

kids will use all of the copies or
not even touch them,” Sessions
said. “It makes it difficult for
them to calculate an actual
budget."

Sessions said the student
forum will, hopefully, answer
any questions students have as
well as allowing them to
express their opinions.

‘I see this idea evolving as
people think of new ways to
better handle the situation,”
Sessions said. “Students can
help us with that."

The songs they used for the class
were designed for Utah, a place
described by Smith as a power place —
an easy place to meditate.

When in meditation, the idea is to
stop thought-and focus, Schindler said.

“We're so conditioned to think, that's
~all wedo/ Schindler said.
' Focusin is the key to meditation,
: e a candle flame, a flower, a
wiirockior whateva: one chooses. Fifteen
‘minutes is a good time to start out
- Schmdler saiﬂ .

whether it

experience joy and ecstasy, Ilike my life

to work out.”

Meditating allows a persan to tap
into the light within every person, she

said.

The technique they taught is ¢
Chakra Meditation. They said there are
seven chakras, or doorways. However,
because it's such a large topic, they
focused on three chakras: the navel
center, for power; the heart center, for
love and balance and the third eye cen-

ter, for wisdom.

These doorways release kundalini —
energy located at the base of the spme
they said. This energy is said té!,.prdmct i
the physical body. The energy one gets
from the chakras help in careers, rela-
tionships, school and day-to-day life,

they said.

. Schipdler said.

~ Also, meditating right after a big
' meal is not a good idea because it
makes it more difficult to focus with

_’.‘

g Cross- legged on
lir using a cushion is

accordmg to Sch“ndler Other optlmal
’&iare‘at sunset or just before bed,

aid.
I never leave the house without
- meditating,” Schindler said.
- Showering just before meditating is
Dbecause it refreshes the body
ng it easier to concentrate,

our stomach digesting. Also, it is best
‘to create a place to meditate each time
— one that is welcoming and “pretty,”
Schindler said, is best.

The effects of meditation on these

Monday, March 27, 2000

LARA GALE
Staff Writer

Utah students will be paying
4 percent more for tuition next
year, but this won't provide any
faculty salary increase beyond
what the legislature approved
at this year's session.

The legislature granted high-
er education $31.5 million,
including a nearly 5 percent
salary increase. This falls short
of the $43 million requested by
the Board of Regents to bring
salaries up to par, but is high
enough that students have to
pay 4 percent rather than 3
percent more in tuition this
year to help pay for it. The leg-
islature requires that tuition
increases pay for at least one
quarter of annual higher edu-
cation compensation increases.

In addition, fees were raised
by 3 percent, a figure defended
by Associated Students of Utah
State University officers who
could have raised them an
additional 1 percent to match
the tuition increase.

All together, a resident stu-
dent taking 15 credit hours
next year will pay $973.66
tuition, $74.84 more than last
year, and $228 in fees for a

said. He said tuition is rarely
increased just enough to match
inflation.

The national cost of higher
education increased 5.8 percent

total of last year,
$1,201.66 per Gogue said.
semester, However,
according to e this number
the 20002001 $973.66 —Cost of tuition for is generally
Tuition and 15 credits Fall Semester 2000 assumed
Fee Schedule. high
TheBoard  $74.84 — Additional amount  because pri-
q{iReggn}tf ON- st dents will have to pay for tuition ~ Vate schools
sidered three — pojl Semester compared fo this are figured
factors to come oo in and often
up with the 4 raise costs
percent at a higher
increase: infla- ~ $228 — Currently planned cost  rate than
tion, the of student fees next year (some fee  public
national cost of  increases will be put to a student schools.
higher educa-  vofe this semester) Gogue
tion and the said in the
needs of higher fall the
education, said $1,201.66 — Total cost per Board of
Jay Gogue, semester for 2000-2001 school year Regents
USU provost. (i looked at
Inflation raising

tuition somewhere between
those two numbers and came
up with a 3 percent increase.

was low this year and alone
would have required only a 2
percent tuition increase, Gogue

’t go to faculty

Concerned this would not
be enough of an increase to
provide needed funds for salary
equity, ASUSU officers attempt-
ed to be proactive and offer
that USU students pay an even
higher percentage — if the state
would match it and send every
penny back to USU for staff
and faculty salary equity. The
state legislature rejected their
plan, Gogue said.

In the future USU might
look at increasing student
tuition higher than the
statewide increase to help with
salary equity if it can be sure
the extra revenue will come
only to USU and not be sent
into the pot for all nine of
Utah's institutions, said Blythe
Ahlstrom, USU assistant
provost.

All revenue generated by
state higher education tuition
is allocated by the legislature,
with a certain percentage being
sent to each school, so there is
no way to guarantee any extra
revenue created at USU would
return to USU, Gogue said.

Alumni Association to host etiquette dinner

KATHRYN SUMMERS
Staff Writer

The Utah State University
Student Alumni Associaticn

will sponsor an etiquette din-

ner Wednesday to. help stu-
dents learn or brush up on
the appropriate behavior for
a business-type meal.
“People get more and
more casual in their dining
habits at home and they
don't know how to handle a
formal dinner,” said Patty
Halaufia, alumni director of
major events who will be a
hostess at the dinner.

The dinner will include a
social cocktail hour, a four-
course meal and instruction
on proper manners followed
by a question and answer
session,

Halaufia wants students to
learn that the purpose of a
cocktail hour is to meet peo-
ple, not eat. She will cover
some of the more elemen-
tary dining manners such as
how to eat a hard roll and
soup, which silverware to use
when and how to excuse
one's self during a meal.

She will also talk about
appropriate attire for a busi-
ness meeting and give exam-

“There’s nothing wrong with making
money, there's nothing wrong with hav-
ing sex,” Schindler said.

They said money gives freedom from

g
5
:
L
E

The Alumni Association offers students the opportunity to learn proper etiquette and social skills at the table.

ily dinner is becoming a
thing of the past, she said.
There is no opportunity to
learn what is appropriate.
This dinner can help people
who feel clumsy in a social
setting.

Even if people feel they
have good manners and
know it all, this dinner would

ples.

Employers will often take
potential employees to din-
ner to see how their social
skills are. Halaufia suggested
that any student in the job
market learn proper eti-
quette,

Table manners used to be..
taught in the home, but fam-

Students to vote

LAURA BELLAMY
Senior News Writer

This year the Associated
Students of Utah State
University elections have a
full ballot with a new student
fee being put to a

“You're able to do things that you oth- student-wide

erwise would never think you could do.”  vote right along
She said it puts clarity into her life with the student

and purifies the negativity. government can-
Both Schindler and Smith encour- didates.

aged empowerment. The proposed

fee is a $3.50
increase for stu-
dents taking 1 to
6 credits. It will

If YouvoTE

The actual ballot
will read:

‘I agree to the proposal
that students taking
1 to 6 credits, pay the

be a good memory refresher,
Halaufia said.

Everyone is welcome, but
it is necessary to RSVP. Call
797-2053 before noon on
Tuesday if you are interested
in attending the dinner. It
will be Wednesday at 7 p.m.
in the USU Alumni House.
The cost is $8 per person.

on fee Increase

to say something about it.”
When students log on to
vote for ASUSU candidates, a
question will appear at the
end asking them to approve
the new measure, said Public
Relations Vice President
Christina
Domichel. The
vote needs a 50
percent approval
of all those who
vote to pass.

“It then goes
to (President
George H.
Emert) just like
tons of other

worries and stress in life. And medita- entitle part-time : things that com-
tion helps give direction in life. It students to free Musicapd Shoatre mittees pass,”
changes the definition of who you think  admission to all Department Concerts ~ Malouf s.(aiid.
you are, they said. USU music : “But, we do

“You're ngt so much categorized into ~ department pro- fee (eurrentlybeing already have the
your likes and dislikes,” Schindler said. duced concerts paid by students taking support of the

Instead of reacting to a situation and  and USU theatre 7 credit ). Thi administration.”
going into a state of confusion, one can  productions. CILRAS OLINEHCR, 8 U According to
choose to go to a place of light, she: According to fee is $3.50 for those the proposer of
said. Student Advocate : ., the fee, Stan

Meditation, according to Smith and Matt Malouf, taking 1 to 6 credits.”  Alprecht, the
Schindler, is a vital part of their lives because the fee is i new funds will
that brings them peace. It helps them new, it must be also help to

light.

bring their consciousness to a state of

“Light's essence is bliss,” Smith said.

For more information about medita-
tion, e-mail Smith and Schindler at
manhattan_meditation@yahoo.com.

put to a general student vote.
“We have student votes for
anything that is considered a
new fee,” Malouf said. “If we
have a new fee, then students
should have the opportunity

increase the number of per-
formances as well as the qual-
ity.

“This request will allow us

Jump to Fees,Page3
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Putin headed for sure victory

MOSCOW (AP) — Vladimir Putin
appeared headed for a narrow victory
Monday in Russia's presidential elec-
tion after a surprisingly strong show-
ing by the Communists threatened to
force him into a runoff vote.

While Putin would almost certainly
win a second round, it
would have been a hum-
bling setback for the for-
mer KGB officer, who has
soared from nowhere to

‘I'm tired of all this
disorder. When

right victory and avoid a second
round against the next highest vote
winner. Communist chief Gennady
Zyuganov was second with 30.51 per-
cent.

The state-run RTR television net-
work predicted an outright Putin vic-
tory with no runoff vote.
Liberal economist Grigory
Yavlinsky was projected to
take third place with
about 7 percent of the

become the nation's most  Putin takes charge vote.

popular politician in a few ; Zyuganov accused the
months. Putin’s call to of something, he government of falsifying
strengthen the authority takes it to the end.” the results, saying the

of the state and the secu- ' Communist vote was

rity forces worried some more than 40 percent.
Russians, who fear the * VLADIMIR PRISHCHEY®  There were no immediate
country's democratic PUTIN SUPPORTER reports on the fairness of

reforms could be rolled
back.

With 59 percent of the vote from
Sunday's election counted by early
Monday, Putin had 50.67 percent of
the vote, just enough to ensure out-

the election from interna-
tional monitors.

“They have set up a zone of blan-
ket fraud to cheat citizens,” Zyuganov
said.

Putin looked likely to fall well short

of his campaign’s hopes for a huge
victory and a strong mandate for his
call to impose strong government at
home and to revive Russia as a global
power.

Putin’s campaign may have suf-
fered from the widespread assump-
tion that he would win, convincing
many of his supporters that there was
no need to vote. But the fairly strong
vote for Zyuganov was also seen as a
protest by Russians unhappy about
Putin's apparently inevitable victory.

Putin, looking relaxed, said he was
confident of victory as he voted at a
Moscow polling station. “Tomorrow is
Monday, a hard day, and I will have to
go to work,"” he said.

Putin later acknowledged the
Communists had done well despite
their cash-strapped campaign and
that his government would have to
take popular discontent into account.

“That means that our policy must

Jump to Punin, Page 11

productxon increase to sta
bilize domestic fuel prices

Probe into cult deaths in Uganda hampered by logistics

RUGAZI, Uganda (AP) — The investi-
gation into the suspicious deaths of at
least 490 members of a Christian
doomsday sect was tangled in logistical
confusion Sunday as a leading legislator
speculated that sect leaders were
behind the deaths.

Local police guarded a half-open
grave at the sect's remote compound in
southwestern Uganda, awaiting the
arrival of a pathologist from the capital
of Kampala and investigators from a
nearby town to continue exhuming the
burial pit.

But Uganda's chief pathologist never
left the capital, police said.

“Logistics were a problem,” police
spokesman Mugenyi Assuman said by
telephone from Kampala.

Meanwhile, a team of investigators
standing by for the pathologist in
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Rukungiri, 19 miles from the com-
pound, were never informed of the
delay.

Senior Ugandan officials have quot-
ed a 17-year-old sect member as saying
the sect's two top leaders — Cledonia
Mwerinde, 40, and Joseph Kibweteere,
68 — may have fled the area March 17,
when a fire in a sect church killed 330
members. Those reports are uncon-
firmed.

The deaths in the village of Kanungu
were initially viewed as a mass suicide.
However, officials, police and villagers
have speculated that the two leaders
fled as the sect grew increasingly divid-
ed over the fact that the world did not
end Dec. 31 as was predicted and want-
ed back their belongings, which they
had surrendered on joining the sect.

Jim Muhezi, a leading member of

Stephanie Stowell ® Rebecca Fisher  Kelly Green ®
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parliament and a onetime head of
Uganda's internal security agency, theo-
rized Saturday that sect leaders cracked
down viciously on the defiant, poison-
ing some, and urging the mass suicide
to curb further defections.

Mubhezi had also criticized the inves-
tigation into the deaths of hundreds of
members of the Movement for the
Restoration of the Ten
Commandments.

Asked by reporters why 153 bodies
in a sect compound in nearby Buhunga
were exhumed and hastily reburied
Friday without being identified, Muhezi
replied: “You're guess is as good as
mine. It's a poor investigative job.”

Authorities in this East African
nation say their probe has been ham-
pered by lack of equipment, vehicles
and staff.
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>>500 arrested during Belarus protest

MINSK, Belarus (AP) — More than 100 opposition activists
remained in custody Sunday after a raucous demonstration that
saw police club protesters with nightsticks, beat journalists and
send armored cars into the capital, an opposition group said.

Police detained more than 500 people during Saturday's |
demonstration, the Belarus Popular Front said. The arrests ¢ame
after thousands of people broke from a prearranged protest area
and moved toward a central square, sparking a melee.

Central Minsk was sealed off, and hundreds of police poured
in to disperse the demonstrators. Some protesters hid in stores
lining the chaotic street. Police hit and arrested journalists who
were covering the event.

Authorities did not release information on detentions, but
the Popular Front said Sunday that police were still holding
more than 100 protesters and would press charges on Monday.

Popular Front leader Vyantsuk Vyachorka said one prominent
opposition politician — Anatoly Lebedko, a deputy speaker in
the opposition-controlled shadow parliament — was severely
beaten and was still in police custody Sunday.

Meanwhile, the Belarus Association of Journalists said Sunday
that 27 reporters were arrested during the street fighting. The
group said it will sue the Interior Ministry for the rough treat-
ment, the ITAR-Tass news agency reported.

Opposition leaders have announced a series of rallies this
spring to protest President Alexander Lukashenko's autocratic
rule and plans to merge his country with Russia.

> Gas prices up a half cent in two weeks

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Gasoline prices edged up a mere half a
cent in the past two weeks, and the increases may be coming to
an end, an industry analyst said Saturday.

The average retail price of all grades of gasoline, including
taxes, was about $1.59 per gallon as of Friday, an increase of
only a half cent from March 10, according to the Lundberg
Survey of 10,000 stations nationwide.

Crude oil prices are down, which affects all petroleum prod-
ucts, analyst Trilby Lundberg said. But she warned that when
demand for gas increases rises, prices usually do, too.

“This could be the end or just a lull in the price hikes," she
said. “Spring and summer demand for gasoline could be an up
factor for the price of gasoline apart from the prices for crude ®
oil.”

While the nationwide average cost of gas rose half a penny,
there are starkly different regional trends. For example, “Prices
are down more than 6 cents in the Midwest but up nearly a
dime in the West,” Lundberg said.

Prices at self-service stations averaged nearly $1.55 for regular

. unleaded gasoline, $1.64 for mid-grade and $1.75 for premium.

:Full-service prices'were about $1.84 for tegular, $1.93 for mid-

>Visor versus Palm in handheld electronlcs

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — The hot market for handheld elec-
tronic devices has rested in one company's Palm for years.
Upstart challenger Handspring Inc. hopes people will see anoth-
er world of possibilities when the Visor appears Monday in
stores nationwide.

Handspring's electronic personal organizer has been selling
briskly on the Internet since last fall. Add-ons called
“Springboards” are planned to turn it into everything from a
phone to a digital camera to a music player. \

Monday's move into wider circulation is Visor's first serious
test.

“We've got some explaining to do ... about how we're really
different,” said Greg Woock, Mountain View-based Handspring' s
vice president of North American sales.

“The biggest differentiator, the thing that makes us not like
any other device, is our Springboard expansion slot. It pops in
and out of the back of the Visor and allows you to extend the
software and hardware capabilities.”

More than a dozen such products are in development for the
Visor, although only three — a golf game, extended memory and
backup module — are currently available. Modules that can turn
the device into a cellular phone and pager are expected by
Christmas, Handspring executives say.

First up is the $149 base Visor model with 2 megabytes of
memory that can store 6,000 addresses, 3,000 appointments and
200 e-mail messages. A model with 8 megabytes of memory,
doubling the storage capacity, sells for $249.

Palm also faces a fresh assault from Microsoft Corp., whose
Windows CE failed to catch on as an alternative to the Palm
operating system. A slimmed-down Windows CE version called
PocketPC will be in new devices shipping in mid-April.

> ingdome destroyed to make room for others

SEATTLE (AP) — The Kingdome, which went from engineer-
ing marvel to anachronistic eyesore in just 24 years, was demol-
ished in a controlled implosion Sunday to make room for a new,
more expensive stadium.

Thousands of spectators cheered from office towers and hill-
sides around the city as a series of blasts crumbled the massive
concrete structure into a mound of rubble and dust.

“It sent chills down your spine. Forget TV, you had to be here
to see it," said John Geoffrey of Amazon.com, whose headquar-
ters overlooks the site.

Sparks from a 21.6-mile web of detonation cord flickered over
the ribbed surface of the dome, followed by 5,800 gelatin dyna-
mite charge explosions. The 25,000-ton roof collapsed into a bil-
lowmg dust cloud in less than 20 seconds.

"It just happened so fast. Everyone started clapping. They
were just gasping and yelling and clapping,” said Susan Clark,
one of about 130 people who watched the implosion at a fund-
raiser from the 11th floor of the nearby Smith Tower.

“The little flashes of light going down between each section
(of the roof) like lightning bolts — that was pretty exciting,” said
Cheryl Winchester, 33.

The Kingdome — dubbed the mushroom, the concrete cup-
cake and other less charitable terms over the years — was com-
pleted in 1976 at a cost of $67 million. The Seahawks made their
debut in the Kingdome that year, and baseball's Mariners
arrived a year later.

The dome was a necessity in the Rainy City, but fans com-
plained that the concrete stadium was too small for football and
not intimate enough for baseball.

What's more, it leaked. And in 1994, four 15- pound ceiling
tiles crashed into the stands just hours before a Mariners' game.
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Homeless?

Tents line sidewalks and roads around campus reserving spaces for Associated Students of Utah State University candi-
dates. Candidates are gearing up for the last week of campaigning before Wednesday and Thursday’s final election.

Zak Larsen / Utal Statesman

Attorney, detective frustrated at silence in abuse case

LOGAN, Utah (AP) — Since Jay
Toombs was charged with sexual
abuse, Logan Police Detective Rod
Peterson says he has received more
than a dozen calls from other alleged
victims and their parents.

Peterson said some claims date
back 20 years. But what frustrates
Peterson and Cache County Attorney
Scott Wyatt is that so many people
did not tell police earlier.

“Pedophiles repeat. That much we
know," said Wyatt.

Toombs was charged in February
with three counts of aggravated sexu-
al abuse of a child, a first-degree
felony, stemming from allegations
that he fondled a boy over three

_years until the boy s pareqts found
out in'1994."

This month, Toombs was charged
with, sexually, abusing another child ¢
in'1989.

Toombs and his attorney, Gil
Athay, wouldn't comment. Toombs is
free on bond, awaiting a preliminary
hearing in on Wednesday.

A former Scoutmaster and private
investigator who taught clogging
dance classes, Toombs is well-liked,
even by some who claimed he once

abused them or their sons, Peterson
said.

“They've forgiven him. They
believe him, that he's repented,”
Peterson said.

Wyatt had considered charging a
West Valley City counselor and two
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints bishops for failing to report
the abuse, but did not.

Clergymen aren't required by law
to report abuse when they learn of it
from a perpetrator, but are if they
hear about it elsewhere, Wyatt said.

Had the four-year statute of limi-
tations not lapsed, Wyatt said he
would have charged against Vickie
Cooper, a substance abuse counselor
at The Utah Boys Ranch who runs,

T self-improvemerit ’wbrksho;t Ol i

Tweekends, with fiiling to report the.. .
abuse.

Wyatt said Cooper heard many
times that Toombs was abusing boys;
Cooper denies it. She said she heard
of one incident in the 1980s, before
she knew Toombs, and was not oblig-
ated to report it.

“He is not a predator. He's a very
loving father,” Cooper said. “He has
had problems in the past. As far as

- help, the mother,said. .,

I'm concerned he has taken care of it
legally, spiritually ... in every possible
way.”

The mother of the boy allegedly
abused for three years said she and a
counselor from Mormon Social
Services reported Toombs to police
late last year. And she said she told
Cooper, two bishops and Toomb's
family between 1991 and 1999.

“I didn't want to see him go to
prison. I wanted him to get help,” she
said. “I was always told to be patient
with Jay, he was a good man. I was
even given priesthood blessings that I
had been chosen to help him."

The bishops told her that church
officials decided Toombs didn’t need

;.. to be reported as long as he was

repentant and getting p{ofesswnal |

The bishops referred questlons to
church attorney Von Keetch, who
said the bishops acted appropriately
and made sure local law enforcement
knew of the abuse, although neither
called police.

Keetch said one, Robert Owens,
knew the Cache County Sheriff's
Office investigated Toombs in 1989
and the second, Brent Bryner, made

sure a counselor notified authorities
in 1997.

But the mother said she told
Bryner of the abuse four years earli-
er.

The earlier investigation by the
sheriff's office was dropped. Wyatt
said the deputy said he was unable to
substantiate allegations that Toombs
kissed and fondled a 12-year-old boy.

That boy's mother said Toombs
was always “too good to be true.”

“He was always coming to get him,
wanting him to be his son, wanting
him to stay overnight.”

Jerry Toombs, Jay Toombs' brother
and a Mormon stake president, said
he and his father were never warned

_ about is brother's alleged abuse. .
., Keetch said Jerry FToombs v was 'told

o of mqons but learn: thatla"" -
G en?& agad_y

rcement-had al nvestigat-
Last year, Jerry Toombs made a
controversial recommendation that
convicted child abuser Shonn M.
Ricks be allowed to serve a Mormon
mission after spending 14 months in
prison. The mission call was with-
drawn after the victim's father com-
plained.

Self-described Gypsy leader sues state’s motor vehicles division

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A self-
described leader of 200 Gypsies in
Utah says state automobile officials
are trying to “eradicate” his family
by ruining its reputation as car deal-
ers,

Jimmy Marks and 19 family mem-
bers filed a multimillion-dollar law-
suit in federal court this month,
alleging the Motor Vehicle
Enforcement Division violated the
group's civil rights. The purported

violations culminated with a raid on
nine Gypsy homes a year ago.

In March 1999, the state raided
nine Gypsy homes in Salt Lake and
Weber counties. Marks' lawsuit
claims armed officers rousted half-
naked sleeping women from their
beds, groped and leered at them.

He claims they put a gun to the
head of a 78-year-old man, causing a
stroke several days later, and pointed
guns at Marks granddaughters.

And he says MVED officers took
family photo albums, jewelry, cash,
and gold coins, which have disap-
peared.

Deputy Davis County Attorney
William McGuire, who participated
in the searches of three Salt Lake
County homes, called the lawsuit
allegations “totally incredible.”

“I was there. Nothing like that
occurred ... The officers were gentle-
men, and there were female officers

present,” said McGuire in a copy-
right story in The Salt Lake Tribune
on Sunday.

State officials compare Marks'
group to a sort of mafia, investigat-
ing the group for alleged racketeer-
ing and fraud.

“The lawsuit is an attempt by an
organized-crime organization to stop
us from doing our jobs,” said MVED
Capt. Kent Jorgensen. “But it's not
going to work.”

FEES

Continued from Page 1

to maintain and increase the quality
of existing programs offered to stu-
dents in the face of rising production
costs, royalties and licenses in the four
years since the fee was proposed,” he

said.

According to Malouf, the proposed
creation of a Student Recreation
Center will also go to a student vote,
but not for another month. That vote
has been moved from the final elec-
tions to April 12 to 13.

According to Malouf, the vote was
moved because ASUSU hadn't received

enough information from the develop-
ers and because it wanted more time
to inform students.

“We understood that we might lose
voters if we moved it, but it wouldn't
have been ready for a vote,” Malouf
said. “Another consideration we took
into account was that we wanted stu-
dents to understand what this was all

about, even if it took more time."
Students can get a ballot to vote by
going to the ASUSU home page at
www.usu.edu/~asusutsc/home html
An additional fee increase to go to
the Student Recreation Center will be
put to a student vote in April. Look for
more fee increase information in an
upcoming issue of the Statesman.
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NewseRrIEES
> Student Services
conducts stress test

Student Services will be
conducting a stress test of
the computer registration
system today from 8 am. to
9:45 a.m. The goal of the
test is to replicate the load
which the IBM mainframe
experienced during the
peak Spring 2000 registra-
tion period. The computer
center has made some
changes since then and
would like to see if the
problem is now resolved.

Students Services would
appreciate the help of stu-
dents and faculty in con-
ducting this test. All are
encouraged to log on to the
QUAD system at this time
to change their current
addresses and look up
grades.

> HASS Senator

candidates sign up

The HASS Senator race
now has five candidates
and primary voting will
take place this week. The
candidates are Bradley W.
Armstrong, Jeff Crockett,
Myke Bybee, Janalyn
Hillam and Sarah Dallof.
For bios of the candidates,
see Page 14.

> ASUSU primary
elections results

The results for the
ASUSU Primary Elections
are as follows:

Athletics Vice President
* Michael Shipley— 382
¢ Jake Chase — 372

e Clark Jessop — 299

Graduate Studies Vice
President

* Eric B. Worthen — 25

» Sam Winward — 20

* Robert Fanchowiak — 9

College of Agriculture

L1555 1)

» Katie jo Collett — 40

"« Rachel Porter — 27

* Scott Wangsgard — 17
 Alan Spaulding — 5

College of Science Senator
» Brandon Hart — 58

* Chad Bingham — 45

» Nate Ostler — 17

* Andrew Allen — 16

The top two candidates
in each office will go on to
the final elections, which
will take place this week.

> Environmental

journalist to speak

JoAnn Valenti, a BYU
professor and environmen-
tal journalist, will speak as
part of the Media and
Society Lecture Series
Tuesday.

Valenti will speak from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the
Eccles Conference Center
Auditorium. She will be
speaking about the role of
gender in journalism,
specifically environmental
journalism.

Valenti is the founder of
the Society of
Environmental Journalists..

Briefs compiled by
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Information detailed in thzs sectwn isa Statesman staff report obtamed from USU Poltce mc:dent reports. .
Friday, March 17

e An individual reported the theft ofa
Coca-Cola machine from the Taggart _
Student Center. :

Saturday, March 18
® Police responded to the report of an
injured individual at the field west of the

HPER Building. The individual was trans-

ported by ambulance to Logan Regwnal
Hospital for further treatment. -

o Individuals with stunt bicycles were seen

entering the Veterinary Science Building.

o Police were notified of an elderly lady
who had fainted in the Spectrum. She was

transported to Logan Regional Hospital for

 further treatment.

«Police responded to the Jones
Education Building on the report of

 some individuals running in the build-

ing.

Monday, March 20
e Police responded to a vehicle that slid
on a patch of ice and struck a parked

vehicle.

e A dog was seen in a parked vehicle
with all the windows up.

Tuesday, March 21

® An individual was seen on campus
who had been banned from it.

» Police responded to a report of an odor
of marijuana in Mountain View Tower.

« Police responded foa kztchen fire that
was extinguished in Merrill Hall przor :

to polzce notzﬁcatton

* An individual complained that some-
one in Valley View Tower’s parking lot
was making unnecessary noise that was
disturbing them. Police responded to the
area, but were unable to locate the indi-

: vldual

Wednesday, March 2

- Police received a report of an aban-

doned bicycle on Old Main Hill.

® Police received an emergency call
reporting that an individual lost con-
sciousness in Old Main, Room 201.

 age that was done to an Aggie shuttle.

Thursday, March 23”‘ :
* Police were contacted concernmg dam

Damage is estzmated,_a__t $800.

o A child waéfféported inissing. He was
located and returned to his father.

* Police received a report of skateboard-
ers in the Parkmg Terrace. Three indi-
viduals were warned of the polzcy on »
campus regardmg skateboards,
rollerblades and bzcycles o

If you have ény 1‘tzfoﬁnai1bﬂ about
these or any other crimes, contact tfze
USU Police at 797-1939 or lo remam .
anarzymous, call 7.9 5
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applause.

nominees.

“I'm basically up here guys to rep-
resent you as what I hope you will
all be — a survivor,” Caine told the
star-studded Shrine Auditorium

audience.

The 24-year-old Jolie thanked her
father, Jon Voight, a best actor win-
ner for 1978's Coming Home and a

BoB THOMAS
Associated Press

Kevin Spacey won his second
Academy Award Sunday night for
playing an alienated suburban hus-
band in American Beauty, and
Hilary Swank, who portrayed a
woman passing as a man in Boys
Don't Cry, won best actress.

Michael Caine, the kindly
orphanage headmaster in The Cider
House Rules, won his second best

y supporting actor Oscar at the 72nd
b Academy Awards. Angelina
e Jolie, the disruptive men-
tal patient in Girl,

sound effects editing
and visual effects.

heart and their soul into
this movie,” said Swank,
25, who bested a field
including Annette Bening
of American Beauty, Meryl
Streep of Music of the Heart,
Janet McTeer of
Tumbleweedss and Julianne
Moore of The End of the Affair.

“‘I'm stunned and I'm speech-
less,” Spacey said.

With all but the top three
awards to be presented, leading
nominee American Beauty had won
for original screenplay, by Alan Ball,
and for cinematography, while co-
favorite The Cider House Rules
earned the adapted screenplay
Oscar for John Irving.

Irving offered thanks for recogni-
tion of a film that deals with abor-
tion and concluded by thanking
“everyone at Planned Parenthood
and the National Abortion Rights
League" — which got thunderous

Caine, 67, who previously won as
supporting actor for Hannah and
Her Sisters in 1986, seemed over-
whelmed by the applause that greet-
ed the announcement by Judi
Dench and he saluted his fellow

nominations.

song for me.”

Interrupted, won for -
supporting actress — a
generation after her

father took home an
Oscar.

The Matrix, the
story of a computer
hacker who discovers
life is a big illusion,

won four Oscars — for

film editing, sound,

Hollow.

design.

“Everyone put their

the stage.

as host.

actress.

Beauty.

Collins thanked his three chil-
dren who, he said, “really wrote this

The award followed a rousing
performance of the bawdy “Blame
Canada” from South Park: Bigger,
Longer & Uncut. Robin Williams led
the chorus in a production number,
even though the show's producers
swore there would be none.

Best original score went to John
Corigliano for The Red Violin. The
art direction trophy went to Sleepy

Topsy-Turvy, a drama about the
creation of the Gilbert and Sullivan
operetta The Mikado, won two
awards — for makeup and costume

The live action short award went
to My Mother Dreams the Satan'’s
Disciples in New York and animated
short Oscar went to The Old Man
and the Sea. Documentary honors
went to the short King Gimp and
the feature One Day in September.

Spain's All About My Mother won
best foreign film, prompting one of
the night's humorous moments.
When director Pedro Almodovar's
acceptance speech began to run
long and presenter Antonio
Banderas pretended to pull him off

American Beauty topped most
critic lists going into the ceremony,
and it was named best picture in
Friday's controversial Wall Street
Journal poll of 356 of the 5,607 vot-
ing Academy members.

Scientific or not, the survey was
American Beauty's clincher for best
buzz going into the Oscar show,
broadcast on ABC with Billy Crystal

The poll's other favorites also
seemed to reflect pre-Oscar conven-
tional wisdom: Denzel Washington
for leading actor in The Hurricane,
Swank for leading actress in Boys
Don't Cry, Caine for supporting
actor and Jolie for supporting

When the nominations were
announced, American Beauty and
The Cider House Rules were leading
contenders for best picture. The
standing of The Cider House Rules
heightened as Miramax put on an
ad blitz. DreamWorks countered
with a campaign for American

The awards show capped one of

First, a large number of the

and the academy had to print
new ballots.

The academy also extended
the voting deadline a few days
to last Thursday, meaning the
accountants had to work over-
time on awards weekend.

new Oscar statuettes from the
Chicago manufacturer disap-
peared from a loading dock at
Roadway Express on March 8.
Salvage man Willie Fulgear
stumbled across 52 of the miss-
ing awards while rummaging
through a trash container.
Three Oscars remain missing.
Fulgear, 61, became an

company and two tickets to
Sunday'’s show.

“Willie got $50,000 for find-
ing the 52 Oscars. That's not a
lot of money when you realize

as he pointed out the Oscar
hero during the program’s
opening number.

A Roadway Express trucker
was charged with stealing the
statuettes.

The academy earlier

announced the evening's special

awards: Warren Beatty was
named for the Irving Thalberg
Award for a high level of pro-
ducing.

Andrzej Wajda, premier

orary award “for showing both
the loftiest heights and the
darkest depths of the European
soul.”

the most bizarre Oscar seasons.

ballots were delayed in the mail,

Then a shipment of 55 shiny

instant celebrity. He was given a
$50,000 reward by the shipping

director of Poland, won an hon-

Polynesian Culture

On Wednesday, take a look at
the culture and people from the
South Seas in Features.

ANd the Oscar goes to. ..

‘American Beauty’ taking home top honors at 72nd awards

nominee for 1969's Midnight
Cowboy, saying: “You're a great
actor, but a better father.”

Pop star Phil Collins scored the
best original song award for his sen-
timental “You'll be in My Heart"
from the animated Disney film
Tarzan. It was his first win in three

COURTESY OF WWW MOVIEWEB.COM

‘American Beauty’ star Kevin Spacey, pictured with Mena Suvari, walked away with the Best
Actor Oscar. The film also won for direction, Cinematography, Screenplay and Best Picture.

COURTESY OF WW MOVIEWWEB.OOM

Hilary Swank, star of ‘Boys Don’t Cry.” took
home the staue for herrole as Brandon Teena.

that Miramax and DreamWorks
are spending millions of dollars
just to get one,” Crystal quipped

Michael Caine walked away with the Best
Suporting Actor award for his role as an orphan-
age doctor in “The Cider House Rules.”

Livin' la vida license-less in the good old U.S.A

IN MY WORLD / Heather Fredrickson

| have a confession
to make.

I'm 24 years old.

| don’t have, and
have never had, a driver's
license.

That adds up to, what?
Eight years of bumming rides
off people? Eight years of pay-
ing to ride the bus witﬁ 50 people who obvious-
ly never learned to use indoor plumbing? Eight
years of walking till the shoes were out of rub-
ber? Eight years of “Why don’t you have your
license?” What was | thinking?

Mind you, life without wheels isn't all that
bad. I've never had to buy gas or get out of the
car and take in the fumes at a gas station. Still got
all my brain cells. | think. I've never had to pay
car insurance. I've never been pulled over by a
cop. And boy, am | ever looking forward to that
one!

This weekend, while my friend Dayna and |
were surviving food poisoning in Roy, Utah, | lis-
tened as she told me of a harrowing experience
she had with a cop on that same stretch of road
some years ago.

Returning from Ephraim, Utah, Dayna
thought she was in the 75 m.p.h. zone and
cranked her speedometer up to 80. She changed
lanes a couple of times and passed an unmarked
cop.

F\)/Vithout skipping a beat, he flipped on his
light and pulled Dayna over. He went on to yell
at her about how she’s going to kill someone dri-
ving like that and he hoped it would be herself.
Turns out she was in a 65 m.p.h. area, and she
argued him down from a reckless driving charge

to speeding.

So, let me get this straight. In a 65, she’s dan-
gerous, in a 75, she’s OK? How does this work?
Wait, don’t tell me. | don’t have a license, so |
don’t have to worry about it. Not yet, anyway.

This is my fourth year at Utah State, and every
year, without fail, I've met at least one guy who
finds it impossible to comprehend how | can sur-
vive wheel-less.

I've had about nine offers from guys to teach
me how to drive, but every one has fallen
through. | know I'm a woman, and that can be a
scary thing when it's me behind the wheel, but
I'm really a very good driver. My Daddy said so.
And he’s ALWAYS right!

The LTD really isn’t that bad. It provides a
necessary service to people like myself, although
it would be better if | could get around the whole
valley on a bus that appears more often than
once every half hour until later in the day and
maybe on Sundays, but | hear they’re working on
it.

I'd throw in 25 cents to get from here to a
movie theater out near Smithfield every now and
then on a Saturday night.

So once they get that all figured out, it'll be
just like it was .
before | hit

the magical age of 16. Um, yeah. That would be
great. Like | was saying, when do | get the keys?
Seriously, driving seems like some kind of lost
art, doesn’t it? People used to spend a lot of time
getting to know their car — lost afternoons under
the hood, wiping the finish with a (clean) diaper
— all to benefit the driving experience. Most of
us now wouldn’t have the time to wash the car
let alone check, or change, our own oil. No
Sunday drives, no drive-ins ... what do | want a
license for again?

Oh yeah. Mobility.

Not that walking and bus riding hasn’t served
my needs valiantly for several years now, but
what if | run out of laundry detergent, potatoes,
feminine hygiene products (sorry guys, it was the
only thing | could think of that would be a real
emergency) and milk on a Saturday night and
none of my roommates can help out? Then I'm
S.0.L., right? Nope. That's where the big brother
comes in.

But he’s moved to Texas, so enough about
that.

| finally decided last semester that I'd had
enough, and | forked over more than $200 to a
high school (eeeeeeek!) teacher to attend a once-
a-week class for five hours with 20 other peo-
ple over the course of four weeks.
Then, | got a couple of
hours in a real car

(woo-hoo!) on
the range at Sky
View  (thanks
for the ride out
there, Graham)
and two or
three more on

the road with the high school teacher.

It was money well spent, | suppose. | didn’t hit
anything, anyway. And | learned a lot. Most of it
was done on paper, but any way you get knowl-
edge, it's a good thing, right? Yeah.

For instance, did you know it's illegal to drive
in the dark without turning on your headlights? |
know that will come as a shock to many of you
out there, but it’s true! | swear! Check it out. I'm
not lying.

After the class was done, | ran out and got my
learner’s license. My brother took me out a cou-
ple of times last November in his 1973 Dodge
Dart Swinger. The steering was soft and the
brakes weren’t the best, but it was an automatic.
| was in heaven. But the beast leaked power
steering fluid like a baby leaks strained peas from
a jar, and | sold it for a paltry 100 bucks.

Now, | find myself in possession of yet anoth-
er hand-me-down car from the great and benev-
olent brother: a 1988 Acura Integra. Red. Stick.
The not-yet-licensed driver owns a little red
sports car that she hasn’t quite figured out how to
drive yet.

Ain’t America great?

Heather Fredrickson is the Copy Editor

for the Statesman. She will take her road test as
soon as she can find an automatic

to borrow for the event. In the meantime,

she’s content to practicing in the little red sports
car while driving her roommates

” boyfriends insane while asking for

tips on how to drive it.

She is also anxiously awaiting

her first run-in with a cop. E-mail her at
SLR4H@cc.usu.edu.
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Gastric bypass surgery offers new chance for severely obese

SANDRA G. BOODMAN
The Washingtom Post

It's not surprising that
surgery for obesity, known as
bariatric surgery, has become
increasingly popular. Even
though weight loss is a $33 bil-
lion-a-year industry, Americans

have never been fatter: One in

five is obese, defined as being
30 or more pounds overweight.

The ranks of the fattest,
those who are morbidly or
severely obese (the terms are
used interchangeably) because
they are at least 100 pounds
overweight, have doubled in
the past 10 years. Many have
been fat all their lives and
come from families where obe-
sity is common.

Being fat is not only a
source of enormous emotional
pain and stigma, it is also one
of the leading causes of prema-
ture death. Overweight and
obesity are linked to a stagger-
ing array of disabling and
expensive diseases: several
kinds.of cancer, heart prob-
lems, high blood pressure,
arthritis, asthma, diabetes,
stroke and infertility among
them. Scientists know that
many, but not all, of these con-
ditions can be ameliorated by

losing weight.

That's particularly true for
the morbidly obese, who have
dozens, if not hundreds, of
pounds to lose. Many people
who are severely obese, can
recount a litany of diets, drugs,
therapies and bizarre and even
dangerous remedies to which
they've resorted. Most are yo-
yo dieters, some of whom lose
huge amounts of weight —
sometimes 100 pounds or
more — only to regain it all.
Others have simply given up
and gotten progressively fatter.

In the past decade, as sci-
ence has searched mostly in
vain for new drugs and other
ways of treating obesity, doc-
tors have begun turning to
another remedy: gastric bypass
surgery. Although there are
several dozen variations of the
gastric bypass, all obesity oper-
ations are designed to shrink
the size of the stomach, which
stores and processes food, from
a capacity of 30 to 50 ounces
to one to two ounces, the
equivalent of five bites. The
surgeon then reroutes a por-
tion of the small intestine,
attaching a Y-shaped piece to
the new, smaller stomach. This
allows food to bypass the duo-
denum and part of the

Erik E. M. Meyers, 32, once weighed 740 pounds. His surgeon per-

S far e has lost about,500 pounds,.3

forpmed what doctors consider to be the-most drastic form of obesity surgery

2 ofthem in the first year.
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Duptey M. Brooks / Washington Post

jejunum, reducing the absorp-
tion of calories as well as vital
nutrients, including calcium
and B vitamins by shortening
the length of the small intes-
tine through which food trav-
els.

In many patients the bypass -

causes “dumping,” a sick feeling
characterized by nausea, sweat-
ing, faintness, diarrhea and
dizziness, when patients eat
one bite too much or consume
sweets.

While surgery is too drastic,
expensive and permanent a
solution ever to attract the
legions of desperate dieters
who snapped up the hugely
popular weight-loss drug com-
bination fen-phen or the mul-
titudes who have flocked to
high-fat, low carbohydrate fad
diets, the procedure is generat-
ing considerable interest. Some
of that interest is fueled by the
Web, home to dozens of obesi-
ty surgery sites and chat
groups. And some of the buzz
has been created by the experi-
ences of such celebrities as
Roseanne Barr, who underwent
surgery in 1998 and has credit-
ed the operation with “chang-
ing my life”

Georgeann Mallory, execu-
tive director of the 520-mem-
ber American Society for
Bariatric Surgery, estimates
that about 40,000 patients,
most of them women, undergo
obesity surgery annually, an
increase of about 20 percent
from two years ago. "Our
members tell us that it's defi-
nitely on the increase,” she
said.

Many bariatric surgeons —
and a growing number of
physicians who treat weight
loss with less-invasive methods
— contend that surgery is the
only way many morbidly obese
patients can lose weight and
keep it off. But surgery should
be considered a last resort, they
say, and the risks of the opera-
tion must be balanced against
the consequences of obesity
and its attendant diseases.

“For people who really need
surgery, the people who are
200 and 300 pounds over-

‘weight; it's'not a question of+ i+

diéts'or willpower” sdid Edward

iv

i
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Before his surgery in 1998, Erik E. M. Meyers was unable to work and stayed in his house for months at a time.

H. Livingston, director of
bariatric surgery and vice
chairman of the department of
surgery at UCLA Medical
Center. “Nothing else works for
them."

“As little as five years ago at
most professional obesity meet-
ings surgery wasn't taken seri-
ously, but that's changing," said
Kelly Brownell, director of the
Yale University Center for
Eating and Weight Disorders.
The change has been spurred
in part by the findings of a
large long-term Swedish study
involving more than 1,600
patients that American obesity
researchers are watching with
interest. Launched in 1992, the
Swedish Obese Subjects study
has found that patients who
underwent gastric bypass lost
considerably more weight and
had greater improvements in
their physical and mental
health than those treated in a
conventional obesity program
emphasizing diet and exercise.

“We know that eating is a
habit, a behavior,” said Joseph
D. Afram, chief of surgery at
Columbia Hospital for Women
and one of Washington's
busiest bariatrie surgeons; who

“recefitly 6perated bn an entire: "\
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family. “The only factor that
can control your overeating is a
smaller stomach. But after
stirgery, patients have to
change their behavior. They
have to eat very slowly, taking
about five bites in 10 minutes.
They can't eat and drink at the
same time. And they'll find if
they eat one bite too much or
they eat certain foods such as
sweets, they'll get sick."

Modern gastric bypass
surgery was developed 40 years
ago by Edward E. Mason, a sur-
geon at the University of lowa
and the founding president of
the bariatric surgeons society.
Mason observed that patients
who underwent irreversible
operations to remove large
parts of their stomachs or
intestines to treat cancer or
severe ulcers lost a lot of
weight and remained under-
weight regardless of what or
how much they ate. They also
suffered from severe “dumping"
every time they ate. After sev-
eral modifications of the proce-
dure — and a period when
obesity surgery fell out of favor
because of deaths from a dif-
ferent, dangerous operation
confusingly called the intestinal
bypass ~doctors in the early

I RG 201 |
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1990s began performing a
modern version of the gastric
bypass. The most common pro-
cedure, named after a French
surgeon, is called the Roux-en-
Y, and accounts for most of the
operations performed today in
the United States.

Gertrude Brummitt, 50, of
Mount Rainier, Md,, is all too
familiar with the humiliations
faced by super-obese patients
who need medical attention.
Several years ago when she fell
and hurt her arm, paramedics
had to summon a firetruck to
round up the nine people nec-
essary to hoist her 500-pound
body into the ambulance. “I
heard all the fat jokes,” recalled
Brummiitt, who underwent an
extensive gastric bypass in
March 1998.

Since then Brummitt has
lost 250 pounds and hopes to
return to work later this year
after three years on disability.
“Now I can sit in a chair, get
into bed by myself and cook
and clean and hold a baby in
my lap,” said Brummitt, who
was bedridden before her
surgery. She no longer suffers
from cellulitis, a spreading bac-
terial-infection beneath the
skin, or asthma or blood clots,
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No, they're not talking to themselves

VALLI HERMAN- COHEN
Los Angeles Times

They're not crazy. And
they're not secret agents.

They are anxious cell-phone
users.

Upon closer inspection,
you'll see little wires coming
out of their ears. The wires are
attached to the phones. The
phones are tucked into pock- *
ets.

Why?

These folks are trying to put
maximum distance between
their brains and any radiation
emitted by their convenient
little gadgets. After a number
of studies over a period of six
years that examined whether
cell phones present a health
danger, troubling questions
remain about how much radi-
ation the devices might be
sending into the brain, possi-
bly causing cancer or tumors.

A growing number of users
have taken to heart recom-
mendations to keep the phone
and its antenna at least several
inches away from their heads.

“There is a danger that peo-
ple will think that you are a
disturbed individual talking to
yourself,” said California state
Sen. Tom Hayden, who uses an
ear wire. ‘I think it's funny and
irrelevant, and we'll get used to
it.”

The cell phone studies were
completed late last year by
Wireless Technology Research,
an independent research
group in Washington, D.C,,
under the sponsorship of the
wireless phone industry's trade
association, which remains
confident that its products are
safe.

“The overwhelming majori-
ty of those studies showed that
radio frequencies at the wire-
less phone level weren't con-
sidered toxic to the body,” said
Jo-Anne Basile, vice president
for external and industry rela-
tions at the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry
Association in Washington,
D.C. She said a Web site,
www.phonefacts.net, contains
the details of government and

The ear wires are big with some of the real estate crowd, including agents
Moe Abourched, left, John Breidt, Kimberlee Gerston, Matt Epstein and
Cathy Cressy. "l insisted that everyone I work with get one,” said Epstein.

association findings.

The studies inspired an
investigation on ABC's “20/20"
in October and also caught the
attention of Hayden, who
plans to introduce state legisla-
tion within the next several
weeks that could require cellu-
lar telephone sellers to post
information about possible
health risks, and to offer head-
sets or hands-free earpieces
for sale with the phones.

For the last several months,
Hayden has been wearing an
earpiece and keeping his cell
phone in his jacket side pock-
et. He's become a role model
to his associates but doesn't
make a big deal of it.

“I don't go on and on about
it because you know, I'm not
big on personal moralizing
and preaching,” he said. ‘I
think they know that I've
done my homework and that I
wouldn't be introducing legis-
lation if it wasn't a serious
matter.”

His bill asks that California
cell-phone retailers offer a
hands-free earpiece or headset
for sale with contracts or
phones. Further, cell-phone
manufacturers would have to
provide retailers with a sign
that advises consumers about
the “possible link between cel-
lular telephone service usage
and brain tumors and memo-
ry loss and that federal studies
are inconclusive”

~“If there is an alternative to
being'a guinea pig in a giant
experiment to determine if
you should microwave your

Bowts YARO / Los Angeles Times

}

brain, I figure we should take

some action,” Hayden said.

“Why not be better safe than °

b

sorry?”

Ironically, these concerns
have become an effective cat)

alyst for safer driving. Laura
Kovach, an account executive

at Anthony Mora Public 12
Relations, said the scare com-
pelled her to use the earpiece'
that came with her phone. !

“Not only is it good for
keeping that radiation sup-
posedly away from your

head, but it allows you to be
a more conscientious driver ’
and be hands free,” she said. "

Converts to earpieces are
liking the freedom that it
gives them. “It's definitely a
lot easier,” Whiteley said.

“I'm sitting here eating lunch

and talking to my roommate
at the same time.”
Some, like Epstein, are

prepared to endure the stares:

until either headsets become
more widespread or the stud-
ies are more conclusive.

“I know a lot of this is up
in the air," Epstein said. “As a
case study, I'd rather be alive.
If I find out in a few years
that the reports are false —
fine. So what if people think.
I look like Madonna wearing
my headset?

W&Id horses,. folklore come,.,,to USU%

b eriarate Tl
MEDIA RELATIONS
Utah State University

A folklorist from the
Nevada Arts Council will be in
residence at Utah State
University March 20 through
31, working with USU'’s
Folklore Program and Archives.
Andrea Graham, Folk Arts
Program coordinator for the
Nevada Arts Council, has been
selected by the American
Folklore Society (AFS) to be this
year's AFS Public Sector
Resident.

“This is a wonderful way to
bring the excitement and expe-
rience of active folklore work
into the academic arena,” said
Barre Toelken, director of
USU's Folklore Program. “The
resident has an opportunity to
pursue research interests and
our students and faculty bene-
fit immensely from the colle-
gial exchange.”

USU's Folklore Program will
host a reception in Graham'’s
honor March 24, and anyone
interested in meeting her is
invited. The reception will be
held in the Fife Folklore
Archives, Merrill Library, room
102, from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Anyone who would like to talk
with Graham about her public
sector work or wild horses can
contact her at USU at (435)
797-2869 or 797-3493.

Ml

ndy

"Graham ﬁas ﬁO years expe-
rience working in the folklore
public sector. She has been a
consulting folklore fieldworker,
reporter for a local newspaper, .
freelance writer and, since
1990, has coordinated the Folk
Arts Program for the Nevada
Arts Council. She directs the
annual Nevada Folk Arts
Apprenticeship Program and
produces public programs, fes-
tivals, exhibits and concerts
that celebrate the diversity and
rich cultural heritage of
Nevada.

While at USU, Graham will
research the heritage of wild
horses in the Great Basin, :
including the folklore and tra-
ditional culture surrounding
wild horses in the West. This
project stems from a U.S. Forest
Service/National Endowment
for the Arts grant to study arts
projects in rural communities.
This grant culminates in an
exhibit of hand-colored photos
of wild horses by photographer
Paula Morin, accompanied by
text taken from interviews with
people who work with and
around the horses.

The residency program,
originally developed in collabo-
ration with Indiana University,
has alternated between Utah
State University and Western
Kentucky since 1996, Toelken
said.

Student Advocate VP
Help Me Help You @
WWW. mmd\,go com
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The Aggies’ offense was
slowed to a halt as Utah State
University's softball team
opened up it's conference sea-
son losing two of three games
against New Mexico State
University in Las Cruces, N.M.,
Saturday and Sunday.

The Aggies (10-19 overall, 1-
2 Big West Conference) split a
doubleheader Saturday, win-
ning 5-3 and losing 4-0 against
the southern Aggies before
losing again Sunday, 3-0.

In the first game, USU
started the top of the first
inning with two runs. Four dif-
ferent batters contributed to
the scoring as Breanne
Nickle's single brought in .
catcher Heather Curtis and
Stephanie Vasarhely took
advantage of Eva DeJarnette's
ground out to extend the
Aggie lead to 2-0.

In the second inning,
Vasarhely struck again, this
time batting Tiffany Pugmire
and Markean Neal in with a
double.

NMSU (16-16, 2-4) cut the
lead to one with a three-run
inning in the fourth, but USU
pitcher Kristin Hommel held
the southern Aggies scoreless
for the other six innings with
only five hits. Hommel, who is
now 4-8 on the season, struck
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Women'’s hoops

NCAA TOURNAMENT
All the women's game updates
and round-ups on Page 9.

ZaK Larsen / Statesman file

Sophomore Tiffany Pugmire takes a swing during practice this spring. USU's offense stuggled in both losses to New Mexico State.

out 11 batters.

USU scored an insurance
run in the sixth inning, but it
was the last one they would
score in the weekend as they
were shutout in the remaining
two games.

In the second game
Saturday night, the USU bats
only managed five hits. Only
senior Sandy Taylor hit well,
smacking a double and a sin-
gle in three at bats. The visit-
ing Aggies also had two errors

NCAATOURNAMENT

North Carolina and Florida round
out unlikely Final Four match-ups

“(APY Two long shot teams’ ' “**Michigan Stafe 1§ 0rie of the *

who were on the NCAA tour-
nament bubble two weeks
ago are headed for the Final
Four along with the last No.
1 seed in the field and a
racehorse team
that nearly went
out in the first
round.

North Carolina
and Wisconsin,
both No. 8 seeds,
join No. 1 seed
Michigan State
and No. 5 Florida
in the climax of
the college basketball season
with the national semifinals
set for next Saturday at the
RCA Dome in Indianapolis.

For the Tar Heels.and
Badgers, the Final Four
berths are payoffs for peak-
ing at the end of difficult
seasons. For the Spartans
and Gators, the trip to
Indianapolis is an opportuni-
ty to punctuate successful
seasons.

At No. 8, Wisconsin and
North Carolina are the low-
est seeds to reach the Final
Four since No. 11 LSU made
it in 1986. The last No. 8 to
get this far was Villanova,
which won the national
championship from that spot
in 1985. :

Wisconsin (22-13) vs.
Michigan State (30-7)

Wisconsin finished sixth
in the Big Ten but has lost
just three games since Feb. 2,
all of them to conference
champion Michigan State,
winners of nine straight.

“We haven't figured out a
way to score against them
yet," coach Dick Bennett said.

in the nightcap, in contrast to
the perfect fielding in the first
and third games.

Freshman pitcher Xochitl
Ramirez (3-4) allowed four hits
in four innings before Amy
Settlemeir relieved her in the
fifth inning.

NMSU's Amber Mosher
shined in the final game of
the three-game swing as she
allowed only five hits (not
allowing more than one hit in
an inning) and didn't allow a

single walk.

As in the first game, the
southern Aggies scored all
three runs in one inning, this
time in the third. One scored
on a wild pitch while the other
two came in on a home run
by Mosher. ;

Hommel picked up the loss,
giving up three runs in nearly
three innings. Junior Kelly
Warner replaced Hommel in
the third inning and pitched
more than three shutout

innings.

USU will have a stop in Salt
Lake City for a non-conference
doubleheader against the
University of Utah before
coming home to play the
University of the Pacific for
three games. At LaRee and
LeGrand Johnson Field, the
Aggies will battle the Tigers in
a doubleheader Saturday (1
and 3 p.m.), before finishing it
out with a game Sunday at 1
p.am.
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premier defensive teams in
the country. They're hard to
score against.”

Michigan State coach Tom
Izzo knows the three earlier
games don't matter
much now against a
Wisconsin team
that is in the Final
Four for the first
| time in 59 years.

“I don't
think it's ever easy
to beat a team twice
or beat a team
three times,” he
said. "We know it's going to
be tough to beat a team four
times. They are on a roll and
making shots now.”

These are two grind-it-out
teams with Michigan State
depending on the senior
leadership of Mateen
Cleaves, Charlie Bell and
Morris Peterson and
Wisconsin riding the hot 3-
point shooting of Division II
transfer Jon Bryant.

Take it from Mike Kelley,
the Badgers aren’t going to
roll over now.

“We had a chance for a
letdown after Fresno State,
after Arizona, and after LSU,”
he said. “We could have fall-
en to that temptation, but we
didn't. We are a very compet-
itive group. It doesn't matter
if it is basketball or bridge,
we all go out to win."

North Carolina (22-13) vs.
Florida (28-7)

For the Tar Heels, this
marks a 15th trip to the
Final Four and third in the
past four years. It was one of
the least expected. Coach Bill

Florida 77, Oklahoma St. 65

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) —
Florida filled the final spot in
one of the most unlikely Final
Fours in years, wearing down
yet another higher-seeded,
more experienced team.

With seven sophomores and
freshmen in the 10-man rota-
tion, the fifth-seeded Gators
beat third-seeded Oklahoma
State and its seven seniors 77-
65 Sunday in the East Regional
final. ~

Led by 34-year-old coach
Billy Donovan, the Gators will
play resurgent North Carolina,
which beat Tulsa 59-55 in the
South Regional final, on
Saturday in Indianapolis.
Wisconsin, like North Carolina
an eighth seed, will play
Michigan State, the only No. 1
seed left, in the other semifinal.

The Gators' only other trip
to the Final Four was in 1994,
when most of the current play-
ers were in grade school and
Donovan was about to become
the youngest head coach in
Division I at Marshall.

Using the same press that
wore down fourth-seeded
Illinois in the second round
and top-seeded Duke in the
regional semifinals, Florida (28-
7) forced Oklahoma State (27-7)
into turnovers and also wore
the Cowboys down.

North Carolina 59, Tulsa 55

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — In
a dazzling turnaround for a
team that barely made the
tournament, North Carolina
is returning to the Final
Four.

Only this time, the Tar

lowa State’s Brandon Hawkins hangs on the rim in an earlier
NCAA game. ISU was eliminated by Michigan State Saturday.

Heels are underdogs. And,
even stranger, they're being
led by a freshman.

Joseph Forte, the first
freshman to lead North
Carolina in scoring, had 10
of his 28 points during a 14-
4 second-half run that broke
open a tie game and sent the

Tar Heels to a 59-55 victory
over Tulsa in the South
Regional final Sunday.

“You can only dream
about this,” Forte said.

North Carolina (22-13)
earned its record-tying 15th
Final Four trip and third in

- the last four years.

AggiESAND OTHER ACTION

Saturday
Softball (game one)
Utah State 5

New Mexico St. 3

Softball (game two)
Utah State (0]
New Mexico St. 4

Sunday

Softball (game three)
Utah State 10
New Mexico St. 11

NCAA Tournament

South Region Final
North Carolina 59
Tulsa 55

East Region Final
Florida i
Olklahoma St. 65

Midwest Region Final
Michigan St. 75
lowa St. 64

West Region Final
Wisconsin 64
Purdue 60

Baseball

club upbeat
about first
season

REUBEN WADSWORTH
Sports Writer

This is the first year of
real college baseball at
Utah State University, said
club organizer Ben
Wolford.

Wolford was the driving
force in organizing a club
baseball team this year and
is now the team’s head
coach. USU has had a team
before, but it didn't play by
the rules and fielded play-
ers that weren't USU stu-
dents, he said. According to
Wolford, that team mainly
played city league teams
while the team this year
plays college opponents.

The new club has
already competed in four
games, two against
Colorado Northwestern
Community College
(CNCC) and two against
Weber State University on
Saturday. The club split its
two games with CNCC, los-
ing the first by a score of
11-0, then came back to
win the second 9-1.

The club was defeated
by Weber State 9-5 and 4-1
on Saturday. Wolford said
his squad played the
Wildcats close each game,
but Weber had a couple of
lucky hits.

To start the club,
Wolford first received
approval from Deann
Williams, who is in charge
of club sports. Then he put
some signs up to advertise
tryouts, he said. He was
surprised with the lack of
interest at first. Only about
30 men showed up for try-
outs. He had to cut some
of them, he said, but the
majority were kept on the
team.

Now, with the help of
assistant coaches Spencer
Smith and Rhett Ogden,
Wolford is trying to build a
strong program.

Wolford said even
though the club is in its
first year, he expects it to
be c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>