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Outdoor Recreation Center 
opens Yurt for student use 

THE YURT IS LOCATED 4 miles up the Blind Hollow Trail is avail
able for overnight use by Utah State University students, faculty and 
staff members./ORC file photo 

own 

HEATHER STRASBURG 

Staff Writer 

Located 4 miles up Blind 
Hollow trail is a little-known 
hideaway created for Utah 
State Universirv students and 
staff members only. It's a yurt. 

Traditional yurts in 
Mongolia use the hides of 
animals to cover their lattice 
walls. The USU yurt, run by 
the Outdoor Recreation 
Center, is made with canvas 
and vinyl-coated nylon. It's a 
circular-looking strucrnre 
with a skylight and rafters 
that slope at about 30 
degrees. 

The yurt was built by 
~orm Gultra, a former USU 
student, in the summer of 
1995. 

"The yurt was built for a 
variety of reasons," said 
Kevin Kobe, director of the 
ORC. "One of them was how 
cost- prohibitive it was for 
"C"SU students to visit yurts in 
other areas. Students would 
he charged twice what we 
charge. This gives USU stu
dents the opporninity for a 
yurt experience." 

Yurcs provide many enjoy
able experiences, Kobe said. 

"You can see constellat10ns 
without the city lights, animal 
tracks in the snow and if 
you're lucky you'll be there to 
watch a storm roll through," 
Kobe said. 

Before planning a trip to 
the yurt, students should be 
aware of the risks and precau
tions they should take. 

"Students who are just 
renting should have a good 
un<lerstan<ling of back coun
try skiing or snow-shoeing. 
It's a pretty long route with 
high rises in elevation," said 
Kobe. "It takes about 3 to 5 
hours so you should be in 
fairly decent shape. \Ve call 
this course intermediate to 

ALBERT REICHERT SI PPS down some hot chocolate after spending the night in front of the Outdoor 
Recreation Center so he could be first in line for Uyrt reservations Tuesday morning . "You don't really 
need to camp out," Reichert said, "it's just kind of for the fun of it." /Zak Larson photo 

advanced." 
"\Ve also <lo official orga

nized trips with the ORC that 
can help prepare people a lit
tle more," Kobe said. 

Kobe said stu<lents who 
want to take the Yurt trip in 
January shoul<l start training 
now. 

"It's important to keep stu
dents engaged in healthy 
lifestyles, an<l it's also a great 
way to meet people with simi
lar interests, intimately," he 
said. "With eight people 

:,l, 

jammed into a circular struc
ture, you have to." 

The yurt can be reserved 
beginning today at 10 a.m. 
More information about 
prices and rules is available at 
the ORC Web site, 
www.usu.edu/ ore 

The ORC will host a slide 
show about the yurt Dec. 6 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Visual building, Room 150. 
The slide show will be pre
sented by two USU students 
who hiked the Pacific Crest 

Trail, which stretches from 
Mexico to Canada. The ORC 
will also offer a raffle for a 
two-night stay at the yurt for 
the price of one on New Years 
weekend. Tickets for the raf
fle cost $1 and can be pur
chased at the ORC or their 
table outside the TSC. 

The Yurt is "an absolute 
wonder of winter in the back 
country," Kobe said. 

The preseason rate for the 
yurt is $60 a night, applicable 
through Christmas Day. 
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