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$t1MMARY '~1D C'ONCLUSION 
,,' \ 

" About five per cent· of, :the Utah verse has, high literary 
, . 

quality. About seventy":'f1,ve" percent 'is topprdlnary and' 
... - -'. ' . 

. po:or'in qUa,lity .. ··to ~erit oonsideration. for rea.ding, material 

'·espeoia.lly" in the schools of Utah. About 1'1 va' per cent· 1s too 
" , 

~highly colored w1ththeogical doctrine, though itel~te'rary' 

quailty· i~ above ordinaryo. "About,ten pe:r ce,nt shows proPlise. 

The-relative quantity'of the poetry most l~terary in quality 
j 

remains fa.irly' constant at <about three per c'ent. The theme 
" , 

of general phl,lO;sophy' of life has ,the hi,ghest, frequency in " " 

In', the' nineteenth century t:Q,e. frequency: of ,Utah poetry~, 
., . - . 

themes highly c:olored ~,'With, religion was almost as' .high b~t 

fr9m 1900 declined rap'idly. 'The, fre~ue:r:tcy of the' theme of 

'nature hae'.'inorea.s~d rapidly since 1920. The' frequency of 

poem~ .. colored with s,ectarlan!sm h~s gone, from .15.9 per cent in 

1900 to 1.6p'ercent !11.·1933. F'rom 1900 to ,the "present the 

,philosophy of immortality ,has under gone a great change from 

an expression :of,' oertainty '~n life here~ft:er, to 'an expression 

of doubt. The rae,ults: of the questionnaire indicate that' the 

commo.n. notion re'lative 'to themes, ~n Utah poe:try is' that themes 
, . - . 

of religious cha.racter~lccur 'with' higher frequency than any 

other. . This,' is true';' of 'the nineteenth century but throughout 

,the entire pe':riod"from ,18,40 to'1934 the theme' of religicns 
" ' ., 

character, . including 'the strictly religiou's in purpose, the' 
';, ' -

, -- . 

sectarian and the· pa.rtially religi<?us, has' a fr'equency of 
I 

. ! 
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APPEND.I;K ~', , " ; 

',- 4, 

, A QUEStIONNAIRE'" 

Dear Fel;tow Worker:, 

A mor~ appreciat,ive ax-grind~r than the' one 'now,',bidding 
for's, gopdturn will be, hard' to find. In thefol1owing"quee­
tionnaire please place-a' check on .the blank preceding the, 
state$ent or question that indioates your answer or opinion. 

, Then return the ,questionna.ire in the ,.stamped envelope. The 
success ,of' my master's thesis will'depend'upon,a. few thought-
ful', strokes ,of your 'pen., Thanks. ' ' , 

I. hold the"posltidn:,of: :~,Supt. ~ Prin., ~,S~pervlsor. 

1. Whatp.la.c'e' should Utah poetry oco'upy ,in the elementary 
schools of Utah? ' 

None. 
--- Incidental or suppleIp.en~ary reading. 

--- Basis of' a de:f1ni te course., ' 

2. What, plaoe shouid ft'occupy it1"' the seco~dary sohools' of, 
Utah? ' " 

None. 
---, , Incidental or supplementa'ryreading. ' 

Basis Of a definite oourse. ---
3. What are the'objeotions to its introduction into·Utah 
schools?, 

Popular pre jud,ioe. " 
---Poor literary quality~ 

Sectaria.n. , --- No significant educational value. '---
4. How would you rank Utah poetry with local geography or ,,' 

local nature study assubjects'in the: school curriculum? 
No importance. ' 

-----'Less importance. 
__ ~',_,Equal importance. ' 

5. What considera.tion have, YQU. ever given question.s No.1, or 21 ' 
None. .,' , ' --- Casual or incidental ,thought. 

----- Serious thought. 
Idea suggested to me by some one,'el'se. ' 

6. ShoUld college courses in Utah poetry-be taught tor 
tee.,chers? ' 

Yes. 
--- No. 

7~\Vhat hav,e you done to stimulate" on ,the part of students 

,I 
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APPENDIX B: 

A QUESTIOmTl\.:':FJ~ 

Denr Fellow Student: 

The following questionnaire is designed tQ obtain certain desired information 
to be used ~n a thesis concerning' an analytical study of the poetry of Utah. 
Kindly underline the' yes' or the fno' in answer to each question. Thanks. 

1. Is your home in Utah? YES NO MALE FEMALE JUNIOR COLLEGE SENIOR COLLEGE 
2. Are you a prospective English teacher? YES NO 
5. Are you an English major? YES NO 
4. Do you think Utah poetry should be taught in the element8:r:'Y and secondary 

schools of Utah? YES NO 
5. Would you be· interested in a college course in Utah poetry? YES NO 
6. Would you be interested in teaching Utah poetry? YES NO " 
7.' Do you think pfu~neers of Utah wrote any distinctive poetry? YES NO 
8. Do you think Utah poetry too religious in 'character and purpose to be worth­

while? YES NO 
9. Do you think Utah poetry too ordinRry in literary quality to receive serious 

consideration? YES NO 
lq. Has an anthology of Utah verse ~ver been published? YES ~O 
11. Is -5arah·.,E. Carmichael considered one af the best or. Utah pioneer poets? 

YES NO . 
12. Did'Evan Stephens write UtahAs state song? YES NO 
15. l;>id Susa Young Gates write "0, My Father"? YES NO 
14 •. rS.-:~,'E1ias" a poem about the exodus of the Vt~h pioneers? YES NO 
15. 'Are there any Utah poets listed in WHOfS WHO? YES NO 
16. Did Eliza R. Snow write "Come, Come,.Ye Saints"? YES NO 
17. Is "Added Upon" !".n epic poem? YES NO 
18. Is Orson F. Whitney's poetry wholly religious in purpose? YES NO 
19. Was "The Exiles" written by Alfred Osmond? YES' NO 

.: 

20. Have the philosophy, treatment and themes or subject matter of recent Utah 
. poetry undergone marked change in comparison to those of earlier Utah poet­
.ry? YES NO 

21. Underline the theme you think hns been most used in the Utah poetry from 
1849 ~o 1954: Religion NATURE LOVE GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE ETHICS 
OEATH IMMORTALITY PIONEERS PATRIOTISM HIDAOR . 

22. Underline those who are utah pdets: RUTH MAY FOX GRACE INGLES FROST 
JOSEPH L. TOWNSEND ROBERT FROST ALFRED LAMBOURNE CLAIRE S. BOYER EDVlIN 
ARLINGTON ROBINSON THEODORE CURTIS HANNiUiT. KING JOHN LYON . 

25. ~lease match the' following by placing the letter preceding the title of 

" ......... 

each poem before the author of that poem: 

!
a) Lo~e and the Light ( ) bl 0 Ye Mountains High . ( ) 
c 0, My Father ( ) dl The Happy Humorist ( ) 
e Utah, We Lov. Thee ( ) 

I
f) Ballads of Life ( ) 
g) ~~en It's Spring Time in the Rookies ( 
h) Utah Sings ( ) 
i) MaY'Blossom~ ( , 

() We Sage Brush Folks ( ) 

'I'Jlll-mt.~ ........ ~~~ 

Orson F. Whitney 
Evan Stephen~ 
Alfred Osmond 
Charles W. Penrose 
Ellza R.Snow 
An Anthology of Utah Verse 
) Ruth May Fox 
J. H. Ward 
Mary Hale Woolsey 
Annie Pike Greenwood 
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'. SUPERINTENDENTS t COMMENTS' 

'The following. are ,the oomments written by the ,s'llpertnte~dents _ 
who ~newered' the quest,lonnaire. 

'''It'should.be stuQ.1ed if it haa real literary value." 

, "Can' someone verify i tsquall ty." and worth?" 

. .. "Don't think we Shouldst:my Utah poetry i,ust beoause 
i tis local. ,,'If.,' it has' real, 11 terary merit" ,t ~ t 'part of , 
it should be included in our literattW6 Qourses~1t ' 

, ttl am' not competent to' give an intelligent opinion .. ": 

College' courses to be given :for'''those who choose." 
, , 

' ''Has tTtah'any~eoognized po'eta? I -'think.tha t Utah' 
poems may well reoeive some attention in ourechools;but 
unt~l some ,are: re'ally. recogn;1zed a.,~ -a leading' ~oe't, his 
,.ork shQuld not be made the, baels"c:o'f,' a course. , 

Basie ,of a. deflni te course If in larger, schoo-is,~'" 

" '::'On 'nUmber 6. "Utah poetryoo~d become a part of, the 
material' considered." " 

" "Utah: ha.s ,iriany latent poets who ne,ed,' encourag'ement and 
direction. Such., talents shouid no.tb,e, fallowed." ' 

"'I did' not answer No.3. I think' poetry':should" be: 
taught, hut we should teach the poetrY, that fits the age and 
maturity of our children, whether it ia Utah poetry or Iowa 
poetry should. not enter."· ' , 

On numher 3'~'~' "Builclers of ourriculaprobably havn t t 
, , th'ought· of, it." 

"The sUbjeot f.qr, your--i~aster f s thes1e. so~ds int'er,esti:ng. n 

,e. ffFor'~To.:-::3 I wou~d say teachers,'not qlla11:ried to teach 
. succe'sefullY .. Utah or any o'therpoetry. If:' , 

, '. -,. , . . 

On No.6 .. " "There ,are too many courses in Qollege now. 
It'could be a part of a course. ff , 

"I bellev.s a. l1ttle'stim:Ulatlon -of creativ.e. writing by " 
students 'in all "grade's would be about . a,s u.seful language, 
tra.1n1ng as can be given. ~ , :',' " 

,'."' , 


