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Smallpox

Unnamed, undated photo of man with 

smallpox taken from CDC website.

Image of smallpox virus taken from CDC website.



Smallpox in Utah

Graph made by Ericka Stone. Data taken from Utah Department of Health.



Quarantine in Northern Utah
● In Practice

● Negligence

● In the Media

● Officials

● Children

23 Dec. 1903, San Francisco Call, p. 1.



Quarantine in Practice
● Cancellation of 

community events and 

schools

● Case reporting

● Quarantine flags

● Pest houses

Quarantine house and unnamed people, ca. 1908, Logan, UT. 

Photo from USU Historical Photo Collection.



Quarantine Negligence
● Fines for concealment

● Quarantine breaking

● Law enforcement

21 Jun. 1903, Salt Lake Herald-Republican, p. 12.

1 Apr. 1901, Deseret Evening News, p. 1.



Quarantine and the Media
● Publicity

● Misinformation

28 Jan. 1917. Salt Lake Herald-Republican, p. 11.

3 May 1905, Logan Republican, p. 8.



Conclusion
● Newspapers as sources of mass 

communication.

● Case reporting in 1900s vs today.

● Reports of misinformation and 

rumors.

30 Jan. 1896. Logan Journal, p. 1.



Bibliography of Newspapers
● “As to Smallpox.” 25 Aug. 1900, Logan Nation, p. 1.

● “Citizens, Attention!” 30 Jan. 1896. Logan Journal, p. 1.

● “Epidemic of Smallpox Raging in Northern Utah.” 23 Dec. 1903, San Francisco Call, p. 1.

● “Hyde Park Happenings.” 3 May 1905, Logan Republican, p. 8.

● “Hyrum People Will Enjoy Freedom Again.” 9 Mar. 1918, Logan Republican, p. 2.

● “Local Briefs.” 18 Apr. 1903, Logan Nation, p. 8.

● “Logan Smallpox.” 17 Jan. 1883, Salt Lake Herald-Republican, p. 8.

● “Mendon News.” 13 Apr. 1912, Logan Republican, p. 7.

● “News from Franklin, Ida.” 24 Dec. 1912, Logan Republican, p. 6.

● “Notice.” 22 Aug. 1900, Logan Nation, p. 1.

● “One Death Occurs.” 22 Aug. 1900, Logan Nation, p. 1.

● “Pest House Negligence.” 1 Apr. 1901, Deseret Evening News, p. 1.

● “Quarantine Smallpox Cases.” 9 Apr. 1912, Ogden Evening Standard, p. 6.

● “Results of the School Vaccination.” 8 Feb. 1921, Logan Republican, p. 1.

● “Says Smallpox Reports ‘Grossly Exaggerated.’” 28 Jan. 1917. Salt Lake Herald-Republican, p. 11.

● “Small Pox.” 11 Aug. 1882, Utah Journal, p. 3.

● “Smallpox.” 6 Jan. 1883, Ogden Herald, p. 3.

● “Smallpox Here.” 18 Aug. 1900, Logan Nation, p. 1.

● “Special Ordinances.” 27 May 1905, Logan Republican, p. 4.

● “Stop Quarantine Breaking.” 21 Jun. 1903, Salt Lake Herald-Republican, p. 12.

● “Will Continue to Quarantine.” 9 Apr. 1912, Logan Republican, p. 5.



Selected Bibliography
● “Dr Oliver Cromwell Ormsby (1843-1916).” Find a Grave, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/39967995/oliver-cromwell-ormsby.

● Johnson, Brandon. “Smallpox in Koosharem.” Utah Stories from the Beehive Archive, Utah Humanities, 11 Mar. 2007, 

https://www.utahhumanities.org/stories/items/show/91.

● Ochmann, Sophie, and Max Roser. “Smallpox.” Our World in Data, 28 June 2018, https://ourworldindata.org/smallpox.

● “Quarantine House, 'Small Pox' Sign Near the Door, 1903 (CNcs153).” USU Digital History Collections, Digitized by: Utah State 

University, Merrill-Cazier Library, 1903, https://cdm16944.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16944coll10/id/287.

● “Reportable Diseases: Utah, 1900-1909.” Bureau of Epidemiology, Utah Department of Health, 

https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1900-1909.pdf.

● “Reportable Diseases: Utah, 1910-1919.” Bureau of Epidemiology, Utah Department of Health, 

https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1910-1919.pdf. 

● “Reportable Diseases: Utah, 1920-1929.” Bureau of Epidemiology, Utah Department of Health, 

https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1920-1929.pdf. 

● “Reportable Diseases: Utah, 1930-1939.” Bureau of Epidemiology, Utah Department of Health, 

https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1930-1939.pdf. 

● “Reportable Diseases: Utah, 1940-1949.” Bureau of Epidemiology, Utah Department of Health, 

https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1940-1949.pdf.

● “Smallpox.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 12 July 2017, https://www.cdc.gov/smallpox/index.html.

● “Smallpox Photos.” Smallpox Disease Photos and Images--Educate Staff and Patients about Smallpox, Immunization Action 

Coalition (IAC), 14 Jan. 2021, https://www.immunize.org/photos/smallpox-photos.asp.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/39967995/oliver-cromwell-ormsby
https://www.utahhumanities.org/stories/items/show/91
https://cdm16944.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16944coll10/id/287
https://epi.health.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1940-1949.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/smallpox/index.html
https://www.immunize.org/photos/smallpox-photos.asp



