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development, each adolescent was not given an identity score 

as such •. Instead, overall relationships were noted. 

Data Collection Procedures 

Initial contact with the adolescent subjects was made 

during class period in the first month of their first 

quarter in college. The criteria for participating in the 

study were explained. students meeting the previously 

stated criteria were asked to participate. Participation 

was voluntary, and approximately 25% agreed to participate. 

The nature of the study was explained, including its purpose 

(i.e. , to learn more about grandparent-grandchild 

relationships) and what participation would entail. 

Subjects were assured of confidentiality. Frequencies were 

generated in order to categorize the subjects based on 

demographic data and quantity of grandparent involvement. 

Adolescents were classified by high to none on grandparent 

involvement. 
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RESULTS 

The sample consists of 82 female college freshmen in 

the Family and Human Development introductory courses at 

Utah State University. The age range of adolescent subjects 

is 18 to 20 years with a mean age of 18.23 years. 

Grandparent age ranges from 56 to 92 years with a mean of 

71.93. The grandparent group selected by the adolescent 

subjects is comprised of 94.60% (n=77) grandmothers and 

5.40% (n=6) grandfathers. Of the grandparents identified by 

the adolescent subjects as the one to whom they felt the 

closest, 12.00% (n=10) were deceased at the time of the 

study (Table 1) . Two of the deceased grandparents were 

male, and eight were female. 

Correlations between the four identity status levels 

(Achievement; Moratorium; Foreclosure; and Diffusion) are 

presented in Table 2. Significant correlations noted are 

positive for Moratorium and Diffusion and negative for 

Moratorium and Achievement as well as Moratorium and 

Foreclosure. These correlations suggest that the most 

common factor contributing to the significant correlations 

may be commitment since commitment is absent in both the 

Moratorium and Diffusion statuses where a positive 

correlation exists . This is also the strongest correlation 

noted. Commitment is present in the Achievement status and 

absent in the Moratorium status where a negative correlation 

is shown. 
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Table 1 

DemograQhic Variables Used in the study 

N % 

Adolescent Age 

18 year olds 71 85.5 

19 year olds 9 10.8 

20 year olds 2 3.6 

range: 18 to 20 mean: 18.23 

Grandparent Age 

Under 69 29 34.9 

70 to 79 33 39.8 

Over 80 10 13.3 

range: 56 to 92 mean: 71.93 

Grandparent Gender 

Female 77 94.6 

Male 5 5.4 

Deceased 10 12.0 

Correlations between the identity subscale scores are 

supportive of previous findings (Bennion & Adams, 1986; 

Grotevant & Adams, 1984), although they are somewhat weaker 

than expected. The positive correlation between Moratorium 

and Diffusion indicates that, within this sample, commitment 

is a strong contributing factor to identity scores. The 

same type of association can be noted in the weaker but 

negative correlation between Achievement and Moratorium 

scores where commitment is the factor which is integral to 

Achievement and absent in Moratorium. The stronger negative 
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correlation between Moratorium and Foreclosure is supportive 

of this pattern. The higher correlation may be due to the 

fact that both commitment and crisis are opposites in these 

two identity levels. 

Table 2 

Correlations Between Identity Levels 

Achieved 

Moratorium 

Foreclosed 

Diffused 

* p_<.05 
*** p_<.001 

Achieved Moratorium 

*-.2443 
(78) 

Foreclosed 

. 0125 
(81) 

***- .3596 
(78) 

Diffused 

-.0849 
(79) 

***.4648 
(76) 

-.1447 
(79) 

The only relationship which was anticipated but did not 

emerge as significant was a negative correlation between 

Achievement and Diffusion. This correlation was expected 

because of the polarity of crisis and commitment as is seen 

between Moratorium and Foreclosure. However, in Moratorium 

and Foreclosure there is an absence of either crisis or 

commitment and a presence of the other, whereas, in 

Achievement there is the presence of both and in Diffusion 

there is the absence of both. (See Figure 2.) 
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Adolescent attitude towards contact with grandparents 

is measured on an ordinal scale based on whether the 

grandchild considers the time spent with the grandparent to 

be an obligation (0), a pleasure (2), or a combination of 

the two (1). Of the total sample, only 1.20% (n=1) reported 

that contact was totally obligatory. Of the remaining 

subjects, 32.90% (n=27) reported that contact was a 

combination of obligation and pleasure and 65.90% (54) felt 

that it was a pleasure without obligation. 

Perception of the meaning of grandparenthood is a 

composite score of the items taken from the Robertson (1977) 

instrument, which has 31 items on a 5-point scale. With a 

possible range of 31-155 on an interval scale, this sample 

fell in a range of 83 to 142 In order to distinguish 

groups in this sample on the perception of meaning, the 

subjects were divided into three groups: low (less than 

105), moderate (106 to 123), and high (124 and above). It 

should be noted that the low group for this sample scored 

between 83 and 104. No subjects scored below 83. 

Therefore, the low group for this sample was categorized as 

those with scores of less than 105. 

Of the adolescent subjects 40.50% (n=32) scored in the 

high range on this scale (124 or higher). This indicates 

that they either strongly agree or agree with those items 

that indicate a positive perception of grandparenthood and 

strongly disagree or disagree with those items that reflect 


