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Table 2. Parents who have had past experience in instrumental music 

Total 
Type of parti - Percent Fathers Mothers 

experience cipants of total No . Percent No . Percent 

High school band 87 39 39 39 48 41 

High school or chestra 19 9 3 3 16 14 

College band ll 5 4 4 

Dance band 22 10 ll ll ll 

Other instrument al 
music activities 15 6 9 8 

Total of participants 
in all instrumental 

music activities 114 53 48 48 66 57 

The information contained in Table 2 indicates that mothers were compar-

atively more active in instrumental music than were the fa thers. In dance 

band participation the fathers and mothers are equal in number with ll 

each. However, due to the difference in the number of respondents, the 

fathers have been more active in this area by a margin of two percent . 

The activity in which both parents were most active was high school band 

with 39 percent of the fathers and 41 percent of the mothers parti cipat-

i ng. 

It is interesting to note some of th e instrumental music activities 

not specifically listed in the questionnaire but written in by the par-

ents. There were too few in each case to it emi ze, thus they are listed 

in Table 2 as other inst ru mental musi c activities . These instr umental 

music activities not previously classified are college orchestra, piano 

and accordian groups, string and wind chamber groups, chur ch pianist or 
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organist, and community or civic band and orchestra o Although in Bing

ham County groups such as these are not common , there are areas where 

such organizations do exist and offer continued opportunity for high sch

ool graduates and oth~rs to cultivate and enjoy participation in instru

mental music activities o 

Forty-eight fathers and 66 mothers have had past experience in inst

rumental music activity of some kind . The combined number of parents who 

have had some past experience in instrumental music is 114 or slightly 

more than hal f of the respondents (53 percent) , One will immediately be 

cognizant of the fact that the total number of parents who reported being 

participants in an instrumental music activity does not equal the total 

as found by computing the number of participants in each category . This 

is due to the fact that some parents have been participants in more than 

one activity o 

Response of the parents to the objectives of se l f-rea li zation 

Table 3 is an analysis of the parent's response to the statements 

in the questionnaire which were based upon the objectives which contri

bute to the attainment of se lf-realization , The number of respondents 

was one hundred fa thers and one hundred sixteen mothers , The first and 

second columns show the response of the fathers and mothers respective

l y . The third column is the total combined response of t he parents to 

each statement o 



Table 3 Parents' opinions in relation to the contribution of in
strumental music t o the attainment of self-realization 

l o Participation in the instrumental music gives enjoyement to 
participants in the activity 

Parents' Father Mother Total 
choice No % No % No . % 

Strongly agree 75 75 95 82 170 79 

Agree 25 25 21 18 46 21 

Neutral 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 , In adult life, children follow many of the goals formulated 
through music training given in their youth 

Strongly agree 52 52 60 52 112 52 

Agree 41 41 48 41 89 41 

Neutral 6 6 13 6 

Disagree 1 1 1 1 2 1 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3. Through participation in instrumental music act i vi ty one 
is aided in developing character and personal ity 

Strongly agree 55 55 68 59 123 57 

Agree 42 42 47 40 89 41 

Neutral 1 1 1 1 2 1 

Disagree 2 2 0 0 2 1 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Table 3. Continued 

4 , Through partic ipation in intrumental music a c tivity new skills are 
mastere d 

Paren t 's Father Mother Total 
choi ce No % No . % No . % 

Strongly agree 49 49 72 62 121 56 

Agree 45 45 40 37 85 39 

Neutral 6 6 3 10 5 

Dis agree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

5 . Participation in instrumental music activity helps develop 
self-confidence 

Strongly agree 64 64 78 67 14 2 66 

Agree 32 32 37 32 66 32 

Ne utra l 3 3 1 4 

Disagree 1 1 0 0 l 0 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

6 . Participation in instrumental music act i vity trains most individuals 
to profit from criticism 

Strongly agree 53 53 53 46 106 94 

Agree 39 39 55 47 94 44 

Neutra l 6 14 6 

Disagree 1 1 1 1 2 1 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 



Table 3 o Continued 

7 ~ Par ticipat ion in instrumental music ac tivity gives an individual 
the ability to be at ease before the public 

Parents' Father Mother Total 
choice No . % ~--""""% No , % 

Strongly agree 58 58 65 56 12 3 56 

Agree 38 38 46 40 84 40 

Neutral 3 3 l 1 4 2 

Disagree l 4 3 5 2 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

8. Partic ipa tion in instrumental music activity helps an individual 
to ga in a high degree of self-respect 

Strongly agree 55 55 57 48 112 52 

Agree 35 35 58 50 93 43 

Neutral 8 8 0 0 8 1 

Disagree 2 1 1 3 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

9 . Part i cipa t ion in instrumental music activity helps an individual 
to set goals and work toward them 

Strongly agree 50 50 49 42 99 46 

Agree 41 41 56 48 97 45 

Neut ral 9 9 9 8 18 8 

Disagree 0 0 2 2 l 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Table 3. Continued 

10. Uti lization of one's intellectual ability is improved through 
participation of instrumental music activity 

Parents ' Father Mother Total 
choice No. % No. % No. % 

Strongly agree 46 46 52 45 98 46 

Agree 44 44 53 45 97 45 

Neutral 10 10 10 9 20 9 

Disagree 0 0 1 1 1 0 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

11. Through participation in instrumental music activity individuals 
lear n to deve l op self- cont rol 

Strongly agree 53 53 59 51 112 53 

Agree 36 36 49 42 85 39 

Neutral lO 10 8 18 8 

Disagree l l 0 0 l 0 

Strongl y disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 

12. Participation in instrumental music activity helps to train 
individuals to overcome obstac l es a nd dis a ppointments 

Strongly agree 48 48 45 39 93 41o 

Agree 40 40 60 52 100 46 

Neutra l 9 9 5 4 14 6 

Disagree 3 3 6 5 9 4 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 



Table 3 . Continued 

13 . Participation in instrumental music activity helps students to 
develop characteris tics of leadership 

Parents' Father Mother To t a l 
choice No. % No. % No. % 

Strongly agree 38 38 42 36 so 48 

Agree 41 41 61 53 102 48 

Neutral 13 13 11 9 24 11 

Disagree 2 9 4 

Strongly disagree 1 1 0 0 1 0 
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14. Participation in instrumental music activity helps the individual 
to develop better study habits 

Strongly agr ee 38 38 34 29 72 34 

Agree 43 43 48 41 91 42 

Neutral 15 15 24 21 39 18 

Disagree 3 3 10 13 6 

Strongly disagree 1 1 0 0 1 0 

15. Participation in instrumental music activity helps to develop an 
appreciation for artistic accomplishment 

Strongly agree 54 54 65 56 119 55 

Agree 42 42 44 38 86 40 

Ne utral 4 4 6 5 10 5 

Disagree 0 0 1 1 1 0 

Strongly disagree 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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In the book The Purpose of Education in American Democracy, the Ed

ucational Policies Commission says that no child should go through school 

without having the opportunity to hear good music and to be able to parti

cipate in producing it , Participation in instrumental music activity 

gives the student a better understanding of his own ability and skill, 

thus helping him to attain self-realization and, furthermore, that suc

cess in achieving self-realization conditions one t o be successful in 

every other phase of life's endeavors (4, pp. 66- 68). 

The majority of parents either strongly agree or agree with the 

statements contained in Table 3. From a possible total r esponse to these 

statements of 3,240, there were 36 (1 percent) of the respondents who dis

agreed and two (less than 1 percent) who strongly disagreed with any of 

the statements in Table 3 . One hundred ninety eight (6 percent) voiced 

opinions of neutrality . 

Table 4 is a computa tion of the mean rating for fathers , mothers , 

and a combination of the two for each of the statements related to self

realization. The respondents were classified as follows: fathers, 100; 

mothers, 116; total , 216, 


