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Figure 6. Rams ' beds in the sandstone knobs area. Not e the depressions 
pawed out by the sheep before lying down. 

Figure 7 . Shee p beds s howing pe lle t groups . The number of pellet 
groups per bed are an indication of length of use. 



Fa ll and winter di stribution 

and movement 
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Rains occurred early in Sept ember of 1967. This kept the sheep 

well distributed, but late September and October were dry and the shee p 

started to concentrate and to use water such as Tamarisk and Finger 

s prings. This was the first time since the initiation of the study 

that large numbers of sheep used these springs. Breeding activity had 

begun by October 29, rams were moving down from Wingate Mesa, and 

concentrations of up t o 20 sheep were common sights. 

Utah ' s first legal sheep hunt began on November 11, 1967. Hunters 

reported seeing large numbers of sheep toge ther. Eighteen were seen 

by Fish and Game personnel and the author in Pocket Canyon on November 

12. Bureau of Land Management and Fish and Game personnel also saw 

10 sheep in one group in Rainbow and other large groups in Piute, Pocket 

and Blue canyons. A naturalist from Natural Bridges National Monument 

and I observed 11 head of sheep in Pocket Canyon on November 20. 

Ram distribution during the rut was determined by the location of 

ewes. If a dominant ewe decided to move her band, she did so and the 

rams followe d . Rams, however, a ppeared to move from one group to 

another as we ll as onto and off from Wingate Mesa. A ram in Rainbow 

Canyon was shot at the foot of the Wingate Formation in November, 1967 , 

as he was heading for the top. Fresh tracks a l so indicated an up and 

down movemen t of sheep at the head of Hidden Valley. 

Rain occurred during the latter part of November and the sheep 

were able to move down to the canyon bottoms . A group of ewes , rams 

and lambs were observed in the bottom of Blue Notch Canyon on December 

13 . Sheep had never been observed in this area previous l y . By February, 
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this group had moved to t he Castle Butte area, where they remained until 

spring. 

Most of the rams were back in bachelor groups by the end of December 

or the first week of January. Erwin Oliver saw a ram with three ewes 

and a l amb on January 5, 1968; however,the same observer sigh t ed three 

ewes but no rams in Blue Notch Canyon on January 7. 

The 1968 rut contrasted markedly with that of 1967 in which rams 

moved down from the Wingate Mesa to be with the ewes in late October, 

but did not breed in the same areas used in 1967. This may have been 

at tributable to the approximately 5.75 inches of rain which fel l during 

July and August, 1968. The sheep were not r es tricted to the higher 

areas, but moved into the lower portions of the canyons and, in some 

cases, on to completely open areas. 

Two ewes, two lambs and fo ur rams were sighted near the junction of 

the old Piute Canyon road and the Blue Canyon road just north of 

Chocolate Drop on November 4 , 1968. The area was quite open and f l at 

with very little rugged terrain which could be used for escape . Sheep 

also were feeding out on the Piute Plateau. Sheep were low enough that 

their tracks intermingled with those of the domestic cattle using Red 

Canyon. 

Four ewes, two lamb s and two r ams were observed feeding in the 

bottom nea r the head of Rainbow Canyon on November 20. 

Lone rams were observed leaving and entering Pocke t Canyon, which 

had been a center of activity the year before but was not used by ewes 

in 1968. Six active seeps were observed in Pocket Canyon and the 

vegetation was in good shape during the fall of 1968. The only apparent 

reason for the shift was that the vege tation was in better shape in lower 


