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ABSTRACT
Feathers and Steel:

A Folkloric Study of

Cockfighting in Northern Utah
by
Jesse Lloyd Walker, t1aster of Science
Utah State University, 1986
r~ajor Professor:
Clyde Hil ner. II
Department: History

The scope of this thesis is to make a statement on the sport of
cockfighting as it is practiced in the counties of northern Utah.

It is

a sport that has a long and colorful history, a unique body of lore and
is practiced by serious, dedicated men.
Cockfighting history emanated from to the

~lanu

code of India,

through the Greek and Roman civilizations, spreading from there both
east and west til it girdled the globe.

The Roman traditions largely

influ~nced

the English Cockers who brought their sport to the American

colonies.

The southern gentry were quick to adopt the sport, where it

continues to flourish to this day.
The sport spread west with the frontier and found its way to Utah
early in the state's history.

The Utah cockers follow the traditions of

the southern cockers with some influence from the Mexican methods.
I was introduced to cockfighting at age fourteen and have been a
devotee since.

Through my studies in folklore I developed a keen

interest in the body of folklore inherent in the sport.

The methods of

feeding , conditioning and fighting the battle cock are greatly
influenced by folk practice.

The concept I have labeled "folklaw" is

also present as it applies to cockfighting.
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The folklaw concept is the way the tension is resolved between the
folk group engaged in an illegal sport and the law enforcement arm of
the parent society.

The code of the cockers is also protected in some

degree by the same enforcement arm.
The cockers function as a folk group by passing tradition, craft
ways and tales from one generation to the next.

Because of the

illegality of their sport, the cocker groups have a natural insularity.
This makes for group coherence and integrity.
The cocker groups have a rich body of lore and ways that needs to
be observed in the light of reason and impartiality rather than in the
glare of media sensationalism.

This study attempts to fulfill that

purpose.
(149 pages)

CHAPTER I
KISTORY AND TRADITIONS OF COCKFIGHTING

Cockfighting is one of the oldest documented sports in existence.
The Hanu code of India makes reference to the care, breeding and
fighting of the Asil, one of the oldest pure breeds of fighting cock in
the world.l The Manu code is believed to be dated between 1200 B.C.
and 900 B.C.

The code of Kammurabi is also said to contain instructions

concerning cockfighting.2
Cockfighting probably started in India where the wild game fowl was
domesticated and selectively bred to produce the fighting
game-cock.3

From India the sport spread east and west.

In each

direction, a different way of fighting evolved.
Toward the east, the cocks fought bare heeled.

Some shaping and

sharpening of the natural spur was not uncommon but the cocks were
largely left natural.

Through selective breeding the combs and wattles

were gradually reduced in size.

Not only are the combs and wattles a

natural place for the cock to hold his opponent while spurring, but also
they bleed profusely when cut.

Blood from a comb can blind the wounded

cock thus making him ineffective.
The sport of cockfighting spread east to the Philippine Islands
where it became a national mania.

A World War II veteran, who today

lives in Provo, Utah, related the following incident.
"While I was stationed in the islands I saw cockfights going
on all day. Everybody, old men to boys carried a cock around
under his arm. They were fighting all over the place .
Course the army boys would gather round and egg em on and bet
on the fights . Some of those old pagpa-sans made a hell of a
lot of money on those old roosters."
Even though outlawed in the Philippines today, cockfighting is
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still popular and widely practiced.

The cockers have largely left the

bare-heeled tradition and use the Filippino slasher spur (see Appendix 1
for cocking terms).

They also import cocks, breeding fowls and eggs as

demonstrated in letters written to The Gamecock (See Appendix 2).
The eastern tradition has been kept alive on the island of Bali.
Clifford Geertz examined these cockfights in his essay "Deep Play:
Notes on the Balinese Cockfight.•

As Geertz reports, other than the

addition of steel spurs the fights follow the eastern tradition.
The two cocks are placed by their handlers • • • facing one
another in the center of the ring. A coconut pierced with a
small hole is placed in a pail of water, in which it takes
about twenty-one seconds to sink, a period known as tjeng and
marked at begfnnfng and end by the beating of a slit gong.
Within moments [after the cocks start fighting] one or
the other drives home a solid blow with his spur . S
The handlers will then pick up their birds and prepare them to
resume the match.
With the birds again in the hands of the handlers, the
coconut is now sunk three times after which the cock which
has landed the blow must be set down to show that he is firm,
a fact he demonstrates by wandering around the ring for a
coconut sink. The coconut is then sunk twice more and the
fight must recommence.6
The rules of the Balinese cockfight are written on palm leaf
manuscript and passed from father to son.7 The general lore of cock
handling and fighting are part of the cultural tradition of the
villages.

The eastern betting system is one in which odds are

automatically given.

The bettors on the most favored cock give odds to

the ones who cover the bet.B

In the Philippines a man called the

Cristus stands in the pit with his arms outstretched and with finger
motions matches bettors across the pit from each other .

When the

betting is concluded he drops his arms, leaves the pit and the fight
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commences.
The armies of Alexander the Great enhanced the western spread of
cockfighting.

When they reached the eastern limits of their empire, the

soldiers quickly adopted the sport and took it back to the Mediterranean
area with them.

With the rise of the Roman culture in the Mediterranean

basin the Romans adopted cockfighting as they did everything else
Greek.9

The Roman soldiers used the sport as a way to pass idle

time in camp and further refined the sport by adding a metal cutting
spur to make the cocks more efficient killers.lO

War is said to be

ninety percent boredom and ten percent sheer terror.

The Roman soldier

and others who have followed him filled his ninety percent with many
diversions, one of which was cockfighting.
The Roman armies spread the sport westward.

It was perhaps a Roman

fighting cock that crowed when Peter denied Christ in Jerusalem.

As the

Roman legal system was developed and refined they also codified the
rules governing cockfighting.

The Roman codex of law that became the

blueprint of the legal heritage of western civilization is still
followed in cockfighting.

The rules most American cockers use to govern

their matches are adaptations of English rules which in turn followed
the Roman form.l 1 The rules the cockers use in northern Utah are
either HcCall's Rules, or Wortham's Hodern Tournament and Derby Rules,
copies of which are in Appendices 20 and 21 .
Cockfighting has remained a popular sport with armies through time.
A reporter in Washington , D.C. , complained that the rowdy soldiers of
the Army of the West had their favorite fighting cocks on the tops of
their packs as they paraded at the end of the Civil War.12
The sport of cockfighting spread to the United States from England
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where it has long been popular.

In England the sport of cockfighting

soon became a royal sport,13 probably because royalty were the only
ones who could afford the luxury of a breeding farm and the lavish
wagers on the outcome of the fights.

Cocklofts appeared throughout

England in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries14 before they
were finally outlawed In 1835.15 The cocklofts were owned and
operated by wealthy !nd!v!duals or more commonly by game clubs. The
cocklofts were built on the manner of a pub with the pits on the ground
floor and the conditioning pens on the upper stories. Managers oversaw
the conditioning of the resident cocks and they officiated at the
fights. 16 Staffs of servants did the actual conditioning of the
birds and maintained the pits.l7
Individual owners employed the handlers of the fighting cocks.
Joseph Gulliver became the most renowned of the old English handlers or
"feeders." He handled cocks for both George the Third and George the
Fourth.

He handled the winning side of a main that was said to be the

largest sum ever fought for in England, one thousand guineas a battle
and five thousand guineas the main.

Gulliver was able to retire

comfortably and died at age seventy-four in 1833.18
The role of the handler in a cockfight is of utmost importance.

In

his "Notes on the Balinese Cockfight,• Geertz makes the following
statement: " •.• a good handler is worth his weight in gold .

Some of them

can virtually make the dead walk, at least long enough for the second
and final round.•l9

A good handler was pampered and well cared for.

The example of Chicken George in the popular novel and television series
Roots is an example of such special treatment.20
The English handlers , or feeders as they were called , often spent

s
their lives in the employ of one or two game fowl breeders.

The twelfth

Earl of Darby employed a father and son team, the elder Potter and the
younger Potter, that handled his cocks through most of his life.21
As the Earl would hatch almost one thousand chicks a year it was no
small job to deep his fighting cocks ready.22
Two methods of fighting were developed that were unique to the
British Isles:

the Welsh Main and the Battle Royal.

true mettle of the battle cock.

They both test the

In the Welsh Main, from sixteen to

thirty-two cocks of approximately the same weight are matched and fought
in pairs.
and fought.

Each battle was to the death.

The winners were then matched

Winners were again matched and so on until two were left.

The winner of this last match was declared the champion and his owner
collected the entire pot.

This was a grueling battle because the cocks

were not given recovery time between the matches.

That meant the winner

of a Welch Main fought as many as five or six matches back to back .

Few

winners survived long after the trauma of these mains . 23
The Battle Royal was a free-for-all in which any number of cocks
were pitted together.
alive.

They fought indiscriminately until one was left

He then was declared the winner.24

These battles were

spectacular and more popular than the Welsh Hain (see Appendix 21 for
rules).
In the United States, the cavalier gentry of the South were among
the most avid of the sportsmen.

They had the land, climate , leisure

time and money to become devotees of sport.
still very strong.

This cultural heritage is

Most of the prominent breeding farms are south of

the Mason-Dixon line and in Texas.

Two of the most prominent breeders

of recent history are Walter Kelso of Texas and Col. John Madigin of
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Arkansas.

These men have developed breeds of chickens t hat carry their

respective names and are excellent brood and battle stock.

Their birds

cross well on other breeds to produce a chicken that is hardy and
aggressive.

A trio of purebred Kelsos can cost upwards of two thousand

dollars.
It is not easy to produce a true breed of fighting cock or of any
animal.

Various combinations of purebred parent stock are crossed until

an individual of exceptional type, coloring , spur position, and, above
all, gameness is produced .
hens.

Then that individual is bred to a select few

If the resulting offspring possess all the characteristics of the

parent and pass them on intact, then a new breed can be the result.

If,

however, the resulting offspring are not uniform and do not breed true,
all you have is a mongrel.
new breeds of worth.

There are many more mongrels produced than

Yet the percentages do not dissuade the modern

breeder.
A few new breeds have been prod uced in the last fif ty years but
none share the popular ity or success of the Kelso and Madigin.
Kelso is an extremely game chicken and an efficient killer.

The

They do

well as purebreds , or, when crossed on other breeds, they produce a
hybrid of excellent fighting ability.
greatest success as a breeding fowl.

The Madigan has achieved its
When cr ossed with the right breed

t he resulting hybrids are large, powerful, high-stationed cocks that can
cut and ge t out of the way.
South of the United States,
cockfighting.

l~exico

has a long tradition of

In Mexico, there is some mixing of the western and

eastern traditions.

The betting systems in Mexico are very similar to

the eastern way, in that they are very complex and formalized.

There
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are also a lot of bare-heeled fights among the peon class.

This may be

because they cannot afford to buy the expensive metal heels.

An average

set of steel heels costs around seventy-five American dollars.
The most popular spur among the Mexican cockers is the so-called
knife or slasher.

This spur is shaped much like a cutlass sword blade.

It is sharp all along the top side and is usually three inches long.
Standard heels are pointed on the end with no sharp edges. The slasher
is usually tied on only one leg of the battle cock.
length and make interfere with the cock's action.

Two heels of this
The slasher spurs not

only make a puncture wound going in, they make a wicked cut coming back
out.

~eedless

to say, slasher fights usually do not last long.

The slasher spur also requires a very elaborate method of
attachment.

The Mexican and Filippino slashers are made without sockets

that fit over the natural spur.

There are two pieces of metal set at a

ninety-degree angle to the blade and form a

v.

The cock's leg is

padded, then the V-piece is laid against the leg straddling the spur
The spur is then tied with waxed linen cord around the V and the

stub .
leg.

When the tie is finished it has almost a woven look.

This method

is much more complex than the method of attaching a spur with a heel
socket.

It is in fact considered an art among cockers and there are few

who can do it with any degree of competence. The slasher fights are
steadily growing in popularity and are now included on a regular basis
on many fight programs. (See Appendices 3, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3~ 3e).
Some American spur makers are now making a heel with a slasher
blade attached to a regular socket-type spur (see Appendix 4). This
eliminates the time needed to learn the Mexican or Filipino style of
tying a heel .

The Utah cockers are following this trend and are also
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introducing slasher matches into their fight programs.

The American

cockers have also shortened the slasher spur from the l>lex ican three-inch
down to around two inches.
The eastern and western traditions of cockfighting seem to have met
and mixed in the southwestern United States and Mexico.

For example,

the Mexican slasher spur is a variation of the Indian and Malay
slashers.

The Malay slasher was a massive sword blade that reached

lengths of five inches.

The spur was tied to the toes and leg of the

battle cock.25 The bayonet-type heel used by cockers in the
southwestern U.S. is a product of the western tradition.
used this type of spur.

It is made with a socket that fits over the

natural spur and is tied to the leg.
made from silver .
art.26

The English

Many of the English spurs were

They are beautiful examples of the spur-maker's

A recent example of cultural mixing is the making of a

slasher blade attached to a bayonet socket.

As the general culture of

the Southwest continues to see increased Mexican immigration, I'm sure
the cockfighting styles of East and West will continue to blend.
Cockfighting has a worldwide distribution.

It is an exciting sport

and seems to be growing in popularity even in countries where it has
been outlawed.

Cockfighting is just as much a part of a cultural

heritage as is style of dress, language, crafts and arts.
makes a valid cultural statement.

Cockfighting

Because cocking is a male-dominated

sport, that statement reflects the male ethos. The historic male role
has been that of the warrior and protector of the hearth.

Both in and

out of wartime, men have turned to sporting cont ests to pr ovide an
outlet for aggressive feelings.
cocKfighting.

Not the least of these sports is
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I believe the ethos of cockfighting has a very deep cultural
significance.

It is one of the few activities of our changing society

that is totally male-dominated.

Females have not made their presence

felt in the gaming traditions as they have in society as a whole.
terminology of the sport is totally masculine.

The

As one ready example the

male chicken and the male phallus share the same colloquial term,
"cock. " Cockfighting is a single-sex activity.

The few women who

participate are in a supportive role only.
In Bali the sport is more a single-sex activity than it is in the
United States.

Females do not participate in any way.

excluded from the fights totally.

They are

The Balinese terms for gaming are

totally male in their application.27
Cockfighting has a long cultural heritage which all ows cockers to
feel a tie to things past.

In a society that is rapidly changing, one

in which sex roles are blending and tradition is outmoded, some feel the
need to retain cultural ties.

The male cocker participates in a

tradition that permits him through extension to become the battle cock,
the warrior.

Women remain the hens who raise and care for the brood.

He again fulfills his presumed role as the dominant member of the
species.

Elements of the cockfighting sport may blend but the cultural

statement is universal.
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CHAPTER II
NOTES ON FIELDWORK

Hy interest in cockfighting began in 1956 when I was fourteen years
old.

MY older brother and I acquired some silver-winged game chickens

because we thought they were pretty.

We lived on a farm so we had ample

room to let the chickens roam about and fend for themselves.
my friends saw the chickens and wanted to buy some.

A few of

They kept coming

back for more chickens and I finally realized they were buying only
roosters.

When I asked what they wanted the roosters for I got vague

and conflicting answers.

After some time a close friend told me they

were fighting the roosters.

I had seen the roosters fighting each other

around the farm and had taken it as a natural course of events.

The

males of many domestic animals fight and spar with each other when in
close proximity.

The Idea that cocks were fighting in a staged and

formalized way was a whole new Idea for me.
take me with him to a fight.

I pestered my friend to

This he eventually did.

At my first fight I was introduced to an old-time cocker who was a
folk hero among the cocker fraternity.

He had been raising and fighting

chickens for many years and had won many major derbies around the West.
He had an easy, familiar way about him that put a guy at ease right
away.

When he found out that I was the source of the greys the boys had

been fighting, he took a special interest in me .

He asked me about my

chickens and indicated that he would be interested in buying some hens.
Because of his Interest I was accepted into the fraternity of cockers
and quickly became assimilated into the group.
As if the interest of the old cocker and others was not enough, my
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first formal fight made me a devotee.

The

coc~s

I saw at the fight had

had their wattles and combs trimmed tight to their heads.
them a bullet-headed, almost eagle-like look.
long, tapered beak were now emphasized.
and unafraid of handling.

This gave

The fierce eye and the

The cocks were proud, defiant

Their bearing was regal.

When the steel

spurs were attached to their legs I knew this would be a fight far
removed from the free-for-all I had witnessed in the farm yard.
conclusion of the fight I was both elated and drained.

At the

This sport was

for me.
At one match I attended early that spring my buddies fought a
young, red stag that was really too immature to be in the match.

He

lost the match and was so badly cut up that my buddies were going to
destroy him.
him.

1 asked if I could have him and ended up trading a hen for

I took the young stag home and enlisted my mother's help in

~eeping

him alive and nursing him back to health.

remedy she ever knew to keep that chicken alive.

She used every folk
She made a wash of

steeped comfrey leaves and some other herbs to clean out the
wound.

chic~en's

His head was cut up, so after we washed and cleaned the cuts Mom

covered his head with a salve she made herself (see Appendix 5).

This

salve not only kept the cuts soft so they would heal, it drew out
whatever infection was there.

This treatment had to be repeated often

so I spent a lot of time catching and handling the little rooster.

Due

to all this handling the chicken became quite tame and my favorite pet.
About half way through the summer the young cock started to act
like he might live.

By fall he was crowing and preening his feathers

and looking like a fighting chicken again,

He had become so tame I

could pick him up anywhere and spent a lot of time with him.
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When the fighting season started that winter I was sparring some
young greys and my brother suggested we try the little red.
was reluctant .

He was my pet after all.

At first

At length argument prevailed

over resolve and we sparred the little red with one of the greys.

We

went bare heels to avoid getting him seriously hurt.
On the first buckle the red did a strange thing.

Instead of going

up in the air to meet the grey he rolled off to one side.
was going to run .

I thought he

Then as the grey passed him he hit the grey in the

side right under the wing and spurred over his back.

The red hit the

grey so hard that he knocked his wind out, so we hand 1ed them.
We let the grey recover, then we pitted them again.
repeated his previous attack pattern exactly.

The red

If this was a reaction to

his previous beating or something he just did naturally we never knew.
We never really cared either as long as he did it consistently.

By

going under the wing and over the back the red was in an excellent
killing position. The vital organs are close to the back under the ribs
on a chicken.

By thus attacking it also made it very difficult for his

opponent to get to the red.

see if the red could cut.
buckle.

We then decided to heel both roosters and
He did:

he killed the grey on the second

I knew I had a cutting machine on my hands then.

When fighting season started that winter the little red cock was
our hope.

We won six matches with him that season and toward the end of

the year I could have named my price for the red.

Some cockers I was

fighting against wanted to try the red at some larger pits but I just
couldn't part with him.
During that period of time the old cocker whom I had met at my
first fight along with other experienced men helped with my education in
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the sport.

They improved my keep and showed me better ways to tie on a

set of heels.

One cocker even gave me a set of heels he thought would

help my chicken fight better.

To be accepted so completely into this

rather exclusive fraternity at a relatively young age made a lasting
impression with me.

I will always view cockers as a great bunch of

people who engage in an exciting, absorbing sport.
That spring when the fighting season ended I decided to mate the
little red with some grey hens and see if his method of fighting was a
fluke or if he could pass it on.

Three days after I put him in a

breeding pen I found him hanging from the chicken wire by his neck.

The

only thing I could surmise was that a grey had chanced by his pen and in
attempting to fight he had gotten caught and hanged himself.

I never

got one fertile egg from his hens so his fighting t rait died with him.
However, I was hooked on the sport and remain so to this day.
That summer a Hexican cocker came to the place and offered my dad
five dollars apiece for all our grey chickens.

In a day when lambs were

selling for less than that, my dad took his offer.

In about thirty

minutes we were out of the fighting-cock business.
During my last two years of high school I purchased a purebred
Roundhead cock and some hens and started fighting again.

1 had some

moderate success but I never had the financial backing to become really
tough.

After school came a stint in the Army, then a proselyting

mission for the L.D.S. church.

MY fighting stock just ran wild on my

dad's p1ace.
After I was married and had a position with the Provo City Police
Department, I got serious about cleaning up my old brood stock and
getting back into the fighting game.

I met a Provo City reserve police
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officer whose father was one of the premier cockers in all Utah.

I

started travelling the fighting circuit with this man and his two sons
and one daughter.
with us.

His partner, an excellent handler, also travelled

I was made welcome into this circle and enjoyed some great

times with them.
As I travelled with this group I learned many of the finer points
of breeding, raising, conditioning and fighting the gamecock. The
daughter of the family was one of the most astute spotters I have ever
met.

She could watch a fight and tell which chicken was cutting and

which was just hitting with the bottoms of his feet before the handlers
could.

She could tell when a chicken was taking a lot of punishment

before it became obvious.
It was during these years I gained my greatest knowl edge of
cockfighting.

I also came to respect the cockers and their commitment

to their sport even more than I had before.

I developed a sense of deep

loyalty to these men and their sport.
This sense of loyalty has made my field research and the writing of
this study a difficult task.
trust.

In no way do I want to betray an implicit

Because the sport is illegal it is of utmost importance that the

anonymity of the cockers be protected and the location of the pits be
kept secret.
into the pits.

It was thus impossible to take cameras and tape recorders
I had to rely on field notes, memory , and firsthand

knowledge to put this work together.

Cockers I had known for years were

very apprehensive about giving tape-recorded interviews for fear the
tapes might fall into the wrong hands and the information be turned
against them.

To persist along this line might have jeopardized my

relationship with these , my friends , so I let the matter drop.
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I first started considering the cockers as a folk group worthy of a
study when I was introduced to the study of folklore while an
undergraduate at Utah State University .

Under the tutelage of Clyde

Milner and William A. "Bert" Wilson, I developed an abiding interest in
the field of folklore.
In 1976 I presented a paper entitled "The Folklaw of Cockfighting"
at the national meeting of the American Folklore Society in Salt Lake
City .

Clyde Milner encouraged me t o make a larger study of the folk

aspects of cockfighting as my graduate thesis.

This thesis is t hat

effort.
My intent is to study cockers as a legitimate folk group.
qualify as a folk group by almost any criterion .

-

Cockers

---..

Jan H. Brunvand/ has

stated that a folk group can be recognized by "the lingo and lore that
sets a group apart fr om another ... zg

A 1i st of terms common to

cockers is included in the appendi x of this paper (see Appendix 1). The
lore of breeding, conditioning and fighting the game bird is common to
this group.

Patrick Mullen in an address at a recent fife Folklore

Conference stated that a folk group must have continuity.29 That
is, the group must continue through time .

The first section of t his

paper has dealt with the long history of cocking .
The illegal nature of the spor t produces an insularity fr om the
parent society that causes cockers to be a close knit and exclusive
group.

The group draws its members from a broad range of t he parent

society but at the same t ime their activi ty is isolated from it.
This isolation from the parent society and my personal loyalty to
the group bri ngs a unique dimension to the scope of this paper.

My

fieldwork had to be unobtrusive and my sources had to be protected.

At
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the same time, I felt a study of this unique folk group needed to be
The lore of this group is rich and deep and little understood by

done.

society at large.

What writing is done is very often sensational in

tone and limited in scope (see Appendix 6).
Few writers have taken the time to explore either the ethos of this
group or the deep personal commitment felt by its members.

To most

reporters, combat of the cocks is the major focus of interest.

The

sport of cockfighting and the practitioners of the sport cannot be
fairly viewed as separate entities.

This is a case where the whole is

greater than the sum of its parts.
Journalists also tend to look for "criminal types" being involved
in this illegal activity.

This is no such group invol ved in gaming.

The yeoman class or the gentry are the practitioners of this sport
today.

There is too much care and expense involved to make this sport

appealing to the criminal types.

The capital outlay for broodstock,

facilities, conditioning and battle stock is very seldom recovered in
the gaming interests.

Cockers fight for pride, not for gain.

Some

money is made in gaming from the sale of chickens and paraphernalia
related to the sport (see Appendices 7, 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d).
It wasn't until I was exposed to folklore as a student at Utah
State University that I took the time to look beyond the obvious myself.
The most exciting aspect of my study of cocking was my own deep personal
commitment to the sport as well as my membership in the group.

I feel

that as a member of the group I can provide insights that the outside
observer could never see or express.

Here again I feel the spectacular

aspect of the sport tends to obscure the real depth and richness that
the fraternity of cockers exhibits as a group.
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The scope of this paper is not definitive, but given the
limitations involved in fieldwork as well as the necessity to protect
informants, I hope to treat the group in a fair way.

The folk aspect of

gaming deserves to be studied and recorded as much as any other folk
group.

I will leave the sensational to professional journalists and

attempt to look beyond the obvious.

I feel the group deserves a careful

and thoughtful folkloric study and this is my attempt to do that very
thing.
When

reentered the gaming arena as a participant-observer rather

than just a participant, I began to look at the sport as a folk
expression rather than just a cockfight.
expression that I had missed before.

I could see a depth of

When I observed a group of cockers

ta l king during the weigh-ins , I heard not just an exchange of
information but a passing of traditions.

When a experienced handler was

tying on a set of gaffs the young cocker holding the chicken was
learning in the classic folk way, by watching and doing.

The way to

learn handling is through the apprentice system and experience.

To

watch a handler in the pit was to see a practitioner of a true folk
craft close to art in its expression.
When 1 asked a handler how he knew his cocks were ready to fight he
replied, "They feel ready."
couldn't tell me.

I asked him how a ready cock felt and he

He had developed the innate sense of "feel" by

handling hundreds of battle cocks. Technique can be taught but feel has
to be learned.

This sense of "feel" is what the old handler was

attempting to pass on to his young helper.
I started watching the families of the cockers as they interrelated
and saw the transmission of knowledge fr om father to son.

Here was the
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passing of tradition from one generation to the next.
For the first time the deeper meaning of the extension of the man
into the animal became obvious.

When a man's chicken won a match the

man had by extension won the ultimate victory over his foe.
had by the death of his bird suffered the final defeat.

The loser

The intense

emotion and feeling of the gaming arena had taken on a new and deeper
meaning.
In retrospect I can also see that I was taught through the classic
avenues of folk expression.

Neither my teachers nor I were aware of

this at the time but the experience is more meaningful for me because of
it.

My experiences with my cocker group have also given me a greater

awareness of life, because each Saturday night we lived life at its most
elemental level.

The struggle of foes locked in a battle to the death

made life much sweeter.

Every cocker deals death and fights for life

every time he sets a chicken down.
This elemental level may well be one of the great fascinations the
sport holds for the practitioners as well as the casual observer.
can witness a cockfight and remain unemotional and detached.

Few

One is

either totally engrossed in the whole thing or horrified and disgusted.
Total involvement is the element that makes a fight so overwhelmingly
emotional.

For this study, I will attempt to wed reason and emotion

into a working relationship.

Thfs is an uneasy marriage at best.

Another element I feel needs to be addressed in this work is the
attitude law enforcement and Mormon Church officials take concerning
cockfighting in Utah.
statute illegal.

The sport and the attendant gambling are by

Yet a gambling debt is a legal debt.

The unstated but understood view of law enforcement officials is
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that as long as no one causes any trouble the cockers will be left
alone .

Most policemen consider cockfighting a victimless crime and as

long as no force or coercion is involved no one suffers· innocently.

The

gaming laws in Utah are so vague that no thinking attorney wants a court
test of the laws.

However, I am sure the major reason law enforcement

officials don't bother cockers is the fact that they are dealing with
the yeomanry, merchant and professional classes of society.
the men who pay the taxes and cast the votes.

These are

It is not unusual to see

government and law enforcement officials involved in cockfighting
themselves.

This is very common in the southeastern part of the United

States (see Appendix 6).
Local church officials also tend to leave the cocker members of
their cong regations alone.

I was recently talking to an active cocker

who had had his temple recommend withdrawn by his bishop for fighting
chickens.

Within two months his recommend was returned and nothing more

was said. There is no official church statement on cockfighting but the
zealous can condemn any activity they choose to.

The general church

authorities have made statements concerning the care and use of animals
but nothing on cockfighting specifically.

Local stake and ward

officials tend to ignore the sport.
Many cockers I know are active members of churches. Hexican
cockers often have their local Catholic priests bless their fighting
cocks before they go to their matches.

The cockers themselves have no

problem reconciling their sport and religious beliefs.

Cockfighting to

the cocker is a sport just as boxing or football is to the people who
enjoy those sports.

The sport of cockfighting is illegal by statute but

it is not immoral in the eyes of cockers. Therein lies the big
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distinction .

The cockfighters may be breaking a law but they are doing

nothing morally wrong.

They think they should be allowed to fight cocks

without outside interference.
sport.

They don't want to go public with their

They just want to be left alone to practice it as they choose.

The attendant gambling may be an issue in the eyes of some people
but it is no more or less than gambling on a horse race.
cockfights in Utah tend to be very conservative.

The bets on

The pit bet between

the cock owners or handlers rarely exceeds twenty-five dollars.

The

Mexican cockers who travel to the pits in the United States tend to make
some very extravagant bets but they can afford them.

The betting in

Bali is perceived as a statement on the worth of the cock and handler so
their bets tend to be high.30
fight .

The betting is attendant to the

The fight is the important element.

The scope of this thesis is the lore and feeling of the cocker
toward his sport and the interrelationship of the man and chicken.
Cockfighting is one of the most dramatic single sex-activities in our
unisex society and as such makes a statement about males and the macho
ethos.

21

CHAPTER Ill
FOLKWAYS

Cycles

The cycle of life in rural Utah follows the agrarian calendar.
Spring is a time of frantic activity on Utah farms.
and crops are sowed.

Summer is a time of crop care.

Ground is prepared
Because of the

climate crops need to be irrigated, which requires intensive activity.
The fall is a time of harvest and storage .
time to relax from his constant activity.

The winter allows the farmer
It is during this less busy

win ter time that the cockers gather at the pits and fight their
chickens.

It is essential , then , that the breeding, conditioning and

fighting phases of the sport fol low the agrarian calendar.
In Utah the hens are mated in late winter and early spring .

As the

fertile eggs are laid they are gathered and placed in incubators. The
eggs are set in batches and marked so the resulting chicks are
identified as to parentage. Wing bands are put on the chicks, or the
skin between the toes is punched with patterns of holes to identify them
as they are removed from the incubators.

The eggs hatch at twenty-one

days and the chicks are raised with their hatch.

This process continues

from Harch through June.
The hens are not allowed a natural set because when they get a
clutch of eggs they stop laying.
than a dozen eggs.

A clutch may vary from three to more

Few hens will hatch all their eggs, so it is much

more productive to set the eggs in an incubator.

Many hens on a natural

set will leave the nest with the first two or three chicks that hatch
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and the unhatched chicks die in their shells.

If the eggs are gathered

the hens will continue to lay though the hatching period. This will
greatly i ncrease the number of offspring from any single mating.

This

is especially advantageous if a particular mated pair are producing
excellent fighters.

Many breeders send their eggs to commercial

hatcheries for incubation. They have found the good hatching percentage
of a commercial hatchery far outweighs the modest cost involved.
There is also a good busi ness in selling fertile eggs (see Appendix
8).

Most often a dozen eggs will sell for less than a mature trio of

breeding chickens.

For the buyer this is an advantage; even with a

fifty percent hatch the number of chickens he receives is doubled.

For

the seller it gives a good return and eliminates the hatching costs (see
Appendix 8).
Very often the hatcheries will sex the chicks for breeders, and
unless the pullets are specifically wanted by the breeder they are
destroyed.

The young male chickens are picked up by the breeder and

raised under the best conditions that can be provided.

t·lany pullets are

kept for replacement stock but these are mainly purebreds.
Professional people, i.e •• doctors, lawyers, business owners, and
farmers, often form partnerships for the raising of the chickens.

The

farmer provides the facility and expertise and the professional person
helps with the capital outlay.
When the stags are approaching sexual maturity , at about four
months of age, they are separated into conditioning pens or put on
string walks.

Thus they enter the keep state of their lives.

They are

fed special diets and given controlled exercise that is designed to
increase endurance, muscle condition and tone.
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Between five and six months of age some of the young stags are
sparred against a mature ace cock.

The stags are fitted with muffs, a

boxing-glove-type spur cover, while the ace cock is heeled with a
regular spur.

This arrangement protects the ace from injury and allows

him to cut the stag.

This is basically a test of gameness.31

the stag can take punishment and still fight he is game.

If

Very often the

ace is allowed to kill the stag as an ultimate test of gameness.
Gameness in the fighting cock is of utmost importance.

If a battle

cock leaves the pit during a fight he is an automatic loser no matter
how well he was fighting.

This is also a negative reflection on the

breeder and handler as to their own worth.

Nothing is as adverse to the

code of machismo as cowardice.
If a stag performs well his full brothers are likely to do the
same.

If a stag quits or does not perform up to expectations, a full

brother is put through the same test.
brood will become Sunday dinner.

If he also fails, the entire

If he performs exceptionally well, he

or a full brother may be kept as a brood cock.
A particular cocker I know tested his stags somewhat more
thoroughly than the common test I just described.

He would muff heel

the stag, heel the cock and let the cock fight the stag.
he

Periodically

would stop the fight and inflict the most common fighting injuries on

the stag.

These injuries are:

broken wings , broken legs, blinded eyes,

nerve couplings, lung and heart rattles.
The cocker would break one of the stag's wings then let him fight
again.

If the stag could fight through the initial pain and the

resulting shock he was game.

If the stag continued to fight, the cocker

would take a sharpened ice pick and insert it into the stag's lungs.
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The lungs quickly fill with blood , causing a so-called lung rattle.
stag would then be set to fight again.

The

If he carried the rattle well

the owner might couple him by damaging the nerve over the back legs with
the ice pick or break a leg.

If a stag continued to fight with a broken

wing, a broken leg and a lung rattle against an undamaged ace cock he
was game.
Gameness tests may seem brutal but if a cock isn't game he is
nothing.

Fighting ability is virtually worthless if a cock quits as

soon as he is hurt.

If two cocks are fought of equal or near-equal

ability, the gamest cock will win over the long haul .
Gameness in the fighting cock is his most important attribute.

Not

only is he prized for it himself, but his owner and handler share in his
reflected worth and courage.
ethos.

Cockfighting is an expression of the macho

Nothing fs prized more in machismo than raw courage.

"game" cock is an expression of the ultimate macho statement.

So the
The will

to continue to fight under seemingly insurmountable odds is what
gameness is all about.

This same sort of statement is evident in the

term, "the brave bull" as it applies to bullfighting.32
The keep continues so the young stags are brought to the peak of
conditioning at the age of six months.

The early hatches are ready to

fight in late November or early December.

This time is also a slack

time on the agrarian calendar when the farmers have time to get the
cocks and stags ready to fight.

The first big derby of the year is

usually fought the first weekend after Thanksgiving.

From the middle of

December on through April there is a fight somewhere in north-central
Utah every weekend.
The early derbies are stag derbies.

The cockers want to get their
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stags fighting early in the season to see if the products of their
breedings are worthwhile.

The cocks are fought more toward spring when

they have gone through the molt and are again in full feather.33
This early spring weather also heralds the breeding season and the
mature cocks respond with more aggressive behavior. This is the prime
time to fight the cocks because they enter the breeding season in a
state of constant rage.

The crowing of other roosters enrages them to

the point where they wfll sometimes spontaneously "pull a shuffle" (see
Appendix 1).

Chicken farms in the spring are a cacaphony of rooster

calls from dawn to dark.
A stag that is good enough to win is fought throughout the season.
If he survives the season a winner, he will assume ace cock status and
be kept as a breeder or fought the following year as a cock.

A winning

cock is treated with respect and care by his owner, conditioner, and
handler.

He is valued not only for his financial worth, i.e., sale

value and winnings, but as an extension of the machismo of the man he
fights for.

Identity of Man with Fighting Cock

There is a real feeling of identity, almost an extension of self,
between the cocker and the battle cock.34
all pretense is stripped away.

In a battle to the death

This is life at its primal level.

"Kill

or be killed , " "the survival of the fittest, • "to the victor go the
spoi 1s," and so forth.
As in nearly all blood sports there is a ritual of presentation
that is closely followed.

Examples of this range from the armouring of
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the medieval knight to the dressing of a matador.
transformation of man into warrior.

This is the

The ceremony that transforms the

rooster to battle cock is the heeling process.
The fighting cock is held carefully by an assistant while the
handler ties on the spurs.
cock's legs and feet.

First the handler carefully washes the

After the legs are dried the handler will wrap

strips of "mole skin" around the leg above and below the natural spur
until the leg band on the spur fits snugly against the leg. The natural
spur stub is also wrapped til the heel socket fits snugly around the
spur stub.

When the legs and spur stubs are wrapped so the heel fits,

the leathers are folded across the front of the leg.
tied on with waxed linen thread .
handler.

The spur is then

The tie pattern varies from handler to

Some ties cross, others wrap straight around.

However it is

done, the artificial spur has to be firmly tied so it will not slip or
come loose.
the match.

If a spur slips or comes loose it cannot be retied during
Sometimes the horny shell of a cock's natural spur will

break away from the soft inner growth and the heel wobbles, thus losing
its effectiveness.

This is called "shelling a heel."

handler who shells heel during a match.

Woe to the

He will be ridden mercilessly

by his fellow cockers often to a chorus of "who heeled that chicken.•
If this happens very often a handler will lose his position and the
regard of his peers.
When the cock is completely heeled he is set down and moved around
to see if he is going to interfere with his heels.

The handler can also

see if his heels are positioned to provide maximum cutting
effectiveness.

When the heels are tied to the satisfaction of the

handler the cock's feathers are smoothed , his head is washed and his
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eyes cleaned.

The warrior is presented for the battle not only well

armed but well dressed.
A parody of this process of dressing the warrior was seen in the
movie Cat Ballou when Lee 1•1arvin was dressing for his gunfight.35
Marvin, who plays a shabby, filthy drunk, was bathed, sobered up and
dressed in elegant style. His guns were stainless steel with
mother-of-pearl handles encased in holsters of polished black leather.
He was no longer a pathetic drunk to be mocked, pitied and reviled, but
now a fighting man in all his glory to be feared and respected.
Another movie that showed this transformation of man to warrior was
Valdez Is Coming 36 Burt Lancaster was cast as a has-been lawman
who has fallen from his former state to a guard on a stage coach.

He

was trapped into killing a man who was innocent, then decided to avenge
the man's life on those who deceived him.

He went back to his cabin,

pulled out a trunk which contained the weapons and dress he used in his
former glory day.

As he dressed and armed himself his metamorphosis

from has-been to warrior was complete.

He then went on to triumph

against tremendous odds.
The well-heeled, full-feathered battle cock has become indeed the
feathered warrior by extension.

The owner and handler of the

battle-ready cock is placing himself in the arena.
The extension of man as the battle cock is of supreme importance
when looking at the mystique of cockfighting.
male-oriented sport.
a pit.

Cockfighting is a very

I have never seen a woman handle a battle cock in

The term cock itself is a common reference to the male genitals.

This is also true in the Bali cocking fraternity.37

"Cocky" is a

term that means proud and boastful, which is the fighting cock all over.
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The game fighting cock is absolutely without fear.
in severe shock he will continue to fight.

Mortally wounded and

This attribute in the male

persona is greatly admired by many in our culture.

We even have honored

the victorious warrior with the highest office of the land, that of the
presidency of the United States in the notable cases of George
Washington, Ulysses Grant and Dwight Eisenhower.

A game cock has all of

these attributes in ample proportion.
The primal urge of the hunter-killer is also satisfied when the man
pits his battle cock.
to the death.

The cock not only fights for the man but fights

In order to win he must kill his opponent.

Every

aggressive urge that must be supressed in a civil society can be let run
free for a few moments through the battle of the fighting cocks.

To see

a demonstration of this all one has to do is watch the reaction of the
crowd as favorites win or die.

Most leave a cockfight as emotionally

and physically spent as if they had engaged in extreme sexual activity.
I am not saying the release is sexual but the physical and emotional
release is very similar.
I think part of the appeal of blood sports as well as mock blood
sports, such as football, is this emotional and physical release.

The

adrenalin flows in both spectator and participant and this produces a
high that neither drugs nor alcohol can duplicate.

When the high burns

off the release is complete.
Alan Oundes, in his article in the April, 1978, issue of Western
Folklore on the sexuality of football and mock blood sports makes this
point. The football uniform "accents the rna 1e physique," the upper body
is enlarged and the lower body is dressed in extremely tight pants with
a padded codpiece.

"This allows the male players to engage in
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hand-holding, hugging, and bottom patting which would be disapproved of
in any other context.•38 This sexual symbolism within an all-male
group is pushed to the psychoanalytic point that the football represents
a male phallus being pushed into a vagina (the goal) and the team with
the "balls" emerges the winner.

"Thus football [as well as cocking]

falls into the general range of male rituals around the world in which
masculinity is defined and affirmed.•39
Women are allowed as spectators but not as participants at football
games.

The same pattern holds true for cockfights.

This emphasizes

that both are single-sex activities controlled by and participated in by
males.

The male player is football and the male cockers and male cocks

are the cockfight.
The padding of the football player prevents the shedding of blood
but the hits, groans and occasional injuries produce in the audience the
same vocal and physical response as does the actual bleeding injuries
inflicted in a bullfight or a cockfight.
same physical release in these sports.

The spectators experience the
The mock blood sports elicit the

same response as do the true blood sports.

Conditioning

The last two months of conditioning of the stag or cock are the
most critical. The conditioner wants his birds to peak the day they
fight.

The roosters are fed a high-protein, high-fiber diet.

This is a

mix of cracked corn, whole oats with the hulls on. barley and wheat.
The whites of hard-boiled eggs and lettuce or other vegetable matter are
also used.

If the cocks are in scratch pens or on ties they do not need
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the vegetable because they will eat grass and other plant matter.
water intake is also controlled.

Daily

This is called "drying out." Enough

water is fed to maintain good health and tissue tone but by reducing
fluid intake the blood is thickened in the process.

This reduction of

fiuids helps retard bleeding, control shock and eliminates the sluggish
feeling a cock on full water has.

This conditioning period is called a

"keep." During the keep the birds are given controlled daily exercises
usually called "walks and flies."
For a walk, a cock is placed on a board about twelve to eighteen
inches wide and three to five feet long.

The conditioner pushes the

cock quickly back and forth along the board.
for a human athlete.

This is much like running

After a few walks the cock is placed on a table

and with a forward, twisting motion the cock is flipped into the air.
This is called a "fly." The fly causes the cock to flap his wings and
reach out with his feet as if he were spurring in a fight.

This process

is repeated usually twice a day with the frequency and duration varying
according to the whim of the cocker and the condition of the cock.
The idea and ideal is to bring the cock to the peak of condition
with good endurance and long powerful muscles on the day he fights .

Too

much muscle and the cock will tie up (see Appendix 1) in a fight; not
enough and he tires too quickly.

He also needs the lung and heart to go

the distance in the drag pit (see Appendix 1). Keeps vary from cocker
to cocker and year to year , new ideas are tried and modified.
works one year may not the next.
9.

What

A typical keep can be seen in Appendix

This is the keep of Colonel John Hadigan, a renowned cocker.
All cockers recognize the importance of a good keep.

Some who have

developed a successful keep have formed schools in which they teach
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their methods for a fee.

Some offer both a residency training period as

well as correspondence courses (see Appendix 10).

There is an excellent keep program taught in Grand Junction,
Colorado, at the River Vi ew Game Farm that some cockers from Utah have
attended (see Appendix 11, lla, . b) .

There are a few cockers who trave l

around from area to area teaching their methods to local groups.
Because of this, the competency of local cockers is constantly
improving.

However, the most common method of teaching is still the

time-honored method of master to apprentice, most often from father to
son or adult role model to eager beginner.

There is no substitute for

hands-on experience .
The feeding program during the keep is of great i mportance.

Many

cockers keep their feed mixes secret, feeling this may be the edge over
the competition.

Over the last few years many new feed supplements have

been developed for the livestock and poultry business.
been quick to adapt these supplements to their keeps.

Cockers have
Some cockers have

developed their own supplements which they market to other cockers (see
Appendix 12 for examples).
One of the oldest and most relied on feed supplements is
strychnine.

Many cockers in the Utah area feed controlled amounts of

strychnine in their keeps.

One old cocker told me, "when you get them

right on strychnine, they're unbeatable."
they feed strychnine.

I have asked many cockers why

Some say it gives the cocks more staying power.

Others say it keens and sharpens the reflexes.
cocks on strychnine just fight better.
cocking:

I think it is like so much of

if it seems to work, others try it.

strychnine are hard to doubt.

Still others say that

The benefits of

It has been in widespread use for over
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fifty years.

Yet, it is used for such a wide variety of reasons that

feeding strychnine should be considered a folk belief.

However there is

some clinical evidence that, "strychnine improves the tone of the
voluntary and involuntary muscles throughout the body.•40
Strychnine is not as toxic to poultry as it is to mammals because of the
gizzard in poultry, so ft can be fed in controlled amounts and not prove
toxic to the battle cock.41
One of the real problems in the battle is internal bleeding.

When

a cock is spurred through the lung, the lung fills with blood. This
injury is called a lung rattle because of the distinctive sound a cock
makes when breathing with the injury.

The lung needs to be cleared of

blood before the cock drowns.
To clear the lung the handler will hold the cock tipped breast
forward , stretch the neck and hold the mouth open and literally pour the
blood out of his lungs.

Some cockers will put the cock's head in their

mouths and suck the blood out.

Geertz, in his study on Balinese

cockfighting, noticed the same phenomena.

In speaking of the handler he

said,
He blows fn its mouth putting the whole chicken head in his
own mouth and sucking and blowing, fluffs it, stuffs its
wounds with various sorts of medicines, and generally tries
anything he can think of to arouse the last ounce of spirit
which may be hidden somewhere within.42
Some enterprising cockers have even developed compounds that will
help stop and control bleeding.
cock throw a rattle.

Some compounds will supposedly help a

These go beyond the drying out part of the keep

(see Appendix 13).
Another reason the handler will blow on a cock's head is to help
control shock.

Some handlers blow warm air and other s blow cool air.
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By blowing out vigorously a handler can produce a stream of cool air.
To produce a flow of warm air the handler will open his mouth and
breathe out gently.

Some handlers will give a cock a few drops of lemon

juice during a handle as a shock aid.

Some others may give a drop or

two of strychnine, believing it acts like a shot of adrenalin.

The

handler will hold the cock's beak open and squeeze whatever his mixture
is out of a sponge into the cock's mouth.

A drop of two is sufficient.

Some cockers have developed their own shock aids and are marketing them
to other cockers (see Appendix 14).
Through selective breeding and better conditioning methods the
cocks are getting tougher each year .

Anything that will give a cocker

an edge over his opponent he is willing to try.

The winning cockers are

the ones who come up with that extra edge year after year.
Along with the scientific methods are the old folk methods.

I

talked to one cocker who told me that a stag hatched in the light of the
moon will be a keener, more aggressive cock than one hatched in the dark
of the moon.
bleeder.

The stag hatched in the light of the moon, is, however, a

The stag hatched in the dark of the moon will not be a flashy

fighter but he will be a stayer. He will not bleed as badly as a light
moon cock. 43 This old cocker would set his eggs so he would hatch
both kinds.

Eggs hatch in a twenty-one to twenty-seven-day period of

incubation.

This closely follows the moon cycle so the setting is not

too hard to time.

The chickens were conditioned much the same but he

swore they fought differently.
The connecting of the light phase of the moon with free bleeding is
a fairly common folk belief.

My maternal grandfather and my mother

would never allow a calf to be castrated , dehorned or earmarked in the
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light of the moon.

My grandfather was a rancher who ran hundreds of

cattle and he never varied his rule.

Conversely, we would butcher

animals in the light of the moon so the carcass would bleed cleaner.
Whatever the keep method or the reason behind it, the
spring-hatched stags are ready to fight in early December.

From

Thanksgiving weekend on, a serious cocker can fight every Saturday
somewhere in the state.

The Pit

The cockpits in the state of Utah are mostly remodeled barns and
dairy parlors.

The exteriors of the buildings are seldom touched so as

to maintain an outward appearance of non-use.

The interior is

extensively remodeled to include a main pit and usually two drag pits.
The main pit is an arena of approximately twenty feet by eight feet.
The measurements are not set by rule, for the interior score lines are
the important measurement.

The drag pits are usually half the size of

the main pits. The floors of the pits are coarse sand .

The walls are a

drape of canvas attached to metal, wood, or plastic frames.

The owner

of the pit will build bleacher seating around the main pit for
spectators.

Because the fights are fn the winter, wood-burning stoves

or heaters of some sort are provided for comfort.

Very often a

concession area is set up to provide hot or cold drinks, donuts and hot
sandwiches.

Alcoholic beverages are not served at the pits and are

banned at some (see Appendix 15).

Emotions run high enough without

adding the social combustion of alcohol to the situation.
The pit owners usually charge an admission fee for spectators.
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Members of the sponsoring game club and visiting cockers arc often
allowed in free of charge. The game clubs are organized on a local,
regional, state, and multi-state basis.

The clubs on a local level are

organized to give a group of cockers a sense of cohesiveness.

The club

has regular monthly meetings where members can give advice as to club
functions.

The clubs have an elected president , vice president,

secretary-treasurer and board of directors.

The club officers decide

fight schedules and locations for the coming year.

They arrange with

pit owners to hold the fights in their respective pits on given dates.
Some clubs such as the Utah County Game Breeders' Association own their
own pit so all fights are held there.
The club officials will also decide which set or sets of rules the
club will fight under for the year .

The club members have input but the

club officers make the final decisions.

The club officials can also

revoke the membership of a club member who refuses to abide by the rules
or is a poor sportsman.

This is an important aspect because only club

members are allowed to fight in club sponsored matches.

However

memberships from other recognized clubs are honored at the matches.
Membership in local or state clubs is usually accomplished by
application or invitation.

The Utah County Game Breeders' Association

memberships are on an invitation only basis.
sponsored by a member in good standing .

A new member has to be

Then after a review by the club

officials the person is invited to join the club. There is also a
yearly fee charged to retain membership.
The local clubs very often affiliate themselves with the state game
clubs.

The state game clubs are more legislative bodies than sponsors

of fights.

Many state game clubs actively lobby their state
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legislatures about gaming laws and provide slush funds to help cockers
who may face prosecution.

The state officers are elected from the local

clubs and meet on a regular basis.

The state club is also joined by the

cockers from the local clubs and their membership fees help fund the
state body.
There is also a national game breeders' association called the
United Gamefowl Breeders' Association.

This was organized in 1976 and

is headquartered fn Glen Alpine, North Carolina.
for 1985-86 is Belton Hodges from Arizona.

The national president

Each affiliate state is

allowed one seat on the national board of directors .

The representative

from Utah for 1985-86 fs Eldon Barney, an old-time cocker from Salt Lake
County.
U.B.G.A .•

There are thirty-one state organizations affiliated with the
The national directors keep a close watch on any national

legislation that will in any way affect the sport of gamecocking and ar e
quick to lobby against ft.

A good example of this was a bill introduced

in Congress to outlaw interstate shipments of game fowl for· any purpose.
This would have severely crippled the sport, so a lobbying effort was
launched that killed the bill in committee.

The national club also

helps fund poultry research at major universities that will identify and
control poultry diseases.
Pits in Utah are mostly hand-made affairs that are functional but
not too elaborate. There is one notable exception , however.

A few

years ago the game club that is centered in Utah County purchased some
desert land from the United States Government and built a nice cinder
block pit a few miles west of Cove Fort, Utah.

The pit was centered on

a forty-acre parcel of land and a fence was constructed around the
boundary. The only access gate was guarded by two club members on fight
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night.

They allowed only cockers and family members to enter the

property.

This action cut down on non-club spectators attending the

fight and gave an early warning of any law
area.

~nforcement

activity in the

This pit was constructed especially for fighting gamecocks.

There arc holding pens around the wall, a compact but ample concession
area, a large well-lighted main pit and two drag pits.
surrounded by bleachers for spectators.
also provided.

The pits are

Weigh-in and heeling areas are

This is an excellent, well-maintained pit and very

popular with area cockers.
Pits in the southeastern part of the United States are much more
elaborate affairs .

The game clubs are larger and better financed.

The

southeastern clubs usually hold two-to-four day meets rather than
Saturday night affairs as they do in Utah.

The number of cockers and

entries involved makes this possible (see Appendix 16).

Also, in the

South, law enforcement officials do not bother the pits and are often
employed by the pits to make sure things do not get out of hand.

County

and state officials are active cockers and are in ample evidence at the
southern pits (see Appendix 6).

Many of these officials use their

influence to keep pits open and operating.

At the 1985 annual meeting

of the Copperstate Game Breeders' Association, state officials were
keynote speakers.

As reported in the February 1985 edition of The

Feathered Warrior:
Senator Polly Getzwiller spoke about individual rights and
freedoms and how important it is to contact your legislators
on issues you feel strongly about.
Representative Jim Hardegen spoke about the importance of
keeping the traditions of the Southwest alive in Arizona. He
said we should never be ashamed of what we do. It is part of
our cultural heritage and that organizations like ours are
the best thing we could do to further our cause.44
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There are numerous game clubs around the United States that
advertise their fight schedules and entry requirements in the gaming
magazines (see Appendix 3, Ja, b, c, d, e).
Texas is a popular and highly respected pit.

The Sunset Game Club in
Probably the most widely

respected pit in the United States is Copperstate near Phoenix, Arizona.
This pit is operated by the Copperstate Gamefowl Breeders' Association,
which boasts a membership of over five hundred members.
built exclusively for gamefowl and is well maintained.

Their pit was
To fight at

Copperstate is much like driving in the Indianapolis 500 or running a
horse in the Kentucky Derby.
r~any

Only the very best fight at Copperstate.

l•lexican cockers come to Copperstate to enter the slasher derbies.

These Hexican cockers are well·monied, owning the finest cocks breeding
can produce and money can buy.
reserved for matadors.

Their handlers have social rank usually

A cocker had better "come tough" when he goes

against them.
Cockfighting is widespread throughout the United States, especially
in the Sun Belt. The pits are important because this is where the
testing of man and bird is done.

A well-run pit with fair referees

needs never worry about ample entrees.

The Battle

Near the set fight day the cocker will check his stags and cocks
that he feels are in prime condition and ready to fight .
together an entry that will run from three to eight cocks.
may take a few extra roosters to fight some hack matches.

He will put
The cocker
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A hack match is an impromptu duel between two cockers. The birds
are not part of the derby entry.

A cocker will just announce that he has

a rooster of such a weiaht to hack.
match for him he will answer.

The challenger usually allows the cocker

who answers him his choice of spurs.
the pit.

If someone else in his hearing has a

They spur up, make a bet and enter

Hack matches are under the same rules and have a referee like

the regular derby entry.

The hacks are fought before the derby, during

the breaks in the derby action and after the derby.
ace will be taken along as a hack.

Very often a favorite

The hack matches also help a young

cocker get experience without making a complete derby entry. It is a
good- way for a cocker to see if a new bloodline or cross-breed he is

-

trying can go the distance.

Hacks are every bit as exciting or even

more so than a derby match.

Hacks can really get exciting if two

well-established cockers

go

head to head.

The day of the fight the cocks are given a teaspoon of damp, ground
corn, no water. They are kept in darkened pens so they will be
completely rested at fight time.
Just prior to leaving for the pit the cocker will place his battle
cocks in carrying boxes that are shaped and dimensioned as in Figure 1.
The carrying boxes are elaborate things.

They are painted in a variety

of colors and have a myria.d of designs on the front.

The name of the

game farm or the cocker's nickname is also painted on the box.

Some of

the most popular motifs are crossed spurs, chickens fighting, a skull
wfth crossed spurs below it, or a single battle cock. The colors are
usually bright with the name and motif in contrasting colors.
Many of the Mexican cockers have religious icons painted on their
boxes.

The Christian cross and Our Lady of Guadalupe are very popular.

Many of the Mexican boxes are painted in loud, bright colors with red,

..
black , yellow and dark blue popular.
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Carrying box.

Boxes are often divided into two compartments so two cocks can be
'
carried i n one box. The boxes have
air holes on tpe ends to allow for

circulation.

When the boxes are closed they are dark inside.

Some

cockers even line t heir boxes with black cloth or paint the inside black
to make it darker still.
t hey were roosting.

The dar kness causes the cocks to react as if

It keeps them calm and they arrive at t he pit

rested.
·After the cocks are ~ICighed and banded at the pit they are returned
to the boxes.

Some pits provide fly pens but these are reserved for

cockers who have to travel some distance.

This allows their battle

cocks to stretch and move around a bit.
The cocks arc removed fronl the boxes when it is time to heel them.
The heeling procoss wakes them and the handler will briskly rub the legs
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and body to get the blood flowing.
Some cockers will hold their roosters near the pit when a fight is
going on.

The sight of the battling cocks will get the adrenalin

flowing and make a cock alert and ready to fight.
The cockboxes are the most outwardly visible of all the cocker's
paraphernalia.
mystique.

The boxes are a folk art form and express the cocker

The designs are bold in character and bright in color.

This

reflects the personality of the individual cocker better than his
demeanor does.

I have observed brash outgoing cockers carry subdued

boxes with little design.

Their chickens usually fight the same way.

Other modest cockers carry the brightest boxes with their names
emblazoned on them and they fight good chickens.
knows he is good and does not have to brag.

Here is a guy who

His boxes and his chickens

are his brag.
I know other cockers watch this also.

Once my friend and I took an

entry of his father's stags to one pit while his father and brother took
an entry to another.

His father took the boxes so we carried our

entries in cardboard appleboxes tied with twine.

Many of the cockers

there didn't know who we were and figured they had a couple of country
bumpkins fresh for the picking.

We had a stag entry and had won the

first three straight before thy started to realize things were not as
they appeared.

We ended up winning the derby five straight but I will

never forget the looks we got carrying our stags in in appleboxes.
The box designs reflect the whole macho mystique of the cockers.
The battle cock as warrior is painted on the boxes .
express the idea of the fight itself.

Two cocks in battle

The crossed spurs is a variant of

the crossed sword motif seen on many items from razor blades to wall
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decorations and family coat of arms.

The field artillery battalions of

the United Stated Army used crossed cannons as their symbol.

The box

designs seem to express a macho identification of the battle cock as
warrior and the spurs as his arms.

This idea also expresses the

mystique of the man as warrior using the spur as sword engaged in
personal, hand-to-hand combat.

That is the highest test of personal

courage, to be locked chest to chest in mortal combat.
When the battle cocks are brought to the pit they are weighed and a
numbered band is placed around the leg.

The number is entered in a log

book next to the owner's name and time of entry.

The leg band is not

removed until the handlers bring the cocks into the arena and the
referee will match the leg bands with the entry information.
referee will remove the leg bands.

Then the

If the band is not on the cock's leg

or the numbers do not match, the offending handler has to forfeit the
match and his cock is eliminated from the fight .

This is an effort to

eliminate ringers and keep things fair.
When all the birds are weighed and banded the pit officials and a
club representative will match the board.

This is a pairing of the

entries determining who will fight who and in which order.
match will pit birds at rand om according to weight.

A blind

This can be a bad

situation for a cocker who brings two compl ete derby entries.
end up fighting himself.

lie can

Most pits favor this method because then the

luck of the draw is what makes the matches.
Some pit officials will try to match older more experienced cockers
with each other and the less experienced with their peers.

This method

can leave pit officials open to charges of favoritism but no method is
totally perfect.

Hack matches, as explained before, are arranged among
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the cockers themselves.

They arc fought by the rules and refereed like

any other match.
A stag derby Is for stags only and cocks are matched against cocks.
Chicken weights and spur lengths are in common.

The matches are

designated as short heels, long heels or knives before the derby starts
so the cockers know before hand what they will be fighting with.

Long

heels will never fight short and neither will fight slashers.
The period from the time the cocker finishes weighing his chickens
till the match starts is an important socializing period.

Cockers renew

acquaintances, introduce friends and family that may be there for the
first time.

The best way to be accepted by the group is to be

introduced by a member of the group.
club in Utah County

~tas

l•ly own introduction into a game

by accompanying an established cocker who

introduced me as his son.

I was granted free entry into the pit and

though many there knew I was not his son, I was accepted readily because
"my father" vouched for me.
Gossip common to cockers is exchanged. The talk ranges through the
spectrum of interests common to any rural social gathering.
however, always comes around to chickens and cockers.

The talk,

They exchange

information about breeding and conditioning, what is new is heels and
other equipment.

If someone has a new set of heels he is apt to show

them around and get the other cockers' opinions about his purchase.
Deals are made to buy, sell, or trade breeding stock.

Hack matches are

arranged between individuals, odds given and bets set.
For newcomers this Is an important time within the group.

Oral

traditions are passed and new cockers are instructed by the old hands as
to the best way to do anything they want to know about.
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When the pit is ready, the sand smoothed and watered and the
referee on hand, the hack matches start.

The hacks are interesting

matches in that someone may be trying a new breed of cock he has
recently purchased.
fly.

Some old ace cocks may be matched and the side bets

A beginning cocker may be getting his baptism of fire with a hack

match or two.

The hack matches set the mood and stimulate the bettors

and spectators.
A word needs to be said about referees.
chosen from the rank and file of cockers.
rules and have a lot of experience.
pit or break it.
honesty.

Referees are by and large

They are men who know the

A good referee can either make a

The prime criteria for a good referee is impeccable

After that, knowledge of rules and the ability not to be

swayed from a decision are secondary.

A lot of hand l ers will call for

the count even when they do not deserve it just to see if a referee will
give it to them.

The referee has to follow a match closely so he will

not make this mistake.

The same thing goes for a handle.

Like all

sporting events referees are yelled at and vilified by spectator and
participant alike.

For this reason a lot of cockers are reluctant to

volunteer to referee.
Another problem is the method of payment for the referee.
pits pay a flat rate to referees per match they oversee.
goes one pitting or one hundred he gets the same pay.

Some

If the match

A referee has to

stay with a match from start to finish, from main pit to drag pit.
Some pits will have the winner of the match pay the referee. This
is a popular practice because this way the referee will not favor one
party over the other.

He will get paid no matter who wins.

The winner

also has money he has just collected from his win to pay with.

The pit
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officials set the amount to be paid, usually in the five-to-ten dollar
range per match.
The problem of good referees is a nation-wide concern and is often
voiced in the national game magazines.

In the April, 1984, issue of The

Gamecock Al Rowe addressed some of the concerns of referees in the
eastern and mid-western pits.
West; low pay and honesty.

His concerns are much like ours is the

He believes that if referees are better paid

they will have no reason to be dishonest.45
Hike Ratliff of Menlo, Alabama, has started some schools for
cockers and referees that he moves around the country.
schools took place in the

l~ountain

One of his

West from 20 April 1985 to 4 Hay 1985

in Middleton, Idaho (see Appendix 17).

Such efforts will certainly

upgrade the quality of refereeing around the country.

It is a needed

step and will be welcomed by cockers everywhere.
I have seen very few matches in the Utah area that have had much
trouble with poor referees.

Most of the referees are cockers who have

problems handling because of age and stiff joints.
the sport and will help out where needed.

They still follow

I also feel the cultural

emphasis on honesty found in the main society of Mormon Utah has an
influence on the cocker group as a whole.
The other important human participants in the match are the
handlers.

A battle-cock handler is the top of the social order in the

world of cockers.

A good handler is a king.

Friends buy him drinks,

his word is respected and his presence is revered.

Young cockers

idolize him and vie to be his students.
Many breeders will handle their own chickens or the wealthy will
hire a known handler.

Whatever else he may be in the everyday world,
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when he steps in the pit he is a handler.
keep the cock fighting no matter what.
inferior bird a winner.

It is the handler's task to

A superior handler can ma ke an

The character of Chicken George in t he novel

Roots is a good example.

The visiting wealthy Englishman complimented

George on hi s handling skill, then arranged for George to accompany him
back to England as a handler.46
When a fight is moved to the drag pits, both chickens are often
more dead than alive.

Kere the handler has to keep his wounded chicken

fighting.

He has to prevent shock, combat bleeding , especially internal

bleeding .

He has to clear rattles, keep the chicken's head clean so

feathers will not stick on the blood and blind the cock.

Ke has to know

how to get just one mor e aggressive mo ve out of his chicken before he
succumbs to his wounds.

I have often seen two dead cocks exit the drag

pit, the battle won by superior handling.
When the handlers enter the pit the referee will have them bill
their cocks.

This is done by holding the cock's feet in one hand and

supporting him across the opposing arm.

The cocks are held head to head

and allowed to peck at each other until they become aroused and ready to
fight .
referee.

The handl ers nod their readiness to each other and to the
They then move to their respective ends of the pit, this being

determined by choice of the handler or a coin toss by the referee.

The

cocks are placed on the score lines at each end of the pit, fifteen feet
apart.

The handler holds his cock by the tail until the referee says,

"pit." The handler releases his cock and steps back.
push hi s cock forward.

A handler cannot

When the cocks are freed they advance and the

battle is joined.
The only time a handler can touch his chicken from that point on is
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when the referee calls a handle.

This occurs when the cocks tie up or

one gets his spurs caught in the canvas sides of the pit.
when the chicken's spurs get caught in his opponent.

A tie-up is

The handler will

hold his chicken while the other handler pulls the spurs out of his own
chicken. This way the handler cannot twist a spur in his opponent while
freeing him.
The handle will last for two minutes while handlers work on their
chickens.

Neither the handlers nor the cocks can leave the pit during

the battle, or they automatically lose the fight.
the pit side with anything the handler may need.

An assistant is at
At a minute and a half

the referee warns the handlers and they approach the score lines. The
process of starting the fight is then repeated.
If the cocks are unable to leave the long score they are brought to
the short score at eighteen inc hes apart.

On the short score the

handler holds the cock in his hand with the cock's feet off the ground.
When the referee says, "pit," the cocks are placed on the short score.
Again the handler cannot push his cock forward, he only sets him down.
About this point in the match the contestants are moved to the drag pit
where there is only a short score.
The fights are finished by the death of either battling cock or by
the last wounded cock to make an aggressive move .
importance of gameness is most evident.
last quiver.

This is where the

A "game• cock will fight to t he

The handlers also earn their reputations in the drag pits.

It is their passion to keep a badly wounded and dying cock fighting with
his last breath.
The last aggressive move can be a spurring action or a pecking
motion.

Then comes a "count." This is an audible counting of one
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through twenty by the referee.

If the opponent cock does not break the

count by making an aggressive move the birds are handled.

This process

is repeated through another count of twenty , then a short count of ten.
If the count is not broken the cock with the count wins.
During the count the referee must be very alert to the movements of
both chickens and the claims and counterclaims of the handlers.

If the

referee wants to cheat he can either break or hold a count for either
opponent and thus affect the outcome of the match.

The drag pits make

or break referees and handlers.
Cockers pit birds not only for fame but gain as well.
at the fights comes from betting.

Money made

The owners of the cocks make a face

to face bet on the outcome of the match.

The handlers make a face to

face bet while they are billing their birds.

When the amount of their

bet is settled they may pick up some side bets with the spectators as
we 11 •
The spectators will shout back and forth across the pit the amount
of their bet and which bird they are backing.
grey" wfll begin the cha 11 enge.

A shout of, "fifty on the

If someone wants to back the opponent

for the full fifty he wi 11 shout, "I' 11 take that fifty. • If no one
wants to cover the full fifty someone may shout, "I take ten of that
fifty."

The challenger will then accept piece bets until his full fifty

has been covered.

There is no written record of the bets offered or

accepted but I have never seen anyone forget with whom he had what
amount wagered.
If a fight moves to the drag pit and a new main is started the
betting process is repeated so it is possible to have money riding on as
many as three fights at the same time.

Most bets in the Utah pits run

49

around twenty-five dollars.

I have seen the handlers pit bets as low as

five dollars and as high as two hundred but they average twenty to
twenty-five dollars.
Some of the larger pits in the southern part of the United States
will run calcuttas, which are similar to baseball or football pools.
The people who have bet on the winning
to the size of their original bet.

chic~ens

split the pot according

The owner of the winning cock gets a

percentage of the pool and so do the pit owners.

The largest bets I

have ever seen exchanged were at a Mexican slasher derby at Copperstate
in Arizona.

Some Mexican

exchanged bets of thousands of

coc~ers

dollars.
Betting at

coc~fights

is an overt expression of machismo.

larger the bet the bigger the man.

The

It is also a way for the spectator

to become involved in the fight as well.

When a person bets, he is in

effect buying an interest in the cock he is backing.

If he wins he is

immediately rewarded for his good judgment and is compensated for taking
a risk.

The adulation of his fellows is often more satisfying than the

monetary awards.

In a

coc~fight

the betting opponents are in a

face-to-face confrontation, a man-against-man contest so to

spea~.

Informal horseracing is another example of this man-to-man,
face-to-face confrontation. The individual is matching his

~nowledge,

sense and gut feeling against an opponent he can see, feel and

tal~

to.

Informal betting at other sporting events share this dynamic.

This is

opposed to the formal betting done at a horse or dog track where the
bettors make their wagers against a faceless entity at a barred window.
Some tracks are even going to computerized betting machines so the
bettor is wagering against an electronic box.

This eliminates the
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personal confrontation of face-to-face wagering.
Wagering is an important dynamic of the cockfight .
and even expected to take place at the fights.

It is accepted

Similarly, yelling and

cheering are socially acceptable at high school, college, or
professional sporting events.

People are allowed public behavior at a

sporting event that they might be ostracized for at other times.
Sporting C!Vents tend to be social levelers, for saint and sinner ,
president and pauper, all behave much the same way.
this same dynamic.

A cockfight has

There is no social rank established in the outside

world around the pits.
Cockfighting is not a broadly popular sport and is rather self
defining in scope. The illegality of the sport contr ibu t es to this.
Only those who have a vested interest are usual l y i nvolved.
owners do not advertise for spectators to atte nd.
just the opposite.

The pit

In fact they prefer

Some clubs will only allow members to attend (see

Appendix 18).
Professional gamblers also like to bet on cockfights because it is
harder to rig a cockfight than any other sport.

There is so much

projection of the man into the animal that for a cocker to fix a fight
would be to commit ritual suicide.

Cockers tend to be conservative in

their approach to life and are by nature a fair-minded lot.

They are

the yeomanry, the property owners, taxpayers, churchgoers, and family
men.

These men are not party to criminal activities, and to fix a fight

would be criminal.
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Folklaw

The term "folklaw," as it applies to this thesis , is the use of the
law enforcement body of the parent society to enforce the understood law
or code of behavior of the folk group.

People tend to be inhibited by

the presence of a law enforcement officer.

Note how people reduce their

vehicle's speed when they see a highway patrolman on the freeway.

Pit

owners in the South hire off-duty policemen, in uniform, to patrol their
cockpits. The activity of cockfighting is illegal but the force of the
law enforcement is not used to stop the cockfight.

The force is used to

curb unruly behavior of people attending the cockfight.

This same force

of formal law enforecement has been used by cockers in Utah to close
pits in two instances.

The sport was not curtailed .

The unruly

out-group was discouraged from attending the cockfights.
Even though cockfighting is by statute illegal, in the mind of the
cockers it is a sport and not a criminal activity.

This absence of a

criminal element is one of the reasons law enforcement officials tend to
ignore cockf ighting activities.

Sometimes there is an outside group

that makes itself known at the cockfights, that creates a disturbance.
This out-group is made up of older teens and young adults who are drawn
to the cockfights because of the thrill of doing something illegal. The
cockers in northern Utah county devised a very effective way of dealing
with such out-groups.
Because of the illegality of the sport, cocker s do all they can to
avoid the attention of law enforcement officials.
held in secluded areas away from the

~ainstream

Their matches are

of soci ety.

attempt to limit the attendance of idle spectators .

The cockers

It is from this
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group trouble will come if it comes.

To the cockers themselves and

their families, cockfighting is a serious sport.

They also have a

substantial financial investment tied up in raising and fighting
chickens.

The idle spectators, on the other hand, are thrill-seekers

and have no loyalty to the cocker group.

They often come to the fights

drinking , make reckless bets which they often lose, and they can end up
fighting and causing problems.

This activity will bring the attention

of law enforcement officials quicker than the actual cockfighting.
The illegality of the sport has created a very closed fraternity.
Secrecy and group loyalty are of the utmost importance. Strict
adherence to the laws of the group is essential .

When this law or code

is violated by an outsider, the outside group has to be eliminated.
Though cockfighting is illegal in Utah, it is by and large ignored
by

la~'

enforcement officials.

crime.

Cockfighting is a so-called victimless

The unwary are not being ripped off.

coerced into attending a cockfight.

No one is forced or

Betting in any modest form has

always been considered by society at large to be a harmless practice.
The popularity of Nevada and Atlantic City casinos as well as state-run
lotteries is testament to this.
themselves.

Another important factor is the cockers

They are family men and property owners.

They vote for

public officials. very often the public officials themselves are
cockers.

In my own experience two members of a game club in northern

Utah County were police officers.
The attitude of law enforcement officials toward cockers is that if
you don't make any waves we will leave you alone .

With that policy in

mind it is necessary to control the out-group that assembles at cock
fights.

When the in-group can no longer control the out-group through
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restricted attendance, no-drinking rules or whatever, it must resort to
help

fr~n

the parent society in controlling the rowdies.

In one case the in-group helped organize what could be called a
controlled raid.

One of the in-group members, who is a police officer,

revealed to the sheriff the location and time of a coming cockfight.

The sheriff planned a raid using the informing officer as a point man
because of his knowledge of the pit.

The informing officer then told

the in-group of his fellow cockers the day and time the raid had been
planned.
The night of the raid the fight was conducted as usual , the only
difference being that the cockboxes were filled with junker birds.

The

out-group could not tell the difference between a good fight and a bad
one, so they misbehaved themselves as usual.

About the time the raid

was to take place the cockers broke the action and boxed their spurs and
other paraphernalia.
drink.

They milled around and had a hamburger and soft

A few of them raked and watered the pit so the out-group thought

nothing of the break in the action.

About that time the doors fiew open

and the raid began.
It was obvious what had been going on, but because no one was
actually holding or fighting a bird the sheriff could not arrest anyone
for cockfighting .

The informing officer then directed the attention of

the raiding officers to the rowdy out-group.

The out-group offenders

were then arrested for everything from disturbing the peace to
possession of alcohol or controlled substances.
The sheriff knew the cockers and knew that a fight had been in
progress.

However, the rules of evidence are such that without actually

having caught anyone fighting no arrests can be made for cockfighting.
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The Utah gaming laws are so poorly written that no prosecuting attorney
wants to test them in court.
The arrests of the out-group will cause them to lose interest in
the cockfights and the cockers can get back to their business.

The

raided pit will be closed for awhile, but there will be a fight the next
Saturday night in an alternate location.
This is not a common occurance but it does illustrate how the law
of the parent society is used to enforce the rules of the group.

In the

southern part of the United States law enforcement officers are paid by
pit managers to act as bouncers at the pits.
County and city officials, including police officers, who are
involved in cockfighting feel a loyalty to the folk group of cockers.
By being members of the group they do not feel they have compromised
their professional ethics.

Being a member of this group in no way

inhibits the performance of their civic duties.

They feel they can be

loyal to and effective in both groups.
What the cockers have done is use the force of the parent society
of which they are members, to help enforce the rules of their own
sub-group.

This to me is a working definition of folklaw.

The folk

group controls its own members with its own code of rules and uses the
law of the parent society to aid them in controlling a troublesome
out-group.
The incident c1ted above was used to close a pit in Birdseye, Utah,
in 1979.

Another case in point happened in Salt Lake County in 1977.

pit notorious for Its rowdiness and the rough crowd it drew was closed
in much the same way.
would fight there.

It had gotten so bad that few serious cockers

The pit was known among the cockers as, "the pig

A
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pen."

It was giving a bad name to the whole sport so a raid was set up.

That same night in the south end of the county a pit was in full
operation and was not molested.

If the real target had been the cockers

there would have been a coordinated raid on both pits rather than a
selective raid on the pig pen.

The pig pen was the one causing the

problem so the law was selectively enforced.
Even with the closing of a pit from time to time the sport still
flourishes.

Cockers are careful not to draw attention to themselves

because they are a mutually exclusive group that must function in
conjunction with the parent society.
The concept of folklaw, separation from but association with the
parent society, is an important tension within many folk groups.

This

permits group identity but avoids a strong negative reaction from the
parent society which could destroy the folk group.

Cockers and their

folklaw is one example of this tension and how it is resolved .
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CHAPTER IV

COCKERS AS A FOLK GROUP

By a wide range of judgmental criteria cockers qualify as a fol k
group.

They have an activity that is shared in common. The breeding,

raising, conditioning and fighting of the gamecock is their interest and
passion.

Cockers have a shared language.

The terms they use to

identify and describe the paraphernalia involved in their common
activity are unique to cockers. There is an intense group loyalty and
solidarity.

I am sure the fact that their activity is illegal and must

be practiced somewhat clandestinely is a great reinforcing factor in the
solidarity of the group.
Cockers have a rich oral tradition.

They enjoy talking about each

other and telling stories about other cockers.

Here is one example from

an informant whom I interviewed in 1976.
"An old cocker named Clem Tucker had retired from active
fighting because he had lost a leg due to diabetes . He had
been fitted with an artificial leg but it was hard for him to
bend over because his right leg was stiff. He couldn't
handle the cocks in the pits anymore so he quit fighting but
still raised a few. Some young cockers who were eager to get
into fighting chickens went to Clem to buy some of his brood
stock and get a start.
Because of his disability Clem had devised a strange way
to catch his chickens . He would walk into the pen, stick his
artificial foot under the breast of a cock and pick him up.
(As the cock is lifted his natural instinct is to spur out
with both feet.) The cock would shuffle right up Clem's leg.
When the cock reached Clem's knee he would catch the rooster
off his leg. In this way Clem caught his chickens without
bending over .
The young aspiring cockers watched Clem do t his til he
had caught all the chickens the boys wanted to buy. A week
later the boys came back to Clem hardly able to walk and
asked, 'Clem ain't there an easier to catch those damn
chickens7'"4 1
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This story is always greeted with hoots of laughter because anyone
who has spent any time with fighting chickens has been spurred, very
often with heels.

This story fits the motif of the legend, "traditional

prose narratives that are strictly fictional and told primarily for
entertainment, although they may also illustrate a truth or point a
mora1.• 48 The young cockers in the preceding story acted the part
of the buffoon or fool, however inadvertently.
One of the most common concerns in the cockpit is when a referee
should call for a handle.

Some referees are accused of calling a handle

every time the cocks buckle and others will not call handle no matter
how tied up the cocks are.

A story is told about an old referee who

wouldn't call handle for any reason.

I first heard his story in 1976

and have heard variants of it at different places and times since.
The variants of this story that are in circulation always make a
statement about the competence of referees.

These stories allow cockers

to blow off steam about referees and their pit competence without
directly confronting the referee.

The fact that these variants do exist

show these legends to be widely circulated and are told with relish
whenever repeated.

These variants are important because they show a

dynamic of concern that is common throughout the sport.
At one fight old "Holdtight" the referee had been letting the
chickens fight on without calling a handle. The handlers
were getting madder and madder and on one buckle a cock went
over his opponent and spurred the opposing handler in the
leg. The cock hung up In the handler's leg. So the handler
is hopping around with a cock hanging in his leg and he is
screaming, "call a handle you dumb sonofabitch" and old
Holdtight 4~rns to him and says, "why, there's still one cock
fighting."
In both the preceding stories , the old sage cockers are seen almost
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as trickster figures.

They use their superior knowledge or intellect to

make their foils appear ignorant or at least funny,
the man is also a motif common to both stories.

The cock spurring

In either case the

telling of the story makes fun of a situation that as it was happening,
at least to the participants, was not all that funny.

The telling of

the story is a way to release pent-up tension and everyone enjoys a
laugh.
Another motif of cockers' folk tales is the ridiculing of those who
are critical of the sport. The most obvious target is the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

A story that is told around with

considerable relish concerns an action by the S. P.C.A•.
Some years ago the S.P.C.A. had the county sheriff's
department raid a cock pit in Salt Lake County. S.P.C.A.
officials confiscated the battle cocks and were going to take
care of them. They would teach the mean men who forced those
pretty chickens to fight. Their care consisted of putting
the cocks in an unused chicken coop, all together. The cocks
had a battle royal that lasted all night. When the S.P.C.A.
official went out to feed the chickens the next day the coop
was full of dead and dying cocks. The owners of the cocks
were going to bring suit against the S.P.C.A. for the value
of the birds. In the end dhey didn't but it sure stopped the
S.P.C.A. in their tracks.s
This story is an example of a legend in which the cockers used
.
1
their super1or
know1edge to turn the tabes
on the S.P.C.A .. 51 The

S.P.C.A. officials, ignorant of the nature of the fighting cock, put the
birds together and perpetrated a worse situation than what they wished
to correct in the first place.

However foolish the S. P.C.A. was made to

appear there is a real tension betwten the cocker group and this body of
do-gooders.

By making the adversary appear to be bunglers the cockers

can have a good laugh and release some of the tension that exists
between the t wo groups.
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Because cockfighting is illegal there is continual tension between
the cockers and the parent society.

The cockers want to De left alone

to practice their sport and the parent society wants to curtail a sport
that is felt to De cruel.

By telling jokes and anecdotes the cockers

show how t heir sport is misunderstood, but they also indicate that if
the parent society took the time to understand and appreciate the sport
on the cockers' terms then foolish acts against cockfighting would end.
The telling of jokes is also a way of sharing their sense of identity
within their folk group and with newcomers who wish to join their ranks.
The teaching of the group ethic is done through the oral tradition.
Fathers teach sons and young acquaintances the art of their craft by
telling and showing.

Cockers share information about their successes

and failures with each other.

They are not afraid to help each other

because an exchange of information is healthy for the sport.

The times

and locations of local matches are also passed orally.
Even though cockers are drawn from a broad segment of society they
constitute a close-knit group.
the cockpit.
chickens.

All societal positions are forgotten at

A man is judged on his ability to present and fight game

All the money and position in the world is not going to help

a cock dying under the spurs of his opponent.

A man is respected for

what he can do with a chicken and for what his chickens do for him.

I

think this is one reason a man identifies so completely with his
rooster.

As a man's own penis or cock is the staff of his manhood so by

extension is his fighting cock an extension of himself.

The man whose

cock lasts the longest and thus wins the fight is judged the better man.
A man's own sexual prowess is
an erection.

lar~ely

judged by how long he can maintain

The obverse helps prove this statement .

A man who is

60

plagued with premature ejaculation is someone to be pitied and given
Thus by association a man who has a battle

professional counseling.

cock with staying power, pride and fights to the end is macho indeed.
Our culture is full of references to the sexual staying power of a man.
This is reflected in a bumper sign I saw recently, "Cowboys stay on
longer," implying the prowess of another macho group.
The cockers also have a folk art that is uniquely their own, that
of the decoration of their cockboxes.
the owner's personalities.
bold designs.

The colors and designs reflect

The flamboyant tend to use bright colors and

Some bold designs are:

crossed spurs, skull and

crossbones, a painting of cocks fighting, or a standing battle cock.
The more conservative tend to use pastel colors and often have just the
name of their game farm on their boxes.

Their worth and reputation has

nothing to do with the color and design on the box.

It is a reflection

of the way the cocker sees himself.
Another interesting aspect of the folk group is the use of
nicknames.

Many groups use pet names or nicknames when addressing each

other. The nickname imparts a sense of informality and intimacy, the
use of a given name does not.

I believe cockers also use nicknames to

help maintain a sense of anonymity.

This way they can refer to each

other without revealing names to curious ears.
aware of are:

Some nicknames I am

John 0, Twister, Narragansett, Old Lunchmoney, Freebe,

String King, Buzzard, Shuffler, Cajun, Doc, Smokey, Red Devil, Sweater,
Big 0, Hoss and others.
nicknaming.

There seems to be no rhyme or pattern to

Some nicknames are taken from things people say.

Old

Lunchmoney was given his name because when he was asked what he wanted
to bet on a match his reply was, "just lunchmoney."

Cajun was given his
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name because he came from Louisiana, Hoss because he was big like the
character Dan Blocker played on the television series Bonanza.
believe the fraternity of game fowl fighters is one of the last
strong bastions of masculinity left in the country.

There are few

activities left which are as male dominated as is gamecocking.

The

mystique of the blood sport appeals to the carnal nature of man. The
iden.t ity of man with the fighting cock is keener than that of man with
any other animal .
own entity.

One can not really own a fighting cock.

He is his

Yet at the same time he is an extension of the man himself.

Every time a fighting cock enters the pit he is fighting for his life
and the cocker's pride.

The fact that he fights to the death and must

kill to win is a statement that can not be overlooked.

1 believe the

ballad of Gallo de Cuielo says this very strongly (see Appendix 19).
The fighting cock is a living symbol of courage, pride and utter
fearlessness.

The French Olympic team used the gamecock as their logo

for the 1924 Olympics.

A major southern university calls its teams the

"fighting cocks. • There is a savage beauty in the full-feathered
fighting cock and in the battle of the cocks.

The folk group that is

centered on this beautiful, savage fowl has a heritage and lore that is
rich and deep and will be maintained for generations to come.
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Appendix 1

Glossary of Common Gamecocking Terms

Battle Royal. A cockfight in which any number of cocks are engaged at
the same time. The last cock on his feet is the winner.
Blinker. A fighting cock that is blinded in either eye.
Breed. A specific type of chicken with certain characteristics that
distinguish it from other types.
Cock.

A male chicken that is more than twelve months old.

Cocker. A person who is involved in any way with the gamecock.
person who is a supporter of gaming.
Cockfight.

A battle between two or more gamecocks.

Cockfighter .
Cockpit .

Also a

A person who fights gamecocks.

An arena or enclosure in which cockfights are held.

Count. (a)long count. When two battle cocks stop fighting for whatever
reason the last rooster to make an agressive move is entitled to a
count. This is an audible count to twenty by the referee. If the
referee counts two long and one short counts the fight is won by the
rooster who holds the count.
(b)short count. An audible count to ten by the referee.
Drag pit. The drag pit is a smaller pit than the main pit. Cocks that
are too badly wounded to leave a long score are moved from the main to a
drag pit and fought from the short score to the conclusion of the fight.
This allows a new fight to start in the main pit.
Dub .

To cut off a cock's comb and wattles.

Dubbing.

The act of amputating the cock's comb and wattles.

Dunghill (cock). A cock of unknown or mongrel breeding.
derision applied to a cock who won't fight.
Gaff.

Also a term of

An artificial spur, usually pointed with no sharp edges.

Handler. The person who prepares and enters the pit to fight a
gamecock.
Heel.

Any type of artificial spur .
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Heeler.
Keep.

A person who attaches the artificial spur to the cock's leg.
Any method of conditioning a gamecock for battle.

Leathering.
heel.

The process of attaching the leather pads to the gaff or

r·1ain. An odd number of battles between the matched cocks of two
persons. An odd number of battles prevents a tie.
Molt. The process any chicken goes through in which old feathers shed
and new ones grow in their stead. It occurs once a year usually in
autumn. A poor time to attempt to fight a cock. This is the main
reason old cocks are fought in late winter or early spring. They have
molted and are again in full feather.
Muffs. Soft pads of cushioned leather that fit over the spur to prevent
injury during conditioning matches.
Naked heel or bare heel.
Pitter.

The natural spur of the gamecock.

Same as handler.

Shuffle. A spurring motion in wh ich a cock rolls back on hi s tail,
extends his feet forwarad and upward then spurs with both feet in an
extremely rapid manner . The force of this motion will pull the cock
forward along the ground.
Slasher or knife. An artificial spur sharp along the top side.
types are extant i.e ., the Mexican and rillipino.

Two

Sparring. A training fight in which one or both cocks wear muffs to
prevent injury.
Stag.

A male chicken under twelve months of age.

Tie up. This is a term used to describe a cock that is over-conditioned
to the point of being muscle-bound. In a fight a cock will actually
stiffen rather than loosen up as he fights.
Trimmed. A term meaning the cock has had his comD, wattl es, and
sometimes some feathers, removed prior to a battle.
Walk. A place, usually in the country, where cocks can roam at liberty.
Also separate enclosures where cocks are tied on a leg tie or kept in
pens so they cannot reach each other.
Welsh Main. A type of cockfight in which matched pairs are fought with
the win going to the cock who has survived the preceding battles. This
is a grueling test of fi ghting cocks and is not very popular in our
area.

70

Appendix 2

Narcisco T. Arong . "A Beginner's Experience with Hatching Eggs," The
Gamecock, April 1980, 54-56.

This article shows that for the beginning cocker buying eggs and
hatching them is the cheapest way to get in the cocking business.

Even

with a fifty percent hatching rate it is still cheaper to buy fertile
eggs than to buy adult birds.

A dozen eggs will cost approximately

fifty dollars whereas a trio of adult birds will be upwards of three
hundred.

So even at a fifty percent hatch rate six birds still cost a

fifth of the price of three mature fowl.
This article also considers the problems of home incubators and
shows why many cockers have their eggs hatched in commercial hatcheries.
The commercial hatcheries have a much lower failure rate than do the
home variety.
This article is an example of how the cocking tradition of one area
is spread to another.

As llarcisco Arong traveled from the Philippines

to the United States and back he learned from and shared with others
much cocking lore.

The superiority of the American chickens is alluded

to as well as the popularity of the sport in the Philippines. This
popularity is also corroborated by the story in Appendix 21 and the
story told by Karl Kelsch on page 1 of this paper.
The exchange of breeding stock and fighting methods is one of the
reasons why so many knife matches are appearing on today's fight
programs. The Filipino and Mexican knife styles are now common and
popular. The ability of cockers to move so rapidly from country to

country by air has greatly enhanced the shared lore of the cocking
sport.
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By Narciso T. A rong
AROUND THE MIDDLE OF JULY 1974
when I was still res1d1ng in the Philippmes.
I came over to the U S. w1th my brother on
a busmess trop and checked in at a motel
m Berkeley, Cahforn•a. Thos was only my
second time to be 1n thosgreat country, the
lirst be1ng in 1972 when I em1grated here
and worked woth the Coty ol Oakland.
California lor about a year before retur·
nmg to the Phllippmes to help manage our
family lmPOrt·export busmess.
Ourong a visit to a long lost uncle in the
farming communoty of Stockton. Californoa
about 65 moles away, I met a Filipino
cocker who lived near my uncle's home.
Upon learnong that I was quote interested
in 'fighting chickens' he lost no time in in·
viting me to his place and proudly •hawed
me his different straons of gamefowl. Now.
up untol that time I had never actually
been invcllved 1n keep.ng let alone in
breedmg these wonderlul birds. Although
my ·otf·and·on' Jove atlalf Willi gamefawl
began in my pre-teens when I spent my
summr vacatoons w1th my grand.dad
whose hobby was cockong. In the sub·
sequent years I merely contented myself
with watchong cockfights during my free
weekends at the cockP•t located about two
blocks from our place. lncodenla lly, game
chickens are probably the most important
household htures on the Philippines
where even '" the crowded Cit}' downtown

ner like me could bring Amerocan fowls ,n.
to the Ph1loppmes was to brong the•r hat·
chmg eggs there. Smce we were scheduled
to depart •n s1• days. t phoned Ralph Ben·
ch ol Mtssouri who adverttses m the two
gametowl magazmes and ordered three
dozen eg~s. Mr. Bench was very helpful
and told me that the only hatchmg eggs he
had available at that time of the year were
Mclean Hatch. Also, because ot the hot
weather he couldn't guarantee anythmg
except that the eggs would be fresh and
lerllle. My order amved m good condohon
two days befO<e our departure The
dayt1me temperature m Berkeley at that
hme was 1n the mid 80s.
Aboard the Jet aircraft on our trop home
1 hod the package ot eggs underne~th my
seat. When I told a Flight stewardess
about the package's content, she looked at
me in disbel oet• Alter a pleasant 17·hour
lllght (including stop overs). we arrived on
Manila and the temperature there was 10
the 90s and very humid. We had to take a
connectong f11ght to our place in Mandawe
City, Cebu Island, about an hour's floght by
1et lrom Manota. It took me another three
days to get hold ol a used. beat·uP 1,.
cubator Ouflng that three days wa•t. I
placed the package ot eggs . on the
vegetable compartment ot our refrigerator
because the daytome temperature was on
the 90s. We oncubated the 37 eggs (two
were cracked and had to be discarded) on
the house of a trusted tenant working on

area, the sound of roosters crowing com·

pete w1th the tralhc noose and shouts ell
street vendors.
Needless to say, I was literally awe·
struck by what! saw at my cocker·friend's
backyard. Whole I had seen a lot of these
legendary American bords fought in the big
derb•es back home. that was my first time
to observe them in their ·natove habitat.'
This experience plus the tact that my
Filipmo cocker.friend eave me some back
issues of Gamecock and Grot & Steel
rekindled my hie-long interest in breeding
NARCISO T. Arone •t t-Js f•rmhouw fn Mandlwt
these leathered wamors.
Crty, Pht,PC!fntl. • rth Mclean H•tc.h blood cock (5
Upan returmng to our motel room I yrs. old). one of ttcht chid:s Ntdwd ftom •ut put·
promptly read ttle two magazines from dwwdlrom RJIQhBenchof Mi.ssoun anJul) 1974
S4
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verusers 10 ttte two 5ame'"':'-... l m.:~ztn.es. I
also purcnased d portabte

PART OF 13 chickI hltehfd out ot 30 tUI brought
to the Philippines in Oc<tmber 1979 and purchntd
from Fr~nk & ()oily Holcomb ol Old Town, Fl01ida by
N•rdso T. Arone.

our small farm. We were concerned with
the daily 'brown·outs' which on some days
lasted for four hours! The eggs were tur·
ned three t1mes a day but we saw to 11 that
t he incubator was never opened dunng
the 'brown·out' hours. After 21 days. 8
healthy chicks were hatched - not too
bad cons1denng the da1ly brown·outs and
the rough handling the eggs were subJeC·
ted to during their 10,000 mite journey
from M1ssouri. USA to Cebu. Philippines.
Two months tater I was back in northern
California again to follow·UP and manage
th1s end of our growing 1mport·export
bus1ness. S1nce none of my brothers were
Interested 1n ra1S1ng game ch1ckens, I Jelt
my 8 two-month old 'babes' (two mates and
6 females) in the care of our tenant far·
mer Meanwh1le. my w1te and two children
followed me in the U .S and we settled 1n
Hayward. Ca., a suburb ol Oakland. I've
be<!n back to the Ph1hpplnes two limes
since and what t've learned from my
brother was that a certa~n Ch1nese-F11ipino
cocker bought a total of 17 cocl<s out of the
or,g~nal8 hatchhngs and an 1ncred1ble 14
of them won 1n hacks and local derb1es;
the rest lost but only alter long drag hghts.
In the spnng ol 1976 I was toy1ng with
the Idea ol ra1S1ng some gamelowl 1n our
retat1vely large backyard, although I was
fully aware of the City's strict zoning laws. t
figured that 11 I could keep some game
fowl, that would cure my homes,ckness.
W1thout th1nkini of the conseQuences. I
ordered hatching eggs from two breeders
1n Alabama and Texas who are regular ad·
Aprtl J980

IOC\jl)aror

uom

SMrs catalog; cucutar sr>ape<l and made
of galvamzed steel sheets Alter rna~
testmg thos SQ.egg capaoty mcubator for
two days, I proceeded to set the lour
dozen eggs I had ordered. 1placed !he m·
cubator 10 our enctosea garage and
although the night lime temperatures was
in the tow 50s. 1t d1d'nt bother me at all
smce the tncubator was work10g per1ectty.
I followed the 1nstrucuons m tur"'ng and
the hum1dity control. Of the 48 eggs 1n·
cubated, only two scraggy 'hicks were
hatched and one was completely blind!
I sold my house '" Hayward in July ot
1978 and moved to my present address in
Hawaii. Several months ago I VISited a
gamelowl breeder who lived at the other
side of the island. I noticed that he was
using exactly the sa me kmd oi incubator I
had'" California. I was surpriseo to hear
that his hatching percentage uSing his 1n·
cuba tor was around 80% comp.Jred wHh
my expenence of two hatcne> out of 48!
The average yea(+round temperature 1n
Hawaii is about 75 degrees.
Last Christmas season. I went home to
lhe Philippines lor a 30·day vacancn.
Because or my plan to e•Jentually settle
there late th is year, I ordered two settmgs
of eggs from Frank & Dolly Holcomb or Old
Town, Florida. I was very pleased with the
way they packed and crated my order Not
only were the eggs nea tty wrapped m·
dividually in several layers of colored
t1ssue paper, the two shippong cartcns
were of excellent quality. Dolly Holcomb
also sent me an accompanYlt'l& letter eJC·
ptainmg the egg marktngs. and mstruc·
tions on how 10 breed the resuttong hat·

ches
This time t brought along a pO<table
Marsh Turn·X mcubator. model TX6
manual w1th 18·egg capacity. Alter tnal·
testing the Marsh Incubator for two days, I
proceeded to set the 18 eggs in it and Incubated the other 12 in my old beat·UP incubator. On the 5th day, the base of the
Marsh 1ncubator. where the water foun·
tain was screwed in. cracked. spillmg the
dist1lled water outside and fouled up the
humidity control. This problem plus the
d1fliculty in manually turning t~.e eggs via
the dome plastic cover, forced me to transfer the 18 eggs to my old incubator. S1nce
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we now had a stand-by generator. the
problem ot "brown-outs' was solved. The
eggs were turned 6 limes a day by one ol
our househelp. On the lllh day. we
doscovered to our dosmay. that the thermostate walter 1n our old mcubalor quit

work•n& dunng the night and tem~erature
readongs ol the two new thermometers I
onstalled was 106F!! It took us the whole
mornong to tonally tix the thermostat. At
th•s point. I was very pessimistic about the
outcome. lncred•bly, on the 20th dDY one

healthy chock was hatched and about 8
eggs were already pipping. By the 22nd ·
day. 13 vigorous chicks were out ot their
shell - 7 Holcomb Clarets. 5 Chocolate
Grays and 1 Holcomb Hatch. The f"'t that
13 chocks out of the 30 survived the incuba tor' s disasters. in my opinion. is an
ondicatoon ot the genetic strength of the
parent stock. Even an uncle ol mine who
operates a hatchery for broiler chocks
tound •t hard to believe that any eggs
wouiO hatch under such adverse con·

d•tions.
I have n sneaking suspocion that the amb•ent or outside temperature and hurrudity

of the place where you put your incubator
plays a very important role in ha tching
egas. My sad expenence in incubating
eggs on Hayward. Catiforn•a with low am·
b<ent temperature and tow humidity of the
surrounding a•r: and the mOte tl\an
satoslactory result I expenenced m the
Phlloppones w1th high outside temperature
and hi&h humidoty seemed to contirm air
and envoronmcnt promotes increased hat·
chab•hty tor the simple reason that the ancestors ol American fowl originated in the
trOPIC$~

In conclusion. it you are a beginner like
me and you want to obta1n quality
Amerocan brood lowl to raise in some
foreign country, buy hatching eggs trom
reputable advertisers and bring them to
your place. It's the cheapest and most
trouble-tree way to compete with the affluent compe t itor~ in your country.

75

Appendix 3

Circle Pit Club , The Gamecock, December 1985.
Yuma Game Club , The Gamecock, December 1985.
Arizona Game Breeders' Association , "ShOtgun Derbies," The Gamecock,
December 1985.
Two States Game Club, The Gamecock, December 1985.
Phoenix Grand Canyon Game Club , The Gamecock, December , 1985 .

The fight schedules for the above game clubs show the growing
popularity of knife fights in the United States.

The Mexican and

Fil ipino styl es are both included on the programs.
knife match was a rarity in the United States.

Twenty years ago a

The few I saw matched

were in Arizona and usually involved two Hexican cockers going head to
head.
Appendix 3b also shows how e l aborate cock pits can become. The
Yuma Game Club pit is a facility built just for the sport and is
extremely well appointed.

It is a far cry from the old barns and

outbuildings that the Utah cockers fight in.
Appendix 3c has a list of other game clubs in Arizona and shows the
prizes available in the so called "Shotgun Der bies . • One of the prizes
is a box of long knives again attesting to the popularity of the knife.
Appendix 3d shows not only the knife entries but also the
socializing aspect of the game clubs.

The bar-b-que meal and free

drinks create a broader social event where much of the lore of cocking
is exchanged.
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CIRCLE CLUB PIT
Z>eta..e ~ -

9t4

Rt. 2. Box 89, Phone: 318-589-2921; 589-9919

*e.u

Vinton. lA 70668

Weights 4-0 to 6-2; Turn In Weights 10:00 A.M . Sharp
NO MINORS; 18 YEARS OLD. MUST HAVE I.D.

1985·1986 Schedule
Dec. 7, 4-Cock. Optional 25

---- ---------- - Entry 75

DEC. 14- LOUISIANA G.B.A. DERBY
4-COCK, OPTIONAL 25
............. ENTRY 75
Dec. 21, 4-Cock, Option al 25 ... ..... . .. .......... ... ...... Entry 75
Dec. 28, 5-Cock, Optionals 50-50 ...... . .......... ........ Entry 100
Jan. 4. 4-Cock, Optional 25 .... ...... ..... . ........ .......... Entry 75
Jan. 11, 4-Cock, Optional 25 ...... .. ... ...... ....... ........ .. Entry 75
Jan. 18, 5-Cock, Optionals 50·50... ................... . . Entry 100
Jan. 25, 4-Cock. Optional25 .. .... . .... ..... ..... ..... ...... Entry 75
FEBRUARY 1- CURTIS NAVARRE MEMORIAL
7-COCK, OPTIONALS 100-50 . .. . .. ........... ENTRY 300
Feb. 8, 4-Cock, Optional 25
................ ....... .. .. .. . Entry 75
Feb. 15, 5-Cock, Optionals 50·50
..... ............... ... Entry 100
Feb. 22, 4-Cock, Optional 25 ..
.. .......... .......... Entry 75
March 1, 5-Cock, Option aIs 50-50
................ Entry 100
March 15, 5 Cock-Stag, Optionals 50· 50
............. Entry 100
March 22, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional25 ................ En try 75
March 29, 5 Cock-Stag, Optionals 50-50 ... .. .......... Entry 100
April 5, 6-Cock, Optionals 100-50 ... .. ..... .... ......... Entry 200
April 12, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25 . ,, .. .. ............ Entry 75
April19, 5 Cock-Stag, Optionals 50·50 .... ................ Entry 100
April 26, 4 Cock-Stag (Knife or Gaff) Optional 25 ....... Entry 75
May 3, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ..... Entry 75
.... .... Entry 400
May 10. 6 Cock-Stag, Optional 100 (Knife)
May 17, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25 ... .. ........ ...... .... .. Entry 75
May 24, 5 Cock-Stag, Optionals 50-50 ................ . . Entry 100
May 31, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25 .. ....... .. ... .. . .. . Entry 75
June 7, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25 .... .. ...... .. .... ..... Entry 75
June 14, 5 Cock-Stag, (Knife or GaH) Optional 50 __ ____ Entry 200
June 21, 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25 ...................... Entry 75
June 28. 5 Cock-Stag, Optionals 50· 50 ............... Entry 100
July 5. 4 Cock-Stag, Optional 25
... ........ ..... Entry 75
July 12, 3-Cock (Knife or Gaff) .......................... Entry 75
FREE BAR·B·QUE & DANCE

$50.00 Forfei t On A ll 6 & 7 Cock Derbies!!!
When writinc 11dveniun mention The Cemecock. II hefp• us 1111.

Tr.e Gamecoek
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1st Half Season Schedule
Derby Woiahts 4·4 to 6·2. Wolahtsln by 8:00A.M. California time. S·Cock. Entry 100;
Optionals 100·700. 3·Cock. Entry 100; Optionals 100·500. There will be a $10.000.00
auarantood pot on selected derblos, call tor dates.
Sun .. Doc. 8. S/3 Cock GaH
Sun .. Doc. 22, 5/3 Cock Mexican
Sat., Jan. 11, Hacks - 7:00 P.M.
Sun .. Jan. 12. AGBA SHOT GUN DERBY 5/3 FILIPINO
Sun., Jan. 26. 5/3 Cock Mexican
Sot.. Fob. 15, MARCH OF DIMES- 4:00P.M. Hacks
Sun.. Fob. 16. MARCH OF DIMES- 10:00 A.M. Hacks
Sat.. Fob. 22. SAN DIEGO GAME BREEDERS ASSN. BENEFIT BAR·B·QUE
Sun.. Fob. 23, 9·Cock Combo, 3 Filipino. 3 Mexican. 3 GaH
Enter 1, 2 or 3 Plus Overall
Sat.. March 15, Hacks 4:00P.M.
Sun .. March 16, Hacks 10:00 A.M. 3·Cock Filipino

44 Cockhouses - 1st come first
choose. Computer Matched by
ROHO. Open for Mains Jan. 11.
Feb. 15 and March 15th.

BOB HUNTER- Owner
PHONE: 602·627·8901; 619·474·3460; 619·479·7243

26

When wrhln1advettiun mention The G1mteoc:k. It htlpf 1.15 all.

TheCamKOCk
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Appendix 3c

The Arizona Game Breeders Auoclatlon It proud to announce that. with
the cooperation of the Pit Owners and Operators, the Second Edition of the
AGBA Shoteun Derbies. The Grand Prize will be a Brownin& Auto·S 12 gauge
shoteun and • dozen lone knives and cue donated by the VON Knife Co. Alao
we have 1 Remincton 30·06 Sports Rille with scope lor second prize.
These "Shotgun Derbies" will be held at:
YUMA CAME CLUB

JAN. 12. S·Coclt Lon.1 Knite

BOB HUHTER-O•n•r
"'Oft~ 474-3460

RIVERSIDE CAME CLUB

fEB. 15. S·Cod. t.ont Kftlfe

LAWRENCE SltOGOOH-Own•t

rhein•: '02·562·6JlS
(HIUN8ERG GAME ClUB
CLEO HANKS

Phon•: 619-348.· 3605
CAM, Y£ROE CAME CLUB
BOB CAY

MAY 17, 5-Coek C.df

PMnr. 602·567·3282

REQUIREMENTS
Three out or the rour "Shotgun Derbies·· must be fought to be eligible ror
the shotgun. You c"n figh t all· four and pick your best three.
The individual with the most wins 1n three or the ••shotgun Derbies" will be
presented with the magnHicent Orownlng Shotgun.
Any TIES will be decided bY. the Loss of • coin.
RESERVATIONS
Meke reserv,otions ~ZIIrly for the cockers ore 1howing a keen interest i n this
type of derby and there are only a llmlled number or cock houses available.

Please cont.xt the Pit Owners or:
O.•e Harris ot 936·5390 . AGBA President
Bob looper ot 237.2716 . AGBA Vlce·Presldent

28

Th~ Gamecoc:ll.
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TWO STATES GAME CLUB
Marietta, Oklahoma

....~ee..

r~

(#

'Jbut "De.-r4 05 FS-F6

s~

5th ANNUAL HOLIDAY SPECIAL- FILIPINO DERBY
DECEMBER 14 & 15
10-COCKS; 5 EACH DAY; WEIGHTS 4-4 TO 6-4
*Fight one day only; no fresh cocks for 2nd day. All
entries in overall must have cocks banded and on pre·
mises for 1st day.
6th ANNUAL U.S. CHAMPIONSHIP FILIPINO DERBY
MARCH 8 & 9 - 10-COCKS; 5 EACH DAY
4TH ANNUAL 2-STATE FILIPINO DERBY
MAY 17 & 18- 10-COCKS; 5 EACH DAY
Two States Game Club has continued to stride to
make cockfighting a better sport. This club has been
responsible for initiated and introducing many new
concept over the past 5 years. For instance, 1st with
computer matches since 1980. The Grand Slam con·
cept of combine multiple derbies. Using 3 cocks con·
cept in the derby and promoting the Filipino style
derbies.
Now we introduce another 1st- it is our pleasure to
introduce a package admission this year. All our derbies
will have ONE admission price, this price will include
admission, reserve seats, Bar-B-Que meal (beans, cole
slaw, potato salad, Bar-B-Que meat, etc., all you can
eat) plus free soft drinks and beer during the entire
derby. We will also re-introduce a 2nd place prize
money, this we hope along with the 3-cock concept will
help spread the prizes out among the entries.
Letters will be sent out explaining this n ew structure.
If not on our mailing list, contact:
BILL McRAE
DR. JOHN KOZURA, Ill

SRW. Box 762·6
2026 University Dr.
Azle. TX 76020
Denton. TX 76201
Phone: 817·523·4285
Phone: 817·383·3973
cococacccccccccccccocccccccccccccccccccccccccccc~
21
Oec1mb1t l98$
Wh1 n wrt1ln1 tdnrtluts mention Thl Ct mecoc:ll., II hiiPt u t 111.

Appendix 3e

JOHNNY JUMPER & HAWAII TRIBUTE
MARCH 6 & 7- LONG KNIFE; 10-COCK COMBO
Entry 100; Daily Optionals 100-700
Overall Optionals 100-700
MARCH 8, 5-COCK DERBY
ENTRY 100
APRIL 5 & 6 - LONG KNIFE; 10-COCK COMBO
Entry 100; Daily Optionals 100-700
Overall Optionals 100-700

Wei{Jhl 4·4 To 6·2 Fat All Derbies!.'!
Honesty And Fairplay, We Will Make No Exceptions

For Motel Resen·ation CallRAMADA INN 602-932-3210: CROSS ROAD INN 602-932·
:;.9 1; SUPER EIGHT 602-932-9622.

To Reser1·e Seat., 01· Co~k!low<t Call Doyle Or Tommy
Weights in 8:00A.M.: starting ti me approximately 10:30.
3-COCK EACH AFTERNOON
Weights In 1:00 P.M.

For Further Information Call

DOYLE THOMPSON TOMMY THOMPSON;;

~
.;

Phone: 602-932-5839: 602-932-9622
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Alan W. Ray. "five Quality Socket Knives,• The Gamecock, November 1985.

This advertisement is a graphic example of how two cocking styles
have blended.

The filipino forked knife and the gaff socket type heel

are combined into a knife socket.

The tying of the filipino forked

knife is considered an art among cockers.
consuming and as such is hard to learn.

The tie is elaborate and time
There are very few cockers in

the United States who have mastered this style.

By putting the knife

blade on a socket any cocker can fight with knives because it ties like
a regular gaff.

The blending of folkloric crafts is an important

dynamic in any folk group.
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..............................................................................
FINE QUALITY SOCKETKNIVES

Fun Drop

These are the beot socketl<niveo made. They are mOide from one sorld pi«e of tool
steel and guaranteed for one year. Available in Bayonet, Bayonet Special, Three-Quarter
Drop or Fulldrop In either Regular Set, Intermediate or " Filipino Style" Set.
Price is $70.00 each. Delivery time depends on orders already booked.

RE-Bl.ADING SERVICE
My , ..blading technique is one of the best. I can weld a new knife blade on your old
socket tor S35.00 uch or re-blade them with new gaff blades tor SSS.OO per pair. Most
any socket will do. These will all be ,.,.leathered and hichly finished to resemble a new
Qne piece kn~e or gaff. They carry a one year gulfantee also. If you dOn't have old
sockets. I can make you completely new welded socketl<nives at SSO.OO e.ach or calfs at
$75.00 per pair us ina my sockets. All repair work and ••·blading work returned as soon
•• possible but this depends on amount of work on hand.

• • • SPECIAL SERVICE • • *
Get your Filipino forl<ed knives made into Socketknlves. I will weld your Filipino knives
onto my sockets and will leather, polish and sharpen it for S25.00 each. There is a 10'>
discount on 12 or more knives. It can be done in either Regular, Intermediate or Filipino
Style set When returned you can tie it on just like a gaff. Delivery time on this io appro•·
imately 3-4 weeks.
KNIVES SHARPENED. EACH ..... . ..... , ............ ,, .. ,,, .• , ... , ......... S 3 .00
KNriES RECONDITIONED AND RE·LEATHERED. EACH , ..•••..•.••.•••......• S 8.00
GAFFS RECONDITIONED AND RE·LEATHERED, PER PAIR •.... , .. .. ••.. , , , , .. S14.00
GAFF AND KNIFE SHARPEN ING KIT ,, .. ,,, , .... .. .... ,, .. , ....... , ......... SSO.OO
T.,as Residents Add 4-1/8% Sales Tax

Payment Preferred By Money Order Or Cashier's Check!!!
''No Shipment M~de In Violation Of The Animal Wetllltt Act Amendment Of 1976"

ALAN W. RAY
Phone: 5t2-446-2211

RL 2. Bot 705

luiftcton. rx 11947

.................................................................. ~~~·
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Appendix 5

"Pine Gum Salve" collected by author from Susan Thusnelda 1/alker , June
1979.

This recipe is one my mother used to use for a medley of injuries
ranging from bruises to cuts, scrapes and burns.
treated in like manner as were her children.

The farm animals were

Because we ran a dairy

farm the salve was used on a regular basis to grease the cows teats
after milking to prevent chapping. Our hands were never chapped either
but we always carried a faint odor of pine gum with us.
My maternal grandfather also used this salve as a poultice with
tobacco leaf on his horses.
nearly all his life.

He ran a large ranch and worked horses

The horses during periods of heavy use would

develop collar galls and various scrapes and cuts so the poultices were
frequently used .
My grandfather grew a small patch of tobacco in a sandy plot close
to the Colorado River in an area we called the sloughs , just west of
Moab , Utah.

My dad would also raise peanuts in the same area.

I can

remember as a child large sacks of peanuts and bundles of tobacco leaf
drying in the sheds.
Mom's

pin~

gum salve applies to cockfighti ng only in that we would

put the salve on the roosters' injuries after fighting.

We also used

the salve as a dressing when we dubbed the stags (see Appendix 1).
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Pine Gum Salve
Ingredients
1 Cup melted pine gum
1/4 I Beeswax
1 Medium bottle vaseline
1 T turpentine
1/4 I Mutton Tallow
2 oz. Olive Oil
1 T Carbolic Acid
Mix:
Melt pine gum with mutton tallow, heat
and strain through cheesecloth. Add
rest of ingredients and heat to boiling
point. Set off stove and cool. Whip
until smooth and pour into containers.
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Appendix 6

Robert Cahill . "Cockfighting is Illegal, but Popularity Hasn't Waned,"
The San Antonio Light , 16 October, 1981.

U.P.I. release, The Herald Journal, 1980

These two newspaper articles are a good example of the
sensationalized coverage the media usually gives to cocking activities.
There is also a reference to the attendance of law enforcement and
county officials at a cockfight. This is not an uncommon occurrence.
In the section on folklaw 1 address this fact.
Many law enforcement officials view cockfighting as a sports event
rather than a crime.

The fact that cockfighting is illegal by statute

does not make it so in the eyes of cockers and law officers.

Police and

county officials not only allow cockfights to take place in their
jurisdictions they openly support the events.
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THE SAN ANTCNIO LIGHT

Cockfighting is illegal,
w._

·

By ROBE.RT CAHILL ·

St••

''IH& john" s:.yS C'Otkfightln&
may be lllt&:.l. IM It enjoY' a tarse

lbtm ~t'\'t'r:~l lnmd r«< don.ars on

.1

w«ktiHl ~ll ernoon .

Sic John. who Sics bentalll ~ hat
brandbhlnJ the words. "Cockfight•

lng .-ool" and who owns 8i& Johrfa,

followint In Buar CouMy •n<l ft1
cnlhuslul.$ lncluctc m.any 1-J;w·e~

N.at.alb. Tovt-rn. pid t'ockllahts have
Jw.ta ll.ttended b)' ltw•er.fortemtrH

torc-el'l\ent ornccr#.

otrlclats for as tong os 'be un
remember. He p.artlcula:Jy recalls
one coc>tti&ht some years 110 at a

He should know. for oe.,ly lO
yurs. the ma.n known u 81& John
followed tbe: South Tua.s cockfl&ht·
Inc drctdt. Now be: ralsts the: fl&ht·
In& bird.s In N"aulta and tells them
tor S60 to $roo each.
The: FBI Is lnvesdcatJnc repon.s
that membtn of tlle: Buar counw
sbe:rllrs <1epettmt11t have a.c«pted
btlbts from U1e opcr•tOn of tht

cocttrr&hLs In rttum fOf' not raldlns
lhe flshts and the aambllns opera·
tJe>n.s that go with tbtm.
Codcrl&bts pit two thickens In •
bloody be.Uie to the death. Bttr·
<lrfnfdng tans ehetr on their favorite:
cocka, wM~h c:•n, by $Urvlvlnt. win

ootorious South Buar Coonty pit

CUte 0 14 fkfg's Mill) whicb 1\e
dalms wu ifll.~td wllb the pre$t1'1Ct

of lh.e Bu:at County $1lcrlH 1.nd a

county commissioner.
Aecordlnt to a fotmtr member of
Sin Antooto's Metro Squll.d., on olin)'

tfvcn weektnd lhtrt art prob;~b ly
fh ·c or sill tl&hts aotnc on at dUte...
enl loc.otlon1. pri~rily In Soutll
Bent County.
·
n:us R.angq Capt. JDck Dun.
sta.tlon~ lB 541ft AntonSO for tll¢ lut
three )'tars. satd be haJ yet te> e<m·
<11.1ct • raid e>ll a cockU&ht btte. but

but popularity hasn't
on st\'tr:..l oc:cttsJon1.
RH'Iitf1 ha\·e !Old light coordfnaton
toclost<lown.or#lse.
ht nottd tb:.t

PttSOf'IS arrtsltd In conntctlon
\lo~h

tlnd~raround

sport 8Mtr31•
ly .11re ch..1ra.td with cruC'hy 1 ~ ani•
mtls or tAmblina. or both. But since
the

botb cbarat.t arc ml.sdttnunors.
Dfac saki toekflthtS ue v:lut !It
<ltk'.tibtd

reut.

u • "town priority" of.
•

·

And that's line with era Johri.
w1o tlllcks tockJi&bts •re no differ•
ttl~ from m•ny othu sporu. He ays
th! vlolenc.t In c.ocknabllnt b ov-e...
pl.~... You've he.,.;t ot Mubam·
mod All? All be 4QCJ la bttt the htll
our: or people."
....
.

..Sontt or cht- rithc• b.u t'4•o JI'C·
ttn~. !)out lhl'n :.@:tin. I h.avt b.,.M to
fi~o:hh: t h~t h3\'t" l.a:st~:d 1~'0 )l;.~ur$."
131& John w:icl or lh(' r<'W!t<"aU. width
h~<l In lsolelcd rurAl
btrort ondlt'n<~ that someUmc:s swell to 4!10 penplc.
The r'W$ltU. 1J$U·~ll)' twe> )'ura
or ;~&t. 31t pl.a(td ln. • pit by their
h.ondlcu. ond wbt-n the rc:reret hoO•
crt. "'Pit . yo11r tOd!t." Ute deadly
conttst fl.r&lfts. The ""''IV« 01 a
cocklltht ad\'811«1 lll the br.ekets
much as m:.,lor·ltiC~~t tnms Itt the
ptoyott1, 81& Jolin uJd.
'"l"v~: had chi-ck"'"-' lh;~t lt•vc
a~n llahts." he t>Qa.1tC'Il "Out •her
1hot. f often keeJ) cbem l&r bt~

gtn#riiiY ere
orr~»

oUen u# injt'ct#d whh poi.~nous
ftry~:hnine. whlcb hel p' n·t•rd
blef(!ina.
A d e puty who hn obr.trvt'CI

todcllghts In both tk:<1H and ~~~·
dtr:.. c.ountlu ga\·e t.be ronowlni ac•
tount ot th.e a1.1uahter:
'"lt'1 llkt on aucl/011. Say )'OI.l
hl''t <'.hlekcns IUJmbertd 1 tMoua.h
5. The <lay bclote tl\e tod;rl£1'11tht')·
will tlold thtM f)O(IIa. YO\! b« <llick·
ttl No. I for S300 And $1)mtont bu}'S
chlckeCI No.. 2 ror $100 until au lht
ddckeCIS •re boou•ht...

Tlle f'WIUt ot U'lf' ~~t:,·hina
roollttr crts 111~ •nonf'y .Jn.cllhr c-oor·
41natof or th'e fiaht takn .a 11\'tc:ent·
Tbt- n&lltht& t()clJ an bred tor Ina,"'
.
~5t' ..ju1t like •ny ot!ler .3.\tCtlonter
toJ'Ipetlllon rre>m birth; u If the
Ur~IUte the mJIUe>ns ot thkk~IU whO sells anJtn.elS,.. he s:.id.. The
to.c1ers wru not meio tnOUJb:. thll meet 'their makers In c.hlckl!fl· Pt«'f'dtJre Is commonty ~terrt'd to
thdr narutal ~para •re sawed otr procf!salnt plontt Ut<l event\l.ally as • "Caku1ta."
. anJ •t«ts a.rts ran.alna from J
work their way te> the dinner t•bla,
sometlme:s ., m:..nr •• SO btr<li
to 2~ IMhts art placed lo tllelr ~~~ no u~leneH cor.kllihttT woutd will panldpatc In a tw~~l' m;Jr.a•
~ tddtd tutlln& pawtf, M saJd.
con sum¢ the: tltpTred'rowl. ~-~~~ ...::'"""::::...::'oc~•~ll~&~h::I•_::DI~&~JOI>:::_:•~v:ld:·c_....J

*

..
I

..

'
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Appendix 6b
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,

... ,..,_

Cockfighting
nets arrests

t.
.•'

• i...

.'

'

•' ~~ =·--:::.

PAR){A, Idaho
( U P l l - An
lnvestlaatlon

of il-

legal corkllghting
operatJons in C11nyon
> •

County

contJnued

Tuesday following
lhe citation Saturd.ay

evenina of 60 men,
women and children
attending a cockfight
south of Parma.

Deputlu . con·
!lscated 81 live
fighting cocks and

two dead cocks. one

with fighting spurs
still attached lo its
legs, sheriff's Capt.
Roy Mullen said.
Mullen sold 52
adults ond eight
juveniles were cited
at the scene of the

cockfight, a large
barn·llke building on
tee Lane, and dted
them

with

portlc lpatlng in •
cockfight, a
mt.;dumnor carry·
lac • possible $300
tlne or stx month.s in

Joll.
The .12 adults are
ocheduled to ~ ar•
ra lcned In 3rd
District Court at
Caldwell Friday .

•
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Appendix 7

Spur King.

The Feathered Warrior, Nov. 1985.

Pride Hanufacturing. The Feathered Warrior, Nov. 1985 .
American Game Breeders' Supply.
Deffebach, Dan C.

The Feathered Warr ior , Nov. 1985.

The Feathered Warrior, Nov. 1985.

The ads listed above show the various items that enterprising
cockers have developed to sell to their peers.

Everything from spurs to

chickens is covered and range in location from Molalla, Oregon, to
Tyler, Texas.

The listed prices also show the expense that can be

incurred to support cocking.
The making of spurs is one specialty in which some craftsmen
excell.

Cockers are very careful fn the choice of their heels.

A bent

or broken spur that cost sixty dollars to acquire can have hundreds of
dollars riding on the quality of that spur.

A broken spur usually means

a lost fight because heels can not be adjusted or replaced once a fight
starts.
orders.

Trusted heel makers may be as far behind as one year in filling
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Appendix 7a

p-A~~~~G~~l!!:~t2'~~~~q
~
~

I

ur

~

~
1
~.~.

Kin

HAVE STOOD THE TEST OF Tl\lE

. ..

Notice: Puce Changes

~ u ......~,

LoM Stu hgg"

~

~

1~"

TO

Ifil ~

l~

~ 1~"

~

~!1
~
ro
~

ii
~

TO

m
.:

l
~

~

3" - $60.00

TO

PR,

PR.

Skeletons

Bayonets

3" - $65 ."00

2"

PR.

TO

3" - $60,00

PR.

NEW BLADES ON YOUR OLD SOCKETS

Don't throw your old brolcen or bent gaffs awa y if the sockets are good.
I can put new blades on them of the same steel that I use in new gaffs. The
price oncludes new leathers and a ll sockeiS are nickel plated 10 prevent
rust. lher will look to k e new gaffs and ha ve the same guarantee.

FOR

NEW GAFFS OR NEW !\LADES SENT BACK

IF YOU WISH. EvERYTHI NG SENT

POLISH; SHARPEN

I~m
~

il

AND

INSURED AIR MAI L.

NEW LEATHERS ... $9.00 PER PAIR

PHONE: (503) 829-2580

JOHNNY ROBERTSON
MOLAllA. OREGON 9703B

-Support the Un i ted Gamelowl Breeders Associ ation -

~
t>J
~

m
ID

C.O.D.~

-FREE CATALOG- Telephone Orders Wei come-

§
m ROUTE •2. BOX 312
~

~

Half Bayonets

REGU~AT10NS, CURVE !l~A0£5. JAGGERS, ETC., $45.00
~·3
SKE~ETONS,DROPS,TW1ST£RS,BAYONETS,SP~!T SOCKETS,ETC .. $50. 00 PR. ~

~ ORDERS

~

3" - S60.00

•

•
1 ~·

~
~

One Year Guarantee

A widely used gaff that has been
around a long time.
Low, medium or high points.

m

~.
:

I
~

§

~

L . .
. . . . -~@~~
IH( ft AIH(R(D VARRIOR

OeOue en. AR 7t8J2

Appendix 7b

Pride Manufacturing Co.
P. 0. Box lE. (503) 493·2753
Princeton, OR 9n21

fAEE (•1) Sluhtr Shtrptnina
wn ..fs .... ,th pr•·P• id oroer tor
Otlt dot•n SIIShefS • $408 00,

(ONE PIECE)
Filipino Fork Knife $39.50 Each
$228.00 'h Oozen ($38 00 Each)
$408.00 One Dozen ($3~.00 Each)
SUPER STEEl
The Steel For These Slashers Are Made f rom
Jet Aircraft Engines. With
Super Strencth & Hardness

I ll" to 2%" Jaggers $ 45.00 Each Pair
$125.00 3 Pw

--

-

.. 1.

FREE (#2) Gaff Sharpening Wheels with pre·paid
order for 3 pair Gaffs.
Beautifully leathered - Highly Polished & Sharp
#1. SlASHER WHEELS
PROFESSIONAL QUALITY WHEELS
That Wtll Hone Your Slashers l ike a
Razor In Only 5 MINUTES. Complete
Sharpening Supplies & Instructions.
" It's Easy" ! Only $29.00.

12.

#2. GAFF WHEELS
PROFESSIONAL QUALITY WHEELS
That Are The Perfect Size ForSharpen·
ing Your Gaffs. Instructions & Sup·
plies $27.00

An)'thlna le,. Than Donn $2.00 Po1taae!!!

N3.
TIE STRING
large Roll
540 Yards
$11.00
90 01y
S11isfactlon
Gu1ranatee

On Evorythin&

Wo Soli.

#4. TIE OUT COROS
Heavy Duty Nylon Cords Wtth Chrome SwiVel & Steel
Stakes, Ideal For Cocks or Stags
8' or 10' Specify Length $2.95 EA. or $27.00 Dozen
•5. Miracle Polishing Cloth $2.25. Keeps your
Gaff1 & Sluhers sp1rkling clean. (Cleans Blood,
Rust. Oxidation. Corrosion, etc .. in seconds.
#6. Spur Saw $5.00.
•1. Gaffs Recondi tioned. sh arpened and re·
leathered $10.00.
#8. 14-Day Excallbur Keep FREE with orders of
$20.00 or more. Mu st ask l or it. Or if you're not
orderlnc 11 this time send $1.50 lor postage and
handl ins and we'll send you a FREE KEEP.
Orders Proceuod Same Day Received.

THC fCATHCAED MAAAIOR
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Appendix 7c

AMERICAN GAME BREEDERS SUPPLY
P.O. Box

P.O. Box 346
Wolf Creek, OR ')7497

Okmulgee,

IJIJ
OK 74447

GAFFS $40.00 Pr.; 4 Pair (any pattern) $130.00
2-5/8" LENGTH (Shorter length on request). All Standard Set.

---, -

. ..

.

..

.....

:~:

·~\'' -~~Z;t;:-==:;r,\

SHARPENING WHEElS
··~

0

REGUlATION
. .
. ·. -.. ~!:,~
·,'

••'

...

BAYONET

.

(HI.

7xJ/4"; 112. 6") •••••. $25.00 PAI R

113. Sj"x3/8" WIDE, MADE ESPECIALLY
FOR MEXICAN KNIFE ..•• ••• $20.00 PAIR
WHEELS HADE FOR SHARPENUG IRADf AIIO WI LL LAST
LONGER tHAN ANY W
HfEL ON IHt HARK(! lOOH THA I
W
E' V£ S££ H HADE BY ANYONE I

SHARPEN ING WHEElS KIT
$6.00

FiliPINO
SOCKET KNIFE
S35.00

SPUR SAW ••••••• •••••••••• $ 5.00

TIE STRING ..•...•••.•••.. $11.00
(Wa>< Slip Free Strl ng)

HEEliNG TAPE

3/4"xJO YARDS-$3.00
-ORDERS FILl£0 IN 30 DAYS OR HOX[Y REFUNDED CHEERFULlY UPOI REQUEST-All ORDERS PREPAID EXCEPT C.O.D.'s.
W
ILL R£-LEAIHER ~ RE-SHARPEX GAffS FOR $10.00 PR. ONLY GAFFS OF OUR IAIUFAC IUR£ .
- HEMB(R UGBA·
lovubtr 1985

. ,;..·

THI 'I!ATH!R!O WARRIOII

1

Appendix 7d

92

93

Appendix 8

Reid, Brazzell, Reid.

Grit and Steel, Nov. 1985.

The advertisement in Appendix 8 shows four interesting items.
First, the price of eggs at sixty dollars per dozen.
of trios from five hundred to a thousand dollars.

Second, the price

Third, the fact that

this breeder supports for different cocking organizations.

Fourth, the

keep this breeder is using is available on cassette tape for the price
of one hundred dollars.
The price of a dozen eggs as compared to a trio of black Sid
Taylors is a vivid example of the point I made in Appendix 2.

Even at a

50% hatch rate the purchaser would be ahead financially to buy the eggs.
Ke would have six chickens for sixty dollars as compared to three for
one thousand.

This is also an example of how much a breeder can invest

in brood stock before he ever starts to fight.
The fact that this particular breeder supports four breed
organizations is not unusual. The game breeders' organizations do much
to help lobby against bills on both the local and national level that
would hurt the gaming sport.
The keep on cassette tape is an example of using modern technology
to spread a folkway.

The keeps are products of literally.centuries of

folkways passed from generation to generation . There are elements of
the old English keeps still evident in the most modern keeps of today.
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Appendi x Sa

AS BRED BY KA TT BRAZZELL

-~-- --

~
.. ....

~--

"The Most Talked About Purebred Fowl Today"

PROVEN "POWER" BLOODLINES
TORNADO GREYS (Originator)

HATCH

WHITEHACKLE

KELSO

First class game fowl that oro carefully selected and bred to produce major circuit game
cocks. Aggressive, high station, leg fighters, deadly cutter.

SPECIAL ACE COCKS, Conditioned ond ready to light . . • . . . . . . • . $ 200.00 EACH
SPECIAL SELECT TRIO .. . .... . ....... . .. . •. . .. . . .... . . • ..•... . •. • $ 500.00
SPECIAL BROOD COCKS •...• . .•• . . . ..•.•. .. •. ...... • ......•.... • $ 200.00
SPECIAL BROOD STAG ..•.... . ...... . •.•. .. . . • ... . . .• .•.... •. ...• $ 150.00
PROVEN BROOD HENS .... . ....... ... •... .. .• ..•. • . .• ..... • .... .. $ 150.00
CLASSY 19B4 TRIO ............. . ....• .. . . .•.• .•. . .......... . .. • • $ 350.00
ACE BATTLE COCKS ..•....•.....•. ..... •.. .. .•••. •...•..•. • . .• . $ 150.00
SELECT TRIO BLACK SID TAYLORS, Cock and 2 hens, only a few to sell .. $1000.00
Now accepting egg orders tO be shipped storti,g Feb. 1st. Send your ordet now to get your
eggs first. $60.00 PER DOZ.
Supporters of UGBA, SCGBA, NCGBA, TNGBA
Our Proven Keep On Cosse tte Tope ... $100.00
WRITE OR CALL NOW

$llD~tmO~~ ®t%~~ [Ft%lR1ffi.ffi

I

REID BRAZZELL
PHONE (803) 329-3412 or (803) 329-3636
ROUTE 3, BOX 251
ROCK HILL, SC 29730

..
.
•.•

'

.•
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Appendix 9

Col. John Hadigin. "Conditioning Method," The Feathered Warrior- no
publication date is listed.

There are as many keeps as there are cockers.

I included this keep

because it is typical and was developed by one of the most successful
and well known of modern cockers.

Col. John Madigin was extremely

successful as a breeder and fighter of gamecocks.

A breed of fighting

cock he developed, the Madigan Claret, is a strong contender in pits and
breeding farms all across the United States.
The feeding and conditioning of the battle cock is very important.
A cock has to be as fit as any athlete, animal or human, when it enters
the competitive arena.

An effective keep will help cockers win the

battles especially in the drag pits where stamina and strength are so
vitally important.
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Col. John ·Madigin's
Conditioning
Method

Published By

THE FEATHERED WARRIOR

.

I
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The Madigin cocka: were AlwAye (ilrll' ,.,.,tked. When bro uqh t
for a ••nn, ~rby or tournaiiiCnt, they were p l aced in

&er4t¢h pens and brought dOwn to approximate wei9ht by feed·
ing up or down accordingly. By •pproxi.ate fightin.g weight is
want wic.hin abOut three or (our
which they would lose
after drying out, etc. As an i ll~trAtion, a cock c~ in
(rca walk vei9hif\9 S.10. lt is decided he should tight .t)t
•bout 5 . 02. scratch h1a dOvn to about s.~ and he will lese
l\nother three or !our ounces after dryino c>vt and beinc; tt'ie-

ounc:••

Md

out.
The cock house "WAS a larqe roo,. over ,. dovble 9-"r3ge.

There were windows and $h3des on
tho sh.,.des to dal"ken

o~ch

aide to let in a ir, and

tho rOOm when tho cocks wo re not being

worked or fed . so they could ro•t· There wAs a small room
about ~x6 in front of tho windows on the east side of the
buildiny. The bottom of the windOwa were about l! feet fro~
the flon:-. Aq;.-i nst the wall, in fr"ont of and even wich the
bnttOM n! the window ~a s a paddod bOArd Bbout 18 inches ~ide
11nd :hree feet lcng. On the fLOI)r Jn fr()nt of the pJtdded
bO.~rd w~ts .. nother pad. Thera wore ,.lwAya hens running o::-:. his
yl'lrd And thev could be seen tro11 the bo.ard in front ,f the
window. After the cocks had b<ran hAndled for a day, so they
were ta.e, e~h wovld be placed on thl• ~rd so he could see
the hens on the yar"d. The..n he
t •lkon n(f and dn>PpP.d to
t.he p."\d on the floor. Aruu.ous to keep t.~ hens irt si9ht he
would i.-cdiately fly back up to tho bOArd. The Color.cl c~ll
ed this "Jl,llllll)irtC) the c:.ock.s."' Thoy ..,.re ju.ped each ddy at
11:00 -"·•· • ten tl~.:s- ••. (••Gt.. tW, a.;tSd this hel ped tr> C!IIPtY
the• out and it: did.
Everything wAS done on ochodulo, work started ·•t 4:00
"·"'· &hArp, t.hey wer"e fed Itt 1100 a.M •• jWftped at 11:00 .a.;n • •
worked aq;dn at ':00 p.m .• And (ed .tt 7:00 p.m. They we:r"e
9iven six dips of w ~te~ After Ohch fca~. mor"ning ~nd niqht.
Thoy wer"e cnn dition ed ll. d·lYS .tnd rought on t h e 15 t h d·W · In
between wnrk<,uts nnd (ccd •.. the cock hovwe w l\~ do~rken\:d,
Th~ gr1un (ed during thu cntir-o kc::~p was m.tdc up ti:.P
fol lo ws; Three quarters ( 3/~) O( thO tot.-l WitS COMposed of
eq,jal pArts oC cracked corn, or a.a aomo cAll it ''chops," JJn d
oau, whole oats with t .he hulla ol"', L/8 b-'ldey , t /8 w he.:~t. An
· lllu&t:rAti o n: suppose you wer"e (eedH•O A dozen cock s and
11lxed up two 9<'lllons o( 9r-a.ln t>efor6 th-e keep be9an . There
ere eight quar"ts in twn g..'\\ \ons. ao Mh vp thr"ee qu.::trts of
com, three quarts of Q..... U, 1 qu••rt of wheAt.. and ot\e qu;trt
or billrley.

w.-.
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Eillc:h cock got

i-

ot th'": whlte of

A

hArd boiled e9q. A

hAl
head of lettuce was f'cd to ALL tt\6 cncks: At e~ch feed.
Th1a is the WAY it was done. Sl\y there were 12 coek~. The
wh ites o! t.hree had boiled eggs wou~d b4!t pl"~~d in ~' bo~l
'Wl th 1\ half head of Lettuce. Theae w~rtl Ch(')ppt>:d up real flnc

vith A food chOpper. Now, e!ltllllAt~ Lhd .tmuunt nf 9r<11t~ th~
12 cock.!~ w ill requir"e, then put in hll thoe cqg AM! lettt.JCe
you MV& Cf'lOP9ed up And thOr"OUIQhlV •ax. Nov ~\'kC olfl C)t"dltMt'y
t.blespoon artd ~t: a neaplnQ t.\bl•~poonfut of your r.~d.
ahake it until it's nicely t'Ot.wKktd ,,n<l you Mve the a.GO\Ult
eKh cock is to be fed twlce ~r d.--.y •lll c.:tunng tht: 14 d.1y$
of t.hC keep.
flys,

Ftrst day: At t:OO a.m. 91ve e~teh cock 15 runs ~nd 1;
fast. Rest for one minute, rub for" two n'lln.utes and

AEP£AT the work-lS runs, 15 flys. Do th• 5A-e £V£RY DAY, that
is where ttle keep calls for 3S runft •lind 35 (lyA. ttfter the
rost and r"Vbbir'l<) R€PEAT lT. When thO kOt:p Cill\.s for 4$ r"Vr'IS
.end 45 flys, rest them, rvb \.hem. 11nd give t.hc:m '-5 mrJr«.:: of
BACh Of 11 total of 90 fly o1nd 90 r"l..lnS.
.
Ahw, tn runn1nq thr.:
cOCk.S , OVER AND BACK is counted A& ONt:: run-NOT two, ilnd t he
r"l.lft!l ;)ftd flys are AL~AYS fast. At ?:00 l'l,lft. feed, then qive
9ivc c~ch cock e~actly ~i~ dip~ of wAtftr, On~kP.n cnck hou~P..
At 11:00 a.tl'l. jUmP ~en times-fAst. Aft.or lh6 jv.mpln9 P•Jt: ~nch
cock in a scr.:.tch pen for ten •inutcs wtlh ·•bOut s1x gr•u~s
or feed. There were Sm."'ll sc:r."'tC:h pens ln the cock hno:.~! (nr
th1.S purJ)OSe. D--•rken ox:k tww., vntU 4:00 p.m. s ••.,..~ wnrk · •·~
ln "·•·, S3:1le feed •tnd , ,._tet' ·'3 7:00 -. ••• Clnt'e up fnr Uw
night.

Second day: Ex3Ctly the GI\IIIO vor'k.
scratch, ete. AS Che first dAy.

feed,

jUft19S

Jllrw;l

Third d.ty: Exactly the Sl\nM: except lncre.tse work to 25

runs

~nd

25 tlys .orn1ng and night.

Fourth day: Exactly SAII'Ie work nnd (t~fJd ·•S the thi I"'CJ d..:ty,
Pifth day: Incre~se 'Work to 3S runll and 'lS flys. At
noon feed e~ch cock ... bovt on Qunce o( leAn q~o~nd beef, ~nw,
And rolled in cot'n me~l. reed mo~nino ~net night as usu~l.
Sixth day: Same work and food Ill tho fifth d;1y except

no mtht ;,t noon.
Seventh day: Incre.,so work: to 45 runG And r.-; (lys.

roet. Mid he,..d and dry thoroughly, then trim them out the

w••f;h

""'Y

they wtLl fight. Feed, jWftP, acr:"Jtch. etc:. e;,me AS oth-er d·•YS•

£i9hth day: Sotme "Work, Cced, jump, eerl'lteh, etc, AS
sevcf\th Cl·•Y except at noon feed c:wch CI')C'k OM OYnCe of UOIL£0
9round

~C(.
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"loth d-\y:
About 10:00 .,,,.,

S.wtt

,\8

81 h

d.IV

t::XCept 00

.e"i'lt

ilt.

no)nl\.

put. tn outSide runs for about. a Ml f hOur

so theY cAn t.ll'ke "' c:tu.at bAth.

l'enth d-•y: Occ:rua•o wnrk lo '\S runs Jt.nd :\S

( l vs,

s.~

nvs.

5-'llme

feed, wAter, jumps , ote.
Eleventh dow: Cut work

w

2S M.Jns ~nd 2S

feed, wAter , Julftl'S , etc.
Twol!t.h d~tv: Cut work to \S runs and 15 flys. ScrAtch
each cock S 1dnut.ua tn()rnln9 ttnd • .t lcrnt)nn.
Thirteonth dAy: No v ork . ScrAtch each cock five to ten

mtnutos morning And A(tornoon.
f ourteenth d1w: S~tmu Aa '-hirt.ettnt.h d;w.
OJ\Y or FlCII'r: No (qocJ 4)1"', w.-ltt~r IJOteS:'i: the cockt' nrn tn
Ctght in thu Pl(l..~t'n(>t.)n or .11.. night. Thw\ l.ht:V .tre g i ven ,) FEW
tnAlNS ( Abt>vt ~ tOI\Sp()('ln!ul) <Jf dAmp chops i n the morning.
Nu

wat-~;r.

ihft l :1ot t,.wn dAvt\-t.ho t 'lt.h ; ,nd 14th, the cocks sh()u ld
wAnt little if Any w<~ter , l( t hoy hrtVI) c001e on ilS th~v
shnul d. f\ dostr-e fur much water ;, t thi- time indic;,tes they
h.tVU fuvtu· nnd •houtd nut btJ (ouQht.
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Appendix 10

Driskell Game Farm, The Gamecock, April 1985.

The Driskell advertisement is interesting for two reasons, first
the marketing of a keep and second the conditioning capsules. The fact
that cockers can attend keep schools or purchase keep methods again
demonstrates the use of modern technology to spread a folk craft. The
modern conditioning aids are finding a ready market among cockers as
they look for that edge they need to win.

As a contrast the Madigan

method in Appendix 9 mentioned no drug or food additives.

Modern keeps

include vitamin , hormone, and "secret remedy" additions to the
traditional feeding methods.
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DRISKELL
CONDITIONING CAPSULES

DRISKELL CONDITIONING CAPSULES have been proven for 46 years now!
Not only have we personalty tried and tested our capsules, but cockers all over
the world use them with the same success in the short and long gaffs and knives.
Our capsules have been developed to meet the rigid requirements necessary to
produce " Top Performance" in your roosters. They contain a " power·pad(" for·
mula essential in today' s competition. Our reputation all over the world is the
GUARANTEE that we are professionals in recommending to you the " BEST,"
These capsules are SUPERIOR to other formulas because without a doubt, they
are better than anything you can give to stimulate your cock's appetite. You will be
amazed when you see how he throws his feed. You don't need to give anything
else to stop bleeding or combat shock either. Unless he gets a direct hit into the
heart, you can "bet" he will throw the rattle and win the light. Your cocks will be
more than ready to leave your hands with the speed and "dynamic power" absolutely necessary to win! The capsules are proven to be a remarkable aid in
making your cock's feathers shine, espedally during and alter moulting. Driskell
Conditioning Capsules continue to supply the "razor-sharp" edge you expect
... after giving only one capsule daily. No Dope. Complete with instructions.
5 Cock supply·····--$14.00.

DRISKELL

CORRESPONDENCE

KEEP

REGULAR PRICE $250.00 •.• NOW REDUCED FOR LIMITED TIME - ONLY SlSO.OO
II you are unable to attend a cocker's school, this Is the next best thing lor you.
You will receive a COMPLETE KEEP with easy and simple step-by·step instructions advising how to condition your roosters. Also included is a wealth of vital
information regarding pre-keep. hauling roosters, etc. You will receive $135
WORTH of supplies (enough for 20 cocks) capsules, vitamins, etc. All the secrets
are unveiled in this newest and most advanced DRISKELL KEEP method. The
DRISKELL KEEP brings out all of the expertise you have searched and wished
lor and is available now. We have used our Keep in major competition in the
United States. Mexico, Hawaii and the Philippines. We have proven it is a tool
used by the winners throughout the country today! Invest in a "A SURE THING"
today and I GUARANTEE you it will continue to pay off in the future.

DRI SKE L L

KEEP

BOOK

REGULAR PRICE $50.00 .• , NOW REDUCED FOR LIMITED TIME- ONLY
$25.00 (No supplies included)
Orders Shipped Parcel Post same day. S1.00 extra for Air Mail.
C 0. D. 6 Wtlcome - No PersofUll Choclu

DRISKELL

P. 0 . Box 5176. Phone: 1-817·756- 1856

Apr11 l98S

GAME

FARM

Wl'lcn •rltlnc•dvertlsers mention The G•m-teoek. lt help$ us o1IL

Waco, TX 76708

·~
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Appendix 11

River View Game Farm. The Gamecock, Nov. 1985.

The River View game farm in Grand Junction, Colorado, is marketing
a keep program that is near to the Utah cockers.

Along with their keep

they teach both the Hexican and Filipino knife process. The teaching of
knives again shows how popular the knife fights are becoming in game
clubs of the Mountain West.
River View has also modified and updated the feeding of strychnine
in its keep.

Strychnine is probably the oldest of the chemical

additives in the conditioning program.

I can remember an old cocker

telling me over twenty-five years ago that if a cock was on point with
strychnine he was unbeatable.

Here again is an old folk method being

combined with the new hormones on the market to produce the unbeatable
keep.
The keep schools are also a short cut method for the young cocker
to make it in the gamecock business.

He can learn in a matter of weeks

what would have taken years not so long ago.
there fs sill no

substitu~e

I emphasize start because

for experience in the pit.

The schools also

help cockers improve their skills and acquire better ways to condition
and fight the battle cock.
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lcccc cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc c cccccc o cccccc o

THE RIVERVIEW
HORMONE-STRYCHNINE KEEP
rt~ u~d
7k ~--~· ~tw,

-eff

This is the method we teach in our classes and exactly the same method you
have seen us win mater derbies wi th m the toughest pits in the coun try.
Noth ing is left out! We tell you how and when to give the injections and other
a1ds, what they are. how each works and why, in the most detailed and conc1se
keep book on the market. We take you step by step. and day by day through the
complete program, 1ncluding feed. work, and med1cation. followed by the most
comprehensive po~nting procedure in the mdustry. You will be using the latest
forms of the powerful new Hormone. vitamin cornb1nahons coupled w1th our
EXCLUSIVE NEW STRYCHNINE FORMULA to produce a conditiomng method
unequalled in the sport. We guarantee it will make well-bred cocks even more
aggressive and Incredibly hard to kill and at the same time enhance their speed
and cutting ab1lity. Added information has now been included concerning
medication and pointing which takes this new method far beyond our com·
petitor s and imitators. We are the originators of the Hormone-Strychnine con·
ditioning method. Only the RIVERVIEW method is continually up-dated and im·
proved in major compe tition by its originators. Air Mail or C.O.D. S50.00.

Your Choice Of Any 011e Of Our Other Publicati011s Free With Keep.'!!

THE RIVERVIEW SLASHER KEEP
For Long A 11d Short Knife!

This is the method we uud to win 21 out of 25 lone knife fights within World Class com·
petition in 1982! !!
This is the method now being used by two of the top competitors on the West Coast.
(One olthese men has not been out of t he money o single time this season i n the short
knile.)
This is the all·new knife version of the hottest gaff keep on the market. The Riverview
Hormone-Strychnine Keep. Over three years in development. This method has now been
perfected to the point that we feel confident in offering it to the public under the Riverview
name. Actually TWO Keeps i n one!!! One specifically desicned for the one inch Mexiun
knile and one lor the Filipino long knife!!!
The increasinc popularity of the knife in today's competition has made it hi&hl)' ad·

vant.ageou$ for the serious cocker to understand the vast difference in kmfe and aatf
condltioninc. Here os a METHOD that can put you in the fore-front of the competition •nd
gi ve you an opportunity to compete on an equal basis anywhere in the world.
We have the years of experience to make ours w ork for you- and the record to prove
it. We are as close as your phone, with the answers you need, precisely when you need
t hem.
Either Keep Same Day Airmail Upon Receipt Of SSO.OO

Now Accepting C.O.D. Phone Order s

All Order~ And Inquiries Should Be Addreued To;

RIVER VIEW GAME FARM
P.O. Box 1603

Phone: 303·24 3-3368
~,..,...,..w.....,.

66

Grand Junction. CO 81501

• ...r..e-.,.....,..w...,.-.ct ~••••''..

When wrltlnc tctverttsers mtntic>n The G•mec.ocJt. It helps us ill.
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* * * * **THE
* ***
* ****** * **** * ***
MODERN CONCEPT
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
First h.lnd information trom people who m1.ke their livanc fi&tttmc coc:'ks on the MAJOR circurt!!!

......

"'

..,J

~

•'') ·'

•.

·.

I

'

•

I. A lull sol of ltxtboOkS e••ctly hke those used 1n our regul.lr school. THE DNLY CORRESPOND·
ENCE METHOD TO PROVIDE PERMANENT REFERENCE MATERIAL DESIGNED TO GUIDE YOU
STEP BY STEP THROUGH EVERY PHASE OF THE SPORT.
lncludin& breed1nc. reedinc . handline. tnveling, merc.h.lndisinc ~nd conditioning for both knife
and cattt!!
2 . You also recerve an ample supply or all necessary aids and vatamins. Enough fer several
keeps! All druas are tully t)lplalntd. tdenhlied and are eaSfl)' obtatnable at reasonable cost tn the

future.
3. Update sheets W11h tdded tnformauon and late deveklclments.

4 Cotrespondence students are ent•tled to all the same pnV11eges attarded our regutar studen·
Is. su<h as spec~Jiy sele<ttd brood stock at one hollthe regular pnce.
5. Our phone hne ISIIwaysopen toolle< hetpond guidance.
6 . The rtght to all end any of our one day senunars absdute!y free. andlor our c:omplete 1 day
school lor only S250.00.
Not ju•t 1 " Keep but 1 complete course ot instructic.ns de$ig-Md to covel' every phase of the

sport lndudinc conditioninc Ulin& the RIVERVIEW HORMONE-STRYCHNINE KEEP AND RIVER·
VIEW SLASHER KEEPS!!!

ONLY $250.00 COMPLETE

We urce you to carefully compare our course with any other on the marke-t. The we11·known sue·
cess of our methods h1ve m1de this the most popular educational concept in the sport.

WE HAVE THf EXPERIENCE TO HElP YOU WIN AND THE RECORD TO PROVE IT!'!

All Ordcrr And /nquiriu $hould Be Addrened To:
P. 0 . Go• 1603

RIVER VIEW GAME FARM
Crlnd Junction. CO 8150\

Phone: 303·243-3368

**************************
Febtuolry 1 98~

When wrltlnc Jdvtrtluts mention The Cimtoek. It helps us all.
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Appendix 12

Magnolia Veterinary Supply.

The Gamecock, Nov. 1985.

This advertisement is an example of t he long list of feed
supplements that have come on the market the last few year s .

Some of

these supplements have been developed with the aid of grants from the
United Game Breeders' Association to major research programs.
all designed as conditioning aids.

They are

106

A Word From The Miss.-Colo. Combine:
The ub•>ve products are formulated by a registered Phar·
macist with the fu.ll approval· of Riverview Game Farm and in
strict accordance with their methods. Our performance using
these products and methods are a matter of record.

H

U

~~
i!'j
-"t:.O:::J.-'1 )XiU + I::}."'EE"t-f:Tl'X£.€'.#.:ZC.a:J.3.~
-Gene Broum
-Ron Chappell

J~o~ly

!98S
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Appendix 13

Reed A. Driskell, Reed A.

Hy-Roller Game Ranch.

The Gamecock, February

1985.

The products in this advertisement directly address the two biggest
concerns in the pit, bleeding and shock.

Many gamecocks die in the pit

from blood loss and the resulting shock.

Many winning gamecocks take a

lucky blow that severs or punctures a major blood vessel or artery and
bleed to death fighting.

It is to the advantage of the handler to stop

the blood loss and he has only a two mfnute handle in which to do ft.
These products, if they are as effective as they are advertised to be,
are an invaluable aid to a handler with a bleeding cock in the pit.
This advertisement reads somewhat like the patent medicine ads of a
generation ago.

r4r. Driskell sells a lot of conditioning aids.

He also

has the weight of being a very successful cocker to add credence to hfs
products.
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They're satisfied with our PRODUCTS. KEEPS & FOWL ... are you with tho
ones you've tried lately?
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Normally when a business has many repeat customers year attar year,
there's a reason why. Either the customers like tho SERVICE or PRODUCTS or
BOTH!
Nobody I ever knew went back and repurchased something again if they
didn't like the service or product received the first time. J have had customers
who ordered supplies and I wouldn't hoar from them for a while then I'd
receive another order a year or two later. This tells me they are coming back to
products thai have worked for them in the pastl
..H~n$ Jll&l .4 Fnt· Commt'Jttd From So.tiAfi'd Custom~rs"'
FROM KY -I wanted to tell you how much I have enjoyed doing businou
with you and to comment on the quality of your fowl. Recently 1won a fourstac
derby using the fowl I ordered from you a couple of years ago .• • R.J .. Ky.
FROM OREGON-Friend Rood. I received your Hy·Roller " No Compromise"
Keep. March 2Jrd. I used it tor our annual 7·cock derby. I tied for first (lot)
with a 6·1 score. Everything worked perfect, our cocks were strong and tnt
and real tigers in the pit. I've used severai .. Keeps" in the past; yours comes t he
most to being perfect of any I have used. I'm reaUy pleased ... E.W., Oreeon.
fROM ALABAMA-I used your STOP BLEED last year and saw my chickens
throw rattles that had killed me many limes before. If your STOP SHOCK is hall
as good il would be an asset 10 anybody' a koep ••• A. H., Alabama.
FROM S.C.-Please rush (3) orders STOP SHOCK, (2) orders STOP BLEED.
Won 9 straight, last Sunday. People say roosters don't need this stuff. don't
know what they are talking about. do they? We took 1st place alone. I had two
cocks to come back from the dead. HA HA ... K.C.• S.C.
" NOTICE"'
It you're not happy wi th the results you've been getting with your CONDI·
TIONING AI OS. KEEP or FOWL why not try something new this season. My
KEEPS & SUPPLIES are PROVEN in I.'~JOR COMPETITION in all types of
weapons. by MYSELf and my STUDENTS and CUSTOMERS each SEASON!
SPECIAL OFFER .•• FOR LI MITED TIME ONLY
HY-ROllER .. NO COMPROMISE" KEEP (the same •s YOU'D fearn here at
school lor two weeks) enough CONDITIONING CAPSULES. STOP·BLEED &
STOP SHOCK for (12) cocks or stags ONLY $75.00 COMPLETE (regular price
$140.00. save $65.00 today) and see the diHorence a proven KEEP & SUPP·
LIES will do lor you nut time you condition a show of cocks or staas. HOW
MUCft TIME, MONEY AND GOOD COCKS HAVE YOU ALREADY LOSTI
ORDER TODAY-AIR MAIL $1.00 EXTRA
"HY·ROLLER SUPPLIES (Still tho bosland less upensive)
HY· ROLLER CONDITIONING CAPSULES. (6) Cocks or Stags ...••••• $10.00
HY-ROLLER STOP-BLEED, (12) Cocks or Stags ..... ............... $10.00
HY·ROLLER STOP·SHOCK. (12) Cocks or Stags ... .. .... ........ ... $10.00
NOTE-Due to many repeat orderund new orders please allow 7 to 14days
shipping time on supplies. THANK YOU!!I
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Regular Parcel Pre·Paid-Air Mail $1.00 Extra
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REED A. DRISKELL
§
HY-ROLLER GAME RANCH
E
14351·A Haymoadow Dr.• Phone: 214·960·0585
Dallas. TX 75240 :::
~

$ssSSSSSSSSSSSSS$$$$SSSS$$$$SSSSSSSSSS$SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS$S$SS~
Ftoru•rv l985

Wl'lcn writ inc 1dvertiun m.cnt~t'l TtM C.amecock. It h4lps u.s •U.
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Appendix 14

Graff Veterinary Supply.
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Grit and Steel, tlov. 1985.

This appendix is a list of conditioning and battle aids similar to
the one in Appendix 13.
shock aids.

Particular attention should be paid to the

Shock is a real concern of a handler fighting a badly

wounded cock.

The shock aids are purported to reduce the incident and

severity of shock.

In the drag pit this could mean the difference

between winning and losing.
A note at the bottom of this advertisement is interesting.
Clarence Tucker of Provo , Utah, is the Clem Tucker character in the
story about the cocker with the wooden leg that is i ncluded in the body
of this thesis.
The mention of the strychnine keep in the lead paragraph of the ad
also attests to the time honored belief in the oldest of the
conditioning aids.

Even with all the new hormone, vitamin and chemical

aids on the market there is still a place for strychnine.
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Graff Veterinary Supply
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P. 0. BOX 406SS
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~

PUOI'i£ (303) 212·1113
GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 8150-l

~

My ~oal i• to better the art o f cockfighting b y helping tho beginner and the working
man. [ carry only the highest quali ty supplies and condltloners available. but even with
these It is ~mpossible for any one to win 100 ':( as is claimed by some or the advertisers. If
you Cccl that you are not winning your share. send $15.00 tor my new book. ln this book
there are four keeos, each one ot t hem have been used with great success all over the world.
They ore the Graff Hormone Keep. the Graff Conditioning Formula. Gra !I Strychnine
Keep and the !i. !i. Moore Keep. This book will save you not only ttme. but a lot of your
h~ut! earned money.

th~

-~

~

·~
:;.
:}.
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*
*
···

:;:
·>

I will send you th• only
ways you could possibly help your
in t..ule. (No
ch.tr ge) Probably 99'."; of all big time cockers use these atems. There are .;ery few thln)!s :)
t hllt take the place or good cock$. good feed. clean water and know how.
~ CONVITJONER !i~w H<:~rmone
(enough ror- 8 coclcs) - -- ---- - -------- ..... $10.00 0

i
f

i

(enouch tor 8 eock•) ---· ·-- -- -- • •.••••
$10.00
( e-nough tor 6 c:oc:lt5) ------·- ----- ··· · ···· $l0.00
Do not usc any Shock prepnrntlon with my c<1nd1tioners I'I:S they o:~lre~dy cont<'lin theH lnaredlents.
VITA~UN 812, fortified, tone haatlng (1 bottle} .. - ------- -· - - ----- - -- -- · ....... $ •tOO
IRON, LIVER, ln. Bt2, lona lutJna. tortitied o bottle) __ .......... ------ ··- · ···- · ... .. ..
$ $,00
WORlUERS: One per bird (safe for cock or hens) will kill wormt ror 21 days • . -10 ..:ach
NEW CASTLE VACCINE: For shipment to lslands {1000 dose only) ... - ·--·-·- . .. ..
···- S .o4.00
NEW CASTLE & INFECTIONS BRONCHITIS V.-\CCIS£ (1000 only) • .. ..... ........ S ..00
CRICKEN POX VACCl"Nlt: ($00 dOK' only) ...... . ·-· -......... .... ........
S 4.00
Ot.."tTROS£: ( Strong/ Cives extra atnn,lh during batUe. for !0 ...................... _ - ------ ····· ·
S $.00
NEW f'l:.£0 SUPPLE)f£NT: A new product that I ha,·e acquared l lhlnk it is the ~st tOnc:entr:tt•d
Nlanc:ed and St3bilil:ed pl'oduct I have run across for chtcktru h ha.s bone me3!. bone c•lah n,
bone- rnarrvw. iron oxide, tultur. zinc, Vit. A, Vit. E, VII 8l2, ca.ic•um. dext:-ose, and Ill o t th.t
Imino acJdS. It yo~,~ w ill alve you•· cocks a couple ot cap1ulu a wc:ek, on their teed or by mouth.
or put il. in their -water cups. I will gua.rantec they will be in th.• best condition possible for the
Kc:ep. Try thi$, t know it Is ~oo<L
··------ ---~ - --- - .........
-~~·--- .......
• ...
04 each
WliF.AT OER~I CAPSULES : Hl(th poh.•ncy: Give 2. or 3 durin!~ keetJ) ....... . .
.. •• .08 ttach
IRON, LIVER, Dl. lU2, Rf80FLAVIN in plll torm .... ...
.08 eoch
VITAMIN K: Helps cont.rol blet'dlniJ. EnouGh for .50 cocks
-·--·· ·· . .. ......
$ l.OO
P£~1CtLLI~ Tt\BLETS~ For tln\lt trouble & ir.feehon
----·-- .... .....
• .08 each
TERRAltiYCIS CAPSUL£S: Used w1th penic1Um ..... m cure sinus lroublt & ratde:s •
.08 each
liAt.£ liOftliON'£ : lnjectabl~:, lone lu:bnC o boltle) - -- -- ........
- - -- -- - - -· · · -S 7.00
RANGE PARALYSIS or ~lc\REK'S DISEASE: (1000 dose I
· · • • .. ·• $1!..X.
SYRII<GE I< NEEDLE (both) .. •••• •• • ••
•••. .
. . • •• ••••••• . ••••••• •• .•••• •••••
50
NOS E &. EY£ CLEAR: Ttus product is tor lhe curine of nose & ty~ t'.lrfelhng. Rub in tYt1 and
no.c. it w1ll save v.J!uable cock• & hen.s. (&tt!e) ~ ~..... ··~·- ·· -- ·----- - ........ ........... $ 5.00
CONlllTJONING C.-'PSVLES: ....
.. ................ .. ........ ........ .................... .............. .. .... . .. .. .....3$ nch
SIIOCK CAPSULES •••••••• • • •• •
••• . ••• • •.••
...
•. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3$ f'Ch
$JJOCK LJQUJD: Enough for 10 coc-k.s: This wi.ll hC'lp you 10 don't •be without it ...
• .. $ 6.00
CRAf'F CONDJTIOSINO FOitMULA

~

:0: CONOl'rlON£lt tor Strychnine Keep
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t •pcrCected the New Hormon<: Conditioner last )•car & J h3ve had m:my rcport1 (rom cocker.s ~,::
X both. In s lasht'r & g3fls who uy it Is lhC" bL-st they h"-ve et·t"t uaed. Try U. one t ime & r know you w•ll
be murc lhan satisfied. I am dHferenl from most advertiSL'rt, when you wm with my Formula•. kcL•p Y
;- Jt tc. yoursei!. Any one who tells wh:at ne is usin1t 1s j11! l stupid. I do not need lestimonialt to st•ll ony ~

r

i:

l

~-

I have the old lime H. H. Moore Claret:~ for sale. They will cost you $100.00 for cock,
hen. st.ag or pullets. Three old hens ~re still -ali\'e on my yards thet are out or the last tru.l
Mr. Moore set'lt Clarence Tucker of Provo. Utah.
J am a n1emher of U.C.O.A. and feel lhat c\·~ry one or )OU should join too.

~ 0 0 'CI 'CI O~(woo)o) C>C<O O'>*C>O 1000<'-+<1-<o+<o~~O<l 'CI 0 Q'' C CQ-<0-+<t~oOOO Q' 0 t ~0 0 C Q; ;¥o ~ 0 C f; Q' Q' Q' 0; ~;

~':~.(

<>:
v

f.:

o:
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Appendix 15

Ehrenberg Game Club.

The Gamecock, April 1984 .

Chickasha Gamae Club. The Gamecock, April 1984.

The Ehrenberg Game Club advertisement shows three restrictions more
and more game clubs are including in their operations.

A minimum age

limit, no alcholic beverages on the premises and membership
requirements.

These three limitations will help solve a lot of problems

before they surface.
The membership limitations will deny access to potentially
disruptive outsiders.

Thi s problem is addressed in the section on

folklaw in the body of this thesis.

The elimination of alcoholic

beverages also prevents problems of over consumption and the behavior
associated with it.
When some raids on cockpits have been made by law enforcement
officials, one of the charges brought against the pit operator has been
contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

Very often plea bargains

and lack of evidence cause law enforcement officials to drop serious
charges and prosecute on minor charges that they have a chance of
winning.

Contributing is a char ge on which it that is easy to gain a

conviction.
The point of this entry is to show that many game clubs including
those in Utah are restricting access to their fights.
attempt to prevent trouble from developing.

This is an
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EHRENBERG GAME CLUB
1983-1984
APRIL 14-15, 8-COCK LONG KNIFE COMBO
l·Cock (Saturday & Sunday) OptoonaiiOO....... ... .................. ... . Entry tOO
APRIL 29, 6·COCK GAFF, JIM PONTON OERBY
Also J·Cod<. OptiO<IaiiOO..................... • .•....•••..........•.••. Entry 100
May ll. >Cock Lon& Knale & l·Cock, OpllonallOO .. ... .. _..,., ........... Entry 100
MAY 26-27. &·COCK SHORT KNIFE COMBO
l·Coek Each Ooy, OptionollOO., ... ,, .•...• , , , ........ , .. ....... , , ... ... Entry 100
JuneiO, 5-Coek Short Knife& l·CO<k. OptlonaiiOO •.. .... ,, •.. ... . ,,, • . .. Entry 100
Daily Wel&hU 4·4 10 6-2; All 2-Day Weights 4·4 to 6-2.
Entry And Optional Split 70·30~ Weigh In Time 8:00A.M. California Time

Arizona G.B. A. Membership Required For Admittance
RESERVATION FOR COCK HOUSE CAl L WALTER

WALTER FLAGLER

DOYLE THOMPSON

Phone: 209·784·280 1

Phone: 209·784·21&2

{Afttr 4 P.M. TUI1)

19 136Av•. ISO
Pol'tervlltt, CA 93257

EHRENBERG
CLUB
•p••H•O••N•E•••6•0••2
No Chilrlrtut U11der GAME
J4. Ytarl Old;
No Alc()kolic
Beve rnges·.92•3••-9••3•3•9••••••i,
01t Premi~;es
1

••••••••••• a

I
a
I

r··;;;3n··~~~~~·;~~~·~·~~~~·~~~~·-~;4a

*
!

;

i
~

April7, 5-Suc, Optionols 25-25 .............. - ................... Entry SO
APRIL 21·22, SHERRILL DAVIS MEMORIAL
April21 , 6-Cock (Galt), Option aIs 50-SO . , •• , ........... , .. ....... Entry 200
April22. 5-Cock (Slasher), Optionals 50-SO .... , •.•••••..••••..••• Entry 200
May 5, 4 Cock-Staa. Option aIs 20-20 ....... · · •• -- • · • • ·-- • • ···-···Entry 4Q
May 19,5 Cock·Stas. Optionals 25-25............................ Entry 50
JUN E 2-3, 8·STAG COMB., ENTRY 150
June 2, 4-Baby, Opti<lnals 50-50
June 3, 4-Bull. Opt ionals 50-50
JUNE 16-17. 8-COCK COMB. OKLAHOMA CHAMPIONSHIP
ENTRY 200
June 16, 4-Coc;k, Optionats 50-50
June 17, 4-Cock, Optionats SO-SO

lt

>t

We(Chts In by 9.00 P M. rt&ul~r dlrbiU: wttehlt in by 9.00 A.M. 2-o.tY Mrbies. No top or bottom

w~tchts. Worth.am n;tts 1M hOI.Ise ruleL All suas m.ust br tn hilt tnthet.
GENERAL ADMISSION SS.OO

>t

VAUGH~o~~tr Information Co~~~: HILL

i

Rt. 2.ChkkuM. OK 730&8
Phone. 405·124· 119)

•
:

RL 2. 8o•107. NinneUt'l. OK 73067
Phone: 40§..224·6668

UGBA -Supporter- OGBA
¥'1 'I'¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥,..,¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 'I'¥¥ 'I' Y¥ 'f 'I'¥¥¥ '1'¥¥ ¥'1' 'I'¥'¥¥¥¥¥¥ '¥¥ •
A pr~l1984

:

,.

...._)I'.....•
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Appendix 16

Phoenix Grand Canyon Game Club.

The Gamecock, Oec. 1985.

The sixty entries listed in this program is an incomplete entry
list.

By the time this match was fought it could have been twice as

large.
This number of matches fs in contrast to an average Saturday
evening meeting for Utah cockers.

The usual number of entries rarely

goes over twenty and vary from three to five cock entries in the Utah
pits.

However, many Utah cockers will fight in Arizona and Texas in the

big matches.
This large entry program also represents many thousands of dollars
spent on cocks, paraphernalia, and travel expenses to the pit.
not a poor man's sport to fight the big ones.

It is
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~ 'P~~~~
~euJANUARY 4 & 5 , 10-COCK COMBO
LONG KNIFE; ENTRY 100; DAILY OPTIONALS 100·700
OVERALL OPTIONALS 100-700
Entries As Of Not·ember 12th
81')an Orlan

Januaty &. Nadine
Tom Jon••
James Southern

Steef Cit)'

"'"nix Combine
Larry Cook

R1ndy Hurd

Frank Cardoz.a

Dan Gray

Rtd lox

China Boy

Robbie & Har old
Tom b1tone Game Farm
81111 &. Smiley (Roya.l Game f arm)

Chuck £1!11
Super Ei&ht
M aya Gamo Club (Freddi e, Jr. & Tom )

.Ron EMI'
Alt.li Sanchez

N.O. Ka·Oi
Glry Sparlin
Rod Hardian

How11d Belk
Jlmm1 Joh.n.on

Foater Fatmt
JohnS.
Harohf (layton
Le.,.me &. $tune

Jerr'J Doualan
McPeanGn
Don Radt.r

Junaor Strana•
Jimmy &. Btl)' Power

Jack EnJ1ith

HIUTUin P'iMOn

R..O. f.rm

RocMe1 0.

UtryCo~n

Oan Hadley
8tJS

,c,

Auale Mora

(d Bros don
M 1k e Formou

R.B. P~Ja rson
Tony Topic a
Bull Run
Herm1n Duley

~""ho

Bob T..erbauth
SCe•e JohniOf'l
01'f1d H.atns
RaymOf'd Ra)'no (2 Entries)

lrtland Wet
Robert Ogminquet
Bilek Cold
Pete blon
John Tripp
JoMnrlowt
Jtrry S anc:h•t

Co1nplimentary Dinner Night Before
Weights in 8:00A.M.; starting lime approximately 10:30.
3-COCK EACH AFTERN OON
Weights In 1:00 P.M.

FM' Further In/ormation Call

DOYLE THOMPSON TOMMY THOMPSON
Phone: 602·932·5839; 602-932·9622
30

~

TM Game.:oek
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Appendix 17

Ratliff School.

The Gamecock, Feb. 1985.

Mike Ratliff is certainly filling a void in the business of cocking
by holding his referee schools.

Host of the men who referee cockfights

are cockers who no longer actively fight.
have an inadequate knowledge of the rules.

They do their best but many
Some are intimidated by

aggressive cockers and others are not alert enough to catch all the
nuances of the fight.

The Ratliff schools will do a lot to remedy some

of the weakness in the referees' performances.
An interesting aspect of this advertisement is the part under the
heading, "notice." Mike is making a bid for lady cockers to enroll in
his school and mentions that he has seen two lady referees.

This seems

to indicate a weakening of the single sex barrier in cockfighting.

I'm

sure lady referees would receive less abuse than men referees but I do
not look for this to be a trend.
and hold to the old ways.

Host cockers are quite conservative

The sport is also so male oriented that I do

not see women playing a major role in the sport for many years.
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**************************

RATLIFF SCHOOL

OLD MEXICO CLASS
Starts Feb. 1st: light day, Feb. 15. Contact Ignacio Noyola, 5 D E Mayo 130,
Lada 487, Rio Verde, SLT, Mexico 79600. Phone: Home, 21147 or 21491 :
Business, 21818 or 20191.
3rd class, louisiana - starts March 17th. 1985: light day, March 30, 1985.
Contact - Jimmy Hanson, Rt. 2. Box 540, Winnfield, LA 71483. Phone:
318·628-9770.
"NOTICE"
All ex-students of surrounding states: louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Kansas and Missouri. The Mike Ratliff Ex-Student Annual Derby will be held at
Coushatta, LA, Hi·way 71 on March 31, 1985.
&COCK: $300.00 ENTRY
Only ex-students participate. A derby of the season. you must see to appreciate. Well bred and sharp cocks winning. Absolutely no fixed tights will be
seen in this derby. Call: Jo Holloway for cockhouse reservations at
318·832·4229 or 318-832-4704.
IDAHO CLASS
Starts April 20; fight day, May 4. Contact: Dennis Drown, Box 208, Middleton,
ID 83644. Phone: 208-585-2901.
4th class, Oregon- starts May 5, 1985: fight day, May 19, 1985. Contact Mike Kurilo, 9325 Sunderland, Portland, Oregon. Phone: 503·281·9881.
"NOTICE"
All lady cockers that are interested in my REFEREE SCHOOL contact me the
coming season.
It is truly a shame and disgrace that 90% of all gamecocks are mistreated by
incompetent referees- .. Men Referees"
I sincerely believe that lady referees would demand respect of all pitters,
something that very few men hold is the respect of all pitters while refereeing.
In my travels with my school I've seen 2 lady referees and both had the full
respect of all pitters while refereeing.

MIKE RATLIFF
Phone(205)64H561 (This Is An AlaiN,.,.,.....,
P. O 8ot68

Mt .... CA30731
To &tl loWntrJI Cross hrm: Ccwne tot.le-1"110, illllht rtd 6c;ht coonwt.st 481or 7110oC ~mile:. then turn ttfl
Jnd co 1 & 1110 ot' m.~ . we W1n be the 6th houston tht ltlt.

**************************
26

When writing itd'tertisers mention Tht OJmtcO(k. It hetp.s us <~II.

The Gameooc"
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Appendix 18

Kelleyville Game Club.

The Gamecock, June 1985.

The paragraph at the bottom of this fight schedule has a notice in
it that states the club is private and they can refuse to admit anyone.
Also to fight in a match called the Missouri Championship one must be a
member of the Missouri Game Breeders' Association.
clubs in Utah follow this same rule.

Many of the game

This is an attempt to control

thrill-seeking outsiders.
This fight program also lists two Filipino knife fights which
attests to the growing popularity of the knives in the United States.
This is a trend that has developed in the last five years.

The knife

fights usually do not last very long because of the severity of the
wounds the knives inflict.
Battle cocks that fight with knives tend to be bigger than gaff
cocks.

The recent popularity of the Asil brood stock supports this

trend,

The Asil is the oldest of the recognized game breeds but they

were thought to be too slow to fight as purebreds.

A mature Asil cock

will weight six to eight pounds where most gaff cocks weigh around four
pounds.

Crossing Asil brood stock with the gaff breeds produces a

larger cock which still has speed,

The Asil can also take a ton of

steel before they go down which is important in a fighting cock.
The knife cocks tend to be bigger because it is thought they hit
harder.

It takes a good blow to completely sink a three inch knife in

an opponent.
cocks also.

The knife cocks are conditioned differently from the gaff
The knife fights rarely go to the drag pits so a knife
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chicken does not need the endurance of a gaff cock.
fast and strong and not muscle bound.

They need to be
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KELLYVILLE GAME CLUB
1984-1985 Schedule
JUNE 2, S·COCK FILIPINO KNIFE - DAYTIME
50·50·50; Weights In 10:00 A.M.
June 8, 5·6 Cock or Stag, 50-25·50

10-COCK FILIPINO
June 21, 5-Cock. 100·100·100
June 22. 5-Cock, 100·100·100
Overall 150-150

BATTLE ROYAL- TERRAPIN RACE July 13, 3·4·5 Cock, 20·30·40

BATTLE ROYAL
July 20, 4·5 Cock, 20·20/20·20
" Denotes Daytime Events
FRIDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE 1984·1985

June 14, 3·4 Cock, 10-10/15-15
June 28, 3·4 Cock, 10·10/15·15
BATTLE ROYAL
1. Weights in at 8:30P.M.
2. Admission $5.00.
3. Cock house Is on a first come fir1t serve basis.

ATTENTION- Kellyville GoH Gauge has boon drilled out larierto #53 drill which Is 59 1/r
thousands. GaHs musl pou_,the:i"s_.g._,a,u,.g~•:..·- - -- - - - - - - -- - -- - -

No too ot bottom wefchta. Worthlm and house rures. St.acs must 1>1 In lull •uthotn. and spun -'• be
me,.sutt¢. Admission on tr1butt and lO.Cock derbies and the M1SSOUtl CNmpions.hip will bt $10.00. Alt
others will be $6.00. Thitls 1 private Club and reserve ttwt right to rtlut.e admluion to anyOnt. Wei&htt in Jt
10 00 A.M. on daytime fichh. Wt11nta1n at 8:30P.M. on ni&ht ll&htl. F«leit will be required to res.ervt •
cocllhouse. All derbies wwth over.til options (Cock or Sta&) must .ttl bt banded the first day and must .uay on
the pit erounds. To fight tn tht Mlu.ouri Champion.ship )'OU must be 1 member ol the Missouri Gam~ Breeders
Auoc. C1-rd.s will be sold at the &Itt.

For Information Or To Reaerve Seat• Or A Cockhovu, Contact:

CLAYTON SMITH - 918-224-5441
If No Answer Call:

HOWARD BRYANT - 918-885-6629
June 1985

25
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Appendfx 19

James D. Keyes .

"The Ballad of Gallo de Cuielo , • collected by the

author in recording session June 1984 .

Tape in posse ssion of author.

The fact that I have this ballad is one of those rare pieces of
blind luck.

I was recording cowboy songs as performed by James Keyes

and this ballad was in his repertory.

Jim's dad wor ked much of his life

as a cowboy and Jim and his brother Kelly followed their dad in this
profession .

In t he December 22, 1985 issue of Cache Magazine , published

by the Herald Journal, Kelly is featured on the cover and in an article
on cowboys .
Jim worked his way through col l ege at Utah State University l argely
by cowboyi ng.

After graduation wi th a M.S. degree in 1984 J im went to

work for a ranch near Cody, Wyoming.

Jim has had an interest in cowboy

ballads for years and as he moved around among the cowboys he learned
from them the ballads they sing. Jim follows the buckaroo tradition in
dress and style which is pr edominant in Nevada, Oregon and Idaho .

His

brother Kelly follows the cowboy tradition prevalent in Nontana and
Wyoming.

They are both traditionalist and dress in the styles they have

chosen to follow.

The cowboys of today have made a conscious style

shift that approximates as nearly as possible the styles predominate in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
In December of 1985 Jim left the ranch in Wyoming and became an
agricultural extension agent in Sal t Lake County.

He is still actively

collecting co wboy ballads .
The ballad of Gallo de Cuielo says a lot about cockfighting .
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Carlos Saragosa starts with a stolen one eyed rooster and twenty seven
dollars .

He fights de Cuielo till he has a stake of fifty thousand

dollars and bets that on the last fight.
known would bet like that.

Some Mexican cockers I have

Once at Copperstate I saw some Mexican

cockers bet as much as five thousand dollars on a match.
just one match but went on all afternoon.

This was not

In his essay on cockfighting

in Bali, Geertz noted the size of the bet proved the worth of the man.
I think the Mexicans are very similar.

It takes balls to put down

thousands on a cockfight that might last seconds.
The affection Carlos displays for de Cuielo and the bed of silk
used by the champion cock of San Diego exhibits the special care and
high regard given the exceptional battle cock.
pampered and develop quite a following.
after they die.

These ace cocks are

Their names are remembered long

It is not unusual to go into a cocker's home and see

framed pictures on the mantle of his favorite battle cocks.

The

association of the cocker with his battle cocks is almost mystic at
times.
pit.

In a very real way the battle cock represents the man in the
When Carlos Saragosa buried his beloved de Cuielo, he buried with

him his most beloved possession, the picture of his sister framed in
gold.

Many cockers would scoff at the hypothesis I just advanced, but

if you look into their faces when they remember the ol d great battle
cocks and watch them handle their current champions one will see that I
came very close to the mark.

Ballad of Gallo de Cuielo
Well Carlos Saragosa left his home
in Casas Grande when the moon was full.
With no money in his pocket just a picture of his sister framed in gold. He headed

for El Sequo stole a one eyed rooster named
Gallo de Cuielo. Then he crossed the Rio
Grande with that chicken nestled deep within
his arms. Now Gallo de Cuielo was a rooster
born in heaven so the legends say. His
wings they had been broken and he had one
eye rolling crazy in his head. He'd fought
a hundred fights and the legends say that
one night near £1 Sequo, they fought Ciuelo
seven times and seven times he left brave
roosters dead .
Hola my Teresa I'm a thinking of you
now in San Antionio. I have twenty seven
dollars and the good luck of your picture
framed in gold and tonight I'll bet it all
on the spurs of Gallo de Cuielo and I'll
return to buy the land that Villa stole
from papa long long ago.
Outside of San Diego in the onion
fields of Paco Monte verde the pride of
San Diego lay sleeping on a fancy bed of silk.
They laughed when Saragosa pulled the one eyeed de Cuielo from beneath his coat. But cried
when Saragosa walked away with a thousand
dollar bill.
Hola my Teresa I'm a thinking of you
now in Santa Barbara. I have fifteen hundred
dollars and the good luck of your picture
framed in gold. And tonight I'll bet it all
on the fighting spurs of Gallo de Cuielo. And
I'll return to buy the land that Villa stole
from father long long ago.
Now the moon has gone to hiding and the
lanterns' lights spill shadows on the fighting
ground. As the wicked black named Zorro faces
Gallo de Cuielo in the night. And Thomas Saragosa feels the tiny crack that runs across his
roosters beak and fears that he has lost the
fifty thousand that is riding on this fight.
Hola my Teresa I'm a thinking of you now
in Santa Clara. All the money's on the table
and I'm holding to your good luck framed
fn gold. And everything we've dreamed of is
riding on the spurs of de Cuielo. I pray
that I'll return to buy the land that Villa
stole from father long long ago.
Well the signal, it was given , and the
cocks they arose together far above the sand.
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And Gallo de Cuielo sunk a gaff deep in Zarro's
shiny breast. They were seperated quickly
but they arose and fought each other thirtyseven times. And legends say that everyone
agreed de Cuielo fought the best. Then the
screams of Saragosa filled the night outside
the town of Santa Clara as the beak of de
Cuielo lay broken like a shell within his hand .
They say that Saragosa screamed a curse upon
the bones of Poncho Villa when Zorro rose
up one last time and drove de Cuielo to the
sand.
Hola my Teresa I'm a thinking of you
now in San Francisco. I've lost all our
money and I no longer have your good luck
framed in gold. For I buried it last evening with the bones of my beloved de Cuielo.
Now I'll not return to buy the land that
Villa stole from papa long ago. No I'll
not return to buy the land that Villa stole
from papa long long ago.
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Appendix 20

Henry 0. Wortham.

"Modern Tournament and Derby Rules." The Gamecock,

copyright 1961.

The Wortham rules as revised in 1961 are the most commonly used by
most pits in the United States.

The McCalls rules were popular a few

years ago but they were outdated by Wortham's revision.

The NcCalls

rules were an old set of rules that came intact from England.

As the

traditions of the United States cockers changed under the influence of
the Mexican and Filipino styles the McCalls rules became dated.

The

Wortham rules have also been widely used so as to create a standard
cockers can follow.

Hany cockers fight outside their home state so a

standard set of rules establishes a sense of continuity in the sport.
standard set of rules also helps the referees in their jobs.

A

By knowing

one set of rules well they can be more effective than if they have a
passing knowledge of two or three sets of rules.

Wortham was a great

cocker fn his own right and was respeced well enough that his rules were
readily adopted. There was no radical departure from the English rules
just some refining and defining to better fit the American style of
fighting.
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MODERN TOURNAMENT AND
DERBY RULES
SECTWS l
1.-Wh~n matthl.nc rockt or atau In mal.n•
or hack.s. o.ll bltds Ulat welah '""' or wltJIIO

twu ounett or t>.ub ()tbe.r lutornauully tnatcb.
COC"h and suu 'lltetghln( W and ovtr .rt
COIU.Idc-red

wetah.u.

sh~lte-.s

and

m 1tchttel

tl

catch

a. la a tourname11; or cltrb)' W'hf11 a ~ U
Or"CML&IIIt 1.0 tile ~alt'l bf. auut AOt wef&h a lra.c-Uol'al pan Of a. OUII~ over en. lllpula\ed
w.r4cln .-d mcu-t ao1 wd~ ku .a.ao lbrft
~• Ytadct the stlpuhtnS wtllllt. SbcNW •
cock be btwa.ln to U.. sukl
or 1&ader
ua. .tUpulattd wd&bt. UM AfttH aball order
U.t pUler to brt:ll 14 a c:odr chat wU1 ma.b
lbt Wt•JJIL The reltree wUl walt 1 ruaon.able
ltoltll or Umc but no toaaer Uua :o mJau.ttl
1nd ll the eatrf)' bu not produced • eocll or
the propqr weight lt will bt lllr du.t)' to co to

•••r

the ortcndlna: piUer'• cockhoutt aod U nectt•

D. HENRY WORTHAM

•Xot a dc!inilc rule but u ' .t •u«lft~:llllnnl
l 'l ••ll>~ ;~r,• ur~'·d, 1-dt h Uu: t'Utl' l' IU of :111 ~·u-

111,•!1 ln•·••h1-·d, tu i:1>111t1dt• ;\ lhollll\1 rut1• h 11·
l •l•l'Cifico:l "'"""Y tint' lnr lniiiU'I' lot

1•·'""'0:

l>~om~r.r , .. llh :~!treL•d June !tmllli h1 hL.,' hn:,:.
-'u•·I'J fh, C'f ,ut• PlY .lbJ~ ll'llmc..Jiah.' l1 ~Jkl ,~r;,•
llddf'(JJ 10 1~ JI'Or ...co.

h Jill .....,hiltn:t 4c:'lilies "o l"fttnnl tftaU lie
fiM"ft'd l:t ;:t\"f' ,)"'"-':)" rM~ 1b ll• l ht'n:o 1AliU.'1-'ll
·~l'foi'J t.ko ~ ~fttry ot' h"Mt" C'Oft«tftled
.:a•d ~II f'Airin. It lmponible to autt,_ .,..l!tuo
IIW• • Unuc:<~. ~"~ tbrJu..~th -·lthltt ~"crU~W
"~' ll"'' IM hm• ,.·ei;:hi.J~. tbl.' ~rUI')' w &ll bo Wllh·
d ' """ it ''''t'li:ht ditfer~fttbl ' ' obJccCJc~ott.ablo.
r.,rfc.'h or ~nl ry r.x: ln be r~turncd, A1hvt1.bcd
l :)p on(l botJorn wei;ht• '" ~ df:J'Oy ,,.• u, b•
t'(lnJtdtorc..1 check "''eights htsoflr u !he m:atch·

.n.:.....JI

fng tt conf'.r-ned, '" dttbil~l lutJI'IJf more lhll.n
Ollf day this rvle must be diffenHUiy tOtUtruM
Sh,ulct 111 enlry once start to fiJ(ht tJJrouah on~
tlty Cit a mult.l·day m~et he I• obiiJtiiiC'ft 10
~:anUnll;e 1~ the ~~~-~~ of the meet oven lhouch
Jl \loCk1ld be ;mpos.Ublf! to rnltttl hi• ~OCkt .u
IIUfd. II b the duly of the match·makC'r to
Mal~b IWCh C'OC'kJ tblll do fiOt m . .t the J-o"'O«:
dirtt'r.,.h•l •t tbe db.sest poS:S~bat ••t1ht.
1.-ta IOUI'a'-MC'n:S Ud derbl011 1ht NfCTft
IW «letee~ lhlll be M~ted b7 liM pll
IIUIUUMf'ftl, 11M-y Or be b att•SICHI •a lllltb•
l:tcttry b1 all en!nnts upoa 8tnJt4ro of Coo·
tut't or payment ol entry- 1~. Aller eotunu
hnt au•;llt~d r~f~re~s ~nd have •tcnlflcd
AtC'CPtonco by payme-nt 41 ••fllry teo ur
· •l;tnatwr~ of c:ontr•ct, *"Y dcc:l•ic.n ot tbc
retrrt-~• -·111 (O..,em, No tnlry wJJI 1)1) ac:cep•cd
WIIO dOVt Ml .tif<'t IO :abil'lc.t with the J)I'OVItiOIU 4( lhis ;,nd 4dl 4ttu~r ru11ni~ .
a, lA nuiru thto rell.'re-c $houtd bo arltttJJ(J or
.tS:r~'t'.:l "P'Jn b.)' the prlndp~IJ.

u.ry wetah every eock eUttblt to IIJM 10 ac.
It aucb • cock ls •valhble. Sbol&14 II not bt
or It lho etltry refuses to brier U.t proper
cock to Ua, pit, tht'.ft tbe relent hu no '-l1fl'·
aaUve but to de-dare the ol!eodJtll tnlry •
lour. Howev~r. oilier tatraoLt wiUt lbe U•
t:epUon o1 lbe one m»tt.h~ acdast tlt eUMd·
er .~ rn• a•Jeme-at ue \4 PQOI '"ft'Y cod;
ot w.a ...tab': eadl 'itd b to 1M lod.lt.ttM
on.l7 b1 ba11d a.umbc:- .1-lld ut17 oum1Mr oo •
folded .Up ol .,..per, ne DOO-Gtfe.dla& totry
I• W• clrcurruUoc• wiU dnw from ll c:ooUlatr lo dauc• ol U.t rtf.rtt • oct .. d ..
termloot wb.lcb bltd bot wiU mM\, liAdotr t~o
cl.tC"UA'I.IU.O<::et tbo!Jld I IJailt be liiUrd" tq
&fi10A• wilhout fi9ht.ing tor tht vlc:tor)'.

'"
the cotlduc::t ot piiWo:rs •hen IIJ'blJft.l \I.Adu
Otue nale.s.
J. -Unlest e•;e;ot rQJJnu lPKil)' Olhtrwlat.
107 lenalh he;cl t.bu 11 tck!Ad lrom toe:ktt to
J*At it falr.
a. 1n kau.Utitet wbl'rt C'U~m Umlu U.t
Noeth ot t.bdc to 1"-"" or IS'"' II BaU be I.M
duty o1 tlle pH opeutor « promoc.r &e ,.,, Ia
• t'oa.Pic'•ou..s plJee abe tuc~ ctcfu.tu.. o1 a
lAir b«l Ut tha.t ~Nrtioeubr pu.. h aJull abo bt'
U.t duty 01 U.e refer« to
Uut aU •nltuU
~ftd ~rUt'lpa.n~ ue acquaintl"CI wllh .any and
Ill pil ruUIIQs ,.,.s to wh~t COII.Stil"lf't I hlr
1~ " or J!o\"" l.tlt. before .tny b1ttltt ~are Cou1Jl.1.
: 4.-rutbet"s. COcks shilll bt •llowl'l Ita run

s.e•

lllllthot wbJch It dtfi:ui!d a$ toJ1uw1: t.:all. wlof,
': Uddto. Alld fC3.thcrJ uound tllo Vtlll may be
trimmed. Tb" t-eff,rte will not btod tl'l)' C'Ot'k
lhlt CSOtt not meet the pr(lvJIIon• of Ut.l.J
p.trl.ltl!)h. Shaving or trlmrnllt( bud oltld
IIICkl• luthtrs is oot permintbJe. 1A txtrcm•
tmugeoey, Jf a coc.k £• a fr~c:LIM over Lbe
IPt'C:Ui~ wc:i;bt whu J)t'Utoted It lbo H ale•.
vlldn body CcuhcrJ mJ~y be Wa6l'd la IW.d
,.,..,..., .,, In the re.fc:t'H•t eo&.U.., nah~l
tb•lll.7 ot liM eq.ck l.s bOilm~Jtfd..
S..-la lollf'ftJilriQU .ud ckf'Wn. Nlr1fl, W.POO
anh·f.nl - Ul• club lro..odJ, att u.adtr tbe
,l:\f.rb4tctiOII O( lhe pi; triUlJCM.Ul,

•·-All c:oc.b to derbies or to"raamuta Itt
to H tlaaded by lh• n!eret or bJa rtp,....
untaUve before aoy matcbiol procedure b:
lltrled. No ont but the ttftret or b.lt dt·
al~:n:ue~d reprc•cntatfve sho"td bnt t CCtu 10
the bllocJ nw.mbers osed Otl the rtspcctlvt e&•
IUAII,

I. Aflt'r I m(!o(!t has ()ftC·e COMMtOCtd. Ill)'

b. Tbe reter...,'t de"CI.sloo Js flntf ud unre.
• \'OhbJe «'UI'dlng all viob:Uona ot r\lltJ Ol'

tnlt)' or entrlel lbat -are det-:c:ttd borrowlna.
UJtiiJ or ntemptini to ust Ill)' eoc:k that dou

(81

DcH tlavt lbe bJi Dd IUICIItd 14 hhn Or It DOt
(11

.•
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__.tty IU1MH WU IOU tk ft&.)lt .. -.uatioa
.-&1 .au ..,.,.,.... .. .au puntt.. n.~ sam•
,.,.IUhJ U ._ be' UriPOud UJIO'i .all POII.rtlH ftlnHC'lfd "'hb sudll lnud or ~Ue:mpted fr.a.ad.
IM' INm('dh~ ftaM bt SIICh event lliC'
,ote!CIYit'f Cli'Ut-iMd ln SUb-P.IIt~IT.llph ··~·· of
rule 1 h 1o ~ u.1nl, The ~~~~~ P.I"'Y mvtt
lllhl " COCk Ut " ' a wlft.
b. Any <""k til at has ~l:'n budtod and fo)Uiht

,Of'

eannol 1M t'C!fOUII:bt to the ume m.atn, dctby
or 10\ltfttm•nt ~o~nJ•u he tus bHn reob.snd•d
by lhtt ""'"'"" pr1or to L\'a.ving the U~tuln~: plt
tnot ph bulldii'IR J at C'l)ml~leliull 0( urtghul
ll;tht,

SECTlON 2

"vhling Aulu
1.-UI)On the pilten cntr:.nec to di-C' pit, tl~e
tl!'ltttt Will ._.C:Ijjl. Jlhl COC:k, C:bC:dt b3Ud
nuMbC'tt, urttuiJy u•mJnc h~Js .and lite:

lh.lt th• cock compUes in every way with lbts.e

naltt, Plnera wiU :~lso be allow4:<1 to ~:beek
wei1I1U and hccl.s to protect bls own int.C'rct"-•
Z -BIIllna. Al'1tr c:oc:lu are dttbf'ed f,IJJtlble
t)e
will c0111pel t~ pittcrs to bill ~ct.s
a f•w tlmco:.a, onltt lbem t.o act rc:.11dy .and lh~tn
Pit u Ja.h C'OmftU.IIdL If in lbe process ol bi1Hac.
I C.ll: h d1Ubaed ia U)' W.&J', it ia dUtecf .as
Mlt1cerac-e OA ~ put ol llle phttt .aod Ule
coc:1t m1111 bt stcowa. Bllllb".l ts eoo:slderf'd a
lN" o1 •ht nat.L
J..-Pftuoa from t tool scores. The aeore
llus •Ill 1M duw-. dlbt teet .11put attd eo~:b
must t.. pntN dlrecUy 04 Ue:se liMs :~t all
cJmu-Uic codtt .arc Ia be pu~ down .squuc:l.J

,..r.""

M tbetr tete In chc center of thcl:r rnpectin
dlttc:tly f.ac:ma e.ach ot.Mr, oot sJdeways,
and "t•a••d lmmtcll.ately .at lhl' commsnd p.t.
PtUinc lo ftotlt or bthlod lhl' score Utte. w.alk·

sc:ore.

lnill o.r r~nnJnc th• cock up to tbe Une ~ nllt
p•rmlsnble.

!II

H h e•U,..,b' up &o t11..e nl~trH .u to w1lom to
.rckr • h.alldM-•hen llW «'Ckr ts """
C'~fu

U••

.,...,,, ..., luodlof'd tmm.-dj.~t.dy .t.tiMr
tat bu•t or 1101-

Uw t<.ck.s ptO\C to

.a. C«U •uut 1110( be UIUdaf'd at aa7 um.•
4urt•a b.aUJe. 1111 ~lUter ~ndln Of' tht tflerH.
Wftlll Ill•• ordc.r Of h.andJ1t i:s r.lv•f'l., wht• ~
plU•n wUI

~rornpt.Jy

obt:'J.

~ 'The ord.,r of ll.andte win be- I'"•" whcn .a
C'OC:1r. is 1\u.ng Ln hi.a oppcmenl, th-t 1)11, h1m.s.cU,
or in cu• CJt ..a fo1d.
c. Shoulf1 Ole rcrere-t be in doubt Jt ,)tl)'
tlm 1 u to whether tl•~ e~lu :~re l1unR Jn .1111
mann•r b~ 5hould order a hilndl~.
d. The pitter i5 lu pull lbf, tzatf !mn'l hlJ own
* k lie wJII ar.11"P the ullH:r cock bcluw th~
knef .&lUI without IUUng lrom fluor rcmov•
thO JIIH.
t A pltt'r will oot be o1llawc::d to touch lhc
opPotlna roc:k at .11A)' time e.c:ept lfler the
order of handle to prote-c:t him1clt qr his c:<~c:k
and Lhft mun b• done wi:h 11n Qpen h.&nd.

M.uh.lnl or unottcnuy Nu;:Mess is a foul,
7.-Ruc. TILe puiod of re.st behfo·e-en plUhll~·
·~n•r h.andlin~~t l.t zo sec:o:.c!s. Al \.be- ead of Uu•
p«riod lbe rderM wdl caU get rudy foUowtd
lll)' W

commuul pot WllJdl t5 ta bl" iu'\l.ed AO

..._t-r Uu11 On t.KOnds .11fir.r lM t t t rudy
t.all.
•
L-Civinc ol toWlL A c«t Is eautkd to the
Couat whu be Debts last. or wka ~ othtr
c.-:t rwtl .away. C.ol is: CiV"n o.ly wMe
uiiH lor lily tbe- pitt.for of tbe' cqo;"~ uCitlfod te
Umlt'. P1Uer utli.ng tor Uc- Couat wb.('a ~
tilled te 11. must uti co~ i1 wittun t1vc .a«ond•.
otbftW"Ise h• los.e-.s rtg.lu to the cou.at :~!WI Tcmc
h chc:ft tf both coclt:s .11tc not Iit;btinjf. Th~

'.ttf11n:t dc:c:ides wtu~chcr the cou!'lt h J111¢t<d fuT
', In tht tsve sc-to.ttd J)(!:riod. lt Ls the pllcer'•
~>r~'lpcwulbiiHy to clll for lhe count :~t 311 \Jmct
• wbtn ~olllled to It but H cannot be furced

uo•

4.'- PiiUna on lbe eentcr score t.as c:aU-td for
undor Count 111d Tlme provistous• is Pt!rform·
cd whh one band, at all Umu. At the ordu
ttl rudy l)y nflrt-t the piltc:n JmmedJatety
Uk• on• banG oft aod
from cod.s-lbey
will not bt .allowfd to touch tbe coc:k 1n ,ny
ma11nrr uct;»l wJU. lhe h•nd boldinl code
.altrr Ul.e or.1tt "It I ,..ad)'." .Plttt:rs .are to be
la a sUndlr4 poaiUon wht-11 Clc:Uvtritl.& the
c-otll. ao4. 1r.Aedln&. &o pe:rmll immedi&te t'f·
Urt>mc•t •I• ft"tl ,,..,. &be binh•
.t.. t"os!UOII of lr« b.aoel. A!te"r -Je! r~~dy
P,e lt'ft haM wtl:t be eurwcl •• farlbrr to tAe
front lllu l k ~uter of lbe pUtt.r's b!:p .aDd will
... bt 111 ...... b ...J' mauoet llt..a.t m tbe
nlrr«"'l opf.Dio. will dllll'ltt Ule opposi.ac

.,.,.Y

....

b. 'l1lc ~rn:.r IC'Ore Unttt ue to be duwra 22
Jncft~l .ap.~rl• ..u tb• ordtt p;it lite pitten muse
c-on1~ do"'"· from kn tt hefllit, witla their cocks

so U•-.a~ the rcc:t rue dlt'tclly •nd squ:~rcly on
the .acore line 1nd both cocks mtut be bc:tD:
C!OCII. other. tl'IC! rt-fcrc(' •hall be the JUdS:c _.,
to .any ~llurlhodo'C PQsltiOill c.au.s.ed by phy.aic.al
conditlun or tho cock.
c. 'nlo h.and ltoldiAII the co(k muu be
dlrecU.v under th1 bJrd, op~n. aod betwutl.
hl.a IOJU.
'S.-PIUOtl po..aiUon. At all tJmu tbe pltter
and eock will bt lA l\tU view ot \ht &udientt
10d rtfctee. Allhe ordtr 91t rtady both pitlen
muat ~omc to Uu:lr sc:o~ un~s. C.acJn¢ e•eh
other, AHt>r pUUn•. e:ltb~rr .at Ute J.foot or
n11lcr •cor~. tJit plttu will retJre 11x fHc
from hit COC:II: nd tka will •t aU times lt.l)'
at lrut sl• f«t trotn either C'OCk uoUJ tbe .ref•
trc-t orde-r• ••Mic.
t.-Ua.cllf, Altf.f codu n• pltttd &ad lllbl·
.., UM t•ft.t« wUI onJ7

orcte.r h aMr..

""hen It

Is app.ar«-•t Uut one « botJil C'OCb ue bwla.
(tl

·,

·,.
:,.,.
. ..
.··.·.
··,. .
.·.

.·.

·,

.•'
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deJ• coc\t Jed J rw1w1y u• -.t WIA. utthu
utry •m r~t•• e«0.1t r..- •••• t11ht oa
J"f..CJrd, JlUi!Mlb It b 1 thMt"Hkl l duw,
It II U<'k hiVIflll IM C!OUilt f11ftt, OPI)OSIDI COC:k
II C'l'ttilled lGi 11\t C.:.uat, If AOI a NAaWI)'-bt.ll
If • fllft.IW J y tboU. nU'uaJtlfl Time ls Ji•elt.,

U both ('OCkf
couru 1nJ U('h
CWkl aro dold
,IQ brOil!: c:nuM,

art ruanint

n~ilb..-r

h•• lhe-

I.'Atry to,es 1 !uJI lJghl. lf tk>Lh
ot CJyhuc and dist.inctJy un•bl~
tht llt:llt Is a duw and .:;,cb
IJIIIUIH It ~Witded oac-balr fight. A runner

!cu not win undt'r uy ('irc:·wnst.lncu. Dct~d
c•ckt are ~:ntltted to draw only .u 11.atC'd. ·rh~
•ut(lrcto fl to cunlinlft' all count~ or tlm4!s
bt!"ru rtndC!rln; ..t final dc('l.$lon.
u,-Tim•. Wb~·n boLl• codes stop !libUAI, or
1"111,, ud neither h:u tb.~ couot, wilbin five
Jt'COI'UJs, the rcltrtc sb3U :automa&Jc:.lly ;ivc
nmt ot 210 't'('Ond.s, Ul.tt-e Umc. Ia lakin&
Time. rt!trH stuU ull out Tim• Ia Goin9 0",
tl'ld at "'' l'ftd or 20 M<"OIKis e.Jil Handt.. Wht.ft
Jllltd IClh•. r.od:1 ll"f" pi.U~ belle to tM!d. Oft
tW urH~tr u~. aad so oa u:aw l.brH 210
a.«Meb " ne bien P•H lto.m ~" st..J rt o( llle
flrt« '1'\mt, .11'1d Ofllt will thl'n 0. d«l.&r~ a
4uw To bt fuHy uJidcn:ood Wbta~-r "rime
IJ cJ\>ftl, c;~tl• Tt~ wm tMeo :o a«ood..s wU.b 211
MC'OIIdl n'lt bf'tw~ plltiftaS. U Milhr fiC)Ut,
Ulltt-u both ~~ nallfttn.a, ~ batik Is .J duw,
\\'tl('ll boeh C'C)t'lts ue ru:uW!: e11ch Cll-lr&nt
loatJ I IUU fiJhL
U .-l)fad C'OCh., A dud ('!)(')(is Me- tbat (O
the o!Hnlon of thr nC~reoe ts aetu.aJJy df')d ud
not dyJn1: "" to•u to a Uv~ e«-.k U the" I•Her
lt fiOt a ru11•way, The rdt.r~e is to eon.tJnuc
to th• l'lld of 111 eouAts or Um.e btoforc nndcr•
tnt 1 dt('I.SIOII or m.uJI'lt .ll.\ exami1ution or
lilt bird•. II both eotks :are dud !.lie filht Sa
a dtiW, Uth ~ntry credftcd with a hlll fleht.
n .-Tutlna: ond Cameneu:. The quesUo" of
camcwus or of i cock bC!inr a runoer sh:aU be
Ut)
ltft l.o th• dl•crl'UOQ of tbe r~!~re• at 111 Umes
and oot to the pltt.eno. At ao Ume 'NUl a lttsh
cock b• brouzbt ln U.• pU to tut ~e camea.eu
ot uotber «<k ~o~Alnt tbe OCIP6SlnC cock ls
physlully uubl•, I• rtftrU't OJ)llti04, to slloow

neAt.

U -L.uviA.J tht PIL Whu 4 cock lea.ve.s
U1• ,.It dl&tUI.J I fiJ.)U. u.adU IJl.)' d.rt:wntU..Ilt:H,
ht will •utomaUuny *- aay t:t~Wtl or co.otl
be nuy
ne rd«« will lmmfodlllt.bt
ercNr 1 bDdle-, aad
Tbae. n. ('O(k r•

M"•·

d••

mallllaJ ta OM Pit reui"" the eout~t ooly by
hc.hU.a wlllu nt.at ordered pttkd by the ref·
Uft', II ....II'U, ill• lbe opiAioD Of tbe rderec,
U.. cock luvl"' ~ JMt Is runiWI.( tlte C'flck reo
malllilll Hf not 1 ruut-r or c1~ad h;.m.M'ln
•Ul :nu.omuicaUy r~tet.l\'t. the tOWit, U c1e:slre4.
U !.he tOoCk l"&t bas le!t p!l ts fi.Ot prueot at
ud ot 20-.st:eortd rest p.tl1od ror t.b~ ordl'r of
pll, tht eoet remJdnlnc J:l lhe pit .aoutomaUeaUy
rec-elvu the tou"t (U not t'llnniot or dud). l.a
ncb Jnli&IICt.s r.er~rl'o ~r.•lll eontJnuc tbrot.~Jh
all eounu • nd r.etl periods, before makfnJ 1.111

IJnal dtchlon. U a eoek h brouaht b1ck at
11\Y lime ~~~ Is to b~ pittt'd. at tbe commc:nco·
mtllt ot next ptuJna. Jt be is not broushl back
btfore the commencement of the ~eount h~
t1 IScduod the lour II eock tn. pJt J• n.ot dead
or rwnnln1.
a. Sltot.~ld t.he cock uma.I.Atn; tl1 Ule pU be •
ruM•t, Time h ulled. T1l.e eoc:k \h1t bu ltlt
U1e pit ma)' be r.etunl.td aod pitted I t the
commrnct"'tftt of th• 11ut Time •ad U be
lhows 1i41lt will ltqu.ltt the C'OUtlt. l!owtnr.
I( booth cOtlct Ire DOt pn.sent wbe.12 the ordet
to pH U alvf'll fOr the third aod final Tlmt, or
tM code. 14 Ute pit b sliD ru.oiDc. the n.p t la
d«llted 1 dnw ud ntln JOYttftial two
....Mtrl I Pflly,
u.-rtahtlaa. rtcltU.J 1s strlJc.lAt~ cbula;J.
PKitlol or P«kfol at the other eoct WI U.e
(UI

cpiNoa et ••e nletf't'. \fhea ~ecks are tl'IOiloft.
,.u a.:.cl OliN' or bo.!l ue hookha; er •ppa.re•IIY
h..lld iat aad a .eilber pttll'f' dum• or b "'bU..,
t~ the coJUal, the f"e!t'r« Mall &i,.. Thne.
1. In tourrumen;s .aftd d~r'blet a C'OCk It
dt't'mf'd to .h<~ov~~: bt'to m.atdltd wh«ll tile rfl•
f':'et t utl otr hja b.Jod ot ir not baodH .,.btn
U.t ttltru hu ('Ompltled "'~l&biiiJ lfld n •
;~mlnatlon oC b~:el& lltld deC'Inf'l 1bc tock
cllv•blc •o fi;ltt , Hr ('3or.ot bot l'ePI•ted by 1ht
t!lllrllntt! he does oot show. ln hacb tilt! t:ock•
"'+II lH:! tJ.R&Idr•·ed tnalc:hcd after the ~hti'II'C
u lls the lltst "get ready." h a a tuck, shuuhl
.5 c()c:k 1101 flee in the prdlmin;,ry b111in.:", the
IIUbt ts ded.ued "l'lo cont~·.,;t."
b. Tbc-sc rules dcttnltely •t11tt wtut lt hJr
an:l unratr phtll'll ·~nd dtfint tlu: pen.allles. In
t1 lllH:k, wlten ~vid~:nce of fraud or collusion
between the partiH lightlna Is dlseovet(ld, Uw
!I::M 1lull lmmedi.H('Iy be nol)~•d by t11a ref·
l't'\'C! :~nd dcchrcd .. dttaw.

SECTION l
Pen.alties
1.-IJIId'l't lh~14: rvkos tke rt!er«- b U.o 10&.
,.dlt and JU.tY ud Is full)' empowered ~ t•
ntt:c peouJUu to:- u.y YloblJOII..$ ot :-.. Rwlu.
t• a~dJUOa to tbo:se .1frud'y mflllliM«d tbif
penaltJts at the dla«ctbl ot tM reftt"H mar
bt>, ltlf'!~ltllltt ot cou.at. awardlo, of c-tn ..
tht oppo.siftC coc:t . dUblrmut Cl( plltu. or
duqvahRC"atioc ot entry tro;n r.u.rtbt.r partido
f)lli.Oft til th~ ennL U an ("ntry is disCt•allfK'd.
rnu.ac:~ment is to r.t.J1te fr"('I'J dfort lA <'0>
opcr.atiM with cnt.n:IL5 wbo have mel or 40
I'IOl meet lbe otruder, to proctuu the n~ttded
('Otkl ·lit the proper weigbts lo ~ompl.clo tllot'
tnUt. Tbt olieoding C'ntry can win nolltln)l.
H Jt Is Impossible to (ind ('().Ckli tb.1t will IYh.·!o'l
tho ~r.•eichts In 1 lournam~nt, Ut~ rcm.llnir•..t
entrlta wtlt recelv~ ~ figlll "'hen m1tch~·d
(14)

wiLh th• ojcctled tcb')". au previous tl;btl 10
ttalld u reeord¢4. l.o the eue of a dt'rby Lb•
tt'!ene, U cocks arc DOt avallable to complete
t.he mlttb ll.st. wiU bt lorttd 'o ttmporarl1
ault the mHt a:ld nnutt:b tbt rcmalllla.l
tfttrle.t.
ne r.U.wlllc an

w:bir-, fOQl pratUC"U. or

Nl pconW•'••·

Tk we 01 W alt IM-ds.
Ualalr trlmmfac out.
!Sonowtac_, biQ'l!ll , or l.Oa.abC eocb

•• evnt t1 tnatebed.

o"cr cock&.

Not ptlt.IOJ' with or.e hand at lbe brent.
C1uckloJr. 'bto..·i.nf, ~VinJ: ha.ndktreblds, or
, Ill)' attllln tJ1at m1y 1Hraet atttttt!oo of CO('k,
:
Chantlnif or reJ)Jaclna a;.sfCs, cutting oU a.
cat! Or broken calf. cutt.l.CI oft a broke: a win a
durlnf ll1e cuun.~ ol baUlt.
Au .u~nco by 1nyone J.n the pil is oot Je111,
Tb.e un of lndivldult w.JtcrC'up.a: 1.1 prohlbllf'd
ud th• pit wtlt turoJsb fresh waur lor Ule uu
ol bolh plttera..
\
No plt~r will pit ·tor mor~ lh1n oa.e ealry
p.rovidtd bowe"t"" tba~ 41ft e:otry m.ay cbaoat
pUler• If dtslh!d belw-«n lJJ.I\U. l11 t:IS.. ol
11\lury tbl.s rule m1y be rtl.u:td.
No c01:k u" be wH.hdtawa a.nd ll'le tlat.l
a.tvea ~P lA a louta.a m~.At or dtrby b41tU. at
1U otJt,er ealri~s .Jre loterutcd. Ia all matdl
n a hts ~Ita must b>.e !ou.cln to 1 ftah)l .....
with Ult retecee able Jl.Jvt.a Ute rt&bl w
d«Jda Ule n.sull ol a eo."'tL CM.testaab
t:IA&Ol ar-r« to draw.
on.. time •Uowed Co I:.Hl a.lter a
bH• uUcd will be ICliiOG.oeed to aD tatn.all

n,,, ... )

USI

.,·'

•

.,

a t~r

Use ot cwk.a oot property bud.ed..
HUdlfftJ before tb:e o.rder of n!trte,
Jtot ptttlaa IC t~t order of rdcrct.
T\u"a.l.ni coelc »oose I>t!o~ order or pit..
Hot obntvinl the a·!~t Nle aad l:lontlAJ

.
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MI.,~ ~. st.ar1 of ~ effDL 'Tbb p,...! , ...
w.n M slrlcdy eol«C"td bt 1M rc:fe~ ud

"~'"'''''"

pc:nebhd Ullli<-ted.
P'lu•na lit • MSrt"-r oQer lb.a.ll pr•KriM<I
by till n.lu. .swcb u sho.,.IAC, boldhs,f, Jtrt.i.'\1
'back. pullnl aay obJect over c:-oc.lit"s eye,
dud.laa cock's lltld u:n.dtr oppoaln& code,
• hol411\l .l C9Ck'.s hcsd dowfL ( putlllti 1\lm t4
t 1..p l, boldltll 1 cock over opponetU-.
2.- Th•

rrteru

11 spedflc•lll' bound to \lie

the followln& ptocc:dun: ir violations occur
durlllli pltlln's wJh!rct couAt 1-$ in prngren. C&)
H tl\t plner of the cock ha\•lna cou.nt. for ~ny

re)l.on c:omn\lt.a ,.. foul, s handle Js qtdcrcd
ud lie tiiiOMatic:.JlJJ lo.sc-t count or countt he
Ml¥ h .tvo. t b ) If the- piUtr O( tllc OO('k btlnlt
cOwllltd au t for :.n)' re~son cotnmils 2 Co\11, .a
llucllt It ordered .)nd uothcr count 2W»rdtd
aa•latt l\1111.

1.-Tht poll lJ ..o.t to be viol.att'd ln .alii)'
IIUMU duMJ the t.•arse ot .a Cl.&hl· This
mtn.t f..trec:dr Uut no 4)ne except tbc two
piUtts sad \1M rrlerM arc to ~ w1tllla UM
pU ttltlOtllrc anu eocb ue onc::e bllkd • ad
•• Cldlotr ptnoO may enter es«9t in tbe C1M
or ie)ltY whea .a ~U-laslitu\t pitlt'-r may •.a.te
o•tr \Itt d'*Ues of tile ~P)Iarf(i lUodlu. Folio.,...
til& psl" ol C"OCln an oot &o be b.t'OI.lt bt Jato
tM ph ror ....etc""'' aotll tM tl;bUac ,atr
havt l~ft for Ulof clnt pJt ot C<m'plet.e:d lboflr
I>J.tllof. Ntt~cor stull b.andlets ol rollowl"l
COC'IU tit 01'1 o.r aut tbe piLstde: whl!r• the
ICdOftl or Ultlr birds cv 111 11n)' way dtstnc:t
lht n,:nunc ptlr.
4,-Any tc:Uol\ or either handler that maY
pr•v•nt 1 cock from wlnoll'll or rJJhtlnJ: rna.f
tl4 called fo~o~l .and p•nalbed by the ref~:ru.
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MATCHING
Con1Jdcrcd b)' muy 11 mystery, the actual
PI"'UU ot prepa.r'IDI a match Hn !or a LoW'Da·
mut tr derbY b «lmptutiveiY su-ar:lt. It t•
Ollly ll~ttnry LhU. tbt matcbma.ker bear 1a
nuod tb1t by • outbemauc.aJ prot:eu, Ia lh•
cut 01 a touna.a ment. every e-ctl")' must m-Ht
t.lc:ll •uatr ooe •lme. lA tM .Der'by It u oal'
A«tHa,.., tbo~t Uac &oW a u:ml:»er of cock•
alltwa N mate:Md 1.-.d tltere Is ao oblltattoa
oe tM p.trl et lbt m akhmaku to da more
UIJ.ft m a l<:b lilt' f!OC\S a t tile c.icMnt po.U.1tllt
.. n._.,_u nd avokt "4oublc cnMU.. 1t a.e en.
AJ a C\lkl• to U.OU nol bmilia:- •i'-"
•un•nmcot ol a I.OI.Iro~ment or dcrbt U.t
tw~t t)Ptl of matcb<td 1\; h ts will ~ diseuutct
•cp;u~tc:ly,

THE TOURNAMENT
Th• cocltlnl tournam.e.nt u known today I• a
Mt'Uiod of fiJ.~Iing dcvlsed by the late Sol P .
M tCII II of LOIUfl;tn,a, atte.n c~llc:d the- "Pather
01 lilt: t'out•namcn t." Ia the yen 1908 ho in•

t rOduc:td

\0

Uttt fraternlt.t a "new" way of

matchln' tOdtl whkb hnme<lhtely took the
hncy of coeJton from one end of lbe countr)'
tu the othctr aod unm reUtlt yean the mJjor
C\IIIIU were all f<Miiht In thlt type- ot eomptd•
11~11. Ull " n•w" Idea wu simply that a stated
oumller or t'nluAts were to show a suted
number of c:od•.t ;at prevlousl~ detcrmtoed
WC'I IIhlt Jn auc:h a way tb;.t every cotract
wow1d Meet uch otbcr.
l$ttnsc or tbc p;aturc oi a lourn.amu.t It IJ.
M'«f.Ury tbat t.bt wcichl.t ud e~-umber of
c11triet bt dd«rmU.td ill .adv1.ace 50 !Aat tbon
cle•lrl•l to partlelpa~ mar tDow bow muy
Co...,l will bt aftded.. U b o~bo adwlnblc to d•

mall4 • aiuJiille !orleit •• a~ &be prcsnee
of tbc tltU c•t17 IIJL Tb withdr.awaJ ol u
<t'•lly d•f'IOI tbt nurse ol ~; tounutoe.ot wou.)d

•l•·cd, u lon.a n they mcc:t th~ wcl~ht r-eqwtr..
1ncn11 :..s stntcd in the rules. Tb~:re Ia h:u
chnnce of unllpOtlsmantike c:onduct tb ~A I(
the entrY It (arced 10 use only the c1111tt
R\lmbc:r Of birdf C:allcd for lB. lhC COJ\lUCI.
lt it of ~o~tmost imporunce lhal th~ mltC'b
lift bt dT~"''" up con•cctb·. Tbe !otlo~o~d n!:
dlarlt wiJJ t.e foouM correct .and u printed

lmiJntc h.;Jw the t-nt,.cs • •iJJ meet 111 uch
row of •n•i,llts. A• lht" m;~tehi~& is .;a nuth·
cmahul prublem me t:.JllUll t1 the dn:t •'flJht
w1ll Woc'1~ lhe "kc:y"' of ;be tin "~ W'ldcr
M cl~mat~nc-t-t c~D the- 1.. 1 be cllao'f'd J.ltC':'
\M OrtCWI~I nU. It IS DOl :IC'C'C'tUt'f . . . e\U,
"toW'S'' be ucd .J.S p:i.nted-ttse ~f·
'"• c.Jn uw anY "row" be ..ishn tor "~
pnlic•br •efchL All o( tkis sJtoukl be dclcro
111Ua.cd bc:Iore the: sun ot thC' meet and ttlc
rdttct dit!llS oo.IJ' i.n ·rn;mbi'rs· •ot •umcJ'

tht tile

•"ca

ma 1dn~

m~tC'b li~t.

hb

nr catt:.au

II'IC!IRtA.'IYI."S .:1r~ ic!entl!IC<l wltll t:.e AUnl\lo:l'4
by b.-vln;r t!u:nt d:-;aw rror:&. ;, h.;at or bo1 tLIJI
tr C'nvc1o.,.rt cont:ail'llni a :uomber. lleC.J1'<!1n;:

to ttu1 nwmbcr of catr.ant:s.

•

1'f!)f 1·;:\'ffi([;S
!MI, •·8, :S-10, !H~.•• ;
3•<1, •. 11), ~d, HI, !·5
~.;, o~ .!), 5·5. G-10, H
:1·1, u.t, 1.::. o.Jf,, t·li
J.fl, 4·e, i·IO, 6 ·J, l·i
:1·7, .f. (), .!1·0, l ·S, ~ ·1 0
t•:l, S·JO, •i·8, i·? , 1· .&
J._., ::H, 8·10, 1-\i, :!·9
!·S, a..s, 4·1, '"· t·to
TWEI,\'f': )-::.STUfF..'>

I H~ t-.S, <t·.S. 3·10, ~··· l·i
:.1, S4, 4-i, G-11, ,.1!, HO
:~. J~. 4-10, i·ll, S·l!, I·'
:.;, • .t, $-.t, ~1!. 10.11, l..J
UtJ

un

J

"; .
.., .

'•
•'

.' '

·•

~---- -

..
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• d•rW are ar.e~~ lfC.-tl En• at a t maD
e0\114$ may Jbow to • .tU

'"'"' Uabt eoo..c•

-.10, 44, IU, J.tl, 1-1, l•l
...,. 1·11, t•'l. u, 4·11, 1..,
..... 4·1, 3-1, 5-11, 1·10. 1·11
1·11, 2·1, 1·10, •••• 9-Il, 1·5
:-~. ~-10, "'· 1·9,
loll
2·11, $.1, S..t, 3<4, JO•lt, 1·1
:.t, 3-\J, J-1%. 0·10, HI, 1-4

lh•

•·•!.

2•1, 3•1U, t·l, ~-~, Ll·U, U:·U, 1·7
1·1, 1·5, 7•13, 4·14, t$.1J, 9·12.. 1·10
t.u, s.u, 3.1, t•tO, 1·11, i·IS, 1·9
J.u, 2·1, •·~. s.a, a-It, 10-u, t -u
10·13, 1·2, -t-~. t~.J. 8·11, ~.r, !)· H
5·13, 1·4, 1·1:!0 10·2, l·!J, 4·1l, tS·I t
ll·5, a-1, c.Jo, 1·9, u.u, u.a,
iJ 9, !!·h, •. u , )··· 5·11, 1-10, l·tt
J•h, 2'·1%, S-1, 8·10, 4·4, 9·JI, l•ll
1-u, 1·11, :.J, $-tO, ~s. t·ll, 11-u
l·f, 1·11, S·ll, &-7, 3-t, 10·9, U·H
1·4, S·l, 79, J•U, 11·1!, H·lO, l•J
t t, a.u, 4-7, 4.U, &-14, IO·lt, t4

t·•

:£NT!UE:$

1..). '4. .... .,_II, 10.1!. 11-U, 14·14. S.7
s-t. f.7, 1·12.- UHJ. ll-l•, tt-l~ l-4
l·t. ,_.., 74, J.lt, ll·lt. U•l4, 15·16. l..S
t ... J--4, IHO, 1-t, lJ-11, 1-11, ~U. 1·11
1·.1, H .. .fi·1J, 5-l!, f.ll, '1·10, l-1l. 2·11
t.IS. 3-11, ...1, '-1~ .t-1'- 16-U, J.U, 1-t
1·1. 1-11, .... r.u, ...S. 10.11, .. u~ 1-u
1•13, 3 I, t.o5, J.tf, 9-14;. lO.U, 7·111 1·1:1
l-1, J·U, Hf, l-10, 7-1, 9-U, ll·U, t•l!
t •ll, ,.IJ, 4•f-, .S-0, lt•l8, 7·U, lOot, l·U
1· 13, J•l, t·U, ~-H, G-10, 9-tS. 1!·15, !•l'
JS.I, J·7, •·l\l, 9-:i, 11.·115, t().:, IJ·il-. 1·14
II t, 1·11, 5·14, S.ll, O·J4, 1·13, 1!-l, t-10
2•i, J·lO, t -t, ~-ll, tS·ld, 11· 15, l!·H, 1-7
1·11, G·U, 7·10:1 8·11, J:.u, 14·4, 9·3, l •JO

:...1,

TH& DERBY
Tht Otrby u we lulow Jt tod~y. Is Iru:rtaslna
In popularity yearly .u It doe. n.ot pl»tl:l oe.arl.y
u m11e-b alres..- oo lhe abWtY ot a toed~r 1.0

....

"point" hl.s ~ck.- for fou.r or live dl)'t and ta
.hut thco•n "' lhe put or th~Jr fi5.btioc ability
owhllt holdhllf at speclntd w~i&Ms.
To better undf!rsl.lnd W Oe-rby
turn 'badr
•• t.ht ,..,..,. tt::'t, wbcon •c~orcHn.r r.o
,utJde
I'Ptlfift.C in ~ G•mtc::oc.k , 50rn• yurt aco.

w• •=

B.H Oyer

0(

Fr--.lfort,

K.)'••

waa:

WhUe USJSUOi lbe l.att Bob Llutcr Ia I'D&t.cb•
tar • derby, be nma.rlrtd: "Th• r•fcrcu a.ud
oUlclalt, 1 few years !rom oow , wiU have U•
iuy as a patU!ra will be t~tabllabcd for mu.cb·

"' l.bue e v.:nu.

" .Afttr mon.r yens, lhtouah 0\.t sometlmU
totUy aod often eJnbarnul.oa ttl•l and error
l)'llem, a w•y bas betn f<lU.Bd to b•ocl, match
aod lliJbl c:ock.a ia a de.rby tb.at U ac:cuu~ ud

t&ir to ..tU coocc.roed.
Th• baodi.oa of coeb Ia ott.ea talrea too
U1J1llj by Lbt pi; oper:ltor. Ttlja it a very lm•
po.ruun pJu.u of coad.ucti.ac ~ de.rb)'. 'I'M nJ·
ci"C'c sbouJd b• $Upp1icd wllb moooaramtcl
baadt a.od ~ sbolllli be i.Da:truc!.ed 1.6 pu_t two,
yea two b.aod..s 0:0 t.acb eoek, - • oa e..ac• '-1
aad &o brt 5ure Wy ue RCUrcl)' tui..S. fte
IDa.DIItm~At aboc&J4 GOt b.utd I buDc:b ol
&o aontt lrfttpocmbk persoo a.od puaut IU•
w ba.JUI r.bt- adc.s.
NOlle of tle oecess.ary .wpptin Mt nptulve

' 'DCIJ

• • . ilccunte uales,

k~t~n."

At tb• eo<kl a re ba.aded, \be rcfu.e tbould
IOAtruct each entry to J::O to !.he pit maoartt
ud dtaw the weiiht cud teodostd l.o 1 'blaok
t'IWI IO'pfl wb.Jcb wtU hlV4!" bis dtrb)', oumkt,
pay hla eoLN.oce te-e, t;~Lt or ,.Ject tll.o opdon~ l, aod JlaJsb such olber buslttes.a 11 renrvfXI seall.
( 221

Eae-b Joc•llly hu thelt owo eust.o.m. rturdtn.a the number <II cockS to be balld6d.. Time
hu .-hown me aU eoc:.ks o.n. tht ltouod.t tbould

bv b.:andl-d and •C:~I\ttd rol", Wbea lbe 1ol'ti11U
t'.H'd u utustrtte4 {o))lowins is used. Ol\l'f W
cklls turned lo art eJiJibl• to fiCbt, four or
ab: J.l lbe d~"Y c-cntr.:act ma1 lndlute.

lftlry Ho.

i~lt

Tom t'owltt of Knoxville, Teno ••

dtvittd " 1imple system of mltchina clerblts
• bleb wu vddc-ly ucepl~. As lbe dtrb)' Nume miH'~ popwlar. otficbls round
~altMs.tc-1 and O.c roUovrio_. procedure• h t vt
It«• W.plc4. 'Jbt-y J't9f'~$CII-t the opiAJOIII &I'ICI
c-xprrka«"s ol m.atl)' rt'Cetcn, t.odtldia&. OM
ltll.llor (I( OW:t\" r•les. Ud C04SOlidated. !11 aa

a:om•

• r.)ct. ~7 Dolt DulliatD. ptlattd ia ClmftOCL
'Jbco de'rby is &he surn•la.llt u.~t ' " "' bt
eocl~ll&' tq Its prcSC"Ot bltiJ:bt of popubrlt7 Ia
~r JtMtation.. Th~t odds one m a y rf'«iv• Ia
(21J

..........

W eivht

•

=

, mom•nu silence wh Ue che pos.sibUitlta wtn
conthfl.'tf'd, wu loJiow('d by enlhusi.ude di"

cuui Cin. l'tacUcal sunestlona: built up tho
~dta an1l lhC")' rNChcd ~ n. 1areement.
'"Wha1 will W(' call It!" somcono u)(cd, It
wu (lcrl.ly-tlm(' In Kc-ncucky and !Jle natu:ul
•n•.-cr wa•. "Lcf• c~n it • derby." No one
diucorue<~ and so lhe dnby wa.s boro.

..,., ........

WEiGHT CARD

"Ltl's aJJ show live or 1ix cocks and m.a:ch
lhtm accot<llng co wtlaht. The one who wiM
tho mott tl;!hlt wiiJ set the m l)fley." A

TJie

mo~cn•M ~

•dJ bl cards. matdl boo.al'd acd e:d P«ta. A
l•w doUus will :;HU"ch2U a s•uoo·a suppiJ,
Too m.uy pit ope:awa: 'believe the-y en rua
04 eN slmple prt.m.Lse or b.a,;z.g •GOU.Jh "door

lt")'iSJ tO

wu t. tiM spri•.t
aecl ,.Not ot ~ cocl en ll.ad. tou&bt CMit \Mtr
btU ~b. Altholq:b several ~re bltere••~
•~ '*'kl ,.., nil hi.s toara~.mnL somt of lbe
pt'Oitpccoa d•d nat ha,·c c-noulb eot.k.f, DJer
coc ..ome 0( U•tm t.o,c"ber for .a coof...eMc.
Am....: lho:K" IOlhcn!d wa.f E. A. Bropby of
Part•• ~y. t Who wo-n tbb fJrsc deroy,, The)'
ta1ktd the t.itulion ovtr buC it sumed bop..
leu. Ttl• only thin.l: lett wu to tlaclc their
rcwnhtrs-lh('Q tom('onc m3.de a au:tautioa.
,,........, a follrnam~nt.. It

a uucuve.

cocln.

rouan;&:-f &fi!Tan;a

~IXT22N

pOt \'e:ry

Jl b k<•1Uf of thU fto.aAd a l ,-espoufbWII)t
piL. to operate $UCCC$$fu.Uy, lll\Ut MC. I
patterG u to ba.ocU.or. m~tctUa c .aa.d t!JhUaa
1

...,
...,
....

~

""'
"'',..

,.,
"'
lOS

,.,
"'

4·15

Noti that uc:h wel&ht must c:orru~nd to
lhO lwo band• sho•·.n. directly ~<nU.t from &ht
IPt~lnc "''elcM.. Alw, It wiU be nc:a u.at the
urd 11 pctrforatcd so the tlltr1 ua tur It
a;~u1 and lu.rn tn tbe ··ef&ht side Ollly Cor
matdUn;.
At the ume lime wel&ht.a: ;arc h•t"Md. lA. tbe
band ~~~ of U.c urd sbould b4l d~t;KHIIH ta •
'"'"' ~o•taiDf!r, lte;Jt in ru.u ....._ ol aU COD•
('("r~. 1'he rnlr7 should lckatif)' ldmstlf 00
LM Nc-• U( &his half of Ule ~.ud.. T'Ws c-o.taUI~I'
riiiV.tl ,..I M t el'l'IOved fnm:t CMabUe: "iew a«
ope.c:'d ""bl tM mateb list ia: com.,Ute4 aM

C%3J

..
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puted~ f•WM co •Iter - U.tormaUea. f't\ la
.....w ol .. o ,,.... t.
T'- ,...... fM" lb.u ~ b to obfla&oe
Ulbn.l WIIIIUU Ntk .1 sffOOd; llm~ to t'llto ill

tao.

t.ud tlelt 01 UM •~i:IIU c.al\1.
le •fleet tlu_. .t)'tltm pe.-mits tbt relttH or
mucftm.ak~r \a l'tu.ke .1 blilld m.uela. b.aod t4
bJioJ, ""llh04.1t diUHUlRI up l.be matcb tHUtd
W1th 11 lot of •~od ou.mbcrs.
A(:•r l.llt m~tch.nuk~r bas flnlSh@od the .1clUI I
m:.~~" lh·t .1nd pusu IC iA lb~ pit, tile "banl.l
box Is <IPIA~4. II~: puu: cuh seelioo of tbc
1:111'tJ tUIIIilll~r, Uu:n placts th~: welgln cud m
lu •nUnty bes.\le luli c:.U book ~nd I!'I)Wn the
wrreavondina band numbers to the weiaht•
ht hu match«&.
$urun• at the top of the wclsltt eard he
""'~"' Uu1 lint bl.l)d number Uu.t will 'cortcr•PtJicl to the Hrst matc:bed wcl;bt readtoi
IJc"~" uu 5u ua. unhl .1JI band numb(!tt ue
,·nH!t'eO bc••d~ tbeJr cornspood.lnl wc:1;ht oa
the m#tc:h ~k. Thlt cUmuutes ''tlslunJ" for
low \!.and Aumbers .a114 bc:ln& able lo ub~·
turd)' m.1ie ut"t.lbl eocks :'l1Ht t.hrou:Cb •
lirn ot .«CHHd call wb.,-e two ot more ~uckt
•rt tiUtled "' at Ule same ...elJlU ._, the matda·
M.a.t~r DOW lu:lows W'bo t.s wbo. aur tc mlod,
U.. matc.b ~u ben lrudc .a.:»d posted!
U rou lriU cJn Ws ~rtJ.wlat move a bit ol
uuMStntiiOO, ll mnas b. d!c:ct that C\'fl"Y
c«k m•tc:l'll'll !i.;bls ~ed-u>bucl )'tt Ule
mllelma.ttr b able to tie- tM.m to(elher
"' bU.II"' and bu oo 'In'/ of bowiAC wM ll
mHtiDJ wbo. Wbca codu ar~ mat.ctled au
CliC ~ay throutb bud~to-blnd•. it i' poulble
by CG41.tloiUJna tb~ muter b:..cd book. to deter·
mine ""o tbt entriea ~tel
Actu.tlly, Ul~ cuelul t.eam or matcbmaten
limply add. the band o.urnbeu to tllt cor·
napond.lnlt welcbt so that when tlte e.tU aheet
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llt~!Y at.auld rne-l!t . .. , not on~ .1nd ten, Tho

l1 ~~:lvtn Lhe <'tllry, lhere ls no ••cuu for
brln.tlni th~ wrona eoc:.k to tbe sc•Jts.
AI to the :.ctull mateh!ag or cocks. 1 prefer
a llhttl (If huvy cudbond twbich lllcldentally
Uti bot purchas<'d from any ;>rtot shop (D a
ZZ•ZI Inch abel, ll Is my pnc:tiee lO J1llk lhlt
<'.It'd ~lo llppropriat~ sqquet u soon u tbe
d«nAill' •umkr of· fJl1rles is kAM. (Sd
nl16•trad41A.I
A(IOU lbe :J-t•th W.l)', Ve'f'7 ~p coNMIII

•ll'J.A•t11 •• l.w~ d•UerutllU ue Us•IPCI· UM l.lr kfl an: Uw: u.lt'Y •umbers. I ·llk. 1o
• .,. utu l~r1c rwmber1t at ~ac·~t pouad bre.1k•
11-. UM II( II n:d· CtlliiC' ~ill('ll be.lps U tk peuad
" " " ' t.lrt 1M idcnliOtd • ·ith ou ot UIIC' colON
•nd .._Ips Pft:¥Ut tbt bue of a~y m.attb·
mltkU, a ~11(1 mldakc-. Jl.)l( OUACt'S fO 40
Ult' Ac•t bl1ttl<er oun~c. (Juu~cr ou:nc:es to tftc

.-c•t low•r.

llltll,·hn• ~k~·r !ihOt~h1 st~rl at the top ot hll
'~t·l~ht c.·u\1111111 >1 ; om.l Ill• tlw c:l.,.s~st nun\"bt'l'•
h•~l·!l"'r wilh U.kc ·we1.;Ms. ,.here Is no ~.IC4"UIJ.tT

r-..r "dod1ii1J:" •rout111 r:om l.l)p 10 "bOUorn uf
tht' l'nll'y thJ.mb..-n.
I '~~11\1 \a hnprc,;.o; an. e:unrs ll'l.\1 th~)' a:hould
ln,.l.llt that ~ks :u•e tl\-lUtu:d II\ t~la. or uy

t~llk't bir mllnnc.-4" ~~ iu the llrt.t c0h1mn-I~<H
l.ll1t.illl tnlt'Y one pas! thr« and !h't to reacb

A<~~ tlrle
ill be-Irut mMe .a Ml?tl' Ull
"'"''
,.... Ow "cil«lt sUfl" " - • W..,_. u a k t'f
tn.lldl

to kt \tie m11tttunaUt k~ •• .111 d•~• •"h~<•
p;alr 111.avc mrl or ar. still not nutc•H. Pt:l'r

the ptotccli<lft of tlaC' ollidats. ,._.. ~llould be
d<"•troy((J "' &he momeet lhit tnllt~bolht u
dt~clt.cd out. It Is " lull ··;~""'"' ol •Ito mHU
wl\o alMl possibly ol YJ;1uc for bu)'tOJ or MllinC
I• I he: wroa;: J!IJI nd:t.

Alter the: mlrks reprcnntirt: the codu tor
an: pla.~fod o" tlu.• eard, or course
c:ath tnllr)( in the propel' ""''eizhc eolu"'n, tbt!
b,o.ard b double ehc-c:hd tnd m.atc:hlnJt beain11 ,
,tit m;~t~hnuke!l' snc>uld study th~t boud to
IIO.ot If U•o m:~tcbcs are poulble within thtec
nunc:tJ nnrl •o n•e U there :~rc weigflts dlf·
fl~ult to match In tbe sm;~IJ or l&riC wcl"ltt
brH·ktU. 1'he ~lcrby ls a ..numb~r In tbc h;t"
•o 10 11puk as ru a.s who m~ ts ..,,bo b con·
C~t·n~d and this Au 11 Vf!rY dlrecl beerlna on
~a("h ~nlry

Ut~

..ulCOfliC!.

Sfnc~ the ou.mbers ;u·c duwo for posllloo Ofl
Uur ~•I'd the matchmaker must "ol ubi tutti~
nt..e 011• chance out 0( the ¢.a. me by dtlibe.ute-1)' mlt~h•aa t'C"rl.ai.o eqtries or by lftlJ.Stna
othcl'l thGuld he by ebanee or othrrwolu ILnOw
t~ ldcftUiy ol cera.J.Jl cntnnts. Aa ClltrJ

shouJd tell no eee tu. oumber oor 01-c weiahta
., ·" cec'kt bc:fot"~
nutcb.
Cuftt;den-. .1 aheortUeal d.t"rby • • • thoWd

me

eturtes •umbered cw:ae aod two b .lft

""

...n ~.•

I wu not pre•e•t. but r«tiiU.J at a 10-ockl

Cftlry d.crbr .-tK-rc Lht:R ....·~re pltJttJ' ot coc-k•
.11•1 wc:iJhl.s. \olo'O C'SI.Lrif"l met lwlu. Thb is
4tpl0t•W~ ,..,4 Loe.xcu.ublll OD Us• put Clf U..
olhdahl
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Tlte completed match boJif'd 11 to be ID!dc:od
ud, seeurfll Ia. a putr.Uc pl.ace when aU Ule
tiUNAts ar.d sptoel.ltors UJ!I s.ce U a t aD limes
lbu\ .so folded t.Ju~ tbe ou.chu are DOt lA
tl&ltU. A ttou nrd ot lbe m«t 1Diii.St tor·
nspoad with lh1s autc:b card wttldl ls to be
opncd ~.n., U.e ft.&bt by lbt rd t.TH-la UW
w :a7 thet$ is proof m. ~ wett' (O.I lat .U
m.attbed.

A.t a mlill~~j' m eet. etdll d.,., m atdl llll
IMuld bt posted opcolJ' tor 1M INp«OO. ol
au prUe"llit al't« lbe C'Oildu.Poa ot 1M d a 7's

m~ W1M u.Us th.. npu
aiMI lllle autetuna.t.er oa aot~ 001. \0 md t a

nallU- nus .,uts lbt

mht..~ke aad ror tll.t m • tdltn• ku- \0 m atc:b tM
~ . , tbtJ' r:au ill by wd&h\ aod oot co ,,.
..~rta.t.ft ratrl« to m:a.lte utbtt'f ~ or Mt
mHt.

ldnt eocurs h.:a•e eoaltibuttd Ul-rir o:M•ioa.t

2M .sutcestlocs to m ake up this pro«<tute for
nutehta1: al!ld (i'btlor de.rbiu. We .au.ut be
proJrf'tslv• :aft<~ con:;1d.t-r all aew ilh"u ao
~staotly 1:nprove aU pb..ases o f eoc:kfiChticC,
recucUest ot wbo adv:aaet:t the O.OU.&ht.
)h)'

atwayt lbe codt wia wbo eu 2.t1d will

na.tu tau v..ode.r tbe rulet!

•
Prlftted b y 'l'bt ~ m.acodt

....

(30)

At one touu, ....,.l pit. to ICUP ti&Mt movtoa
.and avoid th11 dbturbtnu atll:nd•nt co welah·
coml.n¥ pJ.ita or toelu Ia U.e pit proptr
while ·a Oaht Is 1101n.a OR, an woe101Wtt it pt~
vidt:d ~UlJLdCI tJie Pit wb.tNI lht rtlttlt '4'tl&bl
.and ~bec.kt l.ht nut pair c:tUtd. Howtvtr, tht
bon.dt "-" not c:ut oll uniJJ both cod&.l Uttr Y,t
nlaln pit ui.l lhtY or co~ant mut\ c'htck wilft
IJ}e un lh«l wblch l.ht ,,,,,., r.talllt lll hh

Uli

l)utJtiiiQO UAUI Dt 4tcl.att• lht pllr tU&Iblt W
(i,lll, 9or.b cont. .t.,Mt but 1 dupUca~ II
O•O:t'll: u nc.rd fqr 1 rcch.fcll:.
Al most piU tbett ll I 1\0ioltt rult tl,lillJ I
IS.e~t

Is ••ao 1uU 1•m•.. uam .. ch mao ut.

('"-i~ht htU •I lilt cocU. Tb1a ._., lU'OIII!;bt
111\luUl tM.~.av.ac It •• ,_.Jblu that a 111\CC\ b4f
'"""""'"" "" Act. ur <.W4 01 ~l:aa. Ut:~dtr UW:
pt"t.tn'" U II DUUUf1 lb.at Ult flttt •·r~a·•
be uUc4 t. CHdtr ~a•cd eYU)' tftiUCU bU
lou.¥'' tuU _.. tbOw .aDCl oal7 Ulotft tt.an to
cktu•&nc liM! •taotr by t&imluhoo. lo CMitcr
......-dt• .a four cod ..,.,
ba•• ev.ry
mu fl. .l two bi«U. r•c .m Ueu ol .cote,
IMJwc UlllD.i Ule Child b.IUU lot' aQ Illite.
TIIW b 110' alw.171 ,_ai&We I f \Mrt atCI t.un.e'l

•'*'ad

•k• al U..tc'd flUt.aoU do oot Mtt't eacb
otllcr, 4.,._ to ••,a•t .ettttau.ab.. Ia thb cue,
•• mAt M Dl!'CUUt7 .. ll,a\t Ollt • u IIJhWII
ltlf a.cc.-4 cvetc. •I·* " u tnltn\ •-M •u

f1114tl.at two.

ffi•""

Shwl4 tM
fled a b 1d ~·ciJbl. baocl,
or aar oUitr JarncUOo of Ute Rukt, be ShOUld
dll lhfP ' 'L,qcllll C...ltHAlUH '' ( tOlttat• U

they

d.rcw en 1.1141 tint lh•• .OCI •~mbtru ud let
tbtom U7 bow to cll~opc»c of the mat;er •• ,
1flcr :.II. It u tht:lr meNU!)' ar.d htbt; TbJs pro~,·4hoirt bu plac:ciJ IJICI j\ld~mlt aod pcc~o~IUU

ltl tb..: l1o1AIU ollhc 4Uilrlu ll'ld lt bela& ..,JdtiY
.a w17 for Lhe tntrlu tO pollee

.a.:nptcd u

l ht-ut).('lllt'a,

....

'•..,
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Appendix 21

Battle Royal Rules. The Feathered Warrior.

The battle royal rules came intact to the United States from
England where this fighting style was originated.
never been widely popular In the United States.
luck as much as skill wins the fight.
merit because the last cock alive wins.
getting cut up, could win.

The battle royal has
It is a melee in which

It is not a true test of a cock's
A coward, if he can keep from

I just included these rules as an example of

a different set of rules from the Wortham.
England attests to their antiquity.

That they came intact from
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BATILE ROYAL RULES
t.

Any

1'\U""'""" of

C.OCkl

or stags re-gerdle» of slle

-rent~.

2.

TM al'f'OI.Inl •t""'d on 1hall be C)llt up whh lhe
,..,.,..•• Def~ 1~ battle staru .

).

The ,..,.,.... at'lall cto.oose Ol'le man Ctther thafl an
enu·ent to ea1lst him In pullinG heels a!\d nothins
elM.

4,

At the call •gel ,..edy" cac:l\ 1'\a.ndler tl\all step 11"
pit, let his bll"d on the floc;w- close to and
feclt'ISI the olt well .
At
11\e cell "ph'' handlere shall r'elease lhe1r
blrdl, 11111 feclfl9 the wall, then step oYt of the
ph and ~aln out vr1111 asked 10 come In by the
refer" at the first handle.
tl'\e

5.

&.

Oll"dt ehell not be tovchttd by the refe,..e or hi<J
otllttetH e ...c:ePI when hung In another bird, them..
aelvet, the ph well or tiOOI'. Tl\e ""'' or heels
al'lell

be pul led end the bll"<l or bll"<l5 tefl e.>cc)ctly

•• chey were before, on thel,. backs, on top of the

other bird, etc., •U:.
7,

A bf,.d may julfiP tha pit and be put baek ONCE.
II h• JumPI aoe.ll'l he ~tavl out. All dead cock
ahall be ,..Moved lfiWNldlately.

a.

Wf'let'l all fighting t.ICIPI fot> e pa,.lod of 30 seeonds
the "•'•"•• 11'1all Ol"dcr a handle. The rego..tiOl,.
hatldl•"'•
now cOif!• In 11'1a ph, plc:k uet thalr
blrcla and n~r•• the"' for ONE MINUTE.. The hand...
leN •hall N"'aln In tr.. plt from thi~ first handle
ut'llll I~ conclullon of tl\e bellle.

"'•V

t.

10.

AI the call •.get f'eady•, aft- tl'la one minute re'St
th-e Mfldler5 t.h•ll lonn • cin:::la it'l the
,..,,e,. o f the oil. At aM c•ll •pit.. blrd.s shaH be
bt"tatled lft e circle, beek to beak and brtalt to

J~•l'lo<l,

bN•••·
My bird

not ahowlng flgtu et the brealt shall be
tn. pll l~i ete ly.

~d OYI Of

11.

TN handle,.. ,..,.., now pull n.cts as In • ,..gular
MUla, lhat I• p4.'11 tl'la olhet" birds ._.Is out of
hla cock b4.11 -.nl not put the bird on hll feet 0"
c..N.nta hll poslliOft 1ft any way. ~ the N,ndtus
CoOifte Into the pll, IM •sslstent ~feor"C$S work is
flnlahed and • Ill
out of the oft.

11.

MytltM tt\e flrttng IIOC>S fOI" lO s.ec:of'U~I, ehV a
b,...aat, arooll'\el' ONe: MIHUTt nursing or " ' ' p.er-iod
w ill be glv~. As befOt"e:, any bll"d not ~wing
fight at the bl"eaat shatl be order-ed ta.ken out. If
tt\1".. or I'I'IOf"e Gl,.ds are b-asted and ot'lly d•flnlt•ly •""'"'' flthl. h• wll'ls the b attle I"Qyal.
If two ahOw fl&hl the b • Hia Is to be Hnlsh.ed
a ccording to U'l• reetular pit t'ules •• appUed el
tne center •c.ore. Tf\11 battle b•l•~ the fast two
blf"'d• aheH Ge •••,.ted at the centel" $GOr-e • l lh
nellh•" ha..,lng th• 00\,lnt.

•••Y

-Publlsn-Kt b';'·

THI ,CATHCRIO WARRIOR
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Appendix 22

Tom Spurrier. "Tall Tales from Texas. The Gamecock. Oec. 1985.

These two stories are included here as examples of the delightful
stories that circulate among the cocking fraternity.

Cockers see

themselves as a macho group where all the male attributes predominate.
They like cussedness in themselves as well as their battle cocks.
is not expressed in a mean way but with hearty good humor.

This
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•
Well, Junior, here's the
way it was. This pit was one large building
everything under one roof. All the cock:
houses were inside this building as well as
the ph, lunc h stand, etc. Lots of hackin'
going on. Some very notable cockers were
there that day; O.C. Nations was there
Bobby Man.ziel (incidentally, 1 forgot to
mention th1s meet was held In March
1939), Bill Christmas. Ike Maupin, and
many, many more. All have passed on,
except poss1bly B1ll Christmas Ike Mau·
pin, A.T. Wight and Olie and my;elf are still
around, but just barely.
There were five pairs of cocks ahead of
me. Fairy and I were just settin' up in the
~teachers, wa1ting to get in the pit. 1had a
little cock heeled up just waiting to be
called in. He was a li'ttte Brownred cock
t~at I called a Sandsifter. (These are men·
IIOned 1n Johnson's History of Game
Strains). Anyways, I had fought this little
cock four times as a stag, but had never
turned him loose as a cock. I had him
matc hed at a very good buddy of mine by
the name of A.T. Wight. Now A.T. and 1
were pretty close - outside the pit, but,
when .we met In the pit·, we were mortal
enem1es! O.K., Fairy and I were just taking
it easy. just w11tin' on our time. Then four
~uys walked in the door. 1forgot to men·
lion there was only one door to this pit.
Thes~ four tellers walked in, didn't waste
;.ny t1me at all. well-dressed, all had on
shop-made boots. I didn't have to took
twice to see who these gents were-Texas
Rangers! One, the spokesman, went in to
the P'l proper. He was a Ranger Captain,
t~e other three took their place outside the
p1t proper. The Captain spoke, "Ladies and
gentlemen, we are Texas Rangers and you
~re all free to leave, no charges will be
filed, except the two pitters inside the pit,
the referee, the owner, or owners, and
managers-you people are all under
arrest. This cockpit is now closed and will
not be opened again."

one of my galfstringcutter-olfers and took
them gaaves often that little rooster. ana
pitched him in a vacantcockhouse, where

all of us heeled and unheeld our cocks. I
just pitched him in that room and headed
for a safer place. t ran for about a hundred
yard s and dived over behind a huge pine
log. Everything got real quiet. Then later I
heard what I thought was a herd of buffalo
coming toward me. Well, hell, I didn't want
no buffalo running over ml!, so I raised up

cautiously; here comes that A.T., all out of
breath. He jumped down behind the log.
When he could get his breath, he wanted
to go ahead and fight the two cocks. I sa1d,
"Hell. no, let's let well enough alone". He
said, "You's yeller".! said, "I ain't yeller, we
wuz lucky this time, let's let it stay hke
that."
Then he said. or asked, "What did you do
with our cock?" I told him 1 pitched him 1n
that vacant room. He said, "Did you take
the gaffs off?" I said, " Shore I took the aalfs
off, you damn dummy; you don't th1nk 1
would risk some jerk goin' in there and
steal in' my rooster, and my gaffs as well,
do you?" Then I asked A.T., "What did you
do with your rooster?" He replies, " I
pitched him in that sa me cockhouse". 1
asked him if he removed the gaff. He re·
piled no, that he didn't have time. Then the
sad news broke in front ot me. There's my
little sandsifter fightin' for his life against
an armed man, and him w1th noth1n' to
protect himself. A.T. and I walked slowly
back to the pit, opened the cockhouse
door. There on the floor was A.T.'s rooster
on his back, with gaffs on, mine on top of
him, floggin' hell outta that cock. In fact,
A.T.'s cock was as dead as a mackerel.
Mine had done it barefooted!!

O._K.. here I sit with a rooster with gaffs
on, 1n my lap, but according to what he
sa1d, I am free to leave. And leave 1did. 1
don't know what the hell happened to
Fa1ry; she just faded away. But m e, I took
.•

•·
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"Hawg"
Nations. He was called Hawg because he
raised " hawss" in East Texas and these
more·Or·less ran wild in the East Texas
piney woods. Now,l'm gonna tell i t like Mr.
Nations told i t to me. I knew that he had
lost an eye: I learned that quite sometime
back before this meeting. So I said, "Mr.
Nations. I'd like to ask you a very personal
question". He said, "Shoot son, I'm lis·
lenin'.'' Then I asked him, "How did you
lose that eye?" He replied, "Well, son, I'll
tell ye. It was a cockfight. There was two
brothers at this meet; both were small
men, like 135 pounds, give or take a
pound or two. For some unknown reason,
these two brothers jumped on me, one
getting on my back, wrapping his legs
around my body, and his arms around my
neck, the other one punchln' me in the
lace. Then this 'un on my back put one of
his lingers in my eye." I told him, "Go
ahead. you sonofabitch, pull my eye out
and I'll kill ye." O.K.. the guy did pull my
eyeball out and I would have killed the
sonofabi tch had not the crowd pulled me
off him."
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Appendix 23
An Odd Assortment of Stories

The stories cockers tell to each other and about each other are
similar to those told among any folk group.

The stories mirror the

triumphs and tragedies, concerns and aspirations of the group.

Many

stories are funny, some sad , a few cruel, but they all share the same
dynamic.

The story_ in the body of the paper about the old referee

Holdtight is a funny story but it also mi rrors a concern many cockers
share and that is getting spurred by your own chicken in a handle or
during the conditioning process.

Some cocks become so adept at getting

a spur into handlers that they are called man fighters.

Some cockers

say a man fighter gets that way because he is over-handled.

They say

just get a cock gentled down so you can pick him up then leave him alone
until he fights.

Other cockers say man fighters are just born that way.

Either way a man fighter is a bad chicken to fight because he will not
relax in a handle and some will even turn on their handlers when they
are pitted.

If they do this their opponents get a free buckle and its

usually up over the back which is the killing place. One old cocker
told me about an old man fighter he had that he called Caesar .
Caesar was a white hackle roundhead cross he rai sed from a
chick. When John started conditioning Caesar he picked up man
fighting early on . John didn't care for that and he was about
to twist the rooster's head off but decided to pit him instead.
The first fight Caesar had was in a hack fight with an old
ace cock that was a six time winner. They were in short heels
and Caesar killed the ace on the third buckle.
John spent the whole season overmatching Caesar in hacks
trying to get him killed. Caesar kept winning and his man
fighting habits got worse. John fought him in every heel he
had from short gaffs to the long knife. Caesar didn't care
what kind of steel he was packing he just loved to fight. It
got to where when John would pit Caesar he would step out of
the pit or old Caesar would whirl around and pull a shuffle on

138

John before he went for the other cock. By the end of the
season Caesar had won more fights and more money than any cock
John had ever owned.
That su~r John turned Caesar out hoping a skunk or dog
might jump him. By fall Caesar had gone through the molt and
was in full feather and full of fight. John caught him off a
roost one night and threw him in a conditioning pen. Caesar
fought all winter and by spring John was giving long odds to
even get a match .
Caesar had got so bad at man fighti ng than when John
poured water in his watering pan, old Caesar would pull a
shuffle on the water dish. John had so many cuts and peck
marks on his arms and legs he said he would be damned if he
would fight him another year.
Caesar had built up quite a reputation in the last couple
of years. He was a thirty time winner and he had never been
seriously hurt. A lot of people came to see Caesar and John
would always invite the visitor to pick the old cock up. They
would get hit by a feather tornado and John would have a good
laugh.
John decided to breed old Caesar if he wasn't going to
fight him anymore. He put one of his best roundhead hens in
with old Cesar. The hen was already laying so she was in prime
breeding shape. John put her in the pen and old Caesar crowed
and strutted . The hen squatted and Caesar started to mount
her. He was half on, forgot what he was doing and pulled a
shuffle clear up her back. John couldn't believe what he was
seeing . He figured maybe if he just left them alone they could
work it out.
The next morning John looked in Caesar's pen and there was
the hen, backed up as tight as she could get in one corner, a
dazed look in her eye and every feather on her back was broken ,
bent or pulled out. Caesar was wandering around looking for
something to pull a shuffle on. John said the hen never laid
another egg all summer.
John kept old Caesar around his place for years. He would
use Caesar to test his stags and occasionally fight a hack
match with him. John enjoyed cussing that ~ld bird but he kept
him till he died.
There is an element in stories like this that is common in the
genre.

If the protagonist has a little eccentricity that sets him apart

it is somehow easier to accept the other fantastic parts of the story.
For instance it was widely reported that Man O'War, the racehorse, was a
demon fn the saddling paddock.
him.

It often took twenty minutes to saddle

When he was saddled he won races.
Another story in the same genre was related to me this last summer

(1985) by Hack Cleeve of Salt Lake City .
at some horses I had for sale.

Mack

ca~e
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to my place to look

He saw a pen of fighting chickens I had

and that prompted him to tell the following story.

He had been

stationed in the Philippines during the Second World War in an engineer
batallion.

His batallion was building air strips on the occupied

islands.
All the Filipinos had fighting cocks and it wasn't long
before soldiers started getting them. It seemed like every
company had their champion. My buddies and I got a couple and
pretty soon we were fighting all over the island. There was a
bunch of Sea Sees stationed down aways from us we fought a few
times. They had one great big bastard that was a sore loser so
we tried to avoid him.
One day a bunch of us went back into the island to do some
trading. We ran into an old man who wanted to trade some
chickens for some C-rations. His chickens looked pretty good
so we did. He had one little white rooster there he kept
trying to pawn off on us . The Filipinos don't like white
roosters and we didn't want him either but finally the old man
just threw him in the package so we took him. One day just for
the hell of it we heeled him up and boy was he a fighter. He
sort of became our dark horse. Everyone would laugh at our
little white chicken but he just kept winning.
One day we were heading across the base for a chicken
fight when we ran across the big Sea Bee and his buddies. They
saw we were carry a fighter so they started promoting a match.
We t r ied to back out but the big guy wouldn't let us. We said
all we had was the little white rooster and he wasn't much.
They finally offered us five to one odds so we said ok. We put
the money in a C-ration can and set it on a rock. I told my
buddy to sit close to the can and when I hollered, to grab it
and run like hell . See, I knew what was going to happen.
We heeled up and set them down and sure enough the white
started cutting like mad. The more he cut the madder the big
guy got. I threw my buddy the sign and nodded for him to get
ready. Sure enough on the next buckle the white cock put the
other one down. The big guy could see he had been sucked in so
he started to get the money.
I hollered to my buddy, he grabbed the can and we hauled
out. I could hear that big, mean bastard coming but I could
run faster scared then he could mad. We outran him and hid in
a warehouse the rest of the day.
The next day a guy saw me and asked if I had seen the big
Sea See. I said, "no why?" and he said, "he acted like he
wanted to talk to you. •
This story also has a cock with an unusual characteristic, the
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white color.

It is interesting to me that the feeling expressed by the

Filipino cockers about not wanting to fight a white cock is also common
in the United States.

Why this is so I have no idea.

There is a breed

of white fighting chickens called Oom but they have never been popular .
Doms are outcrossed with some of the red breeds, produci ng a color
called spangle that i s common in certain areas.

I t is not uncommon in

folktales to have as a central figure someone or something that is
notable for an unusual physical characteristic.

The extreme

man-fighting character of old Caesar and the color of the White cock fit
this genre.
Some cocks are known for their siring ability as much as they are
for their own fighting prowess.

It is common to have cockers introduce

a new set of stags saying these are sons of so and so .

The next entry

in the appendix is a picture and brief description of one such game
cock.

It is also interesting to note that the cock Simcoe is trimmed in

the old English style.

The saddle feathers have been pulled or trimmed

and the tail feathers have been cropped.
full tail.

Coc ks are now fought with a
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There are many short anecdotes as well as tales that circulate
among cockers.

The following is one example.

At one cockfight a used car salesman from Spanish Fork
brought a derby entry of stags. One of the stags looked a
little old and someone questioned the fact that he may be a
cock. A couple of cockers picked up the cry and pretty soon
there was a heated argument as to whether the rooster was a
stag or a cock. The car dealer told his handler to drop the
rooster in the pit and let him walk around then everyone could
see he was a stag. One sage old cocker who had gotten heated
up in the argument sat on the side of the pit and carefully
studied the rooster. tie said, "tie's a cock."
The car dealer jumped in the pit and shouted, "He's a
stag." The old cocker and said, "I'll just bet you he's a
cock." The car dealer whipped a hundred dollar out of his
pocket, dropped it in the pit and said, "A hundred says he's a
stag . " The old cocker looked at the rooster a minute , back at
the hundred dollar bill , and said, "By hell, I believe he is a
stag."
The throwing of the bill in the pit was a way of calling the bluff.
If the old cocker had matched the bet the burden of proof would have
been on him.
dealer .

It was a great expression of macho on the part of the car

He knew the size of the bet would quell the argument.

The merit of the cocker lies in the quality of his chickens and the
size of his bet.

The Mexican cockers are respected at the pits because

they seem willing to bet everything they own on the outcome of a single
fight.

This attitude is expressed in the ballad of Gallo de Cuielo.

Carlos Saragosa bet the full fifteen thousand on his battle cock.

I

know few Anglo cockers willing to make that much of a commitment.
Geertz in his writings about the Bali cockfighters makes much the
same point. The "deep play" he writes about emphasizes the size of the
bet.l Whole villages or families will pool all they have to back
one cock in a match.

Oeep play demonstrates this total commitment.

They are one death away from wealth or penury.
The merit of the battle cock is expressed in two commonly heard
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statements-- he's game or dead game--meaning a cock has exceptional
bravery.

The fighting capabiities of the cocks are expressed in terms

such as, "He can cut," or "He's a cutting machine . " The great macho
battle cocks are the ones that can win repeatedly in the long knife.
They are the cutting cocks.
It is often said of a poor cock that he can neither cut nor get out
of the way.

A term of derision that traces back to England to describe

a poor cock is dunghill.

The poor cocks ended up on the dungheap and

thus the term dunghill.

This term is still widely used in the United

States.
Another call you hear at a cock pit is the cry, "Who heeled that
chicken?"

If a spur comes loose or the natural spur shells and wobbles

the handler will hear that cry echo around his head.

The first time 1

heard that I asked a man by me why he hollered that.

He said "I don't

know, that's what they holler at me."
I think that sums up the folktale.
1Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Culture:
Essays (Hew York:

Basic Books, 1975) p. 428.
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