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attendance with positive attitudes, of course, resulting in more atten

dance. flollinshead (p.31) emphasizes family influences on youth 

attitudes: 

... the rcv1ards of such economic mobi 1 i ty or r.1ovements up the 1 adder 
as educatiun provides no\'J seem to go in largest proportions to the 
groups the sociologists classify 3S �l�o�w�e�r�-�~�i�d�d�l�e� or middle-class. 
The upper-class does not rely particularly on education to maintain 
its position, and the so-called lower-class lacks stimulation for 
education \olhich is in part caused by lack of ability but in larger 
part is caused by lack of motivation in the home or surrounding en
vironment. This lack of motivation �s�t�e �~ �s� fron1 lack of cultural 
materials such as books, periodicals, and neighborhood cultural in 
fluences. The children of ministers and schoolteachers, however, 
reach the top rungs of the educational ladder out of all proportion 
to their numbers. Allowing many exceptions, those who gain most in 
social status and economic improvement from education seem to come 
from secure, modest homes with loaded bookshelves. One of the cru
cial determiners of college-going is family attitude. If there is 
a family tradition of college-going, if there is a family respect 
for learning, then the youngster will go even to considerable sacri
fice. (Sometimes family tradition leads the strJdent to oo or try 
to go to the wrong college for him.) If there is no such tradition 
or respect, the youngster is not apt to go, even thouqh there may 
be plenty of money . . . 

Beezer and Hjelm (1961) have reviewed the literature on colleqe 

choice from approximately 1955-1961 to gain an improved understanding of 

who goes to college, what influences college choice, and how to increase 

the enrollment of high ability students in colleqe, stating the the more 

complex a society becomes the greater is the need for college trained 

citizen. Much of �t�~�i�s� data comes from statewide studies in Arkansas by 

Stroup and Andrew (1959), in Indiana by Wright and Junq (1959), and in 

Wisconsin by Little (1958, 1959), with the results of numerous other 

studies also being incorporated into this review. 

Student Characteristics: It was found that 35-40: of high school 

graduates attended college and the sex ratio was 13-10, boys over girls. 

The percent of college enrollment increased with a correspondinq increase 
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in class rank and mental ability, the increase bein~ more pronouncect for 

boys than girls. Motives were important determiners of colleqe ~tten

dance. The major motive for those who attended college was that they 

saw college as a means to prepare for a vocation. Those who did not 

attend college were motivated by immediate, practical and economic con

siderations. The ability to pay for college expenses effects the deci

sion to attend college, but this factor is strongly related to motiva

tion also. For example, the authors report that over 80% of the 

scholarship applicants at Brigham Young University who were turned down 

for financial assistance attended anyway. Further evidences that finan

ces alone do not effect college attendance is seen in the fact that 

loans are more often accepted by high ability students and by boys than 

by other groups and loans for college attendance in general are accepted 

more readily by all groups today than in the past. Marriage decreases 

by a small percentage the number of high school graduates who go to 

college. The decrease is greater for girls than boys. Conversely, a 

fair number of males postpone college attendance temporarily or permanen

tly by entering the military service. 

Parental Characteristics: High school graduates were more likely 

to attend college if their fathers were in executive or professional 

positions, owned or managed businesses, or did office or sales work. 

College attendance was less likely if the fathers were farmers, factory 

workers, or skilled or semi-skilled tradesmen. ~s the educational level 

of the parents increased so did the probability of their children attend

ing college. Parents' education seemed to be a more powerful determiner 
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of college attendance than parents' occupation, though the influence of 

both decremsed as students' ability and achievement levels increaserl. 

Parental attitudes about the worth of college had a definite effect on 

college attendance. Attitudes of indifference or discouragement by 

parents were especially difficult to overcome and more so for girls than 

boys. Ethnic origin influences were seen in theat a higher proportion 

of whites attended college than Negroes. The sex ratio for Negroes at

tending college was nearly equal, whereas more white males attended than 

white females. 

School Characteristics: Small high schools produced proportionately 

fewer college enrollees than large high schools, but the difference was 

not significant when adjusted for parental occupational and educational 

levels and for proximity of high schools to colleges. It was concluded 

that size of high school plus other factors influence college attendance, 

but not size alone. Peer plans were found to be especially influential 

on college attendance and college choice. No clear cut evidence was 

found that teachers and guidance personnel influence college attendance. 

It was concluded, since this was a difficult area to measure and there 

was no evidence to the contrary, that school personnel did influence 

college attendance directly or indirectly. College preparatory classes 

were taken more often by students who went on to college than by those 

who did not, but no causal relationship was established. 

Community Characteristics: Increases in average income level did 

not yield proportionate increases in the number of students planning to 

attend college. There was a tendency for a larger proportion of high 


