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One large manufacturing concern in Wisconsin is now using
large volumes of aspen as a core stock for doors and pencling, This
company is able to succcssfully use aspen of a quality comparable to
that used in the box trades Another company in northcast Minnesota
ik cstablishing a sawvmill with which it hopes to saw aspen largely
for the same purposc.,

Aspen lumber can be scasoned without difficulty both by air
drying and kiln drying. It is now being kiln dried in large volumes
by users who opcrate their own sawvmills. It is probable that aspen
lumber will have to be kiln dried to get into the factory uses for
which it is adapted,

Both the hardwood and softwood grading rules make provisions
for the greding of aspen lumber., Becausc aspon has been largely used
as & box mabterial, it has been sold mainly on a log run grade, No. 4
and Better product of the log, under the softwood rules. The more
specialized uses for aspen will require careful bradlng, and it appears
that the hardwood gradcs will apply better where it is placed into
rneny of these uscses The feeling among meny lumber producers and users
is that there is a neced for the development of grading rulcs for aspen
which will describe its suitability for its various uscse

The following table gives the production of aspon lumber in
the Lake Statcs during the last five years:

State 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945

In million board feot

Minncsota 4%.7 5840 B3a8 59,9 5140
Michigan Ba6 14,6 L7548 28.9 21.3
Wisconsin 14,6 3T T s o 3449 34,6

Total €649 11043 9744 B |75 105.9

Percent of total Lake
States lumber produc-
tion 5.5 88 9.8 10.0 104

Other aspen uses: Aspen like most woods has & number of mis-
cellancous uscs. During the war, railroads expanded their use of
spen for tics, In 1944 there were produced approximately 300,000
spen tics in the Lake States, or 7.3 pereent of total production.

It is unlikely that aspon will become an important tie species, In
treating, somc dlfflculty was experienced in getting it to take a
uniform prceservative treatment, Tho amount of aspen that grows to
tic size is limited. Timboer dealers in northorn Minnesota stete that
they would like to sce aspen continued as a railroad tie specicse
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