Table 1.	Studies reporting reasons for title changes
	Study
	Reasons for title changes

	AFES & WRYNNa 
Population: SERLINE database of the National Library of Medicine (biomedicine) 
Years: 1985 & 1989
Sample size: 145 & 157

	1. “A change in the editorial board, sponsoring organization, or publisher”
2. “Emerging trends, expanded or narrowed scope, or expanded or narrowed geographic audience”
3. “A change in language, frequency, or peer review status”
4. [Highest proportion (24%): expansion in scope, audience, frequency]

	JONESb
Population: The Standard Periodical Directory (American &  Canadian publishers) 
(science, social science, humanities) 
Year: 2002
Sample size: 632

	1. “A serial is given a completely different title” [highest proportion]
2. “A word (other than an article, preposition, or conjunction) is added, changed, or dropped within the first five words of the title” [next highest proportion]
3. “A word is added anywhere that changes the meaning or indicates a change in scope”
4. “The order of the first five words (or six, if there is an initial article) changes”
5. “A word (other than an article, preposition, or conjunction) is changed, deleted, or added to a section title ($p) or the designation of the section ($n)”
6. “The name of an issuing body included in the title changes its name causing a change in the title”
7. “The name of the corporate body is added to or dropped from the beginning of the title”
8. “The form of the name of an issuing body given at the beginning of the title changes (i.e., full form to initialism)”
9. “The language of the title changes (i.e., the title in the other language has not been recorded as a parallel title in field 245)”
10. “The title is given in multiple languages and the title in the language that has been given as the title proper is dropped”


	GELLERc
Population: 
Scholarly publications Year: ca. 1989
Sample size: Not given
	1. “Merger of two or more marginally successful publications”
2. “Splitting of a single title as a discipline matures”
3. “Changes in scope, publisher, editor, language, and/or frequency”
4. “‘Goofs’”
5. “‘Mysterious’ changes … all changes that do not fit elsewhere”


	LAKHANPALd
Population: Serials at the University of Saskatchewan Library  Year: ca. 1976
Sample size: Not given (included random sample of 29)

	1. “To satisfy the whims, vanity or ego of a newly appointed editor”
2. “For increasing the subscription price”
3. “To expand the coverage“
4. “To change the policy of a serial”
5. “Whenever the circulation of a serial falls so low that it is no longer a profitable business”
6. “To merge the two titles and bring out a new title”
7. To change from a foreign to an English language title to avoid journal cancelation 
8. To delete or add a word to the title
9. To change the position or font of a title in more than one language, thus altering the title under which the serial is entered


	GUHA, SEN, NEOGIe
Population: Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials, Bombay-Poona (English language) 
Year: 1973
Sample size: ca. 1000 
	1. “Nature of the periodical (e.g., journal, bulletin, annals, transactions, etc.)”
2. “The subject scope of the periodical (e.g., physics, sound, ultrasonics, etc.)”
3. “Frequency denoting terms like monthly, quarterly, annual, etc.”
4. “Names, in full or in abbreviated form, of sponsoring agencies”
5. “National or territorial scope or origin (e.g., Indian, British, American)”
6. “Articles, prepositions and other auxiliaries and connectives”
7. “Changes from subordinate to independent titles and vice versa”
8. “Simplification of titles”


a Source: Van B. Afes and Paul E. Wrynn, “Biomedical Journal Title Changes: Reasons, Trends, and Impact,” Bull Med Libr Assoc 81, no. 1 (January 1993): 50.
b Source: Rebecca Soltys Jones, “Serial Title Changes: A Comparison of Scientific, Social Science and Humanities Publications” (master’s paper, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2003), 10-11, 19-20; categories 1-10 from CONSER Cataloging Manual (Washington, DC: Library of Congress, Cataloging Distribution Service, 1993), 6-10, quoted in Jones, 19-20. 
c Source: Marilyn Geller, “Title Waves,” in “Non-Print Serials and Title Waves,” by Marilyn Geller and Marlene Sue Heroux, Ser Libr 17, no. 3/4 (1990): 163-65. 
d Source: S. K. Lakhanpal, “Working with Serials: Title Changes,” Indian Libr 31, no. 1 (June 1976): 18-21, 23.
e Source: B. Guha, B. K. Sen, and R. N. Neogi, “On Change of Titles of Periodicals, Part 1,” Ann Libr Sci Doc 22, no. 2 (June 1975): 45-46; Guha, Sen, Neogi, “On Change of Titles of Periodicals, Pt. 4,” Ann Libr Sci Doc 23, no. 3 (September 1976): 213.
Table 2. Title change categories

	Category
	Changes noted in textual contenta

	Changes noted in title wordsa


	Corporate change
	Changes in the serial’s corporate, society or other affiliations, including name changes
Example – changed Club name:
1. Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club
2. Journal of the Torrey Botanical Society

	Changes, additions, or deletions of  corporate, society, or other organizational  names in the title
Example – deleted Federation name:
1. Research journal of the Water Pollution Control Federation
2. Water environment research


	Format change
	Changes in the serial’s title words for the purpose of:  clarifying title, distinguishing title from another title, updating terminology, changing language, shortening title
Example – updated terminology:
1. Black American Literature Forum
2. African American review 
	Changes in the format of the title or title words, including: replacing acronym with spelled-out form or other words, replacing spelled-out form with acronym, adding words to acronym, adding/changing qualifying words, updating terminology, changing language, shortening title
Example – shortened title:
1. Journal of the Royal African Society
2. African affairs


	Geographic change
	Changes in the serial’s clientele, membership, or contributors 
Example – changed to national:
1. Midwest journal of political science
2. American journal of political science

	Changes, additions, or deletions of  title words denoting the geographic realm of the serial, including words in corporate names 
Example – changed to regional:
1. California folklore quarterly
2. Western folklore


	Frequency change
	Changes in the serial’s frequency 
Example – changed to annual:
1. Biennial review of anthropology
2. Annual review of anthropology

	Changes, additions, or deletions of title words describing the frequency of the serial 
Example – changed to quarterly:
1. The semi-annual (Agassiz Association. Department of the Wilson Chapter)
2. The Wilson quarterly


	Subject change
	Changes in the serial’s subject content 
Example – changed to literature:
1. Nineteenth-century fiction
2. Nineteenth-century literature
	Changes, additions, or deletions of  title words denoting subjects, including words in corporate names 
Example – changed to biology:
1. Systematic zoology
2. Systematic biology


	Function change
	Changes in the serial’s character or purpose Example – changed to journal:
1. Bulletin of the American Musicological Society
2. Journal of the American Musicological Society

	Changes, additions, or deletions of  title words describing the function of the serial 
Example – changed to review:
1. The south central bulletin
2. South central review


a Examples show old title (1), followed by new title (2).



Table 3. All reasons for title changes from textual content 
	

Reason for title change
	
All reasonsa
	% of reasons (N=120)

	Subject change
	60 (80)
	50.0

	Function change
	64 (99)
	53.3

	Corporate change
	22
	18.3

	Geographic change
	7 (8)
	5.8

	Frequency change
	17
	14.2

	Format changeb
	17 (21)
	14.2

	Total
	187
	


a Parenthesized numbers include multiple occurrences of a category for a specific serial.
b Format changes included: language change (1); terminology change (3); acronym change (2); qualifier added (7); shortened title (4).





 Table 4. Primary reasons for title changes from textual content 
	

Reason for title change
	
Primary reasons
	% of reasons (N=120)

	Subject change
	60
	50.0

	Function change
	37
	30.8

	Corporate change
	6
	5.0

	Geographic change
	3
	2.5

	Frequency change
	8
	6.7

	Format change
	6
	5.0

	Total
	120
	100








Table 5. All reasons for title changes from title words 
	

Reason for title change
	
All reasonsa
	% of reasons  (N=120)

	Subject change
	69
	57.5

	Function change
	62
	51.7

	Corporate change
	34
	28.3

	Geographic change
	26
	21.7

	Frequency change
	12
	10.0

	Format changeb
	60 (64)
	50.0

	Total
	263
	


a Parenthesized numbers include multiple occurrences of a category for a specific serial.
b Format changes included: language change (2); terminology change (2); acronym change (7); qualifier added (1); shortened title (48).







Table 6. Primary reasons for title changes from title words 
	

Reason for title change
	
Primary reasons 
	% of reasons (N=120)

	Subject change
	68
	56.7

	Function change
	34
	28.3

	Corporate change
	9
	7.5

	Geographic change
	2
	1.7

	Frequency change
	2
	1.7

	Format change
	5
	4.2

	Total
	120
	100.1a


a Total is greater than 100 due to rounding.





Table 7. Reasons for title changes from combined sources
	

Reason for title change
	Reasons from both sourcesa 
	% of reasons (N=120)

	Subject change
	80
	66.7

	Function change
	81
	67.5

	Corporate change
	48
	40.0

	Geographic change
	28
	23.3

	Frequency change
	23
	19.2

	Format change
	64
	53.3

	Total
	324
	


a Total reasons from both sources including overlap (126) = 450.





Table 8. Reasons for title changes from a single source
	


Reason for title change
	Reasons unique to textual content
	Reasons unique to title words

	Subject change
	11
	20

	Function change
	19
	17

	Corporate change
	14
	26

	Geographic change
	2
	21

	Frequency change
	11
	6

	Format change
	4
	47

	Total
	61
	137







			Table 9. Timing of serial changes relative to title changesa
	
Time of serial change
	
Type of change
	No. of changes
	
Subtotals 
	% of total  (N=120)

	Before title change
	Subject change
Function change
Geographic change
	12
3
2
	17
	14.2




	Before and during 
title change

	Subject change
Function change
	17
9
	26
	21.7



	During title change
	Subject change
Function change
Corporate change
Geographic change
Frequency change
Format change
	30
25
6
1
9
6
	77
	64.2

	Total
	
	120
	120
	100.1b


a Data is for the primary title change reason for each serial in the sample.
b Total is greater than 100 due to rounding.


Table 10. Procedure for identifying new works for serials with title changes

	Steps
	Options

	1. Define a work, then incorporate the requirements of the definition into the subsequent steps
	a. Use the FRBR definition of a work:  “a distinct intellectual or artistic creation”a; then incorporate the requirements of the definition into the subsequent steps (steps below incorporate the FRBR requirements)
b. Optionally, use another definition of a work and incorporate the requirements into the subsequent steps


	2. Use a source that clearly  identifies the reason(s) for the title change

	a. If available, use statements in the serial’s text (e.g., editorial statements) to identify the title change reason(s)
b. Else, contact editors or publishers directly or use other reliable sources to determine the title change reason(s)


	3. Classify the title change reason(s) found in the serial in one or more of the following categories:  subject change, function change, corporate change, geographic change, frequency change, format change

	a. If only a frequency, format, corporate, or geographic change has occurred, no new work has emerged - FINISHED
b. If a subject or function change has occurred, a new work may have emerged – GO TO STEP 4
Example:  About 80% of the sampled serials (120) potentially qualify as new works, due to a subject or function change (120 x 80% = 96)

	4. Determine if there has been a significant change
	a. If one of the following applies, a significant change has occurred and a new work has emerged – GO TO STEP 6
1) An individual subject or function change is significant (based on a scale, to be developed)
2) A combination of subject and/or function changes is significant (based on a set of qualifying combinations, to be determined)
Example:  Hypothetically, if 25% of the qualifying serials (96) had a significant change (96 x 25% = 24), then 20% of the sampled serials would be new works (120 x 20% = 24)
b. Else, an insignificant change has occurred – GO TO STEP 5


	5. Determine if cumulative change is significant, over a range of title changes (optional)
	a. If a significant change has occurred over a range of title changes, a new work has emerged – GO TO STEP 6
Example:  Hypothetically, if 25% of the remaining qualifying serials (72)  having two or more title changes (possibly 33% x 72 = 24) had a significant change over a range of title changes (24 x 25% = 6), then  25% of the sampled serials would be new works (120 x 25% = 30)
b. Else, no new work has emerged – FINISHED


	6. Establish the boundary for the new work 
	a. Use the point at which the title changes as the boundary for the new work
b. Optionally, use the point at which serial changes begin as the boundary for the new work


a Source: IFLA Study Group on the Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records, Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records: Final Report, amended and corrected through February 2009 (The Hague: International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, September 1997), 17, http://www.ifla.org/files/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf (accessed June 6, 2011).

